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Introduction

Because of the anourt of spacein this book, it is not possble to go into detail onall the
aspeds of the Gospel. For more detail ed information onthis subjed and aher subjeds go to ou
Web Site & www.handsforjesus.org and davnload as many books as you wish. All the books are
freeby downloading them and printing them out on your printer.

Theword " Gospel” in modern Engli sh means“ GoodNews.” If wewant to know the Gospel
of Jesus Christ, we must seach the Scriptures for the “GoodNews.” Not all of the Bibleis* Good
News.” Some of what the Bible saysis“Bad News,” for thase who do nad beli eve the Gospel. The
GoodNews andthe Bad News are both summed upin the Gospel that the Apostle Paul preadedin
1 Corinthians 15.In verse 221t says, “ For asin Adam all die, even soin Christ shall all bemade
alive.” TheBad Newsisthat, thosewhoarenat in Christ whenthey learethislifehereoneath, they
will die andgo to hell for al eternity. The GoodNewsis, those who arein Christ, when they leave
this eath they will go to be with Jesusfor all eternity.

The Gospel isnaot based uponwhat man dd or did na do, it isbased uponwhat God dd for
us, through His Son, Jesus Christ. That is what makes it “Good News.” It is Good News, becaise
God dd it for us. God dd for uswhat we @muld na do d ourselves. We @muld na save ourselves,
therefore God saves us through His Son, Jesus Christ.

TheBad Newsisthat there ae many whowill not recavethefreegift of eternal lifein Christ
Jesus. The GoodNewsisthat as many asreceve Him, He gives to them the power to become sons
of God(John 111,19. To benefit from what Jesus has done for us, we must recave Him as LORD
and Savior. Tothosewhoreceve Him, He givesthem eternal life. But, to thosewho do ndreceve
Him, they do nd have dernd life. For, eternal lifeisin Jesus Christ (John 14).

JesussaidinJohn 173, And thisislife dernal, that they might know (ginosko) theethe
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.” The Greek word “ginosko” comesfrom
the Hebrew word “yada,” and carries with it the meaning, “know by experience by reproducing
ancther in like form.” When we know “the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast
sent,” Jesus Christ will reproduceHimself in ou lives. In 1 Corinthians 15:49it says, “ And aswe
have bornethe image of the earthy, we shall also bear theimage of the heavenly.” Theimage
of Jesus Christ will be reproduced in ou lives. The world will know that we have been with Jesus
(Acts. 4:13).

Thiseterna life, isthevery life of Godthe Father that wasin Jesus Christ, that will manifest
in al who are born again o the Spirit (John 3:7), and o the Word (1 Peter 1:23). It isthe very life
of Godthe Father that wasin Jesus, andisin all whoareborn again. ItisGod, living Hislifeinyou
andyouliving your lifein Jesus Christ, the Son d God.It isnct alifelike God tes, it isthevery life
of God living in you!

Thosewhoare nat born again do na havethislife of God dwelli ngin them. When they die,
they go to hell. Not because God daes not love them. Not because they did anything wrong, bu
becaise they did na receve the freeqgift of eternal lifein Christ Jesus. In John 110-13it says,

Hewasin theworld, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not.

He ame unto hisown, and his own receved him not.

But asmany asreceaved him, to them gave he power to becomethe sons of God, even

to them that believe on his name:



Those who will recave Jesus Christ into their lives and kelieve on His name, they shall become
“born again of the Spirit” and inherit eterna lifein Christ Jesus. That is the Good News!

Thisisapersona relationship with the Father and the Son that will reproducethe very life
of God in those who are “born agan of the Spirit” (John 36). No ore can become born again
withou “personal y inviti ng Jesusto comeinto their lives’ and then making Him LORD and Savior
of their lives. Godwill not recave anyonewho daesnat (of their own free will receve Jesus Christ
asLORD. Godwill never force anyoneto recave Jesus, it must be apersonal invitation, no ol dse
can doit for us.



THE GOSPEL

To understand“The Gospel,” we need the compl ete Biblefrom Genesisthrough Revelation.
We must search the complete Scripturesto find the truth o the Gospel. The Gospel did nad start in
Matthew. It started even before the foundation d the world. The beginning of the Gospel is
mentioned in Revelation 138 whereit says, “theLamb slain from thefoundation of theworld.”

The gospel includesthe blood d the Lamb, which takes away the sins of theworld. Not just
catain sinsbut al the sins of the wholeworld (1 John 22). It’ s the bloodthat cleanses us from all
sin (1 John 17). Over and ower throughou the Bible it mentions the blood d the everlasting
covenant that takes away all our sins. That is the Good News.

That isonly a part of the GoodNews. If that was all there wasto it, we would only live on
this eath with ou sins washed away by the blood.What would happen then, when we die? Those
who “are not” born again would still go to hell for all eternity.

Ancther part of the GoodNewsisthat we canreceve Jesus Christ asLORD and Savior, and
inherit eterna life. Everyone's snsare paid for by the blood d the Lamb. But, if they are not born
again beforethey die, they will still spendeternityin hell. Therefore, Jesus ssidinJohn 37,“Marvel
not that | said unto thee Yemust be born agan.” Forgivenessof sinisnat enough, “We must
be barn again.” The GoodNewsisthat we can beaome born again simply by recaving Jesus Christ
as LORD and Savior (John 111-13).

If you are not aborn again Christian, with a witnessin your spirit (a knowing beyond all
douh), you can become born again by asking the LORD to receveyou.In John 111,12 spe&king
of Jesus, it says,

He ame unto hisown, and hisown recaved him not.

But asmany asreceaved him, to them gave he power to beaome the sons of God, even

to them that believe on hisname:

If you pray aprayer likethefoll owing (from your heat), Jesuswill receveyouandyouwill become
born again.

"LORD, Jesus, | knowthat You aethe Son ¢ God.| knowthat You ded onthe aossfor me.
| know that God raised You from the dead.

Jesus, | ask Youto comeinto my life. LiveYour lifein me! Let Your will bedorein me! Let
thewill of God bedorein my lifeasit wasin Your life. | surrender my life to You, Jesus!

You lead me by Your Sgrit and!l will foll ow to the best of my ahility. | will li vefor You dl
the days of my life, as Youlead me by Your Sgrit.

| receve YouNow, as my LORD, and VIOR for all eternity. | will be with You here on
earth, andl will bewith Youin heaven, foreve andeve. | will giveYou dl the Glory. It isfor You
that | will li veforeve. Amen."

Ancther part of the GoodNewsisthat we can recavethe Holy Spirit and paver over all the
works of the devil. We must receve the power offered to us, or we will not operate in paver over
the devil .

Looking in Luke 9:1 it tellsus, “ Then he alled histwelve disciples together, and gave
them power and authority over all devils, and to cure diseases.” If Jesus did na give them the
power, they would na have had the power. In Luke 10:1 it says, “After these things the Lord
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appointed other seventy also, and sent them two and two before hisfaceinto every city and
place, whither he himself would come.” Aswe study the Scriptures, we will findthat Jesus gave
these seventy the same power He gave the twelve. We seethisin Luke 10:17, whereit says, “ And
the seventy returned agan with joy, saying, Lord, even thedevil sare subjed unto usthrough
thy name.” In Luke 10:19, Jesus said to the seventy, “Behold, | giveunto you power to tread on
serpents and scor pions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means
hurt you.”

So we seethat Jesus gave them power over al theworks of the devil . But what many did na
seeisthat the power that Jesus gave them is“authoritative power,” that is, the power they had over
all the powers of the devil isin the authority to use His name.

This same power Jesus gave to those seventy is aso given to al who are in Christ today
(Mark 16:15-18). “In Hisname,” we have dl the powers of heaven to bad us up when we use His
name. His name is above every name, and every kneemust bow to His name (Phil. 229,10. Thisis
GoodNews for Christians...

The baptism in the Holy Spirit with the evidence of spe&king in tonguesis a promise from
Godto al who are born again and desire the baptism in the Holy Spirit. God will nat withhdd the
baptism inthe Holy Spirit from any born again Christian who desirestoreceve. It isGod swill t hat
every Christian be baptized in the Holy Spirit and spe&k in tongues. Therefore, if you do nd spe&k
in tongues and you cesire to receve the baptism in the Holy Spirit, just say a prayer, similar to the
following one, and you will receve the Holy Spirit with the evidence of spe&ing in tongues.

"Jesus, Yousaid in Mark 16:17,that in Your name | can cast out devls.

Saan,inthe name of Jesus, | cast you ou of my mind. You haveno auhority over my mind.
My mindisclear of all demonic oppressonin Jesus name.

Father, according to Your Word in Luke11:13, You promised me the Holy Sgrit if | ask.
Father, | am now asking You to gve me the Holy Sgrit with the ewdence of speaking in Your
heavenly languag. | receveHim from You naw, in Jesus name."

Now, from this day forth, continue to pray in the Spirit every day...



UNDERSTANDING THE GOSPEL

Today, there ae many Christians nat benefitting from the Gospel because they do nd
understandthe Gospel. There have been anumber of teadingsthat are not acording to the Gospel,
and many believe those teadings and do nd benefit from the True Gospel.

To understandthe Gospel, we must recave information from the Holy Spirit; for the gospel
must be reveded to usindividually to uncerstandit. In 1 Corinthians 2:12-14 it tells us,

Now we have receved, not the spirit of theworld, but the spirit which is of God; that

we might know thethingsthat are freely given to us of God.

Which thingsalso we speak, not in thewor dswhich man'swisdom teacheth, but which

the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual thingswith spiritual.

But the natural man receveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are

fodishnessuntohim: neither can heknow them, becausethey are spiritually discemed.
There are many teading from their natural minds what they think the Bible says. These have not
recaved truerevelation d what the Holy Spirit teadies. They have “information” from the written
Word bu not “revelation,” comparing spiritual things with spiritual. We must have the help of the
Holy Spirit to uncerstand the true gospel.

Withou informationin the written Word of Godwe caand receve revelation. Y et withou
revelation by the Holy Spirit we caana understand the true Word of God. We see &idenceof this
in the four gospels, whereby the Pharisees and the Sadducees came ajainst Jesus by not
understanding the Law. The Law wasnat for the purposeof justifying anyone (Acts13:38,39.“ The
law was our schoomaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might bejustified by faith” (Gal.
3:24). Galatians 2:16 says, “ Knowing that aman isnot justified by theworksof thelaw, but by
thefaith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might bejustified by
thefaith of Christ, and not by theworksof thelaw: for by theworks of the law shall no flesh
bejustified.”

Therefore, we must have revelation to have understanding of the Gospel. This revelation
comes by the Holy Spirit as He reveds the truth to us from the written Word (the Bible). To
understand the gospel we must consider the mmplete Word of God from Genesis through
Revelation. Different parts of the gospel are reveded in dfferent parts of the Bible. Yet, the
complete gospel and the complete Bible dways agrees from Genesis through Revelation.

First we neal to seethe plan of Godfor man from the complete Bible, that is from Genesis
through Revelation. Then we neal to seethe Gospel in the plan of God. By understanding certain
things from the Bible we can better understand the Gospel.

First we need to understand what happened beforethe aedion d man. InJohn 11-3it tells
us,

In the beginning wasthe Word, and the Word waswith God, and the Word was God.

The samewasin the beginning with God.

All thingswere made by him; and without him wasnot any thingmadethat wasmade.
Then in John 114 it tells us, “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we
beheld hisglory, theglory as of the only begatten of the Father,) full of graceand truth.”

In 1John 1,2it says,

That which wasfrom thebeginning, which wehavehear d, which wehave seen with our



eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life;

(For thelifewas manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness and shew unto you

that eternal life, which waswith the Father, and was manifested unto us;)

By these verses we can plainly seethat Jesusis “the Word of God.” In 1 John 57 it says, “ For
there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and
thesethree are one.” In thisverse, Jesusis cdled “the Word.” God and His Word are one. The
Father, the Son,andthe Holy Spirit are One. They canna be separated from ead ather, yet they are
three persons, making one God. In the natural mind, people caana understand this, but when the
Holy Spirit gives us revelation, we know it to be true.

Understanding God, we seein Genesis 1:1 it says, “In the beginning God created the
heaven and the arth.” By thiswe know how the hearens and eath came into existence Yet, the
Scripture explainsin more detail , that it wasthe Son d God,whowe know as Jesus, that creaed all
things as we seethem today (the Father and the Holy Spirit working with Him and through Him).
In Colosgans 1:16,17it tells us,

For by him wereall thingscreated, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visibleand

invisible, whether they bethrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things

were created by him, and for him:

And heisbefore all things, and by him all things consist.

Before Jesus cameintheflesh of man, John 13 says, “ All thingswere made by him; and without
him wasnot any thing madethat wasmade.” Then after Jesus camein thefleshasman, John 110
tellsus, “Hewasin theworld, and the world was made by him, and theworld knew him not.”

By thisit is very plain that Jesus is given the aedit for the aeaion d thisworld, and all
thingsthat exist. Heisthe Son d God andHeisaso the Word of God.Hewill always be Who He
is acording to Revelation 411, which says, “Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receve glory and
honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were
created.”

To understandthe Gospel and God' s plan for man, we must go badk before Genesis 1:2 and
seewhat had already taken placein the heavens. It tellsusin Ezekiel 28, that there was an angel (a
cherub), who we know from Isaiah 1412, was cdled Lucifer. Ezekiel 28:14 says, “Thou art the
anointed cherub that covereth; and | have set theeso: thou wast upon the holy mountain of
God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire.” Most Christians
understand what is cdled” the holy mountain of God,” is where the throne of Godisin heaven.
Verse 13 says, “Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; every precious gone was thy
covering, the sardius, topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the
sapphire, the enerald, and the carbuncle, and gald: theworkmanship of thy tabretsand of thy
pipeswas prepared in theein the day that thou wast created.” The descriptionin thisverseis
symbalic, comparing spiritual things to natural things. From this and aher verses in the Bible we
understandthat Lucifer wastheleader of multit udes of angels, leading praise andworship beforethe
throne of God in the heavens.

Ezekiel 2815 says of Lucifer, “Thou wast perfed in thy ways from the day that thou
wast created, till iniquity was found in thee” He was creaed perfed in the day that he was
creaed. By hisownwill, hededded na to dowhat Godcreaed him to do.Therefore, “ iniquity was
found in” him. In heaven, before the throne of God, there can be nosin or iniquity, only haliness



for Godishaly.

In Ezekidl 28:16through 19it explains how that God gave Lucifer an oppatunity to repent,
but he did na repent. He was given warning of what would happen if he did na repent, bu he did
not repent. Inlsaiah 1412it tell swhat happened to Lucifer after hedid nd repent. It says, “How art
thou fallen from heaven, O L ucifer, son of themorning! how art thou cut down totheground,
which didst weaken the nations!” The word “ground” aso meansthe eath, which was creaed
in the beginning (Gen. 1:1). From that time on, Lucifer, now cdl ed the Devil, and Satan continued
to rebel against God, and against man, whom the LORD God creaed in Genesis Chapters One and
Two.Isaiah 1413-20tell susof what Lucifer (now cdl ed the Devil , and Satan), continuesto do urtil
heis cast into the lake of fire (Rev. 20.10).

Asaresult of what Lucifer did, besides causing multit udes of angelsto follow him, God no
longer had multit udes of heavenly haosts praising and worshiping before His throne.

Thisiswherethe plan of Godfor man had it’s beginning. God' s plan isto have multitudes
of people praising and worshiping the Father and the Son kefore the throne of Godin heaven for all
eternity. Wesee &idenceof thisin Revelation 48-11andin Revelation 58-14.Thenumber of those
praising andworshiping beforethethronewere* ten thousand timesten thousand, and thousands
of thousands’ (Rev. 5:11). They were from every nation and ever kindred.

The Gospel tell sushow Godisacmmpli shing Hisplan for multit udes of Christiansto spend
eternity before the throne of God in heaven. Not only those we cdl Christians, bu even thase who
died before Jesus came into thisworld (asthe Son d Man), to take avay thesin of theworld (Matt.
1:21).

To understand God s plan for man, we must aso understand God and eternity. God always
existed from the beginning. It was Godthat creaed all things through His Son. For God, thereisno
timein eternity. The word “eternity” also means “forever, with no keginning and noending.” God
isaways “Now,” and always operates in the Now.

Therefore, God hes the adility to forget the past (our sins that have been confessed and
washed away by the blood d the Lamb) (1 John1:7-9). Once God forgets the past, He does nat
remember it any more (Heb. 812).

Being Godisfrom eternity past with noending, God knawvsthe endfrom the beginning. The
Son of God, Whois God with the Father and the Holy Spirit, is “the Alpha and the Omega, the
beginning and the ending” (Rev. 1:8). God hes “foreknowledge” of all that has and will happen
throughou eternity. God knaws everything thereisto knav abou the eath, man, Satan, andall that
Hecreaed. Therefore, God seesthe endfrom the beginning in every situationanyone (including you
and 1) will ever facein life. There is nothing that God daes not know, and there is nothing God
canna turn aroundfor our goodin ou life. Godisfor us, na against us (Rom. 8:31).

