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BLESSED ASSURANCE

If you are in Chrigt, that is, “born again of the Word and the Spirit,” you should have
aswranceof your relationship to God. Thisasaurance ®mesin many ways. The most important way
is referred to in the Old Testament. It is mentioned a number of times throughou the New
Testament.

In Ezekiel 36:26,27,it says,

A new heart alsowill | giveyou, and anew spirit will | put within you: and | will take

away the stony heart out of your flesh, and | will giveyou an heart of flesh.

And | will put my spirit within you, and causeyou towalk in my statutes, and ye shall

keg my judgments, and do them.

Thisis aso mentioned in Ezekiel 11:19,20and Jeremiah 247. It is clealy spoken o in the New
Testament. In John 36,7t tells us,

That which isborn of theflesh isflesh; and that which isborn of the Spirit is irit.

Marvel not that | said unto thee Ye must be born agan.

In 1 Peter 1:23,it says, “Being born agan, not of corr uptible seed, but of incorr uptible, by the
word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.” Ezekie, Jeremiah, John and Peter are dl
talking of the same thing, “a new birth, anew heart, and anew spirit within man.”

Why isthisnecessary? The most important reasonisthat, that’ stheway God danned things
from the founcition d the world (Eph. 14).

In thisworld, there ae thase who are “in the flesh,” and those who are “in the Spirit;” that
is, those who are “in Adam” and those who are “in Christ.” In 1 Corinthians 15:22it tell sus, “ For
asin Adam all die, even soin Christ shall all be madealive.” We caneinto thisworld, ban of
theflesh, “in Adam.” Now, we must be born again of the Word of God andthe Holy Spirit (1 Peter
1:23,John 36,7).

All who are “in Christ” shall be made dive! What does that mean? There ae two livesfor
mankind. Thereisthelife of the flesh in Adam and thereisthelife of the Spirit in Christ. Adam is
cdled“thefirst man” in 1Corinthians 15:47 and Jesusiscdled “thesecondman.” It says, “ Thefirst
man isof the erth, earthy: the second man istheLord from heaven.” From there on, the next
versesexplain; that, thefirst Adam isof the eaith, andthe secondman, Jesus Christ, isfrom heaven.
Then verse49says, “ And aswehavebornetheimage of the earthy, weshall alsobear theimage
of the heavenly.” This only applies to thase who receave Jesus Christ as LORD and Savior. All
others are still i n Adam and they will not spend eternity in heaven, for they are not in Christ. Their
eternity will be spent in hell, with the devil and hisfoll owers.

Thisis why, “we must be born agan” and we need assurance of our new life in Christ
Jesus, that we do nd fail, and be led astray with every wind d doctrine and the teadings of men.
We must be taught of God, for Heisour teader in all things pertainingto lifein Christ Jesus. Jesus
saidinJohn 645, It iswritten in theprophets, And they shall beall taught of God. Every man
therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me.”

Until apersonisborn again of the Word and the Spirit, they canna understand the kingdom
of God (John 33). Neither can they enter into the kingdom of God (John 35).

When a personisborn again of the Word and the Spirit, there is awitnessin their spirit of
their new birth. Romans 8:15,16tell us,



For ye have not receaved the spirit of bondage agan to fear; but ye have receved the

Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.

The Spirit itself beareth witnesswith our spirit, that we are the dhildren of God.

In Galatians4:6 it mentionsthe same experience, saying, “ And becuseyeare sons, God hath sent
forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.”

If youare nat sureif you are born again, you can make sureright now. It's smple, becaise
God loves every individual born into thisworld, and daes not wish that any shoud perish, He has
made it very simple to beacome born again.

From your heat, pray aprayer likethis:

"LORD, Jesus, | knowthat You arethe Son d God. | know that You ded onthe aossfor me.
| know that God raised You from the dead.

Jesus, forgive me of all my sins, wash me dean in Your blood that | may be the
righteousnessof God in You. Thark You, Jesus!

Jesus, | ask Youto comeinto my life. LiveYour lifein me! Let Your will bedornein me! Let
thewill of God bedorein my lifeasit wasin Your life. | surrender my life to You, Jesus!

Youlead me by Your Sgrit andl will foll ow to the best of my ahility. | will li vefor You dl
the days of my life, as Youlead me by Your Sprit.

| receve YouNow, as my LORD, and VIOR for all eternity. | will be with You here on
earth, andl will bewith Youin heaven, foreve andeve. | will giveYou dl the Glory, it isfor You
that | will li veforeve. Amen.”

Onceyou prayed a prayer similar to the one &owve, Godistrue to His Word, and Jesus has
recaved you asone of Hisown. Youwill not bergeded by God, for Jesus arealy receved you as
His very own. God the Father has also receved you as one of His Childrenin Christ Jesus. Youare
achild of God,andwill remaina child of God aslong asyou desire. God will never forsakeyou, if
you rever forsake Him.

Noticealso, what Jesus said abou those who are His own, given to Him by God the Father
inJohn 1716, They are not of theworld, even as| am not of theworld.” If we aenat of this
world, even as Jesusisnat of thisworld, then where aewe from? The Bible teates that thase who
are barn again, are born from above, meaning from heaven, where God the Father has His throre.
If we ae born again from heaven, and we ae nat of this world, then why naot beli eve the Word of
God asto whowe aein Christ Jesus?

Jesusisour LORD and Savior, bu not only that, Heis also ou brother, for we ae dildren
of Godjust as Heisthe Son d God. Hebrews 2:11-13 says,

For both hethat sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one: for which cause

heisnot ashamed to call them brethren,

Saying, | will dedare thy nameunto my brethren, in themidst of the church will | sing

praise unto thee

And again, | will put my trust in him. And agan, Behold | and the dhildren which God

hath given me.

Spiritua thingsare not naturally discerned. Our mind daes not always agreewith the Word of God.
When this happens, we need to get our minds renewed to believe acording to that which iswritten
inthe Word o God.



RECEIVE THEHOLY SPIRIT

The plan of God from the foundition d the world was nat, that we just become born again
into the family of God, bu that we dso receve the Holy Spirit into ou livesto empower usto live
and walk in the likenessand image of Jesus Christ Himself (1 Cor. 15:49). Therefore, in Ezekiel
36:27it says, “And | will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and
yeshall keg my judgments, and dothem.” In additionto the new birth, whereby we becomeborn
of the Word and the Holy Spirit, God wants usto be baptized in the Holy Spirit giving us power to
bemme witnesses unto Jesus Christ, in whom we dwell (Acts 1:4,5,8.

A much greaer asuuranceisgiven when wehavereceved the baptism inthe Holy Spirit. The
initial evidenceis the spe&king in tongues as the Holy Spirit within us gives us the utterance (Acts
2:4, 1046, 196, 1Cor. 1210,28,30131; 14:2).

The baptism in the Holy Spirit with the evidence of spe&king in tonguesis a promise from
Godto al who are born again and desire the baptism in the Holy Spirit. God will nat withhdd the
baptism inthe Holy Spirit from any born again Christian who desirestoreceve. I1t's God swill t hat
every Christian be baptized in the Holy Spirit and spe&k in tongues. Therefore, if you do nd spesk
in tongues and you desire to recave the baptism in the Holy Spirit, just say aprayer, similar to the
following one, and you will receve the Holy Spirit with the evidence of spe&ing in tongues.

"Jesus, Yousaid in Mark 16:17,that in Your name | can cast out devls.

Saan,inthe name of Jesus, | cast you out of my mind. You haveno authority over my mind.
My mindisclear of all demonic oppressonin Jesus name.

Father, according to Your Word in Luke11:13, You promised me the Holy Sgrit if | ask.
Father, | am now asking You to gve me the Holy Sgrit with the ewdence of speaking in Your
heavenly languagp. | recave Him from You naw, in Jesus name.”

Now, continue to pray in your new tongue, praise and worship the Father in His heavenly
language. Do thisanumber of times aday, and youwill i ncrease you prayer life, andincrease your
fell owship with God!

This speking in tongues also gives us greaer asuurance, whereby in 1 John 324 it says,
“And hereby we know that he abideth in us, BY THE SPIRIT WHICH HE HATH GIVEN US.” Again
in 1John 413it says, “ Hereby know wethat we dwell in him, and hein us, BECAUSE HE HATH
GIVEN USOFHISSPIRIT.” Then 1John 417it tellsus, “Herein isour love made perfed, that we
may have boldnessin the day of judgment: because ASHE IS, SO ARE WE IN THISWORLD.”

