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Introduction

There were two trees in the garden of Eden (Gen. 29). Therewas in the garden the Treeof
Lifeandthetreeof knowledge of goodandevil. “Man,” beginning with Adam and Eve were given
the choice of which trees they would ed the fruit of. It saysin Genesis 2:16,17," And the LORD
God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: ...But of
the tree of the knowledge of goad and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou
eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.”

“Man,” alongwith Adam and Eve chocseto ed of thewrongtree(thetreeof theknowledge
of goad and evil). Did you knaw that the LORD God was not speging to Adam alonein Genesis
2:16, where it says, “And the LORD God commanded the man (adam), saying...”? Thereisa
misstrangdationin the Engli sh Bibles by putting theword “the” in front of theword “man” in this
verse. Did you knaw that the Hebrew word “adam,” used in Genesis 2:16 means “mankind in
general” (both male and female)? It does not mean “Adam” (an individual person by the name of
Adam). The LORD God was ge&ing to every human being that ever lived uponthis eath,
beginning with Adam and Eve and continuing on urtil Judgment Day, which is the day spoken of
in Revelation 2Q12.

Our English Bibles do nd reved these truths. The truth of what was said is only found ty
studying the Hebrew andthe Greek, which aretheinspired Scriptures (2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20,21).
Christians need to chedk the Hebrew and Greek also, for every personwill stand before the LORD
and ke judged acarding to that which iswritten in the books (Rev. 20:10,12).

In Genesis 2:17,the LORD God said, “...of the tree of the knowledge of goad and evil,
thou shalt not eat of it: for inthedaythat thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” The LORD
God was geing to “all mankind’ (including you and I) at the time when this was oken in
Genesis 2:17.

In Genesis, Chapters, One and Two, the LORD God was preparing for mankind (including
youand ), to have an everlasting relationship and fell owship with God. It is God s desire to have
multitudes of people with Him in eternity, in the image of Jesus Christ (His Son).

Itisrevededto usin Revelation 48-11that God desiresfor youand| to bein heaven for all
eternity. God the Father wants us to praise and worship Him and His Son Jesus Christ before the
throne of Godin hearen. Thase who are in heaven will be praising and worshiping Jesus, saying,
“Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receve glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all
things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created” (Rev. 4:11).Thisverseistaking abou
praising and worshiping God s only begotten Son, Jesus Christ.

Areyourealy to praise andworship Jesusforever andever? Areyourealy to walk with God
here on eath before you go to be with Him in heaven?



EATING OF THE
TWO TREES

God has provided for Christians to ea of the Treeof Life and have an abundant life (John
10:10). God hes provided away to be freeof the works of the devil.

God sway, “by eding of the Treeof Life” isoppasite of theworld sways. Theworldis dill
eding of “the treeof knowledge of goodand evil.” But, Christians can ea of the Treeof Life and
be freeof the works of the devil .

How dowe eaof the Treeof Life? First of all, we nead to uncerstandthe diff erencebetween
the Treeof Life andthetreeof knowledge of goodandevil . The Treeof Life produceswithin usthe
very life of God Himself. We beame one with God in the Spirit. We beamme a new credure in
Christ Jesus. In 2 Corinthians 5:17 it says, “if any man bein Christ, heisa new creature: old
things are passd away; behold, all things are become new.” If we ae born again of the Word
of God and the Spirit of Godthen we ae anew credurein Christ (1 Peter 1:23,John 36,7). Being
anew cregurein Christ, we aenolonger in Adam, bu we aenow in Christ. Romans 8:9 says, “y e
are not in theflesh, but in the Spirit, if so bethat the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any
man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.” When we were born again, we were
trandated into the kingdom of God's Son, “Jesus Christ” (Col. 1:13). Being in Christ we ae no
longer uncer the powersof Satan, bu under the power of Godworkingin usto doHisgood pgeasure
(Phil. 2:13). Our lifeishid with Christ in God (Col. 3:3).

Wefirst started to ea of the Treeof Life when we believed the Gospel and receved Jesus
Christinto ou life asour LORD and Savior. That was the beginning of awhole new way of living
(totally different from the way we lived before we were born again).