To understand the gospel, we must understand God's foreknowledge and what God hed
drealy dore “before Adam wascreaed.” Onething Christians shoud know isthat God hed already
chosen them in Him before the world was creaed. It tellsusin Ephesians 1:4,5,

According as he hath chosen usin him before the foundation of the world, that we

should be holy and without blame before him in love:

Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himsdlf,

according to the goad pleasure of hiswill.

Theword “world” used in Ephesians 1:4 in the Greek is “kosmos,” meaning “the physicd world



andall it’sinhabitants.” Sometimes it includes the sun, the moon,and the stars. Before, there was
a physicd world (as we seeit how), God hed already chosen usin Him. His plan was to adopt us
(that is, all whowould receve Jesus Christ astheir LORD and Savior), as children by Jesus Christ,
(or in Christ), “according to the goad pleasure of hiswill .”

By God sforeknowledge, His plan wasfinished from thefoundation d theworld. God krew
you and | before we were born into thisworld. He knew us before the world was formed, “before
thefoundation of theworld.” God krew everything before thisworld wasformed, before Genesis
1:2, before “the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.”

God has dedared the end from the beginning, andin dang so it tells us, “the Lamb dlain
from the foundation of theworld” (Rev. 138). Theword “world” againis“kosmos,” the same
asin Ephesians 1:4. Before the world that is now was creaed, “the Lamb was dedared dain...”

Why wasthe Lamb slain from thefoundition d theworld? The Lamb was dainto take avay
the sins of the world! God krew what the devil would doto man in the garden of Eden. God krew
the end from the beginning. God had a plan, and Satan could na change God's plan. God's plan
concerning sin was dedared finished from the foundation d the world, and then it was compl eted
onthe Crossof Calvary. Jesusisthe Lamb of Godthat took away the sin of theworld (1 John 22).

Even before Jesus came into thisworld as “the Lamb of God,” Hesaid in Isaiah 4325,“I,
even |, am hethat blotteth out thy transgressonsfor mine own sake, and will not remember
thy sins” Again in Isaiah 4422 the LORD said, “I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy
transgressons, and, asacloud, thy sins: return unto me; for | have redeemed thee” How did
Heblot their sinsout? By the blood d the Lamb that was dain onthe Crossof Calvary.

Look also at what Jesus said to the man with the palsy in Luke 5:20,“Man, thy sins are
forgiven thee” Thisman's snswere drealy forgiven and he did na know it. Yet, Jesus had na
as yet gonre to the Crossand paid the price with His blood. What God haed dedared from the
founcition of the world was just as eff edive before the Crossas it is after the Cross Godis from
eternity through eternity, and HisWord istrue dl thetime, forever. HisWord was sttled in hearen
from the foundition d the world.



THE DECEIVER WASDECEIVED

In Revelation 2Q2,3 Satan is $oken of as the decever of the nations. In John 844, Jesus
spoke of Satan asamurderer andaliar. Jesus sid, “ Hewasa murderer from thebeginning, and
abodenot in thetruth, becausethereisnotruth in him. When he speaketh alie, he speaketh
of hisown: for heisaliar, and the father of it.”

All who are decaved are deceved by the lies of the devil. When Eve was deceved in the
garden of Eden, she was decaved by the lies of the devil as he used the serpent to spe&k to Eve.
From that time on, Satan has been using peopleto spe&k hislies and decave many.

When man was first created and dacel in the garden o Eden, Satan was arealy there,
represented by the treeof knowledge of goodand evil. Satan had the power of deah, the angel of
deah is Satan’ s representative. We seethisin Exodus 12:23 where it cdlsthe angel of deah “the
destroyer.” It says, “For the LORD will passthrough to smite the Egyptians; and when he
sedh the blood upon thelintel, and on the two side posts, the LORD will passover thedoor,
and will not suffer the destroyer to comein unto your housesto smiteyou.” Then we seethat
deahisanenemyin 1Corinthians 15:26.1n Hebrews 2:6-18, we seethat Jesustook ou deah upon
Himself that He might destroy the Devil who hasthepower of deah. In Hebrews9:26-28, it tell sthat
it was appanted urto man orceto de, and after that the judgement. But, Jesus took uponHimself
the punishment of deah, that we muld become one with Him in eterna life.

What Satan planned for our destruction was for our good, that we @muld become “sons and
daughters of God in Christ Jesus’ for all eternity. By Jesus deah and resurredion, He defeaed
Satan and naw gives to thase who believe g@ernal lifein Him.

When the devil used the serpent to deceve Eve, andthen used Eveto get Adam to e of the
treeof knowledge of good and evil, he did na know the plan o God from the foundition d the
world. What Satan thought for our destructionwas for our good(that is, for thase whowill believe
Godandreceve Jesus Christ asLORD and Savior). For thosewhoarein Christ, deah hasno paver
over them. When they are born again, the second ceah (eternal deah) is defeaed by the new birth.
Only those whaose name is not written in the Lamb’sbookof life will experiencethe second ceah
(Rev. 20:14,15.

When Lucifer was creaed, he was perfed in the day that he was creaed (Ezek. 2815). He
had the best pasition anyone @muld havein al eternity (before the throne of God). Lucifer lost his
pasitionandwas cast down to the eath (Isa. 14:12). Inthefuture, hewill be cat into thelake of fire
(Rev. 2010). Satan, also cdled the devil, went from heaven to eath, and will end upin hell.

When God creaed mankind, man began in corruption (1 Cor. 1542). The eath that man's
body was made of was corrupt, that is, it was worthless before the Spirit of God moved uponthe
faceof thedeey (Gen. 12). God dd na say man was perfed in the day that he was creaed. It says,
“And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it wasvery goad” (Gen. 1:31).

God hed a better plan for man. In 1 Corinthians 15:42-44 it says,

So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is own in corr uption; it is raised in

incorr uption:

It is own in dishonour; it israised in glory: it is wn in weakness it israised in

power:
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It issown a natural body; it israised a spiritual body. Thereis a natural body, and

thereisa spiritual body.

God is “making man perfed” in Christ Jesus. Man is not perfed withou Christ Jesus. Man starts
from the bottom andis perfeded by Godto live before the throne of God, praising and worshiping
the Father and the Son forever and ever. What Satan lost, man gained, al becaise of Jesus...

By theforeknowledgeof God, Satan wasdefeaded andmanwasglorified from thefoundation
of the world. God krew what Satan would doin the garden of Eden. God krew Eve would be
deceved and Satan would use Adam to bring sin and dceah urto al mankind.

Wewere dl in Adamwhen he aeof thetreeof knowledge of goodandevil . Acts 17:26 says,
“And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the faceof the erth, and
hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation.” From the
fleshand Hood d Adam, we dl had ou beginning. We dl came out of Adam, even Eve was taken
out of Adam. We were dl in Adam the day he ae of the treeof knowledge of goodandevil. Just as
Levi wasin Abraham when hepaid tithesto Melchisedec wewere dsoin Adam (Heb. 7:9,20. Just
as Jesus was in the loins of King David when Nathan prophesied we were dso in Adam (2 Sam.
7:12).

When Adam ate of the treeof knowledge of goodand evil, sin and deah entered the human
race Romans5:12tellsus, “W herefore, asby oneman sin entered intotheworld, and death by
sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.” Adam didn't die that day, but
sinand deah “passed upon m andall mankindthat day.” Sinand deah remained in mankind urtil
after Jesus defeaed sin and deah for usonthe Crossof Calvary. Y et, Hisworkswerededared from
the foundation d the world.

In 1 Corinthians 2:7,8it says,

But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God

ordained before theworld unto our glory:

Which none of the princes of thisworld knew: for had they known it, they would not

have crucified theLord of glory.

What Satan dd when he aqucifiedthe LORD, washisdefea and ou gain. Our victory over the devil
isin Jesus Christ and what He did for us. Jesus becane our righteousness our sanctification, air
justificaion, ou redeemer, etc.

When Jesus arose again from the dead, He becane thefirstborn of many brethren. Heisthe
Seoond Adam, the firstborn from the dead. Satan caused the first Adam to sin, and sin and ceah
passed uponall mankind.Jesusdefeaed sinand deah, and kecanethe SecondAdam, andset usfree
of sin and ceah and all the works of the devil. What Satan thought for bad was for our good. That
we oould be saved by gracethrough faith, and nd of ourselves, it isagift from God (Eph. 28,9).

Satan, becauseof hisadions, inherited eternal deahin hell. Because of what Jesusdid, those
who arein Christ, have inherited eternal lifein Christ. Satan’s endis down to hell. For those who
arein Christ, their endisupin heaven before the throne of God.
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THE LORD ISIN CONTROL

In Acts 2:36, Peter, quding the Scriptures whil e spegking to the Jews abou Jesus, whowas
crucified, said, “ Therefore let all thehouse of Israel know asauredly, that God hath madethat
same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.” Inthisverseit tells us that Jesus
isbath LORD and Christ. He became “Jesus’ when Hewas born into thisworld asthe Son d Man.
He becamne Christ when He was anainted with the Holy Spirit, foll owing Hiswater baptism by John
the Baptist. He was LORD from the beginning of this credion.

He was always LORD from the beginning. The word “LORD” in the Hebrew is
“Y @hovah/JEHOVAH.” The King James Version d the Bible trandated the Hebrew word
“Y@hovah” to LORD over six-thousand five-hunded times in the Old Testament. The Hebrew
word for “God’ in the Old Testament is“Elohyim,” which isthe plural form of God."Eloah” isthe
singular from, sometimes dhortened to “El.” When the word “LORD” is used in front of the word
“God,” itisusually identifying one person d thethreepersons of the Godhead. Sometimestheword
“LORD” is ge&king of Godthe Father (such asin Proverbs 8:22). Most of the time throughou the
Old Testament the word “LORD” pertains to the Son d God who we know as JESUS.

Thissame JESUS (whothe dhief priestsof the Jews had crucified), wasawaysLORD of this
credion. “All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was
made’ (John 13). When He formed man of the dust of the groundand kreahed into man’ s nostril s
the breah of life, Hewascdled “theLORD God” (Gen. 27). When He spoketo Mosesin Exodus
6:3 it says, “And | appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by the name of God
Almighty, but by my name JEHOVAH was I not known to them.” Theword “1” identifiesthe
one spe&king as the LORD, Himself.

Jesussaidin John 6846,“ Not that any man hath seen theFather, savehewhich isof God,
hehath seen theFather.” InJohn 537,Jesus sid,“ And the Father himself, which hath sent me,
hath bornewitnessof me. Yehaveneither heard hisvoiceat any time, nor seen his shape.” The
apostle Johnwrote in John 118, “No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son,
which isin the bosom of the Father, he hath dedared him.” There ae many other Scripture
versesthroughou the Biblethat proveit was Jesus, Himself, that wasin control of all that happened
intheOld Testament. Hewasaways“LORD” over thiscreaion.Colosgans 1:16says, “ For by him
wereall thingscreated, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visibleand invisible, whether
they bethrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all thingswere created by him, and
for him.”

Jesusis*“the Word of God” that camein the flesh of man to redeam us from the works of
the devil . By the Word of God all thingswere aeaed, and ndahing was creaed withou Him. Heis
the“ Alphaand Omega,thebeginning and the ending, saith theL ord, which is, and which was,
and which istocome, the Almighty” (Rev. 1:8). Hewashereonthiseath asLORD al throughou
the Old Testament. Hewashereoneath for thirty-three ad ore-half yeasas“ Jesus.” Heisreigning
oneathtoday as“Christ,” thehead of Hisbody, the church. He shall soonreturn as LORD of lords
and King of kings, andreign for one-thousand yeas (Rev. 20.4).

The LORD is God, with the Father and the Holy Spirit. And “God is Love...” (1 John
4:8,16). Godlovesthosewhoreceve Him as God. The LORD, whowas Godin the Old Testament
timesaways delivered and proteded His people when they believed in Him andtrusted Him. Look
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at the time when the threeHebrew children were cat into afiery furnacein Daniel 3:15-18. 1t says,

Now if ye be ready that at what time ye hear the sound of the @rnet, flute, harp,

sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, yefall down and wor ship the

image which | have made; well: but if ye worship not, ye shall be ast the same hour
intothemidst of aburningfiery furnace and whoisthat God that shall deliver you out
of my hands?

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered and said totheking, O Nebuchadnezzir,

we are not careful to answer theein thismatter.

If it beso, aur God whom we serveisableto deliver usfrom theburning fiery furnace

and he will deliver usout of thine hand, O king.

But if not, beit known unto theg O king, that we will not servethy gods, nor wor ship

the gaden image which thou hast set up.

There was no doult or unbelief in their answer to the king. O King, if you“do’ throw usinto the
fiery furnace “our God whom weserveisabletodeliver usfromtheburningfiery furnace, and
hewill deliver usout of thinehand...” But, Oking, if you“do nd” throw usinto thefiery furnace
“wewill not servethy gads, nor wor ship the golden image which thou hast set up.”

Godislove, and loves, proteds, and celivers thase who walk by faith, without doult and
unbelief. Look what happened when King Nebuchadnezzar had them thrown into the furnace.

Then Nebuchadnezzar thekingwasastonied, and roseup in haste, and spake, and said

unto hiscounsellors, Did not we ast three men bound into the midst of thefire? They

answered and said unto the king, True, O king.

He answered and said, Lo, | seefour men loase, walking in the midst of thefire, and

they have no hurt; and theform of thefourth islikethe Son of God. (Dan. 324,25.
The LORD got right in the furnacewith the threeHebrew children, “ And the princes, governors,
and captains, and theking'scounsellors, being gahered together, saw these men, upon whose
bodies the fire had no power, nor was an hair of their head singed, neither were their coats
changed, nor the smell of fire had passed on them” (Dan. 327).

Theword “saved” in bah the Old Testament and the New Testament means * deli vered and
proteded.” The LORD always delivered and proteded those who bkelieved His Word from the
beginning of Genesis through the end d Revelation.

The LORD isover thiscredion,He dwayshasbeen, andHe dwayswill be. Heis Godwith
the Father and the Holy Spirit (1 John 57). All things are under His control, and nahing happens
withou Him knowing what ishappening. He dways confirmsthe Word with signsfoll owing (Mark
16:20). If the Word is not confirmed with signs foll owing, it is becaise people have mised it “the
Word never falls.” The LORD never fallsto confirm His Word. He is God and He never changes
(Mal. 106, Heb. 138).

Satanisthe god d thisworld (2 Cor. 4:4). He blinds the minds of thase who do nd believe
the gospel. Being that Satan isagod, ke has supernatural powers greaer than that of man. But, his
power islimited by the LORD. He can do nahing unlessthe LORD permits him. Many times the
LORD permitted Satan to destroy, because the Word of God is truth. Thase whose names are nat
writteninthe Lamb’sbook d lifewill end upin hell (Rev. 20:15). Not because God wanted it that
way, but because God hes given HisWord and cannat changeit. In Romans 6:16it says, “ Know ye
not, that to whom yeyield your selves srvantsto doey, his servantsye are to whom ye obey;
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whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?” That's God' s Word and He
canna change it.

Satan’ s powersarelimited and he can do nahing unlessthe LORD permitshim. InJob 112,
Satan was permitted by the LORD to destroy Job's sonsand daughters and much of what belonged
to Job. But, Satan could na do it until the LORD permitted it. Again in Job 26,7, Satan was
permitted to smite Job with sore bail s, but he was not permitted to take Job'slife. Satan could na
smite Job urtil after the LORD permitted him to doit.

In Exodus 12:23it says, “ For the LORD will passthrough to smitethe Egyptians; and
when he seeh the blood upon thelintel, and on the two side posts, the LORD will passover
thedoor, and will not suffer thedestroyer tocomein unto your housesto smiteyou.” Thedeah
angel was permitted to destroy thefirst-born of al i n Egypt (except thase whose house had theblood
on the doa post). The LORD went with the deah angel to make sure he did nd destroy in the
houses where the bloodwas applied. There ae many recordings in the Scriptures where Satan was
permitted to docertain things, bu could na do anything unlessthe LORD permitted him.

Christians neal to knav the LORD as Creaor and LORD over this credion. They need to
“TrustintheLORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding” (Prov.
3:5). When the LORD spoke to Abraham concerning the birth of Isaag He said, “Is any thing too
hard for the LORD?” (Gen. 1814). The LORD is God ower this cregion and He will never go
against HisWord. Numbers 23:19 says, “ God isnot a man, that he should lie; neither the son of
man, that he should repent: hath he said, and shall henot doit? o hath he spoken, and shall
he not make it goad?” The LORD will always confirm the Word with signs following (Mark
16:20).

Jesus was always LORD over this creaion. Even when He caneinto thisworld as the Son
of Man, ban of awoman. Hewas gill LORD over this credionandthe devil and hisdemonsknew
it. InMark 1:24,an urclean spirit cried ou, saying, “ L et usalone; what haveweto dowith thee
thou Jesusof Nazareth? art thou cometo destroy us? | know theewho thou art, theHoly One
of God.” In Matthew 8:29 it says the spirits “ cried out, saying, What have we to do with thee
Jesus, thou Son of God? art thou come hither to torment us before the time?” These spirits
knew that Jesus was the Son d God, the LORD over this credion.