Then the gostle John continues to give us asaurance in the following verses, “He that
believeth on the Son of God HATH THE WITNESSIN HIMSELF...” (1 John 510). “And thisisthe
record, THAT GOD HATH GIVEN TO USETERNAL L IFE, and thislifeisin his Son” (1 John 511).
Thenin verse 12,it says, “ HE THAT HATH THE SON HATH LIFE; and hethat hath not the Son of
God hath not life.” Then verse 13 says, “ These things have | written unto you that believe on
thenameof the Son of God; THAT YEMAY KNOW THAT YEHAVE ETERNAL L IFE, and that yemay
believe on the name of the Son of God.” Thenin verse 20 he sumsit up, saying, “ And we know
that the Son of God iscome, and hath given usan understanding, that we may know him that
istrue, and WE ARE INHIM THAT ISTRUE, EVEN IN HISSON JESUSCHRIST. Thisisthetrue God,
and ETERNAL LIFE.”

Why do Christians need such asaurance? Mainly, because this new lifeis not alifein the
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flesh of Adam, bu in the spirit of Christ. Romans 8:9 says, “ But yeare not in theflesh, but in the
Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of
Christ, heisnone of his.” In the spirit of Christ, we do nd have any physicd means of knowing
what isin ou spirit. We only have evidence, asthe Spirit of God gives us evidence, by Hisworking
in ou lives.

When we sped in tongues, we know that the Spirit of Godisin us giving usthe utterance
When we experiencethe* righteousnesspeaceand joyintheHoly Spirit” within us, weknow we
are children of God' When we lay hands uponthe sick and they recover, we know it is Godin us
doing the works! We, of ourselves have no paver to hed the sick, bu the Spirit of God within us
causes the sick to reaver. It isnaot us, bu the Spirit of God within us that does the works. Thisis
aswrance, that God dwvellsin us, andwein Him, and we ae One with Godin Christ Jesus. Again,
in 1 John 44 it tellsus, “ YE ARE OF GoD, little dhildren, and have overcome them: BECAUSE
GREATER ISHE THAT ISIN YOU, THAN HE THAT ISIN THE WORLD.”

Because spiritual things are not naturall y discerned, God hes given us asaurancethat we ae
children of God. It takes the Spirit of God within us, working in us to reved to us that we ae
children of God. Knowing, that we ae dildren of God, we must lean to walk after the Spirit and
not after the flesh. To dothis, we must understand the diff erence between the flesh and the spirit.

There aretwo powersin thisworld, within man. Thereisthe power of thewill of the mind,
which isapart of man’s ul, andthereisthe power of the Spirit, whichisin ou spirit. Christians
have two lives; the life of the flesh, cdled “psuche” in the Greek and the life of the spirit, cdled
“Zoe” in the Greek. Aslong as we aein thisworld, we have bath, “psuche,” and “Zoe.” To walk
after the “psuche” iswalking after the flesh. To walk after the “Zoe” is walking after the Spirit.

Thelife of the flesh “psuche” operates from our natural mind, whereas the life of the spirit
“Zoe” operatesfrom our new creaed spirit within us. Our mind d the flesh operates from our head,
where our brain and mind are. Our mind d the spirit operates from our innermost being, ou belly
asitiscdledinJohn 738.Jesus sidin John 738,"“ Hethat believeth on me, asthescripture hath
said, OUT OF HISBELL Y SHALL FLOW RIVERS OF LIVING WATER.” As we lean the difference
between our head and ou belly, our natural mind and ou spirit, we know the diff erence between
walking after the flesh and walking after the Spirit.

It takes time to grow from a baby Christian to a mature Son d God. It takes yeas for some
baby Christians to reaognize the leading of the Spirit of God from within their belly, as oppcsed to
religious irits that operate from the mind.

Yet, youwill find, that everything that comes from your spirit, comes as a witnessof the
Spirit of God with the Word of God. The Spirit must bea witnesswith the written Word o God,
otherwiseitisnot of God, bu ancther spirit. Therefore, Christiansmust continuein thewritten Word
of God,in order for the Spirit of Godto bea witnesswith the written Word of God. Thase who do
not continue in the written Word of God will easily be deceved by the spirits of this world, who
operate through the minds of men.

We must understand the operation d the Spirit of God within us before we can know what
isof Godandwhat is of man. That which isof God comes from our spirit, andthat whichisof man
comes from our natural mind. That which is of God, always beas witnesswith ou spirit and the
written Word of God.

Things of the Spirit of God always work by “faith” which isainward witnesswithin us. In



Hebrews11:1it says, “ Now faith isthe substanceof thingshoped for, the evidenceof thingsnot
sea.” Faith doeshave substance andfaith doeshave evidence The substance andevidenceof faith
is“aninward witness' in ou spirit produced by the Holy Spirit beaing witnesswith ou spirit. Look
at what it saysin Romans 10:8 about faith. It says, “ But what saith it? Theword isnigh thee even
in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach.” Faithisin ou
mouth and in ou heat. Faith is an operation d God within us. Just as al the gifts of the Spirit
operate. God pusthewordswe spe&k in ou mouth, as He beaswitnessin ou spirit. As Jesus said,
“out of hisbelly shall flow riversof living water” (John 7.38).

Jesus was peking to those who were chasen by the LORD in Abraham, Isaag and Jacob,
cdled the diildren o Israd in Mark 9:23, where He said, “ If thou canst believe, al things are
possble to him that believeth.” The word “believe” and the word “faith” come from the same
Greek word, “peitho,” which is a primary verb. A “verb” is an adion word, therefore, faith has a
correspondng adion. “W e believe, therefore we speak...” We sped, becaise we believein ou
heat; therefore, we spe& with ou mouth!

Y et, to thase who Jesus was talking to in the gospels, they were not born again, and nd
baptized intheHoly Spirit. Y et, the operation d faith wasthe same, for GodisNOW, “at all times.”
In the Old Covenant, which was dill in effed at the time Jesus lived before He died onthe Cross
God, many times operated in the NOW, which is acwrding to God' s time; which is eternity.

In eternity, thereisnoyesterday, or tomorrow. It isalways NOW! According to God stime,
“thatis, eternity,” youwere dready dedared“in Christ” from thefoundition o theworld. Ephesians
1:4 says, “ According as he hath chosen usin him before the foundation of theworld...” It just
so happened that you dd na come forth in the flesh urtil youwere “bornintheflesh.” But thered
you,wasin Christ from thefoundition o theworld. Thisishard to understandin the natural becaise
it isaspiritua truth, nd anatural truth. Y oucan only know thisby the Spirit of God keaing witness
with your spirit that you are aChild of God.

The Spirit of Godworksin bah “the gernal time of God’ and“the eathly time of man.” At
theappanted time, the Spirit of God came uponMary, and she becane pregnant with Jesus, the Son
of God. Yet, Jesus was always the Son d God from the beginning. The Spirit of God worked
through the Word o Godin the Old Testament times, and spoke forth the Word of God concerning
things pertainingto“earthly time.” The Spirit of Godal so worked through men*“ prophesying” things
to comein the “eathly time,” which had alrealy taken placein “eternal time.”

Asanexample, acordingto Revelation 138 “the Lamb was dain from thefoundition d the
world.” Yet, it didn't happen in eathly time until Jesus was crucified onthe Crossof Cavary.
Although, the shedding of the blood d Jesus Christ was just as effedive for the diildren of Israd
asitisfor ustoday. Inlsaiah 4325it says, “1, even |, am hethat blotteth out thy transgressons
for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins.” How and when dd this happen? It was
dedared before the foundition d theworld, “in eternity,” but happened onthe Crossof Calvary in
“earthly time.”

Godisaways, NOW, and whatsoever God says in His Word stands, for it isdedared from
thefoundiation d theworld. All Godisdoing, isbringing to passthat which was dedared from the
foundation d theworld. Isaiah 469.10says,

Remember the former things of old: for | am God, and thereisnone dse; | am God,

and thereisnonelike me,



Dedaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient timesthe thingsthat are not

yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and | will do dl my pleasure:

It was God s good peasure to chocse you in Christ Jesus from the foundetion d the world, yet He
did na make it known to you urtil you recaved Jesus Christ as LORD and Savior.