Now, we must continue to ea of the Treeof Lifeto maintain ou “lifein the Spirit.” Just as
those who are nat born again, they must continue to ea natural foodto stay aive in the flesh, we
must continue to ea spiritual foodto maintain ou life in the Spirit.

Wesitill have our natural body, whereby we @ntinueto livein thisworld. But, we dso have
aspiritual body, that we must continue to feed spiritual food (1 Cor. 1544-49).

When Jesuswastempted by thedevil i n Matthew 4:2-4, Hisanswer to thedevil s’ temptation
to turn astone into bread was, “ It iswritten, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every
word that procealeth out of the mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4). The natural body lives by physicd
food. The spiritual body lives by the written Word of God.

Eating of the Treeof Life is “consuming the written Word of God.” Jesus said in John
6:53,54," Verily, verily, | say unto you, Except ye eat theflesh of the Son of man, and drink his
blood, yehavenolifeinyou....Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life;
and | will raisehim up at thelast day.” Thiseding of the body and dood d Jesusisdorein the
spiritual redm, nat inthenatural redm (John 663). It isdore by “ studying and meditating uponthe
written Word of God dhily.” We must renew our mind onthe written Word of God, thereby we
become transformed into the image of Jesus Christ, which is “that goad, and acceptable, and
perfed, will of God” (Rom. 122).

Theworld still i ves by eaing of the knowledge of goodand evil. But, Christians shoud be
living by eding of the Treeof Life. Eating of the Treeof Life produces within usthe very life and
nature of Jesus Christ. Eating of the Treeof Lifeisawhade new way of living.
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Let me give you an example of the diff erence between eding of the treeof knowledge of
goodandevil, or eding of the Treeof Life. Badk inthe ealy 1980s1 wasin the Television Repair
business | wasonaservice cdl inalarge gartment building. It was on a Saturday afternoon,and
as | was leaving the goartment buil ding (holding a Television chasssin my arms, weaing canvas
shoes), | struck my toe ona @ncrete block in the doaway. When this happened, | broke my toe on
my left foat.

| drove home, took df my shoe, and saw the swelli ng and the blad and Hdue loring of my
foat. | felt the pain. When this happened, my mind kegan to receve thoughts from the devil . | knew
it was broken. | had experienced abroken borein my body yeas ago. The pain of abroken boreis
different from that of a sprain or torn ligament.

Thethowght cameto my mind,*” | had tetter goto the hospital and gt it x-rayed, to besure
the borewasin theright place” The secondthought that went through my head was, “ When | do
that the doctor will cut out the front of my shoe and pu a bandag on my toe, andl will go aound
likethat for abou six weels.” Then the Spirit of Godrose upwithin me, andfrom my spirit | head,
“Youdornit haveto dothat, by His gripesyou ae healed, He bore your sicknessandinfirmities, tell
the devil to takea jump.” Immediately | said, “ Devil get out, | dorit nead thisandyou can't put this
onme, by His gripesl amhealed.” “ Jesus Himself took my infirmitiesand baemy sickness so you
can gotakea jump. Thark You Jesus.”

All thistime | was alonein the house. | spoke words out-loudto the devil and | confessed
before God my heding. Then | tookashower, dressed up,andwent out for lunch. Then the thought
came to my mind again, to go to the hospital and have an x-ray. | said within myself, “ Why shoud
| spend God's moneyfor something | didn't need. Gods Word istrue and| am healed.”

That day my foot was very sore but | kept going. The person| went to lunch with said to me,
“Merle, youshoud havestayed hame, and nad bewalking aound onthat foot.” | just said, “ Don't
worry abott it, it's Ok.”

The next day the sorenessleft. It was Sunday and | went to Church. On Monday evening |
showed my foot to thase & my house who were there for a share group meding. All we could see
was orered spot and ablue stripe mark wherethe break had been. Praisethe Lord for HisWord! By
Tuesday all was badk to namal, nored spat, no bue stripe.