Even though Jesus did na operate & God while He was here in the flesh, yet the demons
knew Hewasthe Son d GodandLORD over thiscreaion.InLuke10:17,it says, “ And the seventy
returned agan with joy, saying, Lord, even thedevil sare subjed unto usthrough thy name.”
Those devil s knew who Jesus was, and the power of His name.

Christians need to know Jesus as LORD and Christ, and the power of Hisname. They need
to know Jesus as the Son d God, the aeaor of this credion. They need to know the gospel,
concerning all that Jesus did for us.

When Christiansunderstandand knav Jesus asLORD over thiscreaionand submit to Him
acordingto HisWord, Satan can haveno paver over them. Jesuswill confirm the Word with signs
following (Mark 16:20).
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TWO GOSPELS

Thereis one “so cdled” gospel being preadied today that seems always to be pointing at
some personas being the caise of all our problems. It startswith panting at Adam, saying heisthe
cause of al our problem. Because Adam sinned, thewholeworldis suffering from sin. If wefoll ow
the teadings of those who teach along this line, we will seethat they are teading a “sin gospel.”
Everything they tead is based uponsin in ore form or other. Someone sinned, therefore someone
isto bamefor sin. The end result of this sn gospel points to what Satan did, nd what Jesus did.

Inteading a “sin gospel,” they start with what it saysabou Adam and Evein the garden of
Eden. Then they add alot towhat is sid (that isnot in the Scriptures), and Hame Adam for the fall
of maninto sin. They cdl it “thefall of man.” In thisteading, they add alot to their teating that
is nat in the Scriptures talking abou Adam in the beginning. Because of the many teadings
concerning “thefall of man,” all over theworld Christiansare divided onmany of the teatings that
start from this basic teating.

IsGodfor divisonwithinthebody of Christ? It doesn’t say that in the Scriptures. IsGodthe
author of confusion within the body of Christ? It doesn’t say that in the Scriptures. There must be
something wrong with what is being taught if it causes divisions and confusion.

Not to say the teading of “the fall of man” istotally wrong, but look what happens when
people addthingsto the Word of Godthat isnot therein the original Scriptures? If people addtothe
Word of God, things that were nat there in the beginning, what will happen to the Word o God?
Will it be the true pure Word of God, a some mixture of truth and error?

Nowhere doesthe Bibletell uswe shoud add anything to the Word of God. Neither doesit
tell usto take anything away from the Word of God. The Word of Godis TRUTH and we canna
addanything to it to makeit more True, and reither can wetake anything away from it andstill have
the whole TRUTH. Actualy, the Bible tells us nat to add anything to the Word of God a take
anything away from the Word of God (Deu. 42, 1232, Prov. 306, Rev. 2218,19.

GodandHisWord areOne. Thisis ®enclealyinJohn 11, whereit says, “1nthebeginning
wastheWord, and theWord waswith God, and theWord wasGod.” Inl John 57 it says, “ For
there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and
thesethreeare one.” Thistellsusthat theWord of Godandthe Father andthe Holy Spirit are One,
they canna be separated from ead ather. One means one, na more than ore and nd lessthan ore.
Y et, we know there ae threepersonsin the Godheal, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and
they are One. Beingthey are One, it isnot possblefor them to dsagree danytime, anywhere. If they
were to disagreethey would nolonger be one in agreement.

Now we know that many Biblestoday do nd have 1 John 57 inthem, bu that doesnot mean
God added it later, neither does it mean God took it out. The alding to the Word of God and the
taking away from the Word of God is nat awork of God, it is awork of men “influenced by the
princeof the power of the ar” (Eph. 22). Christians ought to have ahigher resped for the Word of
God than to foll ow those who have aleser resped for the Word of God.

Every time someone alds something to theWord of Godthey changewhat God said to make
it say what they want it to say. At the same time, every time someone takes smething away from
the Word of God they change it so they can make it say what they want it to say. In either case, it is
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nat agoodideato try to change the Word of God, for the Word of Godwill standforever, whether
we believeit or nat. Y et, our eterna existenceisbased uponthe Word of God, nd thewords of men.
Our personal existenceisbased uporwhat wedoabou theWord of God?Will webelievetheWord
of God a will webelieve alie?If itisnot the TRUTH, itisaLlE, thereisnoin-between. Blak is
blad and white iswhite, they do nd mix. Darknessis darknessand light islight, they do nd mix.
Darknessisthe ésenceof light. In 1John 15it tellsus, “ God islight, and in himisno darkness
at all.”

If wefoll ow theteading of “thefall of man,” with all it’ sadded teadingsthat arenat in the
Scriptures, we find alot of divisionand confusion within the dhurches. In esence, the teading of
“thefall of man” becomesa “sin gospel,” rather than a “righteousnessgospel.” Beforewe follow a
sin gospel, we shoud look at a “righteousnessgospel,” and seewhich ore more conforms to the
Written Word of God from Genesis through Revelation. Which oreis God trying to teah? A sin
gospel, or arighteousnessgospel ?

The churches that tead “a sin gospel” always san to have problems with people being
under condemnation. They also experience many falli ng away, andlosing interest in remaining as
members of their churches. Thiseven happensto the dil dren of pastorswho pread “a sin gospel.”
Y et, the Scripture says, “ Thereistherefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ
Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit” (Rom. 8:1). Evidently, condemnation
only comes when Christians walk after the flesh. At the sametimeif there was nosin, there would
be no condemnation. Thereby, sin and condemnation work together.

How much of a “sin gospel” is God teading? In Romans 5:12,13,it says,

Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death

passd upon all men, for that all have sinned:

(For until thelaw sin wasin theworld: but sin isnot imputed when thereisno law.
Eventhough, sinwasin theworld, Godisnat imputing sin when thereisnolaw. Doesthislooklike
the“sin gospel” isthe most important gospel that God wants taught? It doesn’t seen that way here.
Lookat what it saysin Romans 5:18,19

Therefore asby theoff enceof onejudgment cameupon all men to condemnation; even

so by the righteousnessof onethefreegift came upon all men unto justification of life.

For asby one man'sdisobediencemany were made sinners, so by the obedienceof one

shall many be made righteous.

Which oreis God emphasizing, the “sin” or the “righteousness?” Whois Godraising up, “ Adam”
who sinned o “Jesus,” whois our righteousness? From Genesis through Revelation, the Bible is
pointing to Jesus, na Adam. From Genesis through Revelation, God is trying to teath
“righteousness” nat “sin.” Righteousnessisawork of God,sinisawork of the devil. Whois God
raising up, the devil or Jesus?

Sin brings condemnation...But, whoiscondemning people becaise of sin, God, a thedevil
or isit man himself? In John 317,18it says,

For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world

through him might be saved.

He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned

already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.
Thistell susthat man condemnshimself by “ not believMng” “in thename of theonly begotten Son
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of God.”

When welookat the gospel that Jesus preadied, it isnot “a singospel,” it is“a righteousness
gospel.” When we look at the gospel Paul preached, it is not “a sin gospel,” it is “a righteousness
gospel.” Why are so many Christians teading asin gospel, instead of arighteousnessgospel. Isit
becaise they do nd understand the righteousness gospel. Is it becaise the only gospel they
understandis asin gospel?

Have you ever noticed that when Jesus went abou teading and preading, he was not
preading asin gospel, bu rather arighteousnessgospel ? How many times did Jesusfirst tell thase
who cameto Him, “youmust confessyour sins,” then you can recave? Did Jesus pread sin, o did
He preat “ believethegospd of thekingdom of God?” At the sametime, did Jesusignorethesin
iswue, or did He aldressit in aproper manner?

Totheman with the palsy, Jesus sid, “Man, thy sinsare forgiven thee' (Luke5:20). How
could Jesus sy this? Did the man have sinin hislife? Yes, everyone has sn in their lives, from
Adam on except Jesus. “...all have sinned, and come short of theglory of God” (Rom. 3:23).

Sinisaniswe, bu itisnot themainisale... Righteousnessovercomes sn...therighteousness
of God is greder than sin. The gospel of Christ is the power of God urto salvation, nd unto
condemnation (Rom. 1:16).

For the man with the pal sy, “ the Lamb was dain from the foundation of theworld” (Rev.
13:8). Thesinisuewas %ttled in hearen before Adam was creaed. What Adam did isno dfferent
than what youand| did. Heisnot agreaer sinner than we ae. His snsarenot greaer than ou sins.
Sinis sn, andthereis only one way out of sin and that is “believing in the righteousnessof Jesus
Christ,” Who bae our sins for us on the Crossof Calvary. The Lamb was dain for our sins and
transgressons. Right from the foundation d the world, our sins were drealy dedared by God as
“paid for by the blood d the Lamb.”

Did Jesus go aroundtalking abou sin? Not redly. Jesus went aroundtalking abou the
kingdom of God which overcomes sn... To the woman taken in the act of adultery in John 811,
Jesus said, “ Neither do | condemn thee go, and sin no more.” Did Jesus overlookthe sinisaue?
No, but Hegavethesolution,“go sin nomore.” But, if you ndiced, to thosewhowere her acaisers,
Jesus sid, “Hethat iswithout sin among you, let him first cast a stoneat her” (John 87).

What abou the man at the pod of Bethesda in John 5.1t says, “W hen Jesus saw him lie,
and knew that hehad been now alongtimein that case, he saith unto him, Wilt thou bemade
whole?” (John 56). Jesusdidn't say aword to the man abou sin at that time. Did the man have sin
in hislife? In verse 14, it says, “ Afterward Jesusfindeth him in thetemple, and said unto him,
Behold, thou art madewhole: sin no more, lest awor sething comeuntothee” “Sin nomore,”
impliesthat therewas sninvovedin hiscondtion,andtheway to prevent the same condtionfrom
coming badk even worseis*“sin no more...”

What is the difference between a sin gospel and a righteousness gospel ? Those who talk
abou sin andtheir mindisonsin, will end upwith sin taking control of their lives. Those who talk
abou righteousnessand their mind is on righteousnesswill end upwalking in righteousness

What our mind dwvells upongetsinto ou heat. What comes out of our heat controls our
lives. What isin ou heat showsupin howv welive (Matt. 1235). What we believein ou heat and
confesswith ou mouth can save us or condemn us (Rom. 10:8-10).

The gospel that shoud be preaded, is “thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy
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heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength...” (Mark 1230).
The morewelove God, the lessdesirewewill havefor sin. The more fell owship we have with God
thelessdesirewewill havefor sin. Sinis overcome by awork of Godin ou lives, acwrding to the
love of God within us.

Hebrews 9:14 tell s us that the blood d Jesus Christ shoud puge, cleanse, or purify our
heats from sin. The desire of sin is removed by the working of the Holy Spirit within us as He
teadies us and applies the Blood d Jesus Christ to al that we do.In 1John 17 it says, “ But if we
walk in thelight, as heisin thelight, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth usfrom all sin.”

Christians do nd need to be reminded “nat to sin,” they need to be reminded to “love the
LORD ou Godwith al our heat...” Thelove of God will take avay all desirefor sinin the flesh.
We canna serve two masters, sin and righteousnessat the same time. Romans 6:16 says, “ Know
yenot, that towhom yeyield your selves ®rvantsto doey, his ®rvantsyeare towhom yeobey;
whether of sin unto death, or of obedienceunto righteousness?”

Where do al these different teatings come from? It al started badk in Genesis 3. When
Adam andEvewereinthegarden of Eden therewasalso the Treeof Life, andthetreeof knowledge
of goodandevil. The Treeof Lifewould producein man the very life of God. The very life of God
would producerighteousness peacegandjoy. The Treeof life operatesfrom the spirit of man, by the
Word o God and the Holy Spirit.

The treeof knowledge of goodand evil will producetwo types of knowledge that operates
from the soul, and mind d man. Onetype of knowledge isthe knowledge of good.Religious sirits
are spirits that put people into bonage to rules and regulations in some form or other. Always
tending toward how to begood,and hav to please God, a some other god. They include saaifices,
obligations, etc. that man must do to please God.

The knowledge of evil isa condemning spirit that always works through the mind d man
condemning man for what hedid that isnot right in the sight of God. Thesetwo are aresult of aladk
of love for God.

The treeof knowledge of goodand evil aways produces deah. Thereisno spiritual lifein
thetreeof knowledge of goodandevil. Whereasthe Treeof Life produces eterna life (thevery life
of Godin man).

For everything God dces, Satan has a wurterfeit operation. For life from God, Satan has
deah. It isinteresting that the works of Satan are dwaystwofold, a morethan God.Asan example,
al throughou thetime of the prophets of old, there were dways many morefal se prophetsthan true
prophets of God. At the time of Elijah, he prayed the LORD concerning the prophets, thinking he
was the only ore left. Yet, the LORD said “ Yet | have left me seven thousand in Isradl, all the
kneeswhich havenot bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which hath not kiseed him” (1 Kings
19:14,18. Remember when Elij ah took the people up onmount Carmel, He was the only prophet
of the LORD there, bu there were nine hunded-fifty false prophets there.

The Treeof Life has only one fruit uponit, the very life of God. The treeof knowledge of
good and evil has two types of fruit, good and evil; yet both fruit produce deah. There ae false
religions in the world, religions who do na know the True and Living God, Jesus Christ. They
worship false gods, and serve them from the flesh. There ae many Christians today, who till
worship false operations of the spirits of thisworld. They operate from their mind, nd from their
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spirit. The Apastle Paul said in Romans 1:9, “For God is my witness whom | serve with my
spirit...” Christians canna serve God with their mind, they must serve God with their spirit. Jesus
said to the woman at the well in John 424, God is Spirit, and those who wor ship Him must
worship in spirit and truth” (NKJV).

Christians have amind, will, and intelled; but it must be transformed by the Word of God
(Rom. 122). Not so that we can serve Godwith ou mind, bu so that our mind daesnat get over into
the treeof knowledge of goodand evil, and cause us to live by our own righteousness We cannd
be saved by ads of our righteousness but by faith in Jesus Christ and what He has dore for us.

When man was in the garden of Eden he had a choice the Treeof Life or the tree of
knowledge of goodand evil. Adam and Eve chase the treeof knowledge of goodand evil, and by
their deasionall haverecaeved sin and dceah resident in them. Romans 5:12tellsus, “W herefore,
asby oneman sin entered intotheworld, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men,
for that all have sinned.” Notice Adam did na die that day, bu sin and deah “ passed upon all
men” that day.

We were dl in Adam the day that Adam ate of the treeof knowledge of good and evil,
therefore, we dl had sin and deah resident in us when we were born of the flesh into thisworld.

Thisiswhere the two gospels had their beginning, right in the garden of Eden. Those who
are teating a sin gospel haven’t seen the true gospel that Jesus taught, nar the gospel that others
taught in the New Testament. Thereisamajor error made anong many Christian churchestoday in
the way they addressthe isaue of sin.

Right from the beginning, when Adam sinned in the garden of Eden, it was not the issue of
what Adam did that condemned him, it was what he did na dothat caused his defed. God dd na
condemn Adam for what he did, He only informed Adam of the results caused by what he did.

Man’ssinswill not condemn him to hell... It'sman’ s negled of doing what Godtold him to
dothat will condemn man to hell. Adam’ s problem was nat that he de of the treeof knowledge of
goodandevil... Adam’s problem was that he did na ed of the Treeof Life...

Lookat what the LORD God said in Genesis 3:22,“ Behold, the man isbecme as one of
us, toknow goad and evil: and now, lest he put forth hishand, and takealso of thetreeof life,
and eat, and livefor ever.” Did you knawv that thase who ea of the Treeof Lifewill |i veforever?
Did you knaw that the issue mncerning the treeof life and the treeof knowledge of goodand evil
was not that sin would condemn man to hell for all eternity...

Didyou knav that Adam’s snswere drealy dedared as* washed away by the Blood d the
Lamb,” before Adam wasformed of thedust of theground? Look at Revelation 138, whereit says,
“...the Lamb dain from the foundation of theworld.”

The good rews is that righteousnesscomes only by what Jesus did for us on Calvary, na
what wedid ar did na do.Sinisnot theissue when it comesto the gospel of Jesus Christ. Theisaue
is na what Adam did wrong, it iswhat Adam did na do...Adam did na ea of the Treeof Life...
JesusistheTreeof Life... All eternal lifefor manisin Christ Jesus. Heis“theWay, the Truth, and
theLife” (John 146). Wemust ed of Hisflesh and dink of Hisbloodif we aeto have dernal life.
Jesus said in John 656,57,

Hethat eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and | in him.

Astheliving Father hath sent me, and | live by the Father: so hethat eateth me, even

he shall li ve by me.
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Is this the gospel that is preadied in the churches today? Or are they preaching another
gospel? O’ how sad it isthat there ae so many Christians preading ancther gospel, thinking they
are doing God a favor... They think they are right by teading a sin gospel, rather than a
righteousnessgospel.

OnceChristians get off into teading asin gospel, they get off into “goodworks,” rather than
what God ddfor usin Christ Jesus. All their goodworkslead them into greder error, andthey don't
sean to find the peacethat is promised them in the New Covenant.