God alwaysworksin the NOW, therefore, faith works by God confirming HisWord by His
Spirit. His Word is confirmed when we believe, therefore, “1f thou canst believe, al things are
possgbleto him that believeth” (Mark 9:23).

What do we do when things don't happen, when we have been believing? Two things we
neeal to uncerstand; doult and unle&lief will rob us of what God hes promised. Doult and unteli ef
operate in the minds of Christians, na in their spirit. When we operate from our spirit, thereis no
doult or unbelief. Our spirit isjoined “One Spirit with the LORD”! Thereis no douh or unbeli ef
in ou spirit, it’sall in o mind d the flesh.

If thegod d thisworld can get usto operate from our mind o the flesh, he can cause doult
and unhbeli ef to over-ride the spirit. Peter aduall y operated by the Spirit when he started to walk on
the water, bu then his mind took ower. It says, “But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was
afraid...” (Matt. 14:30). Jesusthen rebuked Peter, saying, “ O thou of littlefaith, wherefore didst
thou doubt?” (Matt. 14:31). The Spirit of God gave Peter the aility towalk onthewater, but when
Peter let his mind take control of what He did, he began to sink.

That is what happens to most Christians when they fail to seethe manifestation d Godin
their lives. Their mind takes over and they get into doult or unbelief. Doult and untelief operate
from the flesh, faith operates from the spirit.

How dowe keg ou mindfrom getting usinto doult and unlelief? There aetwo thingswe
candoacordingtotheWord of God.InRomans 10:17,it says, “ So then faith cometh by hearing,
and hearing by the word of God.” The word “word,” is not what many people think it is. The
Greek word used in this verse for “word” is“rhema” Rhema, in the Greek means, “an utterance”
Therefore, it istruly saying, by hearing the Word from our spirit, which isawork of the Holy Spirit
within us. Therefore, we can listen to ou spirit for arevelation from the Spirit of God within us, or
we can go to Jude 1:20, which says, “ But ye, beloved, building up your selves on your most holy
faith, prayingin theHoly Ghost.” These ae both works of the Spirit of God within us. It is God,
that gives usfaith, na man. Faith comes from our spirit, na our mind.

Jesus explained His faith, by saying, “1 can of mine own self do nothing: as | hear, |
judge: and my judgment isjust; because | seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father
which hath sent me” (John 530). When we get the will of the flesh ou of the way, then the Holy
Spirit can work in ou lives.

Haveyouever considered “ how much Godwantsusto liveby faith?’ ItisHisgreaest desire,
therefore, the Scripture tell s us, “thejust shall live by faith” (Rom. 1:17,Gal. 3:11,Heb. 1038).
It'snat our faith, it’ sthe faith that we receve from God. It’ s not what we can do,it’swhat God can
do through us, by His Word and His Spirit working in us.

The more Christians try to help God ou, by their ability, the further away they get from
operating in the true faith God hes given them. When Christians try to dothings themselves, they
are operating from their mind o the flesh. When they let God doit, it comesfrom their spirit where
God dwells.

Thisisimportant to uncerstand, for Romans, Chapter Eight only worksfor thase Christians



“who walk not after the flesh but after the Spirit!” What happens when Christians get over into
operating from their natural minds? Satan comes in with thoughts, that prevent God from having
control.

Mark 4:14-20 explains how Satan gets Christians away from the Word of God andinto the
natural mind,where he can control what they do. It endsuptelling us, “ the caresof thisworld, and
the decetfulnessof riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the word, and it
becometh unfruitful” (Mark 4:19).

Goddoesnat work ac@rdingto ou natural mind,Heworksthrough our spirit, using spiritual
wisdom and knavledge. Thereisadiff erencebetween spiritual wisdom and knovledge and retural
wisdom and knavledge. In 1 Corinthians 2:12-14 it tell s us,

Now we have receved, not the spirit of theworld, but the spirit which is of God; that

we might know the thingsthat are freely given to us of God.

Which thingsalso we speak, not in thewor dswhich man'swisdom teacheth, but which

the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual thingswith spiritual.

But the natural man receaveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are

fodishnessuntohim: neither can heknow them, becausethey are spirituall y discermed.
That iswhy in Romans 12:2 it tell sus, “ be not conformed to thisworld: but beye transformed
by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that goad, and acceptable, and
perfed, will of God.” To prevent our natural mindfrom stoppng the Holy Spirit fromworking from
our spirit, we must renew our minds. In renewing of our minds, they must nat be cnformed to this
world, bu rather to the Word of God.

Let me help youto understand theimportanceof receving the Holy Spirit in thistestimony.
Beforel wasborn again, and even after | wasborn again | would get terrible headacdhes. They would
be so terrible that no matter what | did, | could na get relief. | never went to adoctor, bu | would
awaystaketwo Aspirintablets, and after ashort timewith noreli ef, | would then taketwo Excedrin
tablets. | sometimes even took more than two of ead. | never did knonv what worked to get reli ef,
but somehow the headadhes did leare dter awhile.

After | receved the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in tongues, | got one of those
terrible headades. It was abou 1:00 A.M. in the morning. | awoke with aterrible headadhe and it
was so intensethat | got up hdding my head, trying to pu pressure onmy mindto easethe headadhe.

Thefirst thing | did was | went and got two Aspirin tablets and took them. | waited, hdding
my heal, for abou a half-hour, but the headadhe did na leare. Then | went and took two Excedrin
tabletsand kept halding my head, but the headadhe did nd leave. Then thethought cameto me, I'm
going down in my basement, wherel would na disturb athersin thehouse and 1’ m goingto pray in
the Spirit.

| went down in my basement and started praying in the Spirit. | kept praying in the Spirit,
regardlessof how much my head ached. After ashort time of praying in the Spirit, ajoy cameinto
meand| started to sing in the Spirit. Soonl was snging in the Spirit and dancing before the LORD!

That wasin 1982 and that was the last time | had a headade. | have never had a headadche
sincethat time. Asyou continue praying in the Spirit and studying the Word of God, you just know
that manifestations sich asterrible headadches are asociated with spirits. Praying in the Spirit gives
the Holy Spirit an oppatunity to cast out an evil spirit from your mind. When the evil spirit canna
affed your mind, the headache will be gone.



| have naot had an headadhe since, and | believeit is because the spirit behind the headadhes
is gone. That's over twenty yeas snce | had the last headade. Deliverance from spirits can be
recaved by smply praying in the Spirit. The Holy Spirit can work onyour behalf while you are
praying in the Spirit. It saysin Romans 8:26, “ Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities:
for weknow not what weshould prayfor asweought: but theSpirit itself maketh intercesson
for uswith groaningswhich cannot beuttered.” In 1 Corinthians 14:14it says, “ For if | prayin
an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my understandingisunfruitful.” Whenever wepray
in the Spirit, the Holy Spirit isinvolved, and we aithorize Him to intercede for us. When the Holy
Spirit getsinvaved, al demonic spirits have to leave.

When we understand the benefits of praying in the Spirit, we find that things work so much
better for us. Once we ae born again “Children of God,” God wants to doall He can to help us.
Therefore, if wewill recevethebaptism intheHoly Spirit with the evidenceof spe&ingintongues,
we can benefit so much morein ou lives. Thingswe caana do,the Holy Spirit will dofor us, while
we ae praying in tongues.



RENEWING THE MIND

In renewing our mind, it isimportant that we do nd get into reli gious operations, whereby
we are aontrolled by doctrines or teadings of men. Sincewe aeinthisworld, bu not of thisworld,
we ned to get our minds thinking the way God thinks. Our thouwghts $ioud line up with God's
thoughts and ou ways oud line up with God sways. Isaiah 557-9 says,

Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him

return untothe LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will

abundantly pardon.

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the

LORD.

For asthe heavens are higher than the arth, so are my ways higher than your ways,

and my thoughtsthan your thoughts.

When we understand that our natural mind daes not agreewith God, then we must renew our mind
that it does agree We must not let our thinking foll ow that of the religious leaders of today. They
define an urrighteous man as one who commits horrible sins. But that is not God's ideaof an
unrighteous man. In God's eyes, anyone who dces nat think the way God thinks is unrighteous.

In Psalm 14:2,3it says,

TheL ORD looked down from heaven upon the diildren of men, to seeif therewereany

that did understand, and seek God.