On Friday of that week, | showed my foat to a nurse friend d mine. | told her what had
happened the Saturday before and hav thefoat came badk to namal inthreedays. Shesaid, “ It had
to be God, for inthe natural it would taketen daysto two weels before the blackand Buewould be
gore”

When we ed of the Treeof Life, we operate acording to the written Word of God, nd the
natural way the world operates “by going to dactors and taking medication.” The Word of Godis
our source of heding for our natural bodes * by the stripes that Jesus bore for us’ on the Crossof
Calvary. The world system isto go to adoctor, but for Christians, the first placewe shoud turnto
is “the written Word of God.” We shoud recave that which God says belongs to us.



The Tree of Knowledge
of Good and Evil

Onceweunderstandthe Treeof Life, we can then uncerstandthetreeof Knowledge of Good
and Evil. Both trees were in the garden of Eden arealy before man was put into the garden (Gen.
2:8,9). Man hasafreewill to choose which trees he will ed the fruit thereof (Gen. 216). Man was
told by the LORD God nd to ed of the treeof knowledge of goodand evil (Gen. 217).

Fromthetimethat Adam and Eve ae of thetreeof knowledge of goodandevil, mankind hes
continued to ed of the treeof knowledge of goodandevil. Theworld today is gill eing of thetree
of knowledge of goodand evil. “Only Christians’ can ea of the Treeof Life. Y et many Christians
are still eding of the treeof knowledge of goodand evil.

Christians have a toiceof which treethey will ed thefruit thereof. The dhoiceis gill theirs,
and Godwill nat stop them from eaing of the Treeof Life, if they choose to repent and turn to the
LORD ou God and live “by the written Word of God,” not by the natural circumstances in their
lives. When we ed of the Treeof Life, the natural circumstances must leave & the Light of the
written Word of Godcomesin. Theworldis dill li ving in darkness bu Christians shoud beliving
in the Light of the Word of God (1 John 15-10).

The tree of the knowledge of good and evil is under the ntrol of Satan. The tree of
knowledge of goodand evil has two fruit, “the knowledge of good’ and “the knowledge of evil .”
Both of these fruit produce “deah.” The deah of these fruit is dependant upon*“knowledge.”
Withou natural knowledge, these trees canna operate.

There are two major operations of these two trees in the world today. There is “the
knowledge of good’ that justifies everything it does by “knowledge obtained and gathered in the
natural redm.” Thereisalso “the knowledge of evil,” that condemns others by the “knowledge” of
their past.

Let ustake an example of the operation d “the knowledge of good”” We know that the Old
Testament Law stated, “...the man that committeth adultery with another man'swife, even he
that committeth adultery with his neighbour's wife, the adulterer and the adulteress $all
surely be put to death” (Lev. 20:10). When “...the scribes and Pharisees brought unto him a
woman taken in adultery...” (John 83), they did na bring the man, bu they wanted Jesus to
condemn the woman that she shoud be put deah.

These scribes and Pharisees had “knowledge of the Law,” but were “acaising the woman
only and nd theman also.” Their justicewas corrupted by their knowledge of the Law. They did na
look at the Treeof Life, they only looked at the tree of knowledge of good and evil, when they
brought the woman to be stoned to deah. The treeof knowledge of goodand evil “demands deah
or punishment” for deedsandadionsnot acceptableto those operating under theknowledge of good
and evil .

The Treeof Life dso “demands deah o purishment” for deeds and adions not acceptable
to Godacording to the Law. But the Treeof Life dsoincludes*”the Blood d the Lamb, which was
dain from the foundation d the world” (Rev. 138). Therefore, God laid al our sins, iniquities,
infirmities, sickness and dseasesuponJesus, and Jesustookthe punishment of deah uponHimself,
that we could befree In 2Corinthians 5:21it says, “ For he hath made him to be sin for us, who
knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousnessof God in him.”



TheBlood d theLambwasa “onetime payment” for sinsforever. Everyonewhoeas of the
Treeof Life hastheright to havetheir sin, iniquities, infirmities, sickneses and dseases“removed
by the Blood d the Lamb.” Oncethey are removed, they are not to be remembered anymore. God
said “1 will be merciful to their unrighteousness and their sins and their iniquities will 1
remember no more” (Jer. 31:34,Heb. 812).