Some who have been taught the sin gospel will ask, what then are we to doabou sin? The
answer is smply, repent and go sin no more. In 2 Corinthians 10:5 it says, “ Casting down
imaginations (reasoning), and every high thing that exalteth itself aganst the knowledge of
God, and bringinginto captivity every thought totheobedienceof Christ.” When every thought
is brought into subedionto the anointing within you, sin will have no dacein your life. In 1 John
1:7 it says, “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with
another, and theblood of JesusChrist his Son cleanseth usfromall sin.” If wesin,goto 1John
1:9,“If we confessour sins, heisfaithful and just toforgiveusour sins, and to cleanseusfrom
all unrighteousness” Then also remember 1 John 21, “My little children, these thingswritel
unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ the righteous.”

If we lovethe LORD our God with all our heat, mind, soul, and strength, sin will have no
placein ou lives. We caina serve God and sin a the same time, it’snat possble...

Lookat what it saysin Romans 6:1-4,

What shall we say then? Shall we mntinuein sin, that grace may abound?

God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?

Know yenot, that so many of usaswere baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into

hisdeath?

Therefore weare buried with him by baptismintodeath: that likeasChrist wasraised

up from thedead by theglory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newnessof

life.
When we walk in the newnessof life, sin will have no placein ou lives. When we walk in the
newnessof lifewe ed of thetreeof life, we ea of the body of Jesus Christ and dink of Hisblood
(John 653,59.

Itisnot what Adam did by eding of thetreeof knowledge of goodandevil . It iswhat Adam
did nat do by nat eding of the Treeof Life... It isnot what wedid in ou liveswhenwe sinned, it is
what we did na dothat would have kept us from sinning...

The New Covenant startsin Genesis 2:9, when God dacel in the garden of Eden the Tree
of Life. That lifeisin Christ Jesus (John 14). The New Covenant is not based uponworks of the
flesh, but thework of Godin ou spirit. Godworks from our spirit, man worksfrom hismind. What
man daes by works of his mind are not acceptable to God as righteousness Godis not pleased by
what man dces from hismind. Godis pleased by faith in what He has done for man in Christ Jesus.

Hebrews 10:38says, “ Now thejust shall li veby faith: but if any man draw back, my soul
shall haveno pleasure in him.” Hebrews 11:6 says, “ But without faith it isimpossbleto please
him: for hethat cometh to God must believethat heis, and that heisarewarder of them that
dili gently seek him.” Faith was the requirement to please God right from the beginning. Abel was
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dedared righteous by his faith. Hebrews 11:4 says, “ By faith Abel offered unto God a more
excdlent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witnessthat he was righteous, God
testifying of hisgifts: and by it hebeing dead yet speaketh.” It isnot by works of theflesh, it is
by faith.

The Law in the Old Testament was only a schodmaster (Gal. 3:24-26). A schodmaster is
to teat us what is of God and what is not of God. Once we know that the Law could nad justify
anyone, we understand that only by the works of God in Christ Jesus can we be justified. In Acts
13:38,39it says,

Beit known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through thisman is preached

unto you theforgivenessof sins:

And by him all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be

justified by the law of M oses.

The Law of Moses contains the knowledge of goodand evil that God tes. In Genesis 3:22
it tell sus, “ And theL ORD God said, Behold, theman isbecmmeasoneof us, toknow goad and
evil...” God always had the knowledge of goodand evil. When we recave the knowledge of good
andevil from Godit isgood.But whenwe ea of “thetree” of knowledge of goodandevil from the
devil, it isnat good. The Law isgood, bu it isnat the will of Godthat Christians shoud apply the
Law of Moses to their lives to pease God. Gaatians 2:16 says, “Knowing that a man is not
justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in
JesusChrist, that wemight bejustified by thefaith of Christ, and not by theworksof thelaw:
for by theworks of thelaw shall no flesh be justified.”

Lookin Acts 15:28.29,

For it seeamed goad to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden

than these necessary things,

That yeabstain from meatsoffered toidols, and from blood, and from things grangled,

and from fornication: from which if ye keep your selves, ye shall dowell. Fare ye well .
When Christians get over into trying to please God by doing good ceeals, and teading “you must
make yourself perfed before God,” they get over into righteousness by works, rather than
righteousnessby faith.

Godis nat looking for thase who are righteous in themselves, but for those who reed the
righteousnessof Godintheir lives. When Christiansthink they can please Godin theflesh, they are
foll owing anather spirit. To please God, we must “live by faith.” Not the kind d faith in what we
cando, bu faithinwhat God hesalready dorefor usin Christ Jesus. Thefaith that trustsin God and
nat in man. Thefaith that Godislove andin Godthereisno urrighteousness Thefaith that Godis
our source, na man, nd what we can do, buiwhat God hes already dore for usin Christ Jesus.

That’s only the beginning of faith for thase wholove God. For if wetruly love God, thenwe
will nolonger try to dothings withou God. For along with faith, we must also be led by the Spirit
of God. If the Spirit of Godis leading, then we will not do ou own will of theflesh, bu rather the
will of God from our spirit.

We canna dothewill of Godfrom our mind,for our mindis gill corrupt. We aestill i nthe
process of renewing our mind onthe Word of God, “that ye may prove what isthat goad, and
acceptable, and perfed, will of God” (Rom. 122). Now, God daesn’t have threewill s for man,
so be caeful when someonetell syouthat what youare doing isthe accetablewill of God.God hes
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one plan for mankind and orewill for mankind, which isgood,accetable, and perfed. God swill
isthat, “man would live by faith, being led by HisHoly Spirit.”

There are many who still think they can fulfill the will of God by keeping all the
commandments of the Old Testament. Thiswill only causethem to becomereligiousandtied down
to many rules and regulations, which like the Pharisees could never make aman perfed. In 2
Corinthians 3:6 it tells us, “...not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter kill eth, but the
spirit giveth life.”

Jesus cameto lring life, nat deah. Jesus came that we might walk after the Spirit and nd
after the flesh. The Law isfor the flesh, thase who walk after the flesh. The Spirit isfor thase who
walk after the Spirit. The Law brings condemnation, the Spirit bringslife, liberty, andfreedom. Not
freedom to dothe will of the flesh, but freedom from of the works of the flesh.

The works of the flesh are still works of darkness The Spirit bringslight that we can walk
inthelight and nd in darkness In 1John 15it tellsus, “ Thisthen isthe message which we have
heard of him, and dedare unto you, that God islight, and in him isno darknessat all.”

Those whotead that we can please God by our works of righteousnessare still walking in
the flesh. We need to go all the way badk to Genesis 2:9 if we want to seethe will of God for man.
In Genesis 2.9t tellsus, “ And out of the ground madethe LORD God to grow every treethat
ispleasant to the sight, and goad for food; thetreeof lifealsoin the midst of the garden, and
the tree of knowledge of goad and evil.”

It is very unfortunate that the Engli sh transations have placed a semi-colon following the
words “good for food;” instead of a period. It would have been much easier for people to
understandif they had started the next versewith “ Thetreeof lifealso in themidst of thegarden,
and thetree of knowledge of goad and evil.” Thefirst part of verse nine pertainsto the flesh of
man, the second part of verse nine pertains to the living soul. Thefirst part of verse nine provided
for the natural things for man onthis eath. But the seoond part of verse nine pertainsto the gernal
existenceof man. Eating of the Treeof Lifewill produce dernd life. Eating of thetreeof knowledge
of goodandevil will produce gernal damnation, a separationfrom God. The Treeof Life, hasonly
onetype of fruit onit, that isthe very life of God. The treeof knowledge of goodand evil hastwo
types of fruit onit. Both of these types produce deah, eternal damnation, separation from God for
al eternity.

When Christianstead “from their minds,” “ what they say” the Holy Spirit is ge&king of in
Genesis 2.9, they get all kindsof ideas, andall kindsof imaginations. There ae many whothink that
when Eve gave of the fruit of the treeto Adam, she gave him an apple, like a @ple from an apple
tree And Adam ate an apple, like people ed fruit from fruit trees. If you have been deceved with
thiskind d teading, you reed to pray andask the Holy Spirit to open your understanding andtead
you the truth (Luke 24:45).

The Treeof Life and the treeof knowledge of good and evil were not physicd trees. You
canna seethem with your natural eyes. They were nat in the midde of the garden. They were “in
the midst of the garden,” which is “in and among al the trees of the garden.” They were not
physicd, they were spiritual trees. Onerepresenting thevery life of God, cdl edthe Treeof Life. The
other representing sin and deah, whereby Satan could tempt mankindinto becoming self-righteous
or condemn athers for being evil.

When Eve gaveto Adam of the treeof knowledge of goodand evil to ed thereof, she spoke

22



“words.” Adam harkened to “the words of hiswife” thereby partaking also of the treewhich the
LORD God hed told him nat to ea thereof. Genesis 3:17 says, “ And unto Adam he said, Because
thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the treg of which |
commanded thee saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed istheground for thy sake; in sorr ow
shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life.”

After Adam and Eve de of thetreeof knowledge of goodandevil, the LORD cameto them
inthegarden. In Genesis 3:8 it says, “ And they heard thevoiceof theLORD God walkinginthe
garden in the wd of theday...” The Treeof Life hasavoice thevoiceof the LORD. Thefruit of
thetreeof knowledge of goodandevil also hasavoice thevoiceof Satan...In Genesis 3:1, spe&ing
of the serpent, it says, “... And he said unto thewoman...” Here, Satan used the serpent to spek
to Eve. Satan can spe&k with an audible voice, bu in most cases he uses smeone dse to dothe
spe&ing for him. Many that Satan usestoday arethosewhosay they arein theministry, or say “God
told them...,” but it wasn't the God we serve, it was the devil ...

The voiceof the LORD andthe voiceof Satan could be head inthegarden. The LORD was
therein the garden that Adam and Eve could talk to Him, and e& of the Treeof Life. Satan was also
in the garden, trying to get them to ed of the treeof knowledge of goodand evil.

First the serpent spoke to Eve, decaved her and she did ea. Then Eve spoke to Adam and
he did ea aso. From the very first day that man was creaed, vaces were head in the garden. Man
must make adedsion as to which vaice he will foll ow.

So many Christianstoday aresaying, “ Godtold me....”! Be caeful of which vacethey head,
was it God a was it another voice? The voice of God will lways agreewith the written Word of
God,andwill alwaysbewitnessed by the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit gives awitnessin the spirits
of thase who are born again o the Word and the Spirit (Rom. 8:16; 1 John 510).

When Christians try to please God by operating from their natural mind, they are eaing of
thetreeof knowledge of goodandevil . God hed planned from the beginning that we shoud belike
His Son, Jesus Christ; andwalk after the Spirit and nd after the flesh. Jesus did nahing, unessHe
first receved it from His Father...(John 434, 519,30, 638, 826,28, 716, 838, 1249,50, 1410).

Christians need to be caeful of which gospel they are heaing today. Isit agospel of thetree
of knowledge of good? Isit agospel of thetreeof knowledge of evil ? Or could it be another gospel ?
The Gospel weshoud belistening for is* the gospel of thekingdom of God,” where Godthe Holy
Spirit reignsin ou lives. A gospel wherewewalk by faith and nd by sight, wherewe aeled by the
Holy Spirit, na the mind, a the teadings of men.

When the LORD cameto Adam and Eve in the garden, He did na come to condemn them,
Hecameto savethem from theworksof the devil . First the LORD asked, “W hereart thou?” (Gen.
3:9). Didn't the LORD know where Adam and Eve were? Certainly, He knew. He wastrying to get
their attention, that they might confesstheir sin, and return to the LORD God their creaor. Then
Adam answered, “| heard thy voicein thegarden, and | wasafraid, because | wasnaked; and
| hid myself” (Gen. 310). TheLORD, till tryingto get Adam to confesshis sn, asked, “W hotold
theethat thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of thetree, whereof | commanded theethat thou
shouldest not eat?” Adam still did na confesshis sn as sn, bu tried to passthe blame unto Eve,
saying, “ Thewoman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of thetree, and | did eat”
(Gen. 312).

Thetreeof the knowledge of goodwill alwaystry to justify sin... Self-righteousness based
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uponwhat anather hasdorewill not restore anyoneto thefavor or love of God.Godislove, and nd
willi ng that any shoud perish, bu Truth must be mnfessed. Christianscanna blame alyone dsefor
their sins.

Thereisabig mistake made anong many Christians, who dame Adamfor their sins. Saying,
Adamisour problem, he sold usout to the devil, he dmmmitted high treason, and Satan becane the
god of this world. That is a false statement, and anyone who is listening to the Holy Spirit and
studying the Word of God will know that is not of God...

Yes, it istrue, Adam sinned. Asit saysin Romans 5:12,“ Wherefore, as by oneman sin
entered into theworld, and death by sin; and so death passd upon all men, for that all have
sinned.” Thisistrue, bu Christians houd study thewhaeBible, na go by oneverse. Wewere dl
in Adam when he de of thetreeof knowledge of goodandevil, therefore sin and deah passed upon
all the descendants of Adam.

We can spendalot of time blaming Adam for sin. But, why nat look at the plan of Godfrom
God's pant of view instead of man’s. The Lamb was dain from the foundation d the world (Rev.
13:8). Adam’s sn was drealy dedared, “ cleansed by the blood d the Lamb,” before Adam was
creded.

Romans 11:32 says, “ For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have
mercy upon all.” Unbelief is sn. God hed concluded all mankind in sin that “ He might save (by
Gracethrough faith), those who come to Jesus.” Galatians 3:22 says, “ But the scripture hath
concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them that
believe.” Adam could have been “saved by gracethrough faith” had he confessed his sn. But,
because of the voice of the treeof knowledge of goodand evil, Adam did na confesshis sn.In 1
John 1.9 it says, “If we aonfessour sins, heisfaithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to
cleanse usfrom all unrighteousness”

We were dl in Adam when he de of the tree We ae dl of the bloodine of Adam. Acts
17:26tell sus, the LORD God“ hath made of oneblood all nationsof men for to dwell on all the
faceof the earth.” Sin came through the blood-line dl theway from Adam. Only Jesus, the Son d
God, is nat of the bloodine of Adam, He is of the flesh-line of Eve, “born of the seed of the
woman” (Gen. 315). Being born of the sead of the woman, Jesus was aman, with flesh and dood.
He becane the seoond Adam, or Man, that came into this world “withou sin and deah in Him.”
Adamwasthefirst maninthisworld withou sinand deah. Adamwasnat “theson d God’ as sme
tead. But hewas creaed by the LORD God, and was without sin and ceah urtil he de of thetree
of knowledge of goodand evil.

Jesus cameinto thisworld, ban of the Holy Spirit andwoman. Being withou sinand ceah,
He became our righteousness God “ hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we
might be made the righteousnessof God in him” (2 Cor. 5:21).

What Satan thought for evil, God used for our good.For in Adam, all have sinned, that God
could save by grace thase who come to Jesus andreceve Him as LORD and Savior. Romans 3:23
says, “ For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.”

Godis not condemning usfor our past sins, na for the sin that passed upon $ from Adam
on.Godisnot for deah, Heisfor life, that we might havelifein Christ Jesus. In 1Corinthians 15:22
it tellsus, “For asin Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.” The man dof the
flesh must die that the man of the Spirit can live forever. In the Spirit, thereisno deah, in theflesh
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thereisno eternal life. We must go from the flesh to the Spirit, from lifein Adam to lifein Christ
Jesus.

God's plan was aways, that we would spend eternity with Him in heaven, praising and
worshiping the Father andthe Son kefore the throne of God. Satan had that positionat onetime, bu
he chose naot to praise and worship God, therefore, he was cast down to the eath. Satan came from
before the throne of God, davn to the eath, and will eventualy spend eternity in hell. We have an
oppatunity to go from sin and ceah urto eterna life, and spend eternity praising and worshiping
the Father and the Son lefore the throne (Rev. 4:10,11, 512, etc.).

What Satan thowght for evil in the garden of Eden, was for our good..for no man can be
justified by hisgoodworks, or self-righteousness Only by the righteousnessof Jesus Christ can we
be made righteousness Only by the blood d the Lamb, can we be deansed of al our sins.

Itis sad that there ae so many preading a “sin gospel” rather than the true “righteousness
gospel” that Jesus taught. Thasewhotead asin gospel usualy are the oneswho get moreinvolved
in sin than many who rever head either gospel.

The “sin gospel” causes many Spirit-filled Christians to justify their sins and walk in
unrighteousness while walking after the flesh rather than after the Spirit (Rom. 8:1). They trust in
the world and worlds g/stem to supdy al their neeals, rather than in faith in Godto supgy al their
needs. When they have anedl, they turnto ather Christiansto supgy their needs, rather than trusting
in God as their only sourcefor al their neals.

Asthey continueto preadtheir “sin gospel,” they put othersunder condemnationwhen they
aretakenin afault, rather than restoring them by bringing them badk to the true gospel (Gal. 6:1-6).
By thismany have departed from the faith and have gone foll owing after other spirits (1 Tim. 4:1).

Jesussaidin 1232,“And |, if | belifted up from the erth, will draw all men unto me.”
If Christianswould pread the true “righteousnessgospel,” and lift up Jesus, He will draw al men
unto Him... The true gospel will set men freg whereas the “sin gospel” will put Christians under
condemnation.