They are all gone aside, they are all together become filthy: there is none that doeth

goad, no, not one.

When the LORD looked down from heaven, what did He se€? There was nore that were righteous,
no nd ore...

Righteousnessdoes nat come by what we do d our ability, it comes by beli eving what God
has dore for usin Christ Jesus. Look at Romans 3:20-24, which says,

Therefore by thedeealsof thelaw thereshall noflesh bejustified in his sght: for by the

law isthe knowledge of sin.

But now the righteousnessof God without thelaw ismanifested, beingwitnessd by the

law and the prophets;

Even the righteousnessof God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto dl and upon all

them that believe: for thereisno difference

For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

Being justified freely by hisgracethrough the redemption that isin Christ Jesus:

Whom God hath set forth to bea propitiation through faith in hisblood, to dedare his

righteousnessfor the remisgon of sinsthat are past, through theforbearanceof God;

Todedare, | say, a@ thistimehisrighteousness that he might bejust, and thejustifier

of him which believeth in Jesus.

Christianswill never understand righteousnessurntil they understand the Cross wherethe blood d
the everlasting covenant was sed, orcefor everyone. Hebrews 10:10 says, “ By the which will we
are sanctified through theoffering of thebody of JesusChrist oncefor all.” Sanctified,includes
“made haly, and acceptable by God.”
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It is nat by what we did, bu by what Jesus did for us on the Crossof Calvary. Until we
understand the Cross Satan will have an advantage over us. It’s by the preading of the Crossthat
we are set free of all the works of the devil. The Apaostle Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 2:2, “I
determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.”

Sin has always been Satan’ s gredest wegponagainst Christians. There aethase who strive
onthe treeof knowledge of goodand evil. The “knowledge of good’ is used to exalt oneself, and
clam their righteousness based uponhow good they are. The "knowledge of evil” is used to
condemn athers and justify themselves. Either of these are not acceptable to God. They are works
of unrighteousnessfor they do nd reaognize the Crossof Jesus Christ, and the shedding of His
blood.

How many Christians have reagnized theimportance God hes placed uponthe shedding of
blood? How many have recognized the importance of the blood d Jesus Christ?

If we study the Old Testament, and seach hov many times the blood is mentioned, then
consider how much bloodwas dhed for the forgivenessof sinsit isastoundng. If al the bloodthat
was shed by animals and fowl in the Old Testament was emptied into orelake or seg it could be &
large as the Seaof Gdlil ee in the Holy Land. Every yea, from Moses on, Hoodwas sed for the
forgivenessof sins. For abou one thousand five hunded yea's from Moses to Jesus, the blood d
goatsand bulsandcdveswas $ed, every yea (Heb. 912). On the night of the Passover therewere
six-hunded-thousand men plus children in Egypt, who olserved the Pasover. Therewasonelamb
or male goat for every househald kill ed that night. The nation d Israd continued to increase in
number, and every yea there was the shedding of bloodfor their sins.

Yet, it was not the blood d animals or fowl that God desired, it was the blood of Jesus
Christ. The animas’ andfowls bloodwas only ashadow of that which wasto come, which was, the
shedding of the blood d Jesus Christ for the sins of the whde world (1 John 22). It was the blood
of the everlasting covenant that God cesired to set His peoplefree...

Look at the importance of the blood d Jesus Christ. In al four gospels, the aucifixionis
mentioned, and given in detail. The importance of the blood is mentioned over and owr in the
epistles. Hebrews, Chapters Nine and Ten, makesit clea, thereis*® no other sacrifice’ for thesins
of mankind. The blood d Jesus Christ isthe total payment for the sins of the whole world.

With the price drealy paid, we must lean the importanceof the blood.We must learn how
to apply the bloodto ou livesthat Satan has no advantage over us.

Forgivenessof sinsis one of the greaest of God s blessngs uponHis children. Jesus said
in Luke 24:47,“that repentanceand remisson of sins dould be preached in hisname among
all nations, beginning a Jerusalem.” Repentance andforgivenessof sins, isGod splan, anditis
based uponthe finished work of Jesus Christ onthe Crossof Calvay.

I’ simportant to nadicein Revelation 1211, it says, “ And they overcamehim by theblood
of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the
death.” We can awaysovercomethedevil “by theblood of theLamb.” Theblood d Jesus Christ
isvery important in the lives of al Christians.

“Thelifeof thefleshisin theblood...” (Lev. 17:11). The shedding of the bloodsignifies
the deah o the flesh. Jesus, gave His “life of the flesh” onthe Crossfor us, that we can live and
nat die. Hislifewasgiven, for us. He paid the pricefor our freedom from all the works of the devil;
sickness disease, sin, andiniquity. When Satan attadks us in any of these aeas, we have the blood
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of Jesusto overcomethe atadks of the devil. He gave His bloodfor the forgivenessof our sins and
iniquities, and His body for the heding of our bodes.

When we believein the finished work of Jesus Christ onthe Crossof Calvary, by thewords
of our confesson, Satan is defeaed, and we overcome him and al his demons. We overcome “by
theblood of the Lamb, and by theword of [our] testimony...”

In our daily lives, we overcome the devil by the blood d Jesus Christ. In 1John 17 it says,
“if wewalk inthelight, asheisin thelight, wehavefell owship onewith another, and theblood
of JesusChrist hisSon cleanseth usfrom all sin.” Theblood d Jesus Christ isvery important for
every Christian. We walk by faith in the Word of God that dedares that the blood d Jesus Christ
cleansesusfrom all sin.
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MORE ASSJURANCE

There is even more aswurance That is, when you experience God working in your life,
personaly. GodisaFather to al Hischildren. Godislove, andlovesall of Hischildren. Aswe get
to know God by His Word and His Spirit, we have trust and confidencein God beyondthat of the
world.

God will show Himself strong among those who love Him. There ae multitudes of
testimonies of thase who the LORD did thingsin their lives which man could na do. The LORD
does these things smply, becaise He loves us and wants us to experienceHislove in ou lives.

Shortly after | receved Jesus as my LORD and Savior, | experienced a wonderful
supernatural manifestation d the power of Godinmy life. | had just receved the LORD into my life
on a Thursday evening. The following Sunday, in the &ternoon,| was stting on my davenpart,
watching television. | just wanted to relax for awhile dter finishing the noonmesd.

As | sat onthe davenpat, all of asudden | foundmyself standing in the douds abowve the
eath. | looked dovn onthe eath below and saw all the property | owned. | saw people in the
Olympics, diving from a high tower into a pod below, simply to recave ameta for ther
acomplishments. Asl looked upfrom the doud! was ganding on, | saw abright light shining down
from abowe. | head avoicesay to me, “all of thiswill passaway, the only thing that will matter is
your relationship to Me.” That voicel head, | was sure it was the LORD spe&king to me.

After | head thevoice | was suddenly bad in my body onthe davenpart in my living room.
This experiencetook sometime. For, while | was upin the douds, my yourngest son came into the
house and asked for the keys to my vehicle, to get my tods to fix hisbicycle. He told me, he first
cameinto ask mefor thekeys, bu he could na awake me. So, knaving | would nad mind im using
the tods in my vehicle, he took the keys out of my pocket. Then he went and got the toadls. When
he came badk into the house to give me the keys bad, he said, he still could na awake me. So, he
put the keys badk into my pocket and went out to work on his bicycle. After | came bad into my
body, | saw my two sonsworking ontheir bicycles and | wondered, hav did they get the todls out
of my vehicle? After asking them, that iswhen my youngest sontold me, he ould na awake meto
ask me for the keys, and later, he could na awake me to tell me he had the todls.

Godis goodto His children, and He does many things to give us assurance that He is our
Father and He caesabou usand ou relationship to Him. That instancehappened in 1979 Another
experience happened in 2003.