Remembrance of ancther person’'s snsis “the knowledge of goodand evil.” God daes not
remember the sins of thase who repent and confesstheir past sins. Christians are to walk in the
likenessand image of God, nd remembering the sins of others who have repented and confessed
their sinsto God (1 John 16-9).

Spirits, operating within churchesthat say they are Christians gill condemnand punshthose
whom in their past committed some type of sin, which they remember. We seethis constantly in
Churches today, cdli ng themselves Christians. They demand that thase who “by their knowledge
have sinned in the past” be punished for their past sins. Sometimes, for sins committed twenty or
more yeas ago.

Many of them usetheworld’s g/stem of “ Judges and Courts,” operating by “the knowledge
of goodand evil” to commit them to life in prison for adions of their past. Others demand their
removal from any type of work in the dhurch system. Their sinsare remembered “forever and ever”
by thase who say they are Christians, and even leadersin Christian Churches. Thisisnat operating
from “the Treeof Life,” but rather from “the treeof knowledge of goodand evil.”

If thereisn’t forgivenessand forgetting of sins, then what Jesus did for us onthe Crossis of
noavall. If the Crossof Cavary isnat included in eaing of the Treeof Life, ou eaing of the Tree
of Lifewill only produce deah, nd life. We can memorize the Scriptures from Genesis through
Revelation, and still producedeah by the words we spe&k.

Judging others within the Churches“withou seang the Blood d Jesus,” isnot of God, it is
awork of the Devil i n the minds of those who are still eding of the treeof knowledge of goodand
evil.

When the scribes and Pharisees brought the woman “taken in the ad of adultery to Jesus,”
Jesus waited urtil He head from God, andthen said, “Hethat iswithout sin among you, let him
first cast astoneat her” (John 87). Withinthe Body of Christ, only thosewhoarewithou sin can
judge ancother Christian.

Jesus said, “ Yejudge after theflesh; | judgeno man” (John 815). Christians whojudge
after the flesh, condemn themselves. By the same judgement they judge others they will be dso
judged (Matt. 7:1,2).

Christians“arerequired” tojudgeothers, bu only based upon' the Spirit, theWord, and the
Blood of Jesus’ (1 John 58).Christians are told “not to judge dter the flesh.” Jesus sid, “...if |
judge, my judgment istrue: for | am not alone, but | and the Father that sent me....| am one
that bear witnessof myself, and the Father that sent me beareth witnessof me” (John 816,18.
Therefore, when Christians judge another, it must be in agreement with “ the Spirit, the Word, and
theBlood d Jesus’ (1 John 58). All threeof these must agree Otherwise, they are judging after
the flesh, and nd after the Spirit.

Satan operates by “the knowledge” of goodand evil. Most of Satan’s operations require
“knowledge,” whichisobtained by natural means. Intheworlds s/stem of “Law and Justice,” there
must be fads presented, which are obtained by “ knowledge.”



The only fads that are wnsidered in Law and Justice ae those whereby they have been
obtained by “knowledge.” There must be evidence of the fad, and proof of the evidence

Knowledgeisobtained by al sortsof systems, including investigationsof thefads presented.
Everything is subjed to the “intelledual realm of man.” Information oldained by “supernatural
means,” isnat normally acceptable.

Satan isagod. Therefore, he does have the aility to give out informationto individual s by
“supernatural means,” such as witchcraft, familiar spirits, sorcery, etc. Christians need the help of
the Holy Spirit to identify which spiritual redm “supernatural knowledge” comes from. The Holy
Spirit will reved to Christians the source of “spiritua operations’ which are not from God.

Thisreveding of the sourceof “spiritual operations’ which arenot of God wsually comes by
a “sick feding” in your spirit, or a “knowing, beyond retura knowledge.” This knowing is a
“positiveknowing,” withou doult. A knowingthat comeswithou previousknowledge, yet it always
provesto be corred. It comesfrom your spirit, na from your mind,andyou knav instantly, withou
any previous thouwghtsin your mind.

Satan’ s operation d knowledge dwaysinvavesyour mind orly, na your spirit. Satan does
not have accssto your spirit, he only has accessto your mind.

God dwells in your spirit, and where God dwvells, Satan canna operate. Darknesscanna
dwell where thereislight. In Godthereisno darknessat all (1 John 15).

In Satan’s operation, there is no “true light.” Satan comes as an angel of light. In 2
Corinthians 11:14 it tells us, “...no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of
light.” What seansto be “light” isnot truelight. “...God islight, and in Him is no darknessat
all” (1 John 15).

Satan operates by “the knowledge of goad and evil.” In the knowledge of goodand evil,
thereis“nolove.” Godislove, and Satan hasnolove. Therefore, in the worlds s/stem of Law and
Justice “judgment is always upheld.” Each personis judged acmrding to “knowledge” and then
“judgment is pronourced.”

In God, “love and grace” mme before “judgment.” God daes not judge His people during
their lifetime here on eath. God has arealy placal the judgment of His people uponJesus. Jesus
bore our judgment uponHimself when He went to the Crossfor us.

The only judgment that remainsfor Christiansisonthelast day, the day when the books will
be opened and everyone will be judged acording to what is written in the books (Rev. 20:11-15).
Until that time, God daesnot judge people. InJohn 522,Jesus sid, “...theFather judgeth noman,
but hath committed all judgment unto the Son.” In John 815 Jesus sid, “ Yejudge after the
flesh; | judgeno man.” Thase whowalk after the flesh, judge dter the flesh. But those who walk
after the Spirit do nd judge dter the flesh, bu after the Spirit. Jesus said, “...if 1 judge, my
judgment istrue: for | am not alone, but | and the Father that sent me” (John 816). Therefore,
if Christians judge, they must judge dter the Spirit and nd after the flesh. We must judge
“righteousnessjudgment, based upon all three(the witnessof the Holy Spirit, the Word of God,
and the Blood d Jesus)” (1 John 58). Any judgment by Christians that is not based uponthese
threeis not of God, bu of the flesh.

In the worlds g/stem there is dways a constant battle going on in the spiritual redm, the
knowledge of goodagainst theknowledge of evil. Satan hasnolove, andwherethereisnolovethere
isonly hate and revenge, deah, and acaising one whil e justifying the sins of ancther.



After Adam and Eve had eden o the tree of knowledge of good and evil, they justified
themselves and acaused someone dse for their sin. Adam blamed Eve. Eve blamed the serpent
(Gen. 312,13.

Intheworlds g/stem, operating by the knowledge of goodandevil, peoplejustify themselves
and acaise others. This is the way things are dore in the kingdom of Satan. Satan’s irits battle
against eat ather. Thereisnolove or forgivenessin the Satanic spiritual redm. What the spirits of
this world do,is e in what the people of this world do. The natural man (born of the flesh),
foll ows what happens in the demonic spiritua redm.

In Ephesians 2:2,3it tellsus, “W herein in time past ye walked according to the course
of thisworld, according to the princeof the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in
thechildren of disobedience...Among whom alsoweall had our conversation in timespast in
thelustsof our flesh, fulfilli ng thedesires of theflesh and of themind; and wereby nature the
children of wrath, even asothers.”

Thewhadeworld liesin darkness andthe only light that can overcome the darknessis “the
light of God which comes through HisWord.” God sword isalight unto ou path (Psa. 119.105.
Theworld canna walk in the light of the Word of Godfor HisWord dces not dwell i n them. Jesus
said to those Jewsthat came against Him, “1 know that yeare Abraham's seal; but yeseek toKkill
me, because my word hath no placein you.” (John 837).

Christians must have the Word of God abiding in them, to walk in the light of the Word.
Christians must walk in the light and nd in the darknessif they want to benefit from what God has
already dore for them (1 John 15-7).

Christians need to know the diff erence between the Treeof Life andthe treeof knowledge
of goodand evil. We must ea of the Treeof Lifeto maintain ou lifein Christ Jesus.

Thisis“Part 3" of the bodk, “Two Trees.” Get the other Parts (and soon to come, the
complete Book) by downloading “fredy” from our Web sites at:

www.handsforjesus.cc
www.handsforjesus.org