We must be caeful asto which gospel we pread. For we will all give an acount for the
things we have taught in thislife.
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GOD ISNOT CONDEMNING MAN

Those who teat a sin gospel are dways talking abou sin in ore form or another. They
emphasi ze the need to make yourself perfed before God. Y es, we must purge oursel ves from those
thingsthat arenot pleasing to God (2 Tim. 219-22). But, if we will submit ourselvesunto Godand
resist the devil he will fleefrom us (James 4:7). The right way to walk with God is to Love the
LORD ou God, submit ourselves unto the leading of the Holy Spirit, and resist the devil. Of our
own ability, we caana withstand the dtadks of the enemy. But, with the whole amor of God, we
can stand against the devil at al times (Eph. 612-18).

God is not condemning those who are His Children. God is for us, not against us (Rom.
8:31). He sent us His Word to live by. He sent us His Holy Spirit to Tead, Guide, Comfort, Lea,
and Help us.

Godisperfeding Hischildren...We caana make ourselves perfed. Hebrews 13:20,21says,

Now the God of peace that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great

shepherd of the shee, through the blood of the ererlasting covenant,

Make you perfed in every goad work to do his will, working in you that which is

wellpleasing in his sght, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever.

Amen.

Godis perfeding us, by awork which He has begunin us, through Christ Jesus. In 1 Peter 5:10it
says, “ But theGod of all grace who hath called usunto hiseternal glory by Christ Jesus, after
that ye have suffered awhile, makeyou perfed, stablish, strengthen, settleyou.” Godisgoing
to perfed you, that is, “ make you perfea!” Phili ppians 2:13 says, “ For it is God which worketh
in you both to will and to do o hisgoad pleasure.” In Jude 1:24,25it says,

Now unto him that isableto keep you from falling, and to present you faultlessbefore

the presenceof hisglory with exceealing joy,

To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both

now and ever. Amen.

God“is ableto keep you from falling, and to present you faultlessbefore the presenceof his
glory with excealing joy.” Of ourselves, we ae not able to present ourselves haly, unblameable
before God.What we caana do d ourselves Godisdaing for usin Christ Jesus by aworking of the
Spirit of Godwithin us (Phil. 2:13). Phili ppians 1:6 says, “ Being confident of thisvery thing, that
he which hath begun a goal work in you will perform it until theday of Jesus Christ.”

Godisnot condemning His children. Actualy, it isthe oppasite. Godisfor us and the devil
isthe acaiser of the brethren (Rev. 1210). Aswe lookthroughou the Biblewewill see Godisfor
us, na against us (Rom. 8:31).

Look at when Adam and Eve sinned in the garden of Eden. The LORD did na condemn
Adam andEve. He even cameto them inthe aad of the evening, to talk with them after they sinned.
After spesking to Adam, Eve, and the serpent, the LORD promised to come & “the seal of the
woman” and destroy theworks of thedevil, that man could have d@ernal life “born again of the Spirit
andthe Word.” That people could become “children of God’ through the new birth, into the family
of God.

Lookwhat the LORD Godsaid in Genesis3:15,“ And | will put enmity between theeand
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thewoman, and between thy seed and her sedd; it shall bruisethy head, and thou shalt bruise
his hed.” Did the LORD keep His promise? He cetainly did. He was born into this world of a
virgin, becane man, andtookall our sinsandiniquities, sicknessand dseases uponHimself. Then
He died and arose again from the dead onthe third day. In 1 John 22 it says, “And heisthe
propitiation for our sins: and not for oursonly, but also for thesinsof thewholeworld.” The
sins of the whole world were laid uponJesus, and He bore them for us.

Godisnot condemning peoplefor their sins. Godis stting usfreeof al sinandiniquity, by
the blood d Jesus Christ. Through the blood d the everlasting covenant (Heb. 912, 15, 1320).

Look at the time when Abraham did wrong, first in Genesis 1213, Abraham, in fea of his
lifetold Sarah totell the Egyptiansthat shewashis sster. Hedid thisasecondtimein Genesis 20:2.
In bath cases, God dd na condemn Abraham for lying. Then, alsoin Genesis16,Abraham let Sarah
talk him into having a child with her maid, Hagar. Sarah knew this was wrong, she admitted it in
verse 5, saying, “My wrong be upon thee | have given my maid into thy bosom...” God rever
condemned Abraham for what hedid, even though Christians have suff ered much asaresult of what
Abraham did.

Many times the children of Israd did wrong in the sight of the LORD, yet He was always
thereto forgivewhen they cameto Him. Godisnot condemning peoplefor their wrong, Heisaways
thereto forgive when they cometo Him. “ If we confessour sins, heisfaithful and just toforgive
usour sins, and to cleanse usfrom all unrighteousness’ (1 John 19).

Y es, thase who do nd come to the LORD, when they fail, do py apricefor their sins. But
it isnot Godthat causesthem to pay the price, it’ sthemsel vesthat bring abou their own destruction.
People condemn themselves by nat coming to the LORD when they have dore wrong.

In John 522 Jesus said, “For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all
judgment unto the Son.” In John 815, Jesus sid, “ Yejudge after the flesh; | judge no man.”
TheninJohn 1231 Jesus sid, “ Now isthejudgment of thisworld: now shall the princeof this
world be ast out.” If youwill noticewhat Jesus said, you will seethat in the judgement of this
world, it is Satan that is being judged, along with thase who follow him. Therefore, God is nat
judging Christians. But peoplewhowill nat receve Jesus Christ asLORD and Savior will bejudged
along with Satan.

People, nomatter if they are Christians or not can dowhatsoever they wish. The LORD will
not stop them from doing whatsoever they want to. He didn't stop Adam and Eve (Gen. 3:6). He
didn't stopCain (Gen. 48), even though He spoketo Cain before Cain slew Abel, totry towarn him
of thework of thewicked ore. The LORD never stopped anyone from committing sin against Him.
Whatsoever man desires to do, te can do.

But, bein mind d this, in John 1247, Jesus sid, “ And if any man hear my words, and
believe not, | judge him not: for | came not to judge theworld, but to savetheworld.” If we
do nat believe the words of Jesus, He will nat judge us at this time. But, look what Jesus said in
verse 48,“Hethat rejedeth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the
word that | have spoken, the same shall judge him in thelast day.” On the last day, we will al
be judged by the words that Jesus had spoken, and are recorded in the Bible.

It is important to understand, God is LOVE. And Love does not condemn. But, man
condemns himself by nat believing onthe Son d God,who came, na to condemn bu to save. King
David said to Solomonin 1 Chronicles 289, “ And thou, Solomon my son, know thou the God
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of thy father, and serve him with a perfed heart and with a willing mind: for the LORD
searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all theimaginationsof thethoughts: if thou seek him,
hewill befound of thee but if thou forsake him, hewill cast theeoff for ever.”

Godislove, andisdaing everything He can to help usto gain and maintain ou eternal life
with Him forever. It isnolonger upto God. It isupto us. Will webelieve HisWord, receve dl that
He has provided for us, and Love Him with al our heat, mind, soul, and strength?

Christians can pread and tead a sin gospd if they want to; God will not stop them.
Christians can also pread arighteousnessgospel and God will not stop them; as a matter of fad,
the Holy Spirit will help them if they preat a righteousness gospel. God hes been teading a
righteousnessgospel from the beginning of thiscreaion,andisnot goingto stop.Itisarealy settled
in heaven, and will standforever.

Y et, God can orly save thase who come to Him andrecave Jesus Christ astheir LORD and
Savior. The Treeof Lifewasin the garden for Adam and Eve to ed the fruit thereof. But, they did
nat take of thefruit and ea. Therefore, Genesis 3:22 says, “ And the LORD God said, Behold, the
man is beame as one of us, to know goad and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and
takealso of thetreeof life, and eat, and live for ever.” Had Adam eden of the Treeof Life, he
would have lived forever. But, he had already taken of the tree of knowledge of good and evil,
therefore, Genesis 3:23,24tell s us,

Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground

from whencehe was taken.

So hedrove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims,

and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keg theway o thetreeof life.
Notice it says“to keep theway o thetreeof life.” “ Theway” means, “a course of life or mode
of adion.” God hed aplan for the treeof life, and at that time He was preserving the “the way of
thetreeof life,” until Jesus came and paid the price

The way of the Treeof Lifeincludesthat the Holy Spirit Lead, Guide, Comfort, Help, and
Tead us. For spiritua things are not naturaly understood. In 1 Corinthians 2:14 it says, “the
natural man recaveth not thethings of the Spirit of God: for they are fodishnessunto him:
neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discemed.”

All over the world there ae people cmming against the true gospel. These people do nd
understand spiritual things, for they are not naturally discerned. If we do nd foll ow the plan of God
from the beginning to the end,we could easil y get over into eding of the treeof knowledge of good
and evil. If we ed of the treeof knowledge of good and evil, God will not stop ws, bu we could
condemn ourselves. Not becaise God dces not love us, bu becaise we did na ea of the Treeof
Life.

28



THE GOSPEL JESUS PREACHED

In the beginning of Jesus' ministry, He cdl ed to Himself twelve disciples, whowere cdl ed
apostles later. These men were not al Levites, of the tribe of Levi. They were of the Children of
Israd, but unlearned men in the Scriptures. They leaned from Jesus what the will of Godwas. The
Pharisees and the Sadducees were the oneswho shoud have known the Scriptures. And acording
to the Law of Moses many of them taught strictly from the Law. The Sabbath day was one of the
main isaues they used against Jesus.

When we understandthe Law of Moses properly, it wasaschodmaster, to bring them to the
knowledge of God. But it was not rules and regulations that shoud keep a personin bondge. The
Law was good, in that, if apersonlived acording to it, they could prosper and ke in good hedth
(Joshua 1:8). But the Law could na take the placeof a personal relationship with God. It helped
themto havefell owship with God bu they could na becomebornagain by followingthe Law. They
could na receve the baptism in the Holy Spirit by the Law.

When Jesus chose Hisdisciples, He chasethem based uponthewill of the Father. Every one
of Jesus disciples were given to Him by His Father (John 176,9). These disciples did what Jesus
taught them to do.They cast out devils, cleansed the lepers, heded the sick, raised the dead, etc.
They did na do these things acarding to the Law, they did them by gracethrough faith.

Jesus lived uncer the Old Covenant, bu brought in the New Covenant. Much of Jesus
teading was acarding to the New Covenant, seded in His blood (Luke 22:20).

The New Covenant is different than the Old Covenant of the Law. Y et, the New Covenant
was not a Covenant that did na exist until Jesus came and fulfill ed the Old Covenant. The New
Covenant camebeforethe Law, andthe Law could na changethe New Covenant. Galatians 3:16,17
explainsit this way,

Now to Abraham and his &l werethe promisesmade. He saith not, And to seals, as

of many; but as of one, And to thy sead, which is Christ.

And this | say, that the cvenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the law,

which was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should make

the promise of none dfed.
The New Covenant that we have was already in effed at the time of Abraham. The Law could na
change the New Covenant.

The New Covenant that was establi shed with Abraham was based uponfaith, nd rules and
regulations. The Law of Moses, which was rules and regulations could na change the Covenant of
faith. The New Covenant is based upon“Thejust shall li veby faith” (Rom. 1:17,Gal. 3:11,Heb.
10:39).

Jesus taught His disciples to live by faith, not by the Law of Moses. Christians shoud
understand this Covenant, for it is not something that God came up with after Jesus came into this
world. It was establi shed from thefoundition d theworld, even before Adam and Evewere aeaed.
God aways honaed faith as the means to oltain all that God hes planned for man. Already in
Genesis 4, we seethat Abel brought an offering to the LORD, and it was accepted, becaise he
offered it “by faith” (Heb. 114).

In Genesis 15:6, we seethat Abraham “ believed in the LORD; and he cunted it to him
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for righteousness” Righteousnessdoes not come by obeying the Law of Moses. It comes by faith,
believing in what God hes dedared as dore drealy from the foundation d the world. When we
believe God, and what He has dore for us in Christ Jesus, then it is courted urto to us as
“righteousness”

ThelLaw wasonly aschodmaster until Jesus sded the New Covenant with Hisblood(Luke
22:20). While Jesushurng onthe Cross knowing that all thingswere acompli shed that the Scripture
could befulfilled, He aied ou “it isfinished” (John 1920-30). Eventhouwgh, “the Lambwas dain
from the foundation of the world,” the Scriptures had to be fulfill ed. Satan had to be judged, and
defeded, by the deah and resurredion d Jesus Christ. Had the princes (demonic spirits) of this
world known it, they would na have aucified the LORD of Glory (1 Cor. 2:8).

Christians must discern the Scriptures properly, rightly dividing the Word of Truth (2 Tim.
2:15). The pricewas paid from the founcition o the world (Rev. 138). But the Scriptures had to
be fulfill ed, and the covenant seded by the blood d the Lamb.

The Law of Moseswas only aschodmaster to bring usto Christ, that we might live by faith
and nat by our works of righteousness If there was no law, there aould be no undbrstanding of the
thingsthat pertainto GodandHisrighteousness The Law of Mosesteadesusthethingsof Godand
the things that are not of God.

Keegoing the Law of Moses does not produce eernd life, bu it kegos us from the powers of
darkness and helps us to walk in the Light of the Truth (1 John 16,7). If we live by the Law, we
shall bejudged by the Law (Rom. 2:12). But if welive by faith, we shall bejustified by the faith of
Jesus Christ.

Many of thase who pread the Law are preaching a sin gospel, whereas those who pread
faith are preading arighteousnessgospel. The Law canna producein us eterna life, bu by faith
we canrecave dernal life andliveforever with the LORD. It isnat by our works of righteousness
but by what God has dore for usin Christ Jesus.

When Jesus taught His disciples to follow Him, He taught them to “walk by faith and not
by sight.” Jesus never acased His disciples of sin. But He often rebuked them for alad of faith.
Sin was nat the isaue in the teadings of Jesus. Faith was the bases of Jesus' teadings. When the
Pharisees acased Jesus of breging the Law, Jesus rebuked them for not knowing the Love of God
that came to set them free

Jesustaught faith, in every way He culd. He demonstrated Hisfaith by theworkswhich He
did. Then He taught others to “ walk by faith, and not by sight.” By faith, Jesus rebuked the wind
and cdmed the sea In Mark 4:39it says, “And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto
the sea, Peace be still . And the wind ceased, and therewas a great calm.” Jesus, seang afig
treg having leares and nofruit, rebuked it and it died. Mark 11:13,14says,

And sedang afig tree afar off having leaves, he ame, if haply he might find any thing

thereon: and when he ametoit, he found nothing but leaves; for thetime of figswas

not yet.

And Jesus answered and said unto it, No man eat fruit of theehereafter for ever. And

hisdisciplesheard it.

It takesfaithto spe& to atree and commandit to de. Jesustaught Hisdisciplesfaith by what
He said and what He did. When they brought sick and lame people to Jesus, by faith, Jesus oke
words and they were heded.
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Many times, Jesus commended certain people because of their faith. He told them, it was
because of their faith that they were made whale. The woman, who had anissue of bloodfor twelve
yeas, came with faith and touched Jesus garment. Jesus sad to her, “Daughter, be of good
comfort; thy faith hath made theewhole. And the woman was made whole from that hour”
(Matt. 9:22). In Matthew 9:29, Jesus touched the e/es of two bind men and said unto them
“According to your faith be it unto you.” Thenin verse 30 it tells us, “And their eyes were
opened...” Mark 10tellsus of blind Bartimaeus. In verses 51,52it tell s us,

Jesus answered and said unto him, What wilt thou that | should do unto thee? The

blind man said unto him, Lord, that | might receive my sight.

And Jesus sid unto him, Go thy way; thy faith hath made thee whole. And

immediately he receved his sght, and followed Jesusin the way.

Inthebeginning of Jesus' teadings, He* went intothesynagogieon thesabbath day, and
stood up for toread” (Luke 4:16). Jesusread from Isaiah 61,

The Spirit of the Lord isupon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel

to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliveranceto the

captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised,

To preach the acceptable year of the Lord (Luke 4:18,19.

Jesusdid na cometo condemn, He came “topreach thegospel,” thegood rews. Jesuscame
to show usthelove of Godfor al whowill receve His Sonand kelieveuponHim. GodisLove, and
Jesus came to show us the love of the Father. Jesus did na come to destroy the Law, He caneto
fulfill it for those who were under the Law. The Gentiles were never under the Law, only the
Children of Israd were under the Law.

InMark 1:14it tellsus, “ Now after that John wasput in prison, Jesuscameinto Galil eg
preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God.” What is the gospel of the Kingdom of God? It is
thegood rews, what man could na do,God ddfor usin Christ Jesus. It includes, na only what God
had already dorefor us, but what Godwantsto dothrough us by the power of HisHoly Spirit.. “ For
it isGod which worketh in you both towill and todo of hisgoad pleasure” (Phil. 2213). Itisnot
what we can do,it iswhat God wantsto doin us and through us. The kingdom of Godisthe reign
of God within us. God dwvelling in man to doHe good peasure.

In preading the gospel, Jesus told His disciples of the purpose for His coming. Matthew
16:21 says, “ From that timeforth began Jesusto shew unto hisdisciples, how that he must go
unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the dders and chief priests and scribes, and be
killed, and be raised agan thethird day.” In Matthew 20:17-191t says,

And Jesus going up to Jerusalem took the twelve disciples apart in the way, and said

unto them,

Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall be betrayed unto the dief

priests and unto the scribes, and they shall condemn him to death,

And shall deliver him to the Gentilesto mock, and to scour ge, and to crucify him: and

thethird day he shall riseagan.

Thiswas all prophesied before Jesus was born into this world.

Through Hisdeahandresurredion,Hedestroyed sin, deah, andthedevil who hesthepower
of deah. This, Jesus did, that we might have derna life and have it abundantly. Jesus was our
substitute. He bore our sins and deah for us, that we could have dernal life. Jesus didn't cometo
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condemn, He caneto save...

Thisis al apart of the gospel that Jesus preached duing His three ad ore half yeas of
ministry. He came that we might have @ernal life and have it abundantly. He came that we might
drink of the water of lifefredy. In John 737-39it says,

Jesus do0d and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink.

Hethat believeth on me, asthe scripture hath said, out of hisbelly shall flow rivers of

living water.

(But this gake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receve: for the

Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesuswas not yet glorified.)

Although the works were finished from the founcation d the world, Jesus had to come that the
Scriptures could be fulfill ed.

Jesus preadied the gospel of the kingdom of God. Jesus fulfill ed all Scripture that we might
haveeterna lifein Him. Heisthe sourceof al li fe. Withou Him, wewould na exist. Withou Him,
we caina have dernd life. Heisthe Way, the Truth, and the Life (John 614).

The gospel that Jesus preadied isnot asin gospel. It isagospel of the Good News of what
Goddid for usin Christ Jesus. How Jesustook away the sin of theworld, that we might have gernal
life with the Father for al eternity.

Jesus did na come because of sin. Jesus came because the Father desired that people would
inherit eternity with Him forever and ever. When sin came into the world, Jesus took resporsibility
for what Adam did and destroyed sin and deah for us.

Unknown to many, Adam and Eve auld have eden o the Treeof Life beforethey ate of the
treeof knowledge of goodand evil. Had they eaen o the Treeof Lifethey would have had eterna
life, regardlessof sin or nosin. (Thereisnot aChristian living today that does not have sinin their
lives. Yet there ae multitudes of Christians today that will spend eternity with God forever and
ever). Sin dd na stop God from fulfilli ng His purpose for creaing man. When sin came into the
world, Jesus defeaed it, that we might nat be lost but have @erna life in Him. Why are Christians
preating asin gospel?

Now, let’ slookat the gospel that Paul preadied. Remember already in 1Corinthians2:2 Paul
wrote, “ | determined not to know any thing among you, save JesusChrist, and him crucified.”
So, what is the most important thing the world shoud know about the gospel ? Paul preaded the
samegospel that Jesuspreadied. In 1Corinthians15:1 Paul wrote, “ M oreover, brethren, | dedare
unto you the gaspel which | preached unto you, which also ye have receved, and wherein ye
stand.” From here on, Paul explains the gospel He preaded.

By which also ye are saved, if yekegy in memory what | preached unto you, unlessye

have believed in vain.

For | delivered unto yau first of all that which | alsoreceaved, how that Christ died for

our sinsaccording to the scriptures,

And that he was buried, and that he rose agan the third day according to the

scriptures: (1 Cor. 152-4).

Thisisthe gospel that all Christians sioud knav and unarstand. How that “ Christ died for our
sins..that hewasburied, and that he rose agan thethird day according to the scriptures.”

Aswe ontinue in thisfifteenth Chapter of 1 Corinthians, we seethe aguments that arise.
Y et, for us who lelieve the most important part isin, “ Christ risen from the dead, and beaome
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thefirstfruits of them that slept” (1 Cor. 15.20).

Now, let us ethe gospel concerning sinin verses 21 and 22,

For sinceby man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead.

For asin Adam all die, even soin Christ shall all be made alive.

Verse 22isvery important. “For asin Adam all die, even soin Christ shall all be made alive.”
Thosewhoarenot bornagain arenat in Christ... They will die and spend eternity with the devil . But
those who arein Christ shall be made dive...

Now let us compare thiswith 1 Corinthians 15:42-44, which says,

So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is own in corr uption; it is raised in

incorr uption:

It is own in dishonour; it israised in glory: it is own in weakness it israised in

power:

It is own a natural body; it israised a spiritual body. Thereis a natural body, and

thereisa spiritual body.

Adam did na have aspiritual body like those who are born again o the Spirit (John 35,6).
Adam had na eaen o the Treeof Life. But al whoarein Christ have aspiritual body, by whichwe
areraised upwith Christ to sit in heavenly places (Eph. 26). Galatians 3:22tell sus, “ the scripture
hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might begiven tothem
that believe.”

We were dl in Adam when sin entered into mankind. We dl had sin and deah resident in
us. Adamwasnat spiritual, hewas natural, of thiseath. Jesuswas iritual, and camethat we might
have dernal lifewith Him in all eternity. Look at verses 45 through 49,

And so it iswritten, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was

made a quickening spirit.

Howbeit that wasnot first which is giritual, but that which isnatural; and afterward

that which is giritual.

Thefirst man isof the erth, earthy: the second man isthe Lord from heaven.

Asisthe arthy, such are they alsothat are earthy: and asistheheavenly, such are they

also that are heavenly.

And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the

heavenly.

How can Spirit-fill ed Christians pread ancther gospel and say that Adam was iritual. That
Adam was “a spirit,” with “a body” of flesh and “a soul” from God? Where does it say that in the
Bible? How can they tead that “ Adam was clothed with the glory of God..” That God and Adam
walked daily together in the garden of Eden, having perfed fell owship with ead ather.

Y es, Adam did hea the voiceof the LORD God onthe sixth day of credion,andagain later
in Genesis 3:8-23. On the sixth day, the LORD God spoke to Adam in Genesis 2:16,17.Adam
named every living creaure in Genesis 2:18-20. Adam prophesied concerning woman in Genesis
2:23-25.That isall recorded in the Bible. But, where ae they getting their other information from
that isnot inthe Bible? If it isinthe Bible, whereisit? If it isnot in the Bible, why are Spirit-fill ed
Christians teading it? Where ae they getting their information from? If it does not agreewith
Genesis 2:7, and 1Corinthians 15:45-49 there is something wrong. If any teading does not agree
with the Scriptures from Genesis through Revelation, it canna be from God.
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But, let us ®etherest of the gospel that Paul preated. The first of importanceisverse 50,
whichsays, “Now this | say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit thekingdom of God,;
neither doth corr uption inherit incorr uption.” A person must first be born again o the Spirit
before they can enter into the kingdom of God. After that, the mystery of God is reveded to them
asitisherein verses 51-57,

Behold, | shew you a mystery; We shall not all slegp, but we shall all be changed,

In amoment, in thetwinkling of an eye, at thelast trump: for thetrumpet shall sound,

and the dead shall be raised incorr uptible, and we shall be changed.

For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on

immortality.

Sowhen thiscorr uptibleshall have put on incorr uption, and thismortal shall have put

on immortality, then shall be brought to passthe saying that is written, Death is

swallowed up in victory.

O death, whereisthy sting? O grave, whereisthy victory?

The sting of death is sn; and the strength of sin isthe law.

But thanks be to God, which giveth usthevictory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Thevictory isnot in ouselves, it isin ou LORD Jesus Christ. It is not what we did or did
nat do. It iswhat God dd for usin ou LORD Jesus Christ. In Christ Jesuswe aetherighteousness
of God."“ For he hath made him to besin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be madethe
righteousnessof God in him” (2 Cor. 5:21).

Whoisit that is preating another gospel? To the Galatians, Paul wrote,

O fodlish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey thetruth, before

whose g/es Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you?

Thisonly would | learn of you, Recaved yethe Spirit by theworksof thelaw, or by the

hearing of faith?

Are ye so fodish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfed by the flesh?

(Gal. 31-3).

The same gospel that Jesus preadied is the same gospdl that the goostle Paul preaded. In
Galatians 1.6-9 it says,

| marvel that yeare so soon removed from him that called you into the graceof Christ

unto another gospdl:

Whichisnot another; but therebesomethat troubleyou, and would pervert thegaospel

of Christ.

But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that

which we have preached unto you, let him be accur sed.

Aswe said before, so say | now agan, If any man preach any other gospel unto you

than that ye have receved, let him be accur sed.

All of Scriptureisinspired by theHoly Spirit (2 Tim. 3:16). Wemust rightly dividetheWord
of truth, that we do nd pread anaother gospel then the one the Jesus preaded, o Paul preaded, o
any of the other writers of the New Testament. God daes nat speek very highly of thasewho preah
ancther gospel.

Look at what the gostle Johnwrote in 1 John 16-9,

If wesaythat we havefellowship with him, and walk in darkness welie, and donot the
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truth:

But if wewalk in thelight, as heisin thelight, we have fellowship one with another,

and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth usfrom all sin.

If we say that we have no sin, we decave our selves, and thetruth isnot in us.

If we confessour sins, heisfaithful and just to forgive usour sins, and to cleanse us

from all unrighteousness
We maintain ou righteousnessin Christ Jesus by foll owing these versesin 1John.Thenin 1John
2:1,2it says,

My little children, thesethingswritel unto you, that yesin not. And if any man sin, we

have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:

And heisthepropitiation for our sins: and not for oursonly, but alsofor thesinsof the

wholeworld.
Itiswhat God hasdorefor usin Christ Jesus, by Hisdeah andresurredionthat the gospel us based
upon.Itistheblood d Jesus Christ that setsusfreeof sinand deah. It istheblood d the everlasting
covenant that God used to set us free Look at 1 John 212, which says, “I write unto yau, little
children, because your sinsare forgiven you for hisname's sake.”

Now look at 1 John 213,14 ,what it says to those who are more mature.

| writeunto you, fathers, becauseyehaveknown him that isfromthebeginning.| write

unto you, young men, becauseye haveovercomethewicked one. | writeunto you, little

children, because ye have known the Father.

| have written unto you, fathers, because ye have known him that is from the

beginning. | havewritten unto you, young men, becauseyeare strong, and theword of

God abideth in you, and ye have overcome the wicked one.
Now look at verses 25 through 27,

And thisisthe promise that he hath promised us, even eternal life.

These things have |l written unto you conceming them that seduceyou.

But the anointing which ye have receved of him abideth in you, and ye neeal not that

any man teach you: but asthe same anointing teacheth you of all things, and istruth,

and isnolie, and even asit hath taught you, ye shall abidein him.
Don't let anyone seduceyouinto believing another gospel. The Holy Spirit, which abidesin thase
who are baptized in the Spirit will tead you all things by the anointing within you. Don't let
someone tead you ancther gospel. Abide in the Holy Spirit, and ke taught by Him.

That doesn’t mean we shoud na listen to those the LORD has cdl ed into the ministries of
Apostle, Prophet, Teader, Evangdlist, or Pastor. They are given to us by the LORD,

For the perfeding o the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the alifying of the

body of Christ:

Till weall comein theunity of thefaith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto

aperfed man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulnessof Christ: (Eph. 412,13.
But, beware, there ae many who say they are cdl ed, who say they are anointed to tead and preat
the gospel. The anainting in youwill help youto know those who aretruly cdled of God andthose
who are false. Lean to listen to the witnessin your spirit, and be led by the Holy Spirit, na your
mind d the flesh.

Let us emore of the gospel from the Epistle of 1 John.In 1John 31-3, which says,
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Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be
called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.
Beloved, now are wethe sonsof God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but
weknow that, when he shall appear, weshall belike him; for we shall seehim asheis.
And every man that hath thishopein him purifieth himself, even asheis pure.
We could continue on and onin the Epistle of John,it all agrees with what Jesus taught and what
the apostle Paul taught and all the other writers of the New Testament. Let us day with the true
gospel, the Good News that the Holy Spirit inspired to be written in the Bible. Let us not pread
ancther gospel.
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UNDERSTANDING SPIRITUAL THINGS

Christians need uncderstanding of spiritual things. In the spirit redm there ae “spirits,” and
there are “spiritual things.” Spirits are beings, like angels, demons, etc. Spiritual thingsarewhat is
used by spiritsto operate.

Likein the natural world, ptysica beings are natural. They have aphysicd body and they
operateinthenatural world. To continuetolive, natural beings must ea some sort of food,to sustain
them, to replenish their natural bodes. They must exerciseto buld uptheir strength to dothings.
Y et, if you undrstand retural things, they are dl made of the dements of the eath. Their sourceis
the elements of the eaith. Somewhere they must replenish these dements asthey are used to sustain
their life. It is sSmple, and easy to understand, orceyou understand retural things.

What abou Christians? What must Christiansdoto maintain andsustain their lives? It helps
if we understand both “spiritual” things and “natural” things. Therefore, let us first get some
knowledge of “spiritual things.”

Godis Spirit! Godis na “a Spirit,” Heis“Spirit.” Many Bibles have trandated John 424
incorredly, andsaid “ GodisaSpirit.” It isimportant to knowv what God said, andwhat some people
have said God said; thereis abig difference Only that which God said is TRUTH! God s Spirit;
meaning “ Godis omnipresent (in al placesat al times), and God is omnipotent (having unlimited
power and authority).” No ather being is omnipresent and annipatent. The devil andangels are not
“gpirit” (omnipresent and amnipotent). Angelsand demons have spiritual bodes, that limit them to
where they can be & any given time.

The devil isa aeded being, therefore he is “a spirit.” He has a spiritual body and he has
“gpiritual powersgreder than that of man.” Therefore, heisaso cdled “a god’ in 2Corinthians4:4.
Heisnot GOD, bu heis“a god,” “the god (theos) of thisworld.” The Greek word “theos’” means,
“a deity; having powers greder than that of man.” Deity means “the state of being a god; divine
nature; godhood! Thewords “theos’ and “ deity” are usually associated with GOD, “the aedor of
all things, the supreme power and authority over all of credaion.” Yet, theWord of Godtell susthat
the devil isalso agod, “thegad of thisworld,” (theos, deity).

It isbecause the devil is“thegaod of thisworld” that Christians must understand “ spiritual
things.” Christians canna operate in the natural redm, the flesh, and dowhat God hes chosen for
them to do.It does not work, and it will never work. That is why, Christians are born again o the
Spirit (John 36) andthe Word (1 Peter 1:23). Christians are born again into “the Spirit of Christ.”
They were in the flesh, “in Adam,” but being born again o the Spirit and the Word they are
trandated into “the Spirit of Christ” (Rom. 8:9). Beingin Christ, Christians are anew credure. In
2 Corinthians5:17it tellsus, “ Therefore if any man bein Christ, heisanew creature: old things
are passd away; behold, all things are become new.”

Theword“Christ” inthe Greek is“ Christos” meaning “the Anainted One, or anointed.” The
Anointed Oneis* Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son d God.” Thename “Jesus’ pertainsto the Son
of God, ban into thisworld, in the flesh. Therefore, we @muld say the name Jesus pertainsto “His
humanity.” The name “Christ” pertains to Jesus “the Anointed One.” Therefore, we could say the
name “Christ” pertainsto His Deity.

We had living onthis eath and in heaven, One person, “ Jesus Christ,” both humanity and
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Deity at the sametime. Jesus, the Son d man has aphysicd body which He aosefrom thedea in.
This same physicd body is flesh and bores. In His body of flesh and bores He ae fish and
honeycomb (Luke 24:42,43. In His body of flesh and bores He walked and talked with many
people. In His body of flesh and bores He was taken upinto heaven (Mark 16:19, Luke 24:50,51,
Acts 1:9). Jesusis dill the Son d Godandthe Son d man (the same personliving at the sametime).
Hedid na stop keing the Son d Man, andHe still continuesto bethe Son d God. Jesus can appea
inthisworld in aphysicd body at anytime He so desires. Thisisaspiritual truth that many canna
understand.

If Christians canna understand this then they canna understand “spiritual things.” If
Christians do ot understand spiritual things, they will be defeaed in this life here oneath. It is
important to uncderstand spiritua things, yet, 1 Corinthians 2:14 tells us, “But the natural man
recaveth not thethingsof the Spirit of God: for they are fodishnessunto him: neither can he
know them, becausethey are spiritually discermed.”

Christians nead thehelp of the Holy Spirit to understand spiritual things. Thereasonso many
Christians are defeated in their lives here on eath is that they do nd understand spiritual things.
They have nat taken the time to recave “spiritual discernment” from the Holy Spirit. They operate
acarding to their natural mind, the way people of theworld operate from their natural minds. Until
Christians lean the diff erence between the natura mind and the spirit of man, they will have
difficultiesin dang what the LORD wants them to do.

First it is helpful to understand “man.” What is man? If we believe what many Christians
tead, wewill never understandwhat Godsaysabou man. God swisdom and knavledgeisreveded
in His Word. When men, using their natural understanding, try to understand spiritual things they
get al kinds of ideas, which do na agreewith the Word of God.

In the beginning, when the LORD God creged man, Genesis 2:7 tellsus, “ And the LORD
God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into hisnostrilsthe breath of life;
and man becamealiving soul.” Thebodesof mankindwereformed of the dust of theground.Our
bodesareof natural substance Our bodes are physicd, made of the dements of the eath. When
the LORD God lreahed “thebreath of life,” into the natural body of man, “man becamealiving
soul.”

Manisathreepart being, “spirit, soul, and bod/” (1 Thes. 5:23). We must not get into error
and believe those who tead from their natural minds. We must learn to believe GOD, what God
said, nat what man says. The spirit of man and the soul of man were both made up d “spiritua
substance” whereas the body of man was made up d natural substance, the dements of the eath
“dust of the ground.”

GODsaid, “man becamealiving soul.” In 1Corinthians 15:45, God repeasHisWord by
saying, “And so it iswritten, Thefirst man Adam was made a living soul...” Many Christians
want to believe what man says, and say “man is a spirit.”

Let me insert some wisdom here: Never believe what man says, “only believe what God
says.” Thisisthemost important thing any Christian canlean and do,* only believewhat Godsays.”
But, we must be caeful that what we believe God said, “it must be what God said, not what man
says God said.” There is abig diff erence between what God said and what man says God said.

What isaliving sou? A living soul isthat which hasalife of it’s own, it is creaed by the
breah of the LORD God, andit will never ceaeto exist. It will |i ve forever and ever... Lifeitself
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isagift from God. When God gives osmeone agift He never takesit badk. The giftsand cdli ngs of
God are withou repentance (irrevocable) (Rom. 11:29). Man isaliving soul, and the soul of man
will continue to live throughou eternity, either with God (in heaven) or withou God (in hell).
Therefore, it isvitally important to uncerstand spiritual things.

Man’'s*“living soul,” ismade up d spiritual substance, therefore, it canna be seen with the
natural eye, felt with the natural feding, (it is a separate identity, a part of the threeparts of man,
spirit, soul, and bod). The soul of man, which is man himself has “a spiritual body” which canna
be seen with the natural eyes (1 Cor. 1544).

The spirit of man isalso of spiritual substance, and canna be seen with the natural eye, or
felt withthenatural feding. Thespirit of manis®in man.” All throughou the Biblethereismention
of the spirit of man being “in man.” God spe&ks to man in “elementary language,” but men try to
impress others of their grea knowledge, and wse terms and d=finitions way beyond the normal
leaning of the average person. Even a ahild, with hardly any learning, knows that when something
iIs“in” something, it is not the same athat which it isin.

Asan example, when we have water in abattle, “thewater isin the bottle.” Thewater isnot
the battle andthe battleisnot the water. When God says“ thereisaspiritin man” (Job 328), then
man isnot the spirit. It is © simple, that most highly educated men canna understandit. “ Spiritual
things are not naturally understood” (1 Cor. 214).

Hereisthe GOOD NEWS! “For asin Adam all die, even soin Christ shall all be made
alive’” (1 Cor. 1522).

And so it iswritten, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was

made a quickening spirit.

Howbeit that wasnot first which is giritual, but that which isnatural; and afterward

that which is giritual.

Thefirst man isof the erth, earthy: the second man isthe Lord from heaven.

Asisthe earthy, such are they alsothat are earthy: and asistheheavenly, such are they

also that are heavenly (1 Cor. 1545-48).

Romans 8:9tellsus, “But yeare not in theflesh, but in the Spirit, if sobethat the Spirit of God
dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, heisnoneof his.” Therefore, being
in Christ, makesus A NEW CREATURE! Asit says, “ Therefore if any man bein Christ, heis
anew creature: old thingsare passd away; behold, al thingsare become new” (2 Cor. 5:17).

Wemust leanto believe GOD, na theteadings of men. Whenwebelieve GOD, Jesus said,

“...all things are possbleto him that believeth” (Mark 9:23).
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GOD ASOUR FATHER

Whenwewereborn again of the Spirit andthe Word we becamne “children of God,” in Christ
Jesus. As children of God, Godis our true Father, and we ae His true dildren.

What many do nd understandisthat, even thoughwe aeborn again, that isborn anew (born
from abowe); we ae still whowe were from the beginning. That is, we ae still the sameliving soul
we were from Genesis 2:7, when the LORD God lreahed into the nostril s of man and we becane
aliving soul. At that time we were in Adam.

Being barn again of the Word and the Spirit givesusanew birth in Christ Jesus. At our new
birth we receve anew spirit which came down from heaven. This new spirit isin Christ, and the
very lifeof Godisin us. We aein Christ and Christ isin us. We ae one spirit withthe LORD. The
Father dwellsin us, the LORD dwellsin us, the Holy Spirit dwellsin us; therefore we ae aNew
Creaurein Christ Jesus.

Thisisall true, bu we (of ourselves), arenot abrand rew being. We aestill t he sameliving
soul that existed in Adam (Gen. 27). What adually happened was that our “living soul” was
translated from the flesh of man to the Spirit of Christ (Rom. 8:9). God sfirst credion d man was
“natural manin Adam.” God's semndcreaion d manis*”spiritual manin Christ” (1 Cor. 1545,46.
Beingin Christ, GodWord sayswe ae“a new creature” (2 Cor. 5:17). What God saysistrue, even
if wedo nd understandit in ou natural mind. We werein Adam and nav we aein Christ. But we
are still that same living soul we were from the beginning.

In 2 Corinthians 5:17 it says, “ Therefore if any man bein Christ, heisa new creature:
old things are passed away; behold, al things are become new.” Like some people, we can try
to make the Scripture say something it does nat say, or we can study the cmplete Scriptures from
Genesis through Revelationand find ou what it does say. It says“old things are passed away...”
What old thingsisit talking abou? At thistimeit is only spe&king of those old things that have
passed away. It did na say our living soul passed away. Then it says, “all things are become
new...” What things became new? At thistime, all that becane new is our spirit (whichisnow in
Christ). The time is coming when this morta (physicd body) will put on immortality and this
corruption(in ou living soul) will put onincorruption(1 Cor. 1252-54). When that takesplacethen
“All thingswill becomenew...” It doesn’t say we becane anew living soul. Thereisno daceinthe
Bible that says man became anew living soul.

Thereisno daceintheBiblewhereit saysmanisaspirit either. That isafalseteading. But,
we did receve anew spirit which came down from heaven. That was prophesied aready in Ezekiel
11and 36.In Ezekiel 36:26it says, “ A new heart alsowill | giveyou, and anew spirit will | put
within you...” This new spirit came into us when we were born again. Our old spirit passed away
and we recaved a new spirit within us.

But lookwhat it does say abou Christians beaoming children of God. It saysin Ephesians
1.5, “Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself,
acoording to the goad pleasure of hiswill.” Adoption means “we were aliving soul” before we
wereadopted. Wedid na belong to God before He adopted us*“by JesusChrist to himself.” When
God adoped us, we remained aliving soul, but we gained a new Father. God kecame our Father
through adoption. We becane one of His children through adogtion. It's that simple, yet false
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teadings throughou many in the body of Christ have confused many.

Asanexample, if awhitefather adoptsabladk child, the dnildis gill abladk child. The wlor
of the dhild's &in dd na change. Only, it hasanew father whoisawhite person.When it wasborn
it’s father was abladk person. Now that it has been adopted by a white man, it has a new father, a
whitefather. Therefore, thebladk chil d hasanew father, andthe new father now hasanew (adoped)
child. It is © simple that these highly educated people in the ministry canna figure it out.

Therefore, apersonwhowasborninto thisworld asaliving soul, still remainsaliving soul.
But when heisborn again of the Spirit heistrans ated from the flesh to the Spirit. The personis dill
“a living soul,” but his position has changed. Romans 8:9 says, “ But ye are not in the flesh, but
in the Spirit, if so bethat the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit
of Christ, heisnoneof his.”

Youarestill you, bu you have changed pasitions, you have changed fathers. Godisnow your
Father and you are nolonger in Adam, bu you arein Christ.

Y ou now have anew Father. You have anew Spirit, which came down from heaven (Ezek.
11:19,36:26,John 1716). Godisnow your Father, therefore, Jesus sid in Matthew 23:9“ And call
no man your father upon the arth: for oneisyour Father, which isin heaven.”

God dwells in your new spirit, and you are one Spirit with the LORD (1 Cor. 6:17). The
full nessof the Godhead dwell sinyou(Col. 2.9,10. Godisinyouandyouarein God.In 1John 15
it says, “God islight, and in him isno darknessat all.” In your spirit thereis no* darknessat
all.” Youare “perfed” inyour spirit. God has made you perfed in your spirit, by His presence But
you still need to dosomething about your natural body and your mind. Therefore, Romans 12:1,2
tell s us,

| beseet you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies

aliving sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which isyour reasonable service

And be not conformed to thisworld: but be ye transformed by the renewing o your

mind, that ye may prove what isthat goad, and acceptable, and perfed, will of God.
We must renew our minds onthe Word of God, that we can live like God lives, in the Spirit.

For Christians, whoare born again into thefamily of God,we must lean how to livetheway
our new heavenly Father lives. We ae members of His household, and we must adopt ourselvesto
livelike Helives. Wemust grow up (in Hisfamily) into son' sof Godin Christ Jesus. Godiswaiting
for His children to grow up and kecome mature. “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God,
they are the sons of God” (Rom. 8:14).

Being that we ae anew creaurein Christ, we must lean haw to live “in Christ!” When we
wereintheworld, in Adam, welived liketheworld lives. Now that we aein Christ, weneedtolive
like Christ lives. The word “Christ” means “the Anointed One.” We shoud live & “the Anointed
One” lives.

First, let usfind ou how the Anointed Onelives? In John 11it says, “ In thebeginning was
the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” Thisistaking abou Jesus,
the Son d God,“the Anainted One.” Hewasthe Word in the beginning. Hewaswith God. AndHe
was God. So, hov doyou think He lives? By the Word of God, right? How could Helive any other
way? Heisthe Word, Heis alive, He @mntinuesto be the Word. Therefore, it would beimpossble
to separate Him from the Word of God.

If we study thelife of Jesus throughou the Bible, we will find, He dways was the Word of
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God. He dways will be the Word of God. He lives by what He is and who He is, “the Word of
God.” In 1 Corinthians 15:49, it says, “ And aswe have bor ne theimage of the erthy, we shall
also bear theimage of the heavenly.” Thenin 1John 417t says, “... asheis, so are wein this
world.”

Now, let’sbadk upalittleinto 1John 31,2andthereit says,

Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be

called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.

Beloved, now are wethe sonsof God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but

weknow that, when he shall appear, we shall belikehim; for we shall seehim asheis.
God says, thase who are His children are His ons. Even though it may not appea that way to us
now. But, God hesdedared it so from thefoundition d theworld. “ According as he hath chosen
usin him before thefoundation of theworld, that we should beholy and without blamebefore
himinlove’ (Eph. 14). Thenin verse5, it tellsus, “Having predestinated usunto the adoption
of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the goad pleasure of hiswill.” It pleased
Godto adopt usin Christ Jesusright from the foundation o the world.

Not only that, bu it saysin Colossans 2:9,10,

For in him dwelleth all the fulnessof the Godhead bodily.

And yeare completein him (in Christ), which isthehead of all principality and power:
Christisthe head of all principality and paver, andyou are @mpletein Him. That also means, the
Word of God (John 11) istheheal of all principality and paver, andyouare completeintheWord
of God. Colosgans 3:3 says, “and your lifeishid with Christ in God.”

Didyou knaw, thereasonwhy Christiansare still li ving alowly “natural typeof life” inthis
world? It is because they are struggding to get adong, believing every wind d doctrine, and rever
coming to the Truth which isin Christ Jesus. In Christ Jesus, we ae true dildren of God.

The devil, “the gad of thisworld,” has blinded the minds of many Christians, so that they
try to livelike the world lives and rever get very far... They look to the worlds s/stem, for all their
neeals, when God saysin 1 Corinthians 6:17,18,

come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the

unclean thing; and | will receiveyou,

And will bea Father unto you, and ye shall be my sonsand daughters, saith the Lord

Almighty.

When we live by the Word of God, then we will li ve & true sons and daughters of God, with God
asour Father.

Now, we ae dildren of God, sons and daughters of God the Father. Godis our Father and
we ae Hischildren. Let us lean how to live & children of God, in His Son, Christ Jesus!
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THE WORD & THE SPIRIT

Jesus said to the devil in Matthew 4:4, “It iswritten, Man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word that proceealeth out of the mouth of God.” Jesus was quating Deuteronamy
8:3. Deuteronamy 8:3 is aso “prophetic.” The natural man lives by breal (physicd food). The
spiritual man lives by the Word of God. TheWord of God creaed the natural man in the beginning.
The Word of God controls al natural things.

The “life of theflesh isin theblood” (Lev. 17:11). “Thelife of the spirit isin the Word
of God.” Jesusisthe Word of God (John 11). Jesuslives by the Word of God. The spiritual li fe of
man isin Christ Jesus. John 14 says, “In him (Jesus) waslife (zoe); and thelife (zoe) was the
light of men.” Therefore, Christians do nd “live by bread alone, but by every word that
proceealeth out of the mouth of God.”

TheWord of Godisalso that whichiswritteninthe Bible (cdled the “logos’ inthe Greek).
Themorewe study the Word of God,wewill seethat “theWord of God” came before man, before
the bread. The Word of God creaed the flesh (the natural man), in the beginning.

If Christianswill get their attention df thethingsthat were aeaed and onthe Creaor, they
will findanew andtrueway of living. A way that isabove every other way. The way of eternal life
in Christ Jesus.

Proverbs 16:25says, “ Thereisaway that seameth right unto aman, but the end thereof
are theways of death.” The waysthat seam right to man orly lead to deah. But the Word of God
isalwayslife, “eternd life...” In John 663, Jesus sid, “ It isthe spirit that quickeneth; theflesh
profiteth nothing: thewordsthat | speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.” Jesusis
adually speing of the Holy Spirit that makes the Word come dive. Jesus Words are made dive
by the Holy Spirit, “they are spirit, and they are life.”

Christians shoud spe& the Word of God ovwer every circumstancein their lives. The Word
of Godsays, “...by whosestripesyewerehealed” (1 Peter 2:24). “W ere” ispast tense. Godisnat
going to hed us metimein the future. He hasdedared in HisWord that He has already heded us.
When we spe&k His Word acording to what He said, heding will manifest in ou bodes. The
heding isarealy dorein the spirit redm. When we live by the Word o God heding manifestsin
the natural redm.

It does not make any diff erencewhat situationwe aein, the Word of Godis irit andlife
to al whowill believeit intheir heat, while they spe&k it with their mouth. In Romans 10:8-10 it
explainsit, by saying,

But what saith it? Theword isnigh theg even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is,

theword of faith, which we preach;

That if thou shalt confesswith thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine

heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved (delivered and

proteded).

For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness and with the mouth confesson

ismade unto salvation (deliveranceand protedion).

Romans 10:8-10coverseverythingwe have need o inthislifehereoneath. Godwill supdy all our
needs if we speek HisWord over every circumstancewe havein life here on eath. HisWords are
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spirit, and they arelife....

In the New Covenant, “the just shall live by faith.” We put our total confidencein the
written Word of God. We believe the Word of Godin ou heat. We spe& the Word of God ou of
our mouth. We hald fast our confidence, urtil the Word of God manifests in the natural. Against
hope, we believe in hope acording to that which iswritten. When we ae “fully persuaded that,
what he had promised,” Hewill perform it; the Word will manifest in the natural. Study Romans
4:17-21 and seehow God honas faith when we ae full y persuaded.

Jesus gave usthe perfea example of living by theWord of Godin Matthew 4:1-11andLuke
4.1-13.Whatever the drcumstanceis, if in any way thedevil i sinvolved, we shoud spes theWord
of God,even to quding the Scriptures. In Matthew 4:4,7,10 Jesus quated the Scriptures saying, “it
iswritten,” for eat of thethreerecorded temptations of thedevil . Each timethe devil was defeaed
and changed the subjed. After the devil could na get Jesus to doanything outside of the Word of
God heleft Him.,

Christians shoud understand the authority they have in using the name of Jesus against the
works of the devil. Luke 10:19iswritten for our benefit. That we may know the authority we have
in the name of Jesus. At that time the seventy were anazed that the demonswere subjed to them in
“the name of Jesus.” They did na redi ze that Jesus had given them that authority. Therefore, Jesus
said, “Behold, | giveyou theauthority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all the
power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you” (NKJV).

This authority is given to every person whois “born again” into the family of God. Every
Christian hasauthority “in Jesusname” to trample on a subde dl “ serpentsand scor pions.” This
means anything that could harm us. When we use the name of Jesus over anything that would try to
harm us, it’s power is broken and it canna harm us.

As an example, even a snake bite canna harm us if we use the name of Jesus against the
deally bite of asnake. Even if we drink any deally thing, it canna harm usif we use the name of
Jesus against it. (This only works when we believe in the power of the name of Jesus, and when it
isused acarding to the Scriptures). It isnot acwrding to the Scriptures if someone uses the name
of Jesusto tempt God. Therefore, we do nd take up serpentsto provethat if we get bitten the name
of Jesus will proted us. That is tempting God. Jesus sid, “It iswritten agan, Thou shalt not
tempt the Lord thy God” (Matt. 4:7). Yet, asit happened to the gostle Paul ontheisle of Mélta,
the vipers dealy bite did na cause Paul to de (Acts 28:1-6). Never tempt the LORD our God, bu
trust in the name of Jesusto deliver us when circumstances arise ajainst us.