On August 19, 2003jt wasabou 7:00PM and| was abou to go to bed. Thetemperaturein
the house was abou 85 degrees and ouside it was abou 79 degrees. So | had two fans running in
the windows, blowing codler air into the house. | was ready to go to bed. | only had my house @at
onwhen | thought | best not go to bed yet, but rather lay in the livingroom for awhil e, then shut the
fans off before going to bed.

| laid dowvn onthe davenport for abou a half-hou and fell asleg. While slegoing | felt
someone grab my foat. | jumped andsaid, Hey! | looked, and keside the davenpat, by my fed stood
two angelsdressed in US Army combat uniforms. They did na have any wegons, and orly asmall
dresscep ontheir head. They stood rea my fed looking at me (abou four fed from my facg. There
was nofea, andthey did na lookasthough they intended to doanything but lookat me. They stood
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there like two people waiting for someone to take their picture.

| looked them over very carefully, from the combat boasupto thetop d their heads. They
did na have any identification onthem, norank, no rame tag, nore-whatsoever. They were both
abou 5fed 8inchestall andweighed abou 180 pound. They both were of white complexion.One
had blond Hair the other one had bladk hair. They were dean shaven, nomustade, no kead. Their
uniforms had a perfed press asif it had just come from adry-cleaners. Then | was garing in their
facesto seeif | might know whothey were, | did nd reaognize ather one & meone | knew. They
never said aword to me and | did nad try to spek to them. After afew seaonds of me looking at
them and them looking at me they disappeaed.

| did na have any fea, nocoldnesslikeif it were demons, noidea aall that they werethere
to cause me any harm, whatsoever. | had “total peace” # thetime. After they disappeaed | got up
andlooked aroundthe house to seeif there was anything | could seethat they would have gopeaed
to warn me aou, like agas le& or unlocked doa, or something. | did na find anything wrong
anywhere. At the time, all | could figure out was they just wanted me to know they were there
proteding me from any danger.

Praise God, it is exciting to know the LORD loves us D, that He will even send “spedal
forces’ to usif we nead them. Now, it’salso exciting to knaw, the LORD does not just send angels
to thase who are someone grea in the body of Christ, but even to someone li ke myself; the least of
al the brethren.

God knows how to encourage us, andlet usknow Heisinterested in every areaof our lives.
God wants to med our every need, acording to His Word.

In 1981 ,just after | recaved the Holy Spirit with the evidenceof spegking intongues, | was
in neaed o finances. | was in the television repair business and it was the last week in May. On
Tuesday, the day following Memorial Day, | was watching television at noon. There was an
evangelist on, telling abou a situation where he needed ore hundred thousand ddlars to finish a
projed.

All of asudden from my spirit | head“send ___onehunded ddlars’! It wasn't anaudible
voice bu it wasthe same asif it was. | knew | neaded abou threethousand ddl ars by the fifteenth
of June and ddn't have anywherenea that amount. | said,“LORD, | don't haveonehunded ddlars
to spare.”

The next day, abou noon,from my spirit canethese samewords, “send _ orhunded
ddlars’! | said, “LORD, | dorit have one hunded ddlarsto send, | need threethousand ddl ars by
thefifteenth of June, if | hadit, You knowv | would sendit.” After | said that, | beganto chedk al the
money | had. | totaled everything up; my home money, my personal chedking acourt, my shop
cheding acourt, and my shopcash. | had abou six hunded ddlarstotal.

Again, on Thursday abou noon from my spirit came these same words, “send _~ oe
hunded ddlars’! Thistimel answered, “LORD, I’ [l sendthemoney, but Y ouwill havetotake cae
of thethreethousand ddlars| need by the fifteenth of June.” | wrote out the chedk and went to the
corner mail box and mail ed it. When | was entering the doar to the shopthe telephore was ringing.
| got one phore cdl after another for servicework.

| started working long hous every day, trying to get al the jobs dore on time. By the
fifteenth of June | had over threethousand ddl ars. By thefirst of July | had another one thousand
ddlars, and by the end d July | tookin abou five thousand ddlars more than any yea previous
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during those threemonths.

God knows when we have aneed, and He wants to suppy al our neals. God will do
everything He can, acording to His Word to help those who are His chil dren.

There are so many things God wants to doin ou lives, if wewill | et Him and believe His
Word. Sometimes, God wants to use usto help athers. When we pray for others, believing in ou
heat, God answers our prayers.

One day awoman came to us, she had a stiff leg for about four yeas, and a times she had
paininthat leg. After spending some timein the Word of God with her, | said to her, “before you
leave | will pray for your leg.” First, | explained to her, hov simple it was for God to hed her leg.
Then | prayed for her leg. Before sheleft, | instructed her how to resist the devil, andtake authority
over any signs of stiffnessor pain. Andthat she shoud thank and praisethe LORD for her heding.

As de left, she still had a stiff leg, and pain. But, she walked ou resisting the devil and
thanking Jesus, for by His gripes $e was heded.

The next morning, she cdl ed and |eft amessage on my answering madine, telling me that
all the pain and stiffnesswas gone. A morth later, she told me again, al the pain and stiffnesswas
gone the morning after | prayed for her and it has never returned, she was completely fred Godis
so good,and His love never ends. His Word istrue, and what He says, He will do for anyone who
believes.

Sometimes, God daesthingsin ou lives withou our even knowing what He is doing until
it isdore. Other times, the Holy Spirit leads us, so we can benefit from what the LORD has alrealy
dorefor us.

There was atimethat | had a growth onmy finger. It was there and growing for abou two
weeks. Oneday, | was praying in the Spirit whil e driving down the road, and ou of my spirit came
these words, “ Why dorit you curse the roots on that growth andcommandit to de andfall off” ?
| immediately cursed therootsin Jesus’ name andcommanded them to de andthegrowth tofall off.

It seamed asthough nahing happened when | prayed. The growth was gill there. | couldn’'t
seeany change. For weeks | continued to change the band-aid | had been puiting onit to proted it.
Onething | noticed after aweek or so, wasthat it didn't get any larger. It stayed abou the same size.

Abou amornth later, as| was changing the band-aid, the growth fell off. It came off with the
band-aid when | removed it to pu onanew one. Thewords | spoke that day whil e driving down the
road caused the growth to die. It didfall off after dbout amonth. There was not even amark where
it had been. Praise the LORD, that | was baptized in the Holy Spirit and able to spe&k in tongues. If
| had na been praying in the Spirit | may not have receved heding from that growth.

Ancther time, my older brother livedin California, and| had sent him one of my books*Y ou
Can Be Heded.” After reading the book e called me dou midnight my time. He said, “Merle, |
read your bookand| believeit, would you pray for methat | stop smoking cigarets?’ | was gill half
asleg, when | prayed for him. After | prayed, | hung up the telephore and went bad to sleep.

Months|ater, | talked to hm and asked him, what happened the day | prayed for youto stop
smoking?Hesaid, ddn't | tell you,whenyou prayedit waslikewarm oil wasbeing poured over me,
and | haven’'t smoked a dgaret sincethat day. Praise the LORD, He answers prayer whenever we
pray, believing in the Word of God!

Thereis no endto what God will doin the lives of those who are His children through the
new birth. Hisloveis never ending, and He caes abou us al the time. The more time we spendin
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HisWord and prayer, the greaer manifestations we will seein ou lives.

Therewasatimewhen | had gotten upealy in the morning. | wasbaking a c&ein theoven.
The temperature in the oven was 450 degrees. When | opened the oven doa, it didn't open al the
way, it was at an angle. | placed the holders onthe alge of the c&e pan andreaded in to pul the
pan ou of the oven. When | took hdd of the pan, my left hand missed the holder and | burned the
palm of my hand onthe edge of the c&e pan. Immediately, | said, “ Thank Y ou, Jesus for heding
my hand.” | continued to dowhat | wasdoing. Y oucould smell the burned flesh, therewas pain, bu
| kept doing what | was doing and thanking the LORD for heding my hand. That happened abou
five o' clock in the morning. By noonthat day, there wasn’'t even amark onmy hand where it had
been burned. Only the LORD can hed aburn likethat in that short of time. Praisethe LORD for His
Word.

Therewasatimewhen asister inthe LORD got into an automobil e accdent andtheleft side
of her facewasall cut up by flying gass | met her in the haspital just after she cane down from the
emergency room. When the doctor came in with the x-rays he examined her facevery closely. He
then said to her, “There ae no lroken bores, but thereis alot of damage. Part of your eye-lash is
missng, and part of your eye-brow is missng. Thereisno daceonyour body where | can get eye-
brows or eye-lashesfrom at thistime. All | can dois saw you upand after it isheded somewhat we
can send you to ancther hospital abou 100 miles away and they will be ale to graft in some eye-
lashes and eye-brows.”

After thedoctor left theroom she said to me, “We aenot going to accept that arewe?’ | said
“No, let'spray!” | beganto pray inthe Spirit (unknown tongues). | must have prayed (in an unknown
tongue) at least five minutes or more when she said to me, “Isthat all youare going to doispray in
the Spirit?’ | said to her, “Let the Holy Spirit do what He wantsto do; and | continued to pray in
the Spirit (unknown tongues).

After praying in the Spirit for quite some time, words began to come out of my mouth in
English. | began to say, “In the name of Jesus| command the gye-lashesto be there. In the name of
Jesus | command the eye-brows to be there. In the name of Jesus | command the tea glandsto be
whole andworking. In the name of Jesus| commandthe e/e musclesto beworking properly. Inthe
name of Jesus | command 20- 20 visionin her eyes.” Then, unexpedantly these words came out
of my mouth “ And she will be in church on Sundg” When | head myself say that, my mind
stopped my spirit from praying. | could na believe in my mind that she would be in Church on
Sunadgy. It was abou 6:00 PM on Friday at that time.

Foll owing the prayer, they took her up to surgery. Abou 11:00 PM the doctor came to me
andsaid,“Praisethe LORD! The g/e-browsandeye-lasheswere dl there. Thetea glandswerefine.
Everything was there, al | had to dowas sw her up.”

When we pray “all supplicationsand prayer in the Spirit” we authorize the Holy Spirit
to dothewill of Godin ead situationwe pray for. The Holy Spirit knowswhat to doand hav to do
it. All Heneadsisour cooperation. When we begin to pray in (unknown) tongues our spirit doesthe
praying, and the Holy Spirit helps us (Rom. 8:26,27). Sometimes, while praying in (unknown)
tongues the Holy Spirit can switch us over to aministry gift of (diverse kinds of) tongues, such as
intercesson, spiritual warfare, etc., whil e speaking in tongues. He will give us the words to spek
in tongues, or in English.

Christians shoud understand, if they do nd receve the baptism in the Holy Spirit with the
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evidence of spe&king in tongues, then the Holy Spirit canna use them in this manner. The Holy
Spirit needs Christianswho are baptized in the Holy Spirit to doHiswill i n situationslike this one.

Abou two yeas after | was born again, | was writing my first book.At that time my ol dest
daughter was in an auto acadent. Her left arm was all banged up.A largeiron cover hit the side of
her car and her left arm. They cdled me from the hospital. They told me she was there and wanted
me to come down to the hospital.

After getting off the telephore the LORD spoke to me from inside and said, "You better go
downthere." | looked at my watch; it was 6:30 PM. | didn't go right away. Abou 15 minutes later
the LORD said, "You better gotherenow!" | said, "Ok," and | prayed with my boys andleft. On the
way down the LORD said, "When you ¢et there she will be cming ou and| warnt to heal her."
When | got there she was just coming out with her arm in a sling paded in ice and a lot of
medicaionin her hand.Her boy-friendwaswith her. There wasno daceto park my car, so | asked
her if she would come over to my placefor awhile. She said shewould and| left for home. When
she got to my house her boy-friend was with her. We talked for a few minutes. Her arm was not
broken, but all the muscles and tendors were in bad shape. The doctor said it would be two weeks
or more before she muld use her left handandarm. Shewasto go badk the next day for a chedk-up.

| asked her boy-friendto go up-stairsand send davn my oldest son, then wait up-stairs urtil
we comeup.Hedid,andmy oldest soncamedown. | didnt want anyone aoundwho dd na believe
that Jesus would hed her arm right at the very moment that | prayed.

| said to her, "The LORD wantsto hed youNOW, right here, isthat Ok withyou?' Shesaid,
"Sure."

| knew shewasn't living for the LORD at thetimeso | asked her, "First, would you pray with
methat the LORD would recaveyou?' Shesaid sure, so | prayed with her first andshe acceted the
LORD! Then I laid my hands on her and commanded heding in the name of Jesus. The LORD
heded her arm 100% that very moment when | prayed.

| knew within myself that shewas heded so | asked her, "Did youfed anything?' She said,
"It fedskindafunny." | said, "Take your arm out of the sling and kend it up." Shedid. Then | said,
"Now straightenit out,” andshedid. Then | said, "Now bendit al theway to theright,” andshedid.
Then | said, "Now bendit al the way to the left" and as $1e did a smile cane on her faceand she
said, "Dad, it doesn't even hut." | said, "I know, the LORD just heded it for you!" Her facelit up,
shewas 2 happy, we just praised the LORD for heding her.

She went right badk to work the very next day. She never lost aday of work. She was akey
purch operator and reeded the use of her left hand. By the love of God, He heded her.

Because we ae diildren of God, and God is our Father, He watches over us in away that
man canncot. There ae many timesin ou lives when things happen, o which we have no control
over. Yet, Godloves us and takes care of uslike afather takes care of hislittl e diildren.

In January of 1999, while driving to lowa, it was raining with some snow flurries. On
Interstate Highway 80, just west of the Quad Cities: | wasfoll owing asemi-trail er in theleft lane &
it was passng another semi-trail er. | was abou 50 yards behind the semi in front of me, when all of
asudden ashed of shed-rock was picked up ly thewindand came swinging aroundthe bad of the
semi-trail er from the left side. It seans, that the shed rock had been lying onthe roadside for some
time, for it was aking wet. This ded of shed-rock turned onedge (four fed high and eight fee
long). It cameright in front of melike awall.
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| did na put onthe brakes. | did nd turn oreway or the other. | didn't even let up onthe gas.
My vehicle hit the shed of shed-rock right in the center and smashed it into pieces. Every bit of the
shed rock went down uncder my vehicle. Not one part came up ower the hood.As | looked into my
rea-view mirror | saw pieces of shed-rock flying to the left and to the right, and the center part
tumbling down the road diredly behind my vehicle.

Was it the devil trying to cause damage to my vehicle, or even trying to cause harm to my
wife and1? We dont know. Was it the angels who forced the shed-rock under my vehicle, that no
part hit the windshield, and no dmage to my vehicle? We dorit know. But one thing we do knaw,
the LORD andthe angels are watching over usto keep usfrom harm and danger. Praise the LORD!
God loves His children and is kegping us from harm and danger everyday of our lives.

There was atime when | broke my toe on a Saturday afternoonin a downtown apartment
bulding. | wasonatelevisionservice cdl . | wasleaving the goartment buil ding, carrying the dhasss
of atelevisonset inmy arms. It was nat easy to seewhere | waswalking. As| was going through the
doa, | stubbed my foot ona cncrete block in the doaway. | felt a sharp painin my toe, | knew |
had brokenit. | drove home, took df my shoe and saw the swelli ng, the black and Hue @loring of
my foat. | felt the pain. When this happened, my mind kegan to recave thoughts from the devil . |
knew it was broken. | had experienced a broken borein my body yeas ago. The pain of a broken
boreisdifferent than that of asprain or torn ligament.

The thought came to me, “I had better go to the haspital and get it x-rayed, to be sure the
borewasintheright place” The secondthought that went through my head was, “When | do that
the doctor will cut out the front of my shoe and pu abandage onmy toe, and | will go aroundlike
that for abou six weeks.” Then the Spirit of Godrose upwithin me andsaid, “ You dorit haveto do
that, by His gripesyou ae healed, He bore your sicknessandinfirmities, tell the deul to take a
jump.” Immediately | said, “Devil get out, | don't nead this and you can't put this on me, by His
stripes| am heded.” “ Jesus, Himself took my infirmities and bae my sickness so you can go take
ajump. Thank You, Jesus.”

All thistime | was alonein the house. | spoke words out-loudto the devil and | confessed
before Godmy heding. Then| tookashower, dressed up,andwent out for lunch. Thethought again
came to me to go to the hospital and have a x-ray, bu then | said within myself, “Why shoud |
spend God's money for something | didn't need. Gods Word istrue and | am heded.”

That day my foot was very sore but | kept ongoing. The person| went to lunch with said to
me, “Merle, you shoud have stayed hame, and nd be walking around onthat foot.” | just said,
“Don't worry abou it, it's Ok.”

The next day the sorenessleft. It was Sunday and | went to Church. On Monday evening |
showed my foot to thase & my house who were there for a share groupmeding. All we could see
was orered spot and ablue stripe mark where the bresk had been. Praisethe Lord for HisWord! By
Tuesday all was badk to namal, nored spat, no bue stripe.

On Friday, | showed my foat to a nurse friend d mine. | told her what had happened the
Saturday before and hav thefoot camebad to namal inthreedays. Shesaid, “1t had to be God, for
in the natural it would take ten days to two weeks before the bladk and due would be gore.”

There aretimeswhen Godwantsto use usto help ahers. A Christian friend d mine picked
upancther friend d hisand myself to go to amesding. At themeding the power of Godwasworking
mightily. Many peopleweregoing out in the Spirit asawoman laid her handsuponthem. Doultless
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many things were happening in their lives because of the anainting.

When weleft themedingto go hame, | wasridinginthebad sea and hsfriendwasinfront
of me. Hisfriendsaid, "l shoudd havehadthat womanlay handsuponme.” My friendsaid to him,
"Merlecould pray for you." | said to hisfriend,"What'sthe problemthat you reed prayer for?" He
said, "l havea pan in the back of my neck™ and he went on raming many other parts of his body
where he was experiencing pain or discomfort.

Aswerode badk to my house, | just continued to pray in the Spirit. While | was prayingin
the Spirit, in my mind (withou spe&ing aword in English ou loud), | started saying to the LORD;
"LORD, heal hisneck takethe pain away, LORD, heal his sde, LORD heal his back, LORD, heal
thisandLORD heal that..." | just spoketo the LORD in my mind, rever saying aword ou loudin
English. Yet, | never stopped praying in the Spirit all the time | was talking to the LORD in my
mind.

| had learned something awhil e bad. Since God knavs every thought, then | shoud be ale
totalk to Godin my mind (1 Cor. 3:20). So, al | did wastalk to the LORD in my mindwhile | was
praying in tongues.

My friend told me later that when | got out of his car by my house, his friend said to him
something likethis, "I see yu lrough your armor bearer alongwith youtonight!" After my friend
answered him, he said, "That man can ride behind me anytime he wants to. All the time he was
prayingin the Sgrit back there, | could fed the LORD healing my body."

Christianswho do nd have the baptism in the Holy Spirit arelimiti ng God from using them
in situations likethis. If wewant Godto work in our livesto help us, we dso must be willi ng to let
God wse usto help athers.

There was atime when | was traveling back and forth between Milwaukee Wisconsin and
Tulsa Oklahoma quite often. Thiswould take @ou fourteen housto go oreway. Whiledriving |
would usually pull over into aWayside and rest for ashort time, two or threetimes ead trip. | got
useto pulinginto aWayside andsaying, “Holy Spirit, wake mewhenit’stimetogo.” Then | would
lay badk onthesea andfall asleq. It seamed that | usually slept abou twenty-minutes, then | would
wake up, and dive again for abou four to six hous.

| had traveled that route many times and every timeit seemed it was abou twenty-minutes
and| would awake. But onetimel left Tulsalatein the evening and dove asfar as Joplin Missouri.
| puled into aWaysideto rest for abou twenty-minutes, | thought! When | laid badk onmy sed, |
said, “Holy Spirit, wake mewhen it’stimeto go.” An hou later | awoke andlooked at the dock, in
surprise | said, “Holy Spirit, what happened, it’san hou?”’

| drove badk onthe highway and lessthan a mile down the road the traffic was gopped. All
| could see dead of mewas carsandtrucks sopped andwaiti ng. | got out of my vehicle andwalked
over to atruck, where the driver seemed to have aCB radio. | asked him, “What’ s happening?’ He
told me that a semi-trail er was jadk-knifed in the road just before an off ramp. He said it happened
just over an hou ago. The traffic was at astand-till for abou an hou. Then he said, they are just
starting to move up ahead, so get realy to go!

Why did the Holy Spirit et me slegp an hou instead of twenty-minutes? He knew what was
happening onthe highway, and so He let me slegp whil e othersjust sat onthe highway, waiting for
theroad to be deared. The Holy Spirit knows what’ s happening ahead, and knavs how to work all
things together for our good (Rom. 8:28).
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That same night, | drove until | was just south of St. Louis Misouri, and puled into a
wayside to rest. Again, | said, “Holy Spirit, wake me when it’stimeto go.” | laid badk onmy seda
andwent to deep. It was again, abou an hou before | awoke. | looked at the dock and said, “Holy
Spirit, what happened, it’s abou an hou!”

| drove badk onthe highway and orly a short time later, the sun was garting to come up.
Daylight was bre&ing in the east, and ahead of me | saw awhite figure dong the side of the road.
At first, | couldn’'t make out what it was, only that it waswhite. As| got closer | saw it wasanurse,
dressed in awhite uniform. Shewaswaving at meto stop. | pulled ower to stop, and she opened the
doa onmy vehicleto get in. As dhegot in, she said, “Praise the LORD, you're aChristian”! Now,
| didn't have anything onmy vehicleto indicaethat | wasaChristian. Y et, that isthefirst thing she
said. Then she said to me, “Could you give me aride to the hospital a few miles away?’ | asked
abou her car, what had happened? She said, “Don't worry abou the ca, my husbandwill come and
get it, bu | have to be & the hospital by 6:00 A.M.” On the way to the hospital she told me, she
prayed that the LORD would send a Christian to give her aride to the hospital, that’s why she was
so excited to seeme, when | stopped to give her aride.

All the way to the hospital we had agred time talking abou what the LORD wasdoing in
our lives. | felt blessed to be aleto help her, and | was blessed, just talking to her abou what the
LORD was daing.

Had | nat slept abou an hou at the Wayside, | would have passed her before her car stopped
running. The Holy Spirit knew what was happening with her car, and He knew He could kegp me
at the Wayside, so | would be right where He needed meto help this sister in the LORD when she
neeled help.

The Holy Spirit is the One who works al things together for our good.In Romans 8:26,27
it talks about the Holy Spirit working in ou lives, dang things we canna do. Then verse 28 says,
“And weknow that all thingswork together for goad to them that love God, to them who are
the called according to his purpose.” It's smpleto pu two and two together, and seewhat the
Holy Spirit isdoing in ou livesto use usto help athers when they need help. If we want the Holy
Spirit to help us when we need help, we must be willi ng to let the Holy Spirit use usto help athers
also.
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ASK GOD

When we seach the Scriptures concerning asking, wewill findthey leantoward asking God,
the LORD, or the Father. Thereisvery littl e said in the Scriptures abou asking ancther Christian for
anything other than to pray with them. God is trying to emphasize “ask God,’ rather than asking
man.

InJohn 1413, Jesus sid, “ And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will | do, that
the Father may beglorified in the Son.” | believe Godis more ale to supdy al our needs than
man. God hesthe aility and paver to dowhatsoever we ask acording to HisWord. Hisarm isnat
short, so to speak. He wants us to ask. He tell s us that in His Word.

In Matthew 7:7, Jesus said, “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find;
knock, and it shall beopened unto you.” Heistakingabou asking God, nd asking someone dse.
Inverse8, Jesus said, “ For every onethat asketh receveth; and hethat seeketh findeth; and to
him that knocketh it shall be opened.”

In Matthew 21:22, Jesus said, “all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing,
ye shall recave.” Again, Jesus is talking abou asking God in prayer, and He made apaositive
statement, saying, “ask in prayer, believing, ye shall recave.” In Mark 11:24, Jesus sid,
“Therefore | say unto you, What things Sever yedesire, when ye pray, believethat ye recave
them, and ye shall have them.” Here Jesus is pointing out that we shoud first believe, then we
shall recave. Thisismost likely the downfall of many who dona receve. They don't believe they
have dready recaved before they seethe evidence

In John 157, Jesus sid, “If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask
what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.” Here, Jesus added, “abiding in Him and in His
Words.” If we do that, then Jesus said, “y e shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto
you.” Y et, Heistalking abou asking God, nd asking others. In verse 16, Jesus added, “ whatsoever
yeshall ask of theFatherin my name, hemay gveit you.” Inthisverse, He spedficdlyistaking
abou asking the Father, in Hisname. In John 1623,24 Jesusis also talking abou asking the Father.
Hesaid,

And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, | say unto you, Whatsoever ye

shall ask the Father in my name, hewill giveit you.

Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receve, that your joy

may be full.

In James 1:5-8 it tells us,

If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to al men liberally, and

upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.

But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth islike a wave of the

sea driven with thewind and tossed.

For let not that man think that he shall recave any thing of the Lord.

A double minded man isunstablein all hisways.

It's important when we &k, we do nd become doulde minded--letting doult or unbelief enter in.
Godiswell ableto give uswhatsoever we &k, if wedo nd waver... Y et, Jamesaso said, “y e have
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not, becauseyeask not” (James4:2). Thisistrue of most Christians, they go withou becaise they
do nd “ask God” when they have aneead. Some have used this verse wrongly by asking othersin
the body of Christ, andthen become discouraged becausethey didn't recave. Thereisnoindicaion
that thisverseistalking abou asking anyone other than Godthe Father, the Son, a the Holy Spirit.

But James did na stop with that statement. He went onto say, “ Ye ask, and receve not,
becauseyeask amiss that yemay consumeit upon your lusts’ (James4:3). Godislove andwill
nat give you something that is not goodfor you. God will never lead youinto temptation, a tempt
youwith evil. God will not help you serve the devil or the lusts of the eyes, or of the flesh. Godis
for you, nd against you (Rom. 8:31). Thosethingsthat will hinder your fell owship andrelationship
with God are not goodfor you. A Father that loves you will never help you destroy yourself...

On aFriday in 2004 my foot started to get sore between two toes. By Saturday morning, it
started to swelli ng and got so sore it was hard to walk onit.

Abou that time the thought came to me that maybe | shoud go to a drug store and get
something to pu onit to relieve the pain and help with heding. Thisiswhat | used to do leforel
learned that Jesus bore my sicknesses and dseases. Just as the thought cameto my mind, | said ou
loud,” Satan, youcanna put thisonme, by Jesus’ stripes| am heded. Thank Y ou, Jesusfor heding
me, Amen.” Eventhough it wasvery sore, | dedded | wasgoing to walk onit, becaise| washeded,
by Jesus’ stripes. | left my house andwalked abou two bocksaway. Asl waswalking, the pain | eft;
athouwgh some of the sorenesswas 4ill there.

On Sunday morning therewas dill someindications of the sore, but no pain o soreness By
Tuesday morning therewasnot even amark wherethe sorehad been. We @uld say that, withinthree
days from thetime | prayed, there was no mark or indicaionthat | ever had a sore onmy foct.

Christians can learn from these experiences of heding. Heding from the LORD, ac®rding
to His Word is like insurance is to the world. Many people of the world have insurance When
something happens they can cdl the insurance ompany and report their loss The insurance
company will then investigate and pay the damages, if it iscovered by their pdlicy. Yet, if aperson
in the world has insurance, bu does not report their loss the insurance @mpany will not pay the
damages.

Christians have the Word of God, that entitl es them to recave heding whenever they are
attacked by the enemy. But if they do nd use the Word of God against the enemy, they usually do
not recave their heding. Therefore, the Word of God will not benefit them. The Word of God
works, but we must dowhat it tellsusto doto benefit from it.

When we neead something from God, and it is promised to us in His Word, we first must
ASK, thenwewill receve. Theword“ASK,” hastwo meanings; oneis, “make arequest based upon
apromise.” Theother meaningis, “to make ademand based uponsomething that isrightfully ours.”
Heding is rightfully ours; therefore we can make a demand that Satan remove dl symptoms and
evidence of any sicknessor disease, for “by Jesus stripeswe are healed” (Isa. 535, Matt. 817,
1 Peter 2:24).

InMatthew 18:3, Jesus said, “ Verily | say unto you, Except yebe mnverted, and become
aslittle children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.” What Jesuswas sying is that
we shoud cometo Godtheway littl e chil dren cometo their father. Therefore, when alittl e diildren
come to their father, they come, based upontwo things.

1). They know their father is able and willi ng to dowhatsoever they asksaslong asit isnot
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something their father would na want to do.

We know from the Word of God, thaose things God wants to doand can do.

2). They ask, because they know their father will li sten and give them what they ask for; not

based uponwhat they can do, b based uponthe fad that they are his children.
In 1John 514,15it tells us,

And thisisthe mnfidencethat we havein him, that, if we ask any thing according to

hiswill, he heareth us:

And if weknow that hehear us, whatsoever weask, weknow that wehavethepetitions

that we desired of him.

Littlechil dren knaw that their father lovesthem, and Christians shoud also know that “ Godislove,”
and loves them a so.

Theimportant thing Christians $roud understandisthat Matthew 8:17 says, “ Himself took
our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses.” The word “infirmities’ does not mean sicknessor
diseases, it means“wedknesesor inabiliti es.” Inabiliti esis“a state of being unable; aladk of ability,
means, or power.”

Many Christians never ask God when they need help, thinking they have to figure it out,
using their own ability. That’s nat coming to God like alittl e dild.

There was atime when someone cdled me dou 7:00 PM one evening. She said, “Merle,
doyou knav where | can take my eledric typewriter to get it repaired while | wait?’ She said, she
neealed it repaired becaise she had to type up sometax papersthat had to be mail ed in the next day.
My answer to her was, Thereisn’t any placewhere they do that; but if she wanted it repaired she
would have to wait up and | would come out and repair it for her that evening. She told me she
would wait up for me.

Shelived abou fifty miles away, so it took over ahalf-hour to drive out to her home. Now,
| did na know anything abou repairing el edric typewriters. | knew abou eledronicsandeledricity.
But | never had worked onan eledric typewriter.

On the way driving out to her house, | prayed, “LORD, | dorit know what iswrong, and |
don't know what to dd But, LORD, You knav what iswrong and what | shoud doto repair that
typewriter. LORD, I'm asking Y our help in repairing that typewriter. | know You dorit want meto
lie, and| told her | would repair it for her. | thank Y ou, LORD for helping me!”

When | got to her house andlooked at the typewriter, | noticed there were four screws with
diff erent colored heads, whichlooked li kethey werehalding the cariageon.| remembered someone
sayingalongtime ayothat therewasastring onthe dedrictypewritersthat pull ed the cariage bad.
If that string ever came loose, we would na get it badk onwith enough tensionto pul the cariage
bad. So | knew that whatever | did, | had to be sure that string did na come locse.

| loosened thefour screwsjust enough that | could movethe cariage assmbly and saw they
were the screws | neaded to take out. After removing the cariage, | then naiced four other screws
with different color heals that seemed to be halding the cover on ower the remaining part of the
typewriter. | loosened them and the cover was loose. | took them out and removed the @ver.

After the aver was off, | thought | shoud try and seeif the motor would turn. I tried to turn
the pul ey onthemotor andit wasvery tight. | knew then, that the motor shaft wasfrozentight. | had
aong aspray can o graphitethat | used in television service So | took the belt off from the pull ey
and sprayed some graphite into the end d the motor shaft. After working onit, turning the shaft by
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hand and continuall y spraying it with graphite, the motor started to turn fredy.

| plugged the power cord in and turned the typewriter on. When | turned onthe switch for
the motor, it ran. | ungugged the dedric power cord and pu the typewriter badk together. Onceit
wasall bad together | had her try it. It worked good.She thanked me and cdl ed methe next day and
told me, she got the taxesin ontime.

The thing Christians dor't do, bu shoud dois“ASK” the LORD when they don't know
what to dd The LORD isinterested in every areaof our lives. Ask Him, or ask the Father to help,
“that your joy may befull!” (John 1624).

Therearehundeds of timesthat | have asked the LORD to help me, and He has never failed
to help. He doesn’t spe&k out loud, bu He gives me “a knowing,” what to doand hav to do
whatsoever | need to do.

God works from our spirit, na our mind. From our spirit we receve aknowing of what to
dowhen we nead to dosomething.

Don't ask the LORD, andthen listen for avoice Too dten, Christians hea voices thinking
it’sGod,andit could easily be anather spirit. God makes known to us Hisways and Hisknowledge
by awitnessin ou spirit. It'sa “knowing” inside, na avoice

Ancther time afriend cdl ed me. She had aserviceman come andlook at her clothes dryer.
It was making alot of noise when it ran. The serviceman told her she nealed a new blower motor,
and it would cost abou one-hunded ddlars. She didn't have that much money, so she cdled me.
She asked meif | would look at it for her; maybe | could fix it instead.

Atthat time, | didn't know much abou clothesdryers. | wasinthetelevisionrepair business
but not in appliancerepair. But | