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Introduction

In 2 Corinthians 5:17 it says, “ Therefore if any man bein Christ, heis a new creature:
old thingsare passd away; behold, all thingsare becomenew.” What does*“in Christ” mean?
Many Christianstoday do nd have any ideaof what it truly meansto be “in Christ.” Y et, this houd
bethemost important revel ationanyone muld ever recave. Knowingwhat it meansto be “in Christ”
can and shoud transform our lives that we will nolonger live like the world lives (Rom. 122).

Christians are new credures in Christ. Therefore, they shoudd nolonger love thisworld o
the things of thisworld. In 1 John 215-17,it says, “L ove not theworld, neither the thingsthat
are in theworld. If any man lovetheworld, the love of the Father isnot in him...For all that
isin theworld, thelust of theflesh, and thelust of the gyes, and the pride of life, isnot of the
Father, but is of theworld...And the world passth away, and the lust thereof: but he that
doeth thewill of God abideth for ever.” Thisworld isonly temporal. The day is coming when it
will be gone. We will also be gone ather upinto heaven, a down into hell.

Therefore, ony that which is of God shoud be of any importanceto us. In Colossans 3:1,2
it says, “ If yethen be risen with Christ, seek thosethingswhich are above, where Christ sitteth
on the right hand of God...Set your affedion on things above, not on thingson the erth.”

Christ means “anointed” or “the Anainted One.” In the Hebrew, the word for Christ, means
“the Mesgah.” To be “in Christ,” meansto be “in the Anointed One.”

Jesus of Nazareth becane “the Anointed One” when God anointed Jesus with the Holy
Spirit. Jesuswas “the Son d Man in the flesh andthe Son d Godin the Spirit.” At abou the age of
thirty, Jesus receved “the Anainting of the Holy Spirit,” (following His baptism in water by John
the Baptist) (Matt. 3:16). Speaking of the day that Jesus was baptized with the Holy Spirit, it says
inActs10:38,“ God anointed Jesusof Nazareth with theHoly Ghost and with power: whowent
about doing goal, and healing dl that were oppressed of the devil; for God waswith him.”

In Luke 4:18,19,Jesus read from the Book d Isaiah, “ The Spirit of theLord isupon me,
becuse he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the
brokenhearted, to preach deliveranceto the @aptives, and recovering o sight to theblind, to
set at liberty them that are bruised...To preach the acceptable year of theLord.” When Jesus
of Nazareth was anointed with the Holy Spirit, the power of God came uponHim andHe “...went
about doing goal, and healing dl that were oppressd of the devil; for God was with him”
(Acts 10:38).

For Christians today, Jesus sid in Acts 1:8, “But ye shall receve power, after that the
Holy Ghost iscomeupon you...” Thasewhoarein Christ, when they are baptized inthe Holy Spirit
receve the same power Jesus receved.

In speaking of Christ, we need to go bad intimeto Genesis 15:5 when Abraham questioned
the LORD concerning his promised heir, it says, “ And he brought him forth abroad, and said,
L ook now toward heaven, and tell thestars, if thou be ableto number them: and he said unto
him, So shall thy seed be.” Thisisimportant to understandfor “the stars of heaven” are not the
same & “thedust of the earth,” or “the sand of the sea shore” (Gen. 1316, 3212).

The LORD Godmadetwo covenantswith Abraham. One, pertainingtothe seed of Abraham
through Isaac ad Jacob (which included all the dhildren of Israd). The other covenant was through
Christ, pertaining to thaose born again of the Word of God and the Holy Spirit.
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We can seethesetwo covenantsmore dealy when weunderstandthe Gospel asitisreveded
to usin the New Testament. In 1 Corinthians 15:47 it tells us, “ The first man is of the erth,
earthy: thesecond man istheL ord from heaven.” In 1Corinthians 15:46it says, “ Howbeit that
was not first which is iritual, but that which is natural; and afterward that which is
spiritual.” By thisit tells us that Adam was not spiritual, whereas Jesus was iritual.

In Genesis2:16it says, “And theL ORD God commanded theman, saying, Of every tree
of the garden thou mayest freely eat.” This commandment of the LORD God included eing of
“the Treeof Life,” which was also in the midst of the Garden. Adam was given the oppatunity to
ed of “the Treeof Life” inthe midst of the garden of Eden (Gen. 29,16). After Adam sinned in the
garden of Eden, Genesis 3:22says, “ And theLORD God said, Behold, theman isbemmeasone
of us, to know goad and evil: and now, lest he put forth hishand, and take also of thetree of
life, and eat, and livefor ever.” In eding of the Treeof Life, man receveseterna life, andisable
to liveforever.

God hed a plan for man right from the beginning. When we see God s plan for man from
God's paint of view, we can better understand the Gospel that shoud be preaded throughou the
world.

Jesus came preading the gospel of “the Kingdom of God” (Mark. 1:14,19. In Matthew
24:14, Jesus sid, “And this gospd of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a
witnessunto dl nations; and then shall the end come.”

In short, Lucifer had already been cast down to the eath before Adam was creded. Lucifer
becane Satan, the Devil , when herebell ed against God (Ezek. 2812-20; Isa. 1412-20: Luke 10:18).
Through Lucifer’s rebelli on, re led many angels to rebel against God, and they are held in chains
until the day of judgement (2 Peter 2:4; Jude 1:6; Rev. 20.10). In heaven, God lost His praise and
worship angels, which were before the throne of God.

For those who can recave revelation knavledge of things to come, they shoud ndicethat
in Revelation 410,11it says, “ Thefour and twenty eldersfall down before him that sat on the
throne, and wor ship himthat liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crownsbefore thethrone,
saying... Thou art worthy, O Lord, to recave glory and honour and power: for thou hast
created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.”

Those four and twenty elders were people who dd the will of God here on eath, and nawv
they arein heaven, praising andworshiping Godandthe LORD beforethethrone, where Lucifer and
his angles were & one time. In Revelation, Chapter Five it speds again o people, praising and
worshiping the Lamb that was dain. For thosewhocanrecaveit, thereisroom in heaven beforethe
throne for anyone who will dothe will of God here on eath. The position that Lucifer lost is now
avail able for those who will dothewill of Godin their lives.

After Lucifer was cast out of the third heavens, the LORD God cregded man (male and
female), inthelikenessandimage of God, yet as an “earthly creaure.” Mankind (male andfemale)
were given an oppatunity to choose whom they will serve, the Devil, or God? Those who chocse
toserve God(and nd theDevil), canrecave anew birth and kecome a ‘heavenly creaurein Christ,”
replaang Lucifer and the angels that foll owed Lucifer when he rebell ed against God.

Adam, being the head o the aedion d mankindin theflesh dsobeyed the LORD God and
ate of thetreeof knowledge of goodandevil . By this, sinand deah came uponall mankind.Romans
5:12 says, “W herefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so



death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.” Man dd na die “spiritually or physicdly
that day.” Sinand ceah dd na overtake mankindas somebelieve. Sin and deah “ becaneresident”
in mankind in the form of mortality in the physicd body and corruption in the soul of man. This
mortality andcorruptionin manisonly overcomeby first becoming born againin Christ Jesus. Then
secondy, obtaining unto the resurredion d thedead onthat last day asit iswrittenin 1 Corinthians
15:51-57. It says, “Behold, | shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleg, but we shall all be
changed...In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall
sound, and the dead shall be raised incorr uptible, and we shall be danged...For this
corr uptiblemust put on incorr uption, and thismortal must put on immortality...Sowhen this
corr uptibleshall haveput onincorr uption, and thismortal shall haveput onimmortality, then
shall bebrought to passthesaying that iswritten, Death is svallowed up in victory...O death,
whereisthy sting?O grave, whereisthy victory?...Thesting of death is sn; and the strength
of sin isthelaw...But thanks beto God, which giveth usthevictory through our Lord Jesus
Christ.”

Total victory over sinand ceahisonly “...through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Total victory
iswhen mortality and corruption nolonger residewithin us. In hearen therewill benomortality (we
will liveinabody that hasno deahinit). In hearen there will not be any corruption (we will bein
agreament with God, for corruptionis, when ou thoughts and adions do nd agreewith God).

Those who choase to receve Jesus Christ as their LORD and Savior and rejed the
temptations of the Devil, can spend eternity with God forever. This eath that we now live upon
today will passaway (Isa. 6517, 6622, 2 Peter 3:13; Rev. 21:1). Only that which is of God will
endure forever in the heavens. Thase who follow the Devil will not inherit eternity with God.

In Genesis 17:7, The LORD God spoke to Abraham saying, “And | will establish my
covenant between me and theeand thy seal after theein their generationsfor an everlasting
covenant, to be a God unto thee and to thy seal after thee” This promise was then spoken of
in Galatians 3:16, where it says, “Now to Abraham and his el were the promises made. He
saith not, And to sedals, as of many; but as of one, And to thy sead, which isChrist.”

Thenin Galatians 3:27-29it says, “ For asmany of you ashave been baptized into Christ
have put on Christ...Thereisneither Jew nor Greek, thereis neither bond nor free, thereis
neither male nor female: for yeare all onein Christ Jesus...And if yebe Christ's, then are ye
Abraham's sdal, and heirsaccording to the promise.”

Christ is“thefirstborn from the dead,” the Heal of the Body of Christ. In Romans 8:29
it says, “ For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be mnfor med to theimage of
his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.” Whereit says, “For whom he
did foreknow...” impliesthat what is goken of inthisverse, God krew even before thefoundition
of thisworld. In Colossans 1:18it says, “And heisthehead of thebody, the church: whoisthe
beginning, thefirstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence”

For those who can uncerstand revel ation knavledge, Adam was the beginning of mankind
here oneath. Adam wasfirst formed of the dust of the ground,then Evewastaken ou of Adam and
cdled woman. Adam and Eve were not spiritual. They were eathly, formed of the dements of this
eath (Gen. 27). They had terrestrial bodes, whereas iritual beings have céestial bodes. They
were aliving, breahing, creaure. They nealed air to breahe and continue to live. Therefore, they
were limited to where thereis air to breahe. They were “in theflesh of Adam” from the days they



were aeded in Genesis 2:7.

Everyone barn into thisworld “by the union d one man and ore woman” were born of the
flesh. (When Jesus came into thisworld, He was nat born by theunion d one man and ore woman.
Jesus was born into thisworld by the Holy Spirit and Mary). Jesus was withou sin, for He was not
born of thebloodineof Adam, inwhich sinand deah was pasd uponall whoareborn of theflesh.

Thosewho are born of theflesh are dl “in Adam.” Thisisimportant to understand, for in
1 Corinthians 15:22it says, “ For asin Adam all die, even soin Christ shall all be made alive.”
Everyonewho desonthiseath whilethey are still i n Adam, will spendeternity in hell. Only those,
whodieonthiseathwhil ethey are “in Christ” will be made dive, andenter into heaven. Therefore,
it isimportant that Christians understand the gospel of Christ.

Thosewhoareborn again o the Holy Spirit (John 36), andthe Word of God (1 Peter 1:23)
are nolonger in Adam. They aretrandated from the flesh of Adam into the body of Christ. Thiswe
aretold in Romans 8:9 whereit says, “But ye are not in theflesh, but in the Spirit, if so bethat
theSpirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man havenot the Spirit of Christ, heisnoneof his.”
Thisisveryimportant for Christiansto understand. They arenolonger in Adam, but in Christ. Adam
was “the first creaion” of mankind, creaed uponthis eath. Christ is “the second credion” of
mankind uponthis eath. In 2 Corinthians 5:17 it says, “ Therefore if any man bein Christ, heis
anew creature: old thingsare passed away; behold, all thingsare becomenew.” Thasewhoare
in Christ, are “a new creation of mankind.” Those who arein Christ, are His body here on eath.
Christ isthe head of the body of Christ, and thase who are in Christ are His body.

Spe&king of thebody of Christ, Ephesians 1:4,5,says, “ Accor ding ashehath chosen usin
him before thefoundation of theworld, that we should be holy and without blamebefore him
in love...Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself,
accordingto the goad pleasure of hiswill .”

All of thisis ge&king of the Son d God, first becoming “the Son d Man.” Then dying on
the Crossand arising again from the dead to become “the Heal of the Body of Christ” for all
eternity. The Body of Christ isone body, and all who arein Christ are His Body.

When Christ was raised again from the dead, He becane the beginning of “a new credion
of heavenly credures.” Those who arein Christ are nolonger in Adam, bu in Christ.

Thisisvery important for in 1Corinthians 15:20-22it says, “ But now isChrist risen from
thedead, and becomethefirstfruitsof them that slept...For sinceby man came death, by man
came also the resurrection of the dead...For asin Adam all die, even soin Christ shall all be
made alive.”

Those who are “in Christ,” when He comes for them will spend eternity with Him in
heavenly places. Christ isthe beginning of “a new creaion d man” (maninthe spirit, living forever
with God).



Sors of God

In Romans 8:14 it says, “For asmany asare led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons
of God.” Thereseamsto be adiff erencebetween those whoare born again, andthose who continue
in Christ until the end. Therefore, it seansthat some who aretruly “ Sons of God,” will continueto
reign with Christ forever. Those who are led by the Spirit of God are serving the LORD. In
Revelation 223, it says, “ And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the
Lamb shall bein it; and his srvants dhall serve him.” Then in Revelation 225 it says, “And
there shall be no night there; and they neal no candle, neither light of the sun; for theLord
God giveth them light: and they shall reign for ever and ever.” By thiswe seethat thosewhoare
led by the Holy Spirit and servethe LORD inthislife, will reign with the LORD for ever. Thisisa
pasition that has been reserved for those who are “sons of God,” led by the Spirit of God.

Therefore, the Word of God reveds that the “sons of God’ (those who are led by the Spirit
of God), will continuein eternity. We see &idenceof thisin Matthew 19:28, where Jesus said urto
His disciples, “...Verily | say unto you, That ye which have followed me, in the regeneration
when the Son of man shall sit in thethrone of hisglory, yealso shall sit upon twelve thrones,
judging thetwelvetribes of Israel.”

Tothesedisciples, Jesus ansto be speaking of atimefoll owing their natural liveshereon
eath. Jesus used the Greek word “paliggenesia,” translated “regeneration.” That isin referenceto
the new birth. At thetime Jesus okethisto Hisdisciples, they were not born again. The new birth
also spe&s of anew creaion d mankind, whichis“in Christ.”

At thetime Jesus goketo Hisdisciplesin Matthew 19:28, nore of them werein Christ, for
Jesus Himself was nat yet arisen from the dead to become “the Head of the Body of Christ.” Jesus
is“thefirstborn from thedead” (Rom. 829; Col. 1:15-18).

Thereisnoindicationthat any of the Apostleswerejudging thetwelvetribesof Israd during
their lifetime here on eath. All indicaions are that, what Jesus was ge&king of takes placein the
heavens, after thiseathly lifeis over. Jesus said, “...when the Son of man shall sit in thethrone
of hisglory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” This
agrees with many other places in the Scriptures where it mentions “ Jesus stting onthe throne &ter
Hisresurredionfrom thedead.” In Revelation 321, it says, “ To him that overcometh will | grant
to sit with mein my throne, even as | also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his
throne.” Thiswasreveded to the Apostle Johnafter the resurredion o Jesus from the dead. After
Jesus' resurredion from the dead, He was ®ded onthe throne dong with His Heavenly Father.

Jesus was nat judging anyone urntil after He aose again from the dead. In John 522, Jesus
said, “ For theFather judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment untothe Son.” In John
8:15 Jesus sid, “ Yejudge after theflesh; | judgeno man.” In John 1247,48,Jesus sid, “And
if any man hear my words, and believenot, | judgehim not: for | camenot tojudgetheworld,
but tosavetheworld...Hethat rejedeth me, and receiveth not my wor ds, hath onethat judgeth
him: theword that | have spoken, the same shall judge him in thelast day.”

By thiswe seethat whil e Jesus was here on eath, “before His resurredion from the dead,”
He did na judge awyone. All judgement was left until after Jesus arose again from the dead, and
becane “Christ.”

Christisthe Head of the Body of Christ, whichisawhode new creaion d mankind.Before
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Jesus becane Christ, there were no “ Christians,” who are the body of Christ. Now, that Jesus has
becmme “Christ” the firstborn from the dead, He is aed with His Father on the throne, “judging
al mankind.” InRomans 14:10it says, “ But why dost thou judgethy brother? o why dost thou
set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.”

This tell s us that “judgment does not take placeuntil after thislife here on eath is over.”
Then, wewill al bejudged. In Matthew 25:31,32,Jesus sid, “W hen the Son of man shall come
in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his
glory...And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from
another, as a shepherd divideth his $ieg from the goas.”

Godisnat “unjust” in anything He does. God is consistent in everything He does. When
Adam sinned, God dd not judge Adam because of his sn. When people sin, God daes not judge
people before their time on eath is over. Judgment day for ead individual comes foll owing their
last day uponthis eath.

Godisrighteousandjust in judgement. For Jesusto become “Christ,” the Head of the Body
of Christ, Hefirst had to be faithful to remain withou sin even urtil deah. JesuswasaMan in the
flesh, tempted the samein al points aswe ae. Jesus overcame the temptations of the Devil . Jesus
was tempted in every areg just as we ae. Had Jesus failed to overcome the Devil, He would na
have obtained His pasition at the right-hand d God the Father.

Being that Jesus did fulfill all the requirementsthat the Father had set for Him, He becane
Christ, the Head of the Body of Christ, thejudge of all mankind.Heisarighteous Judge, being that
He overcame sin and ceah, and defeaed the Devil in Hisresurredion from the dea.

Thefirst Adamfail ed to kego al the mmandmentsof the LORD God.The LORD Godsaid
“toall mankind” inGenesis1:16.17, ... Of every treeof thegar den thou mayest freely eat...But
of thetree of the knowledge of goad and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou
eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” The English versions of the Bible ae nat corred in what is
writtenin Genesis 2:16,theword used for “man” isnot speaking of one man by the name of Adam.
It is peeking of “mankind’ in general.

If wewereto consider “whosinned in the beginning” it would be Eve, na Adam. After Eve
had eaen o thetreeof knowledge of goodandevil, shegaveto Adam and hedid ea also (Gen. 36).
Yes, Eve was deceved, just like multitudes of people have been deceved throughou the
generations. Even Spirit-fill ed Christians have been deceved by li stening to those who teat what
they have head ather men teadh, and have not receved it from the Holy Spirit.

Satan has used men to tead his doctrines, based upon®the knowledge of good and evil ,”
rather than the truth from the inspired written Word of God. Yes, it does sy in Romans 5:12,
“W herefore, asby oneman sin entered into theworld, and death by sin; and so death passed
upon all men, for that all havesinned.” Adam wasfirst formed, then Eve wastaken ou of Adam.
Adam was the head of the first creaion d mankind. Just as Jesus Christ is the head of the second
credion of mankind. Thereforeit saysin 1 Corinthians 15:22," For asin Adam all die, even soin
Christ shall all be made alive.”

Thisisal explained in Romans 5:17,18,which says “For if by one man's off encedeath
reigned by one; much more they which receve abundance of grace and of the gift of
righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ...Therefore as by the offence of one
judgment cameupon all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousnessof onethefreeqgift



cameupon all men untojustification of life.” Thefirst Adamwasman creaed aliving, breahing,
credure (whowasaliving soul), with abody of flesh and bores, and a spirit given to hm by God.

Adam was withou sin in the day that he was creaed. When Adam harkened urto the voice
of hiswife, and dd ea of the treeof knowledge of goodand evil, sin and ceah entered into the
human race through the head of the human race(which was Adam). Therefore, al who are “in
Adam” will die, because of thesin and ceah that entered into the human racein the garden of Eden.

Then, abou four-thousandyeaslater Jesuscame. Hewaswithou sin,andlived abou thirty-
threeand ore-half yeaswithou sin. Jesusovercamesinin theflesh by Hisrighteousnessin kegoing
al the ommmandments of God the Father. Jesus defeaed sin and ceah, to destroy deah and the
Devil who hes the power of deah. In Hebrews 2:5-9, it quaies Psalm 8:4, in spe&king of Jesus, it
says, “W hat isman, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him?”
Adamwasnat “theson of man,” whereas Jesusis“the Son of Man.” Some havetaught that Psalm
8:4-9, was edking of Adam, whichisnot true.

In Hebrews 2:5-8 it says, “ For unto the angels hath he not put in subjedion theworld
tocome, whereof wespeak...But onein acertain placetestified, saying, What isman, that thou
art mindful of him? o theson of man, that thou visitest him?...Thou madest him alittlelower
than theangels; thou crownedst him with glory and honour, and didst set him over theworks
of thy hands...Thou hast put all thingsin subjedion under hisfed. For in that he put all in
subjedion under him, heleft nothing that is not put under him...”

The Word of God hes no errors, for God canna lie. When God spe&ks, He knows “the end
from the beginning.” Therefore, God revedsthingsthat are not “at thetime,” as though they were.
What God reveds to man is truth, and truth canna fail. What was goken in Psalm 8:4-9, was
spe&ing of Jesus, whois“the Son d Man,” by the virgin hirth.

Following onin Hebrews 2:8-14 it says, “...But now we seenot yet all things put under
him...But we seeJesus, who was made alittlelower than theangelsfor the suffering of death,
crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every
man...For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing
many sonsunto gory, to makethe aptain of their salvation perfed through sufferings...For
both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one: for which cause heisnot
ashamed tocall them brethren...Saying, | will dedare thy nameuntomy brethren, in themidst
of the church will | sing praise unto thee..And agan, | will put my trust in him. And agan,
Behold | and the dhildren which God hath given me...Forasmuch then as the children are
partakersof flesh and blood, healso himself likewisetook part of thesame; that thr ough death
he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil.”

For al of those who are in Christ, and remain in Christ urtil the end, sin and deah are
defeded by Christ, whoisthe head of the body of Christ. Christ isthe beginning of anew credion
of mankind. Thefirst creaion d mankindwas “in Adam.” The secondcreaion d mankindis“in
Christ”. In Christ, we have victory over sin and ceah by what Jesus did for us when He redeemed
us from the slavery of sin which came uponman in the beginning.

This victory isfor those who walk after the Spirit, and nd after the flesh. In Romans 8:2, it
says, “ For the law of the Spirit of lifein Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin
and death.” For thasewhoarein Christ, “walking after the Spirit and nd after theflesh,”andremain
in Christ until the end, they are freeof the law of sin and deah.



Thisiswhat Romans 5:17-21is ged&king of, whereit says, “ For if by one man's offence
death reigned by one; much more they which receve abundance of graceand of the gift of
righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ...Therefore as by the offence of one
judgment cameupon all men tocondemnation; even so by the righteousnessof onethefreegift
came upon all men unto justification of life...For as by one man's disobedience many were
made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous...Moreover the law
entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin abounded, grace did much more
abound...That as sn hath reigned untodeath, even somight grace regn through righteousness
unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord.”

Thisall hasto dowith “walking after the Spirit and not after the flesh.” Therefore, this
istalking abou thosewho are cdled “ sons of God.” The sons of God arethose who areled by the
Spirit of God (Rom. 8:14).

Mankindinherited sin and deah through the head of mankindin the flesh (whichisthefirst
Adam). Jesus becane man in theflesh, fulfill ed all the righteous requirements of God the Father by
Hislifeoneath withou sin. Then by Hisdeah in theflesh, He defeaed the Devil . Jesusdid na die
in the Spirit as smetead. In 1 Peter 3:18 tell s us that Jesus was “ put to death in the flesh.” By
Hisresurredionfrom thedead, Jesusbecane “Christ,” thehead of awholenew credion d mankind,
(man and God joined together in ore body).

Asthe heal df the Body of Christ, Jesus becamne the righteous Judge of all mankind. Being
at the right-hand d God the Father, Jesus has been given the pasition d authority of judgement of
all mankind. Therefore, Jesusisin aposition d giving authority to someto judge othersin eternity.
(Notinthislife, but ineternity, otherswill sit onthethrone dongwith“Christ” judging others). This
iswhat Jesuswas eking of in Matthew 19:28, where He said urto Hisdisciples, “...Verily | say
unto you, That ye which have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit
in the throne of hisglory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of
Israel.”

Godisnot arespeder of persons. The disciples who foll owed Jesus, were given aplacein
eternity, whereby they would reign with Christ, judging the twelve tribes of Israd. What abou the
others who foll ow Jesus in this life? What will happen with thase who are faithful servants of our
LORD?

Thereisawhde dernity ahead of us. Thislife hereoneath isonly the beginning of eternal
life in the Spirit. In the Spirit of Christ, we have everlasting life. In 2 Timothy 2:11,12it says, “It
isafaithful saying: For if we be dead with him, we shall also live with him...If we suffer, we
shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us.” First it is telling us we must
“...bedead with him...” To bedeal with Him, invalves denying our will t o follow Him. Not doing
our own will of theflesh, bu submitting to the leading of the Holy Spirit in our lives. When we ae
led by the Holy Spirit, wewill continueto livewith Him. Thenit says, “If wesuffer...” The mrred
meaning of suffer is “continue, or endure.” The end results are that “...we shall also reign with
him...”

Eternity isalong time (it isforever). Thasewho are faithful, and continue with Christ, shall
also “reign with Christ” throughou eternity. There is alot of room out in eternity for God to do
whatsoever Hedesires. Weknow that therewill be anew heavensandanew eath (Isa. 6517, 66:22,
2 Peter 3:13; Rev. 21:1).



God has grea plans for those who are faithful in this life to reign with Christ forever in
eternity. Thereisalot to doin eternity. The gredest part of al thisis, that the “sons of God’ will
reign with Christ forever.

Christisthehead of thebody of Christ. TheBody of Christ isawhoenew creaion d human
beingsthat did na exist inthebeginning. Thasewhoare anew creaurein Christ did na exist when
theangelswerefirst creaed. Thosein Christ did na exist when Adam wasfirst creaded. Thosewho
arein Christ came into being foll owing the aeaion d Adam in the garden of Eden.

Before the aedion d Adam, there was God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Then
the angels were aeaed in the heavens. After Lucifer was cast out of the third heavens, the LORD
God creaed man in thelikenessandimage of God, yet asan “earthly creaure.” Mankindwas given
an oppatunity to choose whom he will serve, the Devil, or God?

Those who chocse to serve God (and nd the Devil), can recave “anew birth” and become
a “heavenly creaure in Christ,” repladng Lucifer and the angels that followed Lucifer when he
rebell ed against God.

Being a new creaure in Christ, we have bath, a spiritual body and a natural body (1 Cor.
15:44). In ou new spiritual body we become like the angelsin heaven. We can go anywhere that
God so desires usto go in the heavens. We can exist in the third heavens, before the throne of God
and praise and worship the Father and the Son (who sits uponthe throne with His Father). We can,
forever give praise, hona, and glory to the Father and the Lamb who was dain. The Book o
Revelation makes mention d this by saying, “ Thefour and twenty eldersfall down before him
that sat on the throne, and worship him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns
before thethrone, saying...Thou art worthy, O Lord, toreceveglory and honour and power:
for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created” (Rev. 4:10.17).
Y et, we aenot limited to just praise and worship before the throre.

We aretold that the “sons of God’ shall reign with Christ forever. Thereisalot planned by
God for eternity, including a new heavens and anew eath. Thereisalot for the “sons of God’ to
doin eternity.

If we consider the pasitionthe “sons of God’ have in eternity, we will findthey are “just a
littl e lower than God Himself.” Y et, they are higher than the angels that were aeaed long before
Adam was first creaed. In 1 Corinthians 6:2, it says, “ Know ye not know that the saints all
judge the world? and if the world shall be judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge the
smallest matters?” Then in 1 Corinthians 6:3 it says, “Know ye not that we shall judge
angels?...” Thase who are the “sons of God,” shall also judge agels.

Being “sons of God’ we have the very life of God within us. Being “sons of God’ we ae
in Christ Jesus, who is “the Son d God.” Being in Christ, the fulnessof God dvellsin ws. In
Colossans 2:8-10it says, “ Beware lest any man spoil you through phil osophy and vain decet,
after thetradition of men, after the rudiments of theworld, and not after Christ...For in him
dwelleth all thefulnessof the Godhead bodily...And yeare completein him, which isthehead
of all principality and power.”

Thiswe dready have here on eath. The sons of God have dready receved “...the earnest
of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased posssdgon, unto the praise of his
glory” (Eph. 114). The eanest of our inheritanceisthe fulnessof the Spirit, to enable usto beled
by the Holy Spirit. This we receved when we were baptized in the Holy Spirit. Thisis the same
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baptism that Jesus receved at abou the age of thirty. In Matthew 3:16, it says, “ And Jesus, when
hewasbaptized, went up straightway out of thewater: and, lo, theheavenswere opened unto
him, and hesaw theSpirit of God descendinglikeadove, and lightingupon him.” Thereisonly
one Holy Spirit.

Therefore, Jesus sidto Hisdisciplesin Acts 1.5, “John truly baptized with water; but ye
shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many dayshence” Thenin Acts 1:8 Jesus sid, “ But
ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost iscome upon you: and ye shall be witnesss
untomeboth in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto theuttermost part of
theearth.” Thenit tellsusin Acts 2:2-4,“ And suddenly there ame a sound from heaven as of
arushing mighty wind, and it fill ed all thehousewherethey weresitting.. And thereappeared
unto them cloven tongueslikeasof fire, and it sat upon each of them...And they wereall fill ed
with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them
utterance”

That day, those disciples recaved the anointing of the Holy Spirit, that they could beled by
the Holy Spirit in everything they did. Being led by the Holy Spirit makes them * sons of God.”

These disciplesreceved the sasme Holy Spirit that Jesusreceved. They had the same power
that Jesus had. They could dothe same works that Jesus hid. These disciples had “...the earnest of
their inheritanceuntil their redemption...” (Eph. 114).

In Ephesians 1:13,14it says, “In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of
truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with
that holy Spirit of promise...Which isthe ernest of our inheritanceuntil the redemption of the
purchased posssson, unto the praise of his glory.” Notice that it says, “...after that ye
believed...” After we believed and are born again, we shoud receve the baptism in the Holy Spirit.
Thereby, we ae “...sealed with that holy Spirit of promise...Which is the arnest of our
inheritanceuntil the redemption of thepurchased possesson, untothepraiseof hisglory.” The
sed “which isthe ernest of our inheritancé’ isthe baptism in the Holy Spirit.

This baptism in the Holy Spirit is only “the ernest of our inheritance” Our full
inheritance does nat come until after our resurredion from the deal. Between thetimewe aeborn
again and the day we leare this eath, we must continue in Christ and endure until the end.

Jesus made many statements concerning the nead to continue urtil the end. In Matthew
24:11-13,Jesussaid,“ And many falseprophets dall rise, and shall decavemany...And because
iniquity shall abound, thelove of many shall wax cold...But hethat shall endure untothe end,
the same shall be saved.”

Jesus also mentioned that there ae some whowill be taken ou of the kingdom of God and
cast into afurnaceof fire where there shal be waili ng and gnashing of teeh. Why isthis? Mainly,
because they did their own will of the flesh, rather than follow the leading of the Holy Spirit. In
Matthew 13.41,42 Jesus sid,” The Son of man shall send forth hisangels, and they shall gather
out of hiskingdom all thingsthat offend, and them which doiniquity...And shall cast theminto
afurnaceof fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeh.”

Alsoin Revelation 34,5it says, “ Thou hast a few names even in Sardiswhich have not
defiled their garments; and they shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy...He that
overcometh, the same shall be dothed in white raiment; and | will not blot out his name out
of the book of life, but | will confesshis name before my Father, and before his angels.”
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Christians must overcome in thislife. For some who dfil e their garments could have their names
taken ou of the Book d Life. For thase who have defiled their garments, they can repent and ke
cleansed by the Blood d Jesus Christ (1 John 17-9).

The Epistles are written to Christians who were baptized in the Holy Spirit. Being the
Epistles were written to Spirit-fill ed Christians, they already had the eanest of their inheritance

In 1John 413t says, “ Hereby know wethat we dwell in him, and hein us, because he
hath given usof hisSpirit.” The Apostle Johnwrotein 1John 417,“...asheis, so are wein this
world.” When we receave the Baptism in the Holy Spirit we receve the eanest of our inheritance

Thenin 1John 511-13the Apostle Johnwrote, “ And thisisthe recrd, that God hath
given to useternal life, and thislifeisin his Son...Hethat hath the Son hath life; and he that
hath not the Son of God hath not life... Thesethingshavel written unto you that believeon the
name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have dernal life, and that ye may believe
on the name of the Son of God.”

Then in 1 John 32 it says, “ Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet
appear what weshall be: but weknow that, when heshall appear, weshall belikehim; for we
shall seehim asheis.” By this, we know that Johnis writing to are those who have “the ear nest
of our inheritance” Christians who have receved the baptism in the Holy Spirit have everything
they need to be faithful to dowhatsoever the LORD desires for them to do rere on eath.

When these ae faithful in dang what the LORD has planned for them here on eath, they
will recave*thefulnessof their inheritancewhen they @mebeforethe LORD on their last day.”
On the day of their resurredionfrom the dead they will recavetheir reward. Those who have been
faithful until the end will spend eternity with the LORD. This shoud be our desire in this life, to
recavethereward of eterna lifein heaven.

In 1 Corinthians 15:51,52,it says, “ Behold, | shew you a mystery; Weshall not all sleep,
but weshall all be dhanged...In amoment, in thetwinkling o an eye, at thelast trump: for the
trumpet shall sound, and thedead shall be raised incorr uptible, and weshall be changed.” The
“last trump,” iswhen wetake our last breah (when ou heat bedsfor thelast time). That iswhen
we will be danged, and we will continue on in eternity with a new immortal body of flesh and
bores, and the crruption we have in our soul and mind will become incorruptible. We will think
like God thinks, and ou will shall beto dowhatsoever God desires for us. We will be doers of the
Word, nd just heaersonly.

On ou last day on eath, we will stand before the LORD, and ke judged acwrding to
whatsoever iswritten in the books. Those whaose names are still written in the Book d Lifewill be
changed and they will i nherit eternity with the LORD. Those whase names are not written in the
Book of Lifewill be cat into the lake of fire. In Revelation 2012,14,15t says, “And | saw the
dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was
opened, which isthe book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were
written in the books, according to their works...And death and hell were @ast into the lake of
fire. Thisisthe seand death...And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was
cast into thelake of fire.”

What a glorious day for thase who have been faithful and continued urtil the end. What a
time we will have in heaven for al eternity. But, what a sad time of “weeing and gnashing of
teeh,” for those who are cast out.
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If you are reading this book and you are not paositive “beyondall doult” that you are born
again into the Body of Christ, youcan beright now. Believethe Word of Godand dowhat the Bible
says.

TheBiblesays, “ But asmany asreceved him, tothem gavehepower tobecmethesons
of God...” “Believe in your heat,” and ask Jesus to come into your life and be your LORD and
Savior. If you ask Him with asincere heat, He will recave you, and you will become born again
into the body of Christ. Do nd go by what someone dse said. Y ou must recave Jesus yourself.
Therefore, doit today if you have nat dore it before this.

It isour desireto seeGod manifest in your life by Hislove working in youandthrough you.
Welovethe LORD our God, for Heislove and He will manifest Hislovein thelives of thase who
love Him.

ThisisPart 1 of “A New Creature” Watch for Part 2 to come in the future. For more
information onthis subjed, go to our Web sitesonthe Internet. Also get the mini-book,“ The L ast
Trump,” it will help youto understand what happens when Christians die here on eath. All books
onouw Web sitesarefree Y oucan dowvnload as many freebooks asyou desire. Go to ou Web sites
at:

www.handsforjesus.cc
www.handsforjesus.org
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