Theimportant thing abou the use of the name of Jesusisthat it gives usauthority “over all
the power of the enemy.” No matter what Satan (whois our enemy) tries, we have authority over
whatsoever he does. There is nothing that Satan can doto a Christian who wses the name of Jesus
against the works of the devil .

Sicknessand dsease ae works of the devil. Therefore, Jesus sid,

And these signs dall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils;

they shall speak with new tongues,

They shall takeup serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them;

they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover (Mark 16:17,18.

Notice this only applies to thase who lelieve, not to those who do na believe. There ae some
Christianswho do nabeli eve, even thouwgh they areborn again. The “god d thisworld” hasblinded
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their minds, and they do nd believe the words of Jesus.

But, for those Christianswho do &li eve, the name of Jesuswill work and Satan canna stop
the Word from working. At the same time, the name of Jesus only works against the powers of the
devil. It doesnot work to control other people. Y ou canna use the name of Jesusto control the will
of anather person. Y ou can ony use the name of Jesus to destroy the works of the devil . If another
personisbeing controll ed by theworks of thedevil (demon pesssson a oppresson,etc.), thename
of Jesuswill work to cast out thedemon, a bre&k thedemonspower over the person.Y et, the person
has afreewill and by their freewill, they dedde if they want to be free

The name of Jesus works whenever we use it ac@rding to the Word of God. The name of
Jesus works the best when we quae the Word of God along with using the name of Jesus.

In Matthew 4 and Luke 4 it was not necessary for Jesus to say to the devil, “in the name of
Jesus.” All Jesus had to say is“it iswritten.” For Christians, believing in their heat and spe&ing
with their mouth (using bath “it is written,” and “the name of Jesus,” will work every time).
Christians have aithority to usethe name of Jesus over all theworks of the enemy, and nahing will
hurt or harm them when they use that authority.

Jesusisthe Word of God. Jesusisthe Creaor of all things. Jesusisthe one Who has given
usthe authority to use Hisname. Thereisno demon a devil that can stand against the name of Jesus
when it is used acording to the instructions given to us by Jesus Himself.
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THE FINAL END

As we seach the Scriptures, espedally the New Testament, we find certain verses which
many do nd understand and therefore, they passthem by, giving nothought to what it means. One
of theseis Matthew 7:21,which says, “ Not every onethat saith untome, Lord, Lord, shall enter
intothekingdom of heaven; but hethat doeth thewill of my Father which isin heaven.” If we
truly love the LORD our God, this verse shoud be very important to us.

Arewedoing thewill of the Father, or nat? Somewill say, “1 know I'm doing thewill of the
Father becausethereisagrea anointing onmefor what | andoing.” That isexadly thething Jesus
was talking about in the next verses,

Many will saytomeinthat day,Lord, Lord, havewenot prophesied in thy name? and

in thy name have @ast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?

And then will | professunto them, | never knew you: depart from me, ye that work

iniquity.

No ore can enter the kingdom of heaven becaise of the anainting. Each person must enter the
kingdom of heaven by doing the will of the Father, which is the “good, and acceptable, and
perfed, will of God” (Rom. 122). God daes nat have threewill s, (1) good, (2) acaeptable, (3)
perfed. God orly hasonewill andit appliesto everyonewithout any resped of persons (Godisnot
arespeder of persons).

The subjed of Matthew 7:21 started arealy in verses 13 and 14,which says,

Enter yein at thestrait gate: for wideisthegate, and broad istheway, that leadeth to

destruction, and many there be which goin thereat:

Beausestrait isthegate, and narr ow istheway, which leadeth untolife, and few there

bethat find it.

Between verses 15 and 20Jesus described those who Satan uses to prevent a person from entering
“in at the strait gate, and narr ow way.”

It would take abookamost aslarge asthe Bibleitself, toidentify all the ways Satan usesto
try to prevent Christiansfrom doing the will of the Father. But we must be avare of Satan’ sdevices.

In Matthew 7:15through 20Jesus mentions thase who claim to be cdl ed into the ministry,
but are nothing but wolvesin shegy’ sclothing. There aewolvesthat runaone, andthere aewolves
that runin pads. There ae many whosay they are cdl ed, and say Godtold them...,and say they are
sent by God; but they areliars. Thetrue anointing isnaot there. They say they are anointed and many
who are nat foll owing the True Word of God, in the original Hebrew and Greek, are deceved by
what they tead from Engli sh transl ations (man’ sideas of what they think God said, a shoud have
said). If wedon't “study to show ourselves approved of God,” wewill easily be deceved by these
falseteadings (2 Tim. 215). Wedonit need the gproval of man, bu we do read the gprova of
Godin ou studies.

Theteadingsof menisnot our problem. But if wefoll ow the teadings of men, wewill end
up being decaved just as they are deceved. We must understand the Scriptures. We must have
“revelation” from the “information” written in the Scriptures. Revelation d the Word of God orly
comes by awork of the Holy Spirit (He is our personal teader). In 1 John 227 it says, “ But the
anointing which ye have receved of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach
you: but asthe same anointing teacheth you of all things, and istruth, and isnolie, and even
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asit hath taught you, yeshall abidein him.” Thisdoesnot eliminate the five-fold ministries, bu
it does help identify those who are truly cdled and anointed and those who are nat.

Beforewe can understand Matthew 7:21, we must understand God' s plan for man from the
foundition of the world. God stota plan for man dd na stop at being born again, and baptized in
the Holy Spirit. That wasonly the beginning of God splan for man. The endiseternal lifein heaven,
before the throne of God. But, there’ salot more between here and heaven that we shoud be avare
of. In Matthew 24:11-13 Jesus sid,

And many false prophets dall rise, and shall deceve many.

And becuseiniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.

But hethat shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.

How many will “endure unto the end”? How many will continuein thelove of God,“loving God
the same way Hefirst loved us’? God gave us everything that was predous in His heat when He
gave us His only begotten Son. God orly had ore Son,who He cdl ed Jesus. How many Christians
arewilli ngto give everything predousto them, just to please God? How many Christiansarewilli ng
to deny themselves, andlosetheir life, to oltain eternal lifein heaven? Jesus sid in John 1225,“He
that loveth hislife shall loseit; and hethat hateth hislifein thisworld shall keep it untolife
eternal.” How many arewilli ngto give everything they have pertainingtothisworld,includingtheir
life, just to oltain eternal life with Jesus forever and ever?

Beawareof this: In 2Corinthians4:4 it says, “ In whom thegod of thisworld hath blinded
the minds of them which believe not, lest thelight of the glorious gospel of Christ, whoisthe
image of God, should shineuntothem.” Did you knaw that the god d thisworld blindsthe minds
of Spirit-fill ed Christians, even thase who are truly anointed and cdl ed to the five-fold ministries?
Many have fail ed to fulfill their cali ng, being blinded by the god d thisworld.

Take an example from the Old Testament. Balaam becane atrue prophet of the LORD. He
started out in false operations of the spirit, going to enchantments to hea from God (Num. 24:1).
(Note: Numbers 22 through 24 are not necessarily in chrondogicd order). Balaan was known by
Balak as one who could pu curses upon dhers and they would come to pass That is why Balak
cdled for Balaam.

Y et, the prophedesrecorded in the Bible of Balaan weretruly from the LORD. He becane
atrue prophet. In Numbers 22:18it says, “ And Balaam answered and said unto the servants of
Balak, If Balak would give me his house full of silver and gald, | cannot go beyond theword
of the LORD my God, to do lessor more.” Balaan was arealy heaing from the LORD at this
time. InNumbers23:5it says, “ And theL ORD put aword in Balaam'smouth, and said, Return
unto Balak, and thus thou shalt speak.” In Numbers 23:8, Balaan said, “How shall | curse,
whom God hath not cursed? o how shall | defy, whom the LORD hath not defied?” In
Numbers 23.12,Balaan said, “ Must | not take heed to speak that which theLORD hath put in
my mouth?”

Balaam’'s downfall was nat his propheades, it was what he did in his persond life. Peter
wrote, “W hich havefor saken the right way, and are goneastray, following theway o Balaam
the son of Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness’ (2 Peter 2:15). In Revelation 214,
Jesus said, “But | have a few things aganst theg because thou hast there them that hold the
doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the dhildren of Israel,
to eat things sacrificed untoidols, and to commit fornication.”
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A person can be atrue prophet, and al their prophedes can be true, yet, they can love the
world and the things of this world more than they love the LORD. In dang so, they can lead many
astray, foll owing them rather than foll owing Jesus.

Never follow aperson, orly follow Jesus, by the anointing of the Holy Spirit within you (1
John2:27). It doesn’t make any diff erencewhothe personis, the Bibleonly teates usto foll ow one
person and that is Jesus.

Christians need “revelation” from the written Word of God, that they may know the Truth,
and na be decaved by the enemy. In 2 Corinthians 4:4 it tells us, “the god of thisworld hath
blinded themindsof them which believenaot, lest thelight of thegloriousgospel of Christ, who
istheimageof God, should shineuntothem.” If Christiansdon't study thisverseinthe Greek and
find ou what it says, they can easily be decaved.

Theword “god,” spe&ing of Satan isthe exad sameword in the Greek astheword “ God,”
spe&king of God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Satan has powers that man daesnat have
and never did. Adam was not the “god’ of this world... Satan dd na get man’s dominion when
Adam sinned. Adam was not spiritual, before he sinned.

Satan is the “god,” (theos-divine) of this age (aion, meaning, from Genesis 1:2 urtil heis
boundfor athousand yeas (Rev. 20.2)). Asthe“god of thisworld,” Satan blindsthe minds of all
thosewho do na beli eve the truth concerning “ the glorious gaspel of Christ.” Man dcesnot have
the power to blindthe minds of others, and God daes nat blind the minds of people. Only Satan has
that power. Adam did na have that power and man never did have that power.

Christians have seen “some of the light” of “the glorious gospel of Christ,” andin dang
so they have becme born again, and some have been baptized in the Holy Spirit. But, everyoneis
still blinded in part by the“god of thisworld.” If they werenat, it would na be necessary for “this
corruptible to put on incorruption” (1 Cor. 1553,54. When ou minds are totally in agreanent
with God, " thiscorr uptibleshall haveput on incorr uption.” Whenwe aenct intotal agreament
with God ou minds are still partly corrupted by the god d thisworld.

Galatians 6:7,8 says,

Be not decaved; God isnot mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also

reap.

For hethat soweth to hisflesh shall of theflesh reap corr uption; but hethat soweth to

the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.

The flesh is the natural man, the desires of the natural man (the outward man) (2 Cor. 4:16). In 1
John 215,16it says,

Lovenot theworld, neither thethingsthat are in theworld. If any man lovetheworld,

thelove of the Father isnot in him.

For all that isin theworld, thelust of theflesh, and thelust of the gyes, and the pride

of life, isnot of the Father, but is of theworld.

If thereisany part of thisworld the welove, or anything in thisworld that we love, our minds have
been blinded by thegod d thisworld. We caana please Godif we love theworld o the things that
arein the world.

Thegloriousgospel of Christ doesnat focus upontheworld, a thethingsof thisworld. The
glorious gospel of Christ focus uponGod s plan for us and mankind in general. That is, that we
walk after the Spirit and nd after the flesh. That we desire the things that are @ove and nd the
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things onthis eath. Colossans 3:1,2 says,

If yethen be risen with Christ, seek thosethingswhich are above, where Christ sitteth

on the right hand of God.

Set your affedion on things above, not on thingson the arth.

The“god d thisworld bindsthe minds’ of everyone and anyone whois naot willi ng to lay
down their lives for the LORD, and seek those things which are éowve, na those things which are
onthe eath.

In Luke 6:46,Jesus sid, “ And why call yeme, Lord, Lord, and do not thethingswhich
| say?” We must search the Scriptures and study to show ourselves approved urto God in order to
do the things the LORD said we shoud do.

People ae nat our enemy, the devil i s our enemy. And for the most part the devil deceves
us by blinding our minds to the glorious gospel of Christ.

The New Covenant says, “ Thejust shall li veby faith” (Rom. 1:17,Gal. 3:11,Heb. 1038).
The faith the Bible is talking abou is “faith in God and what He has done for usin Christ
Jesus.” It isnat spe&king of faith in what we can dg or what we can convinceothersto dofor our
benefit. It istotal faith in God, nd in man. Whatsoever we have need of, we aeto ask Godfor, na
people. If God wants to use people to supdy what we have neal o, it isup to God nd to us. We
must put our faith in God and in His Word, nd in man and what man says God said.

If we love God, then we will dowhat God saysto do, nd what man saysto do.We will be
led by the Holy Spirit, na the flesh or the natural mind. We will sow to the Spirit, and regp of the
Spirit eternal life. Jesus sid, “ hethat shall endure untothe end, thesameshall besaved” (Matt.
24:13). We must know the will and dan of Godfor livesif we aeto endue unto the end.

We aretold in 2 Timothy 2:15,“ Study to shew thyself approved unto God, aworkman
that nealeth not to beashamed, rightly dividing theword of truth.” Just reading the Scriptures
isnat studying them. Thereisabig diff erencebetween studying andrealing. If wewant to “rightly
dividing theword of truth,” we must study nat just read.

To help thase who do nao study the Scriptures let me make asuggestion. When we read
Romans 1:18, it says, “ For the wrath of God isrevealed from heaven aganst all ungodliness
and unrighteousnessof men, who hold thetruth in unrighteousness” Thosewhojust rea this
verse and the foll owing verses sam to just passthem by, na redizing they are spe&ing of Spirit-
fill ed Christians, uporwhom thewrath of Godisreveded against. Thisis sriousbusinessfor Spirit-
filled Christians, yet very few even understand that it applies to them.

If wewant to “ endure until the end,” we shoud understandwhat the remaining part of this
chapter istelli ngus. First, Godis“against all ungodlinessand unrighteousnessof men, who hold
the truth in unrighteousness” The result of the wrath of God against those is that, unessthey
repent and turn from that which isnot pleasing to God, He could “gavethem over to areprobate
mind.” Oncethat happensthere auld be a caeof noreturnfor that individual. That’ sbad, very bad
for that individual.

Soit isvery important to study these verses of Romans 1, and unarstandwhat Godistrying
to tell everyone. Look closely at the reason why God would “gave them over to areprobate
mind” ?

In Romans 1:21it says, “ Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as
God, neither were thankful...” Thisisimportant for all Christians, Always “glorify God, and
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always be thankful for what He has done for usin Christ Jesus.” There ae many people dive
today whowill nat spend eternity in heaven. We shoud always be thankful to the LORD for what
He has dore for us. We shoud always be thankful for “the Gospel.” We shoud make it apaint to
“glorify God and bethankful” everyday of our lives.

When we consider the anount of time in eternity and the anourt of time we have here on
eath, we shoud be very thankful for “the gospel of Jesus Christ.” We shoud “glorify God” in
everything we do,wherever we ae. Heisworthy to be glorified andthanked for all Hehasdore and
isdaingin ou lives.

Then in Romans 1:28 it says, “And even as they did not like to retain God in their
knowledge, God gave them over to areprobate mind...” We shoud never get ourselvesin a
pasitionwherewedo nd “retain God” in ou knowledge. Many Christiansalmost forget abou God
until Sunday morning. All week longthey just kegp dangwhat they do, nd giving any thought about
God. That isvery bad. God shoud be on ou mind every day al day long. We shoud never forget
Godin any areaof our lives.

These areas in ou livesis what causes many Christians to drift away from the wonderful
fell owship they shoud be having with the Father and the Son (1 John 15.6). Fell owship with God
daily, everyday, is very important to every Christian. A lad of fell owship with God can open the
doa for Satan to attadk our minds and bodes.

One other thing that Romans 1:18-32is painting out, is that, if we @ntinueto be thankful
and glorify Godin ou daily lives, He will proted our minds against the works of the devil. Godis
aways trying to proted our minds against “the god d thisworld” from blinding our minds to the
glorious gospel of Christ. By our daily glorifying God and being thankful, it helps the Holy Spirit
to kegp usfrom the powers of Satan.

If Christianswill “ Glorify and thank God, and retain Himin their mindsdaily,” God will
proted usfrom theworksof thedevil. Satan will haveno gacein ou lives. That’ stheway it shoud
be everyday of our lives here on eath.

For more information go to ou Web Site on the Internet at www.handsforjesus.org and
download freebooks into your computer and print them out for your edificaion and bulding up
yourself onthe Truth from the Word of God.

Thisisnot the end, it’ s only the beginning for those who will deny themselves and pack up
their crossandfoll ow Jesus... In John 1225, Jesus sid, “Hethat loveth hislife shall loseit; and
hethat hateth hislifein thisworld shall keg it untolife gernal.” Will you ke one of thosewho
will follow Jesus all the days of your life? Y oucan, Hemadeit al possble, “let him that isathirst
come. that whosoever will, let him take the water of lifefreely” (Rev. 2217).
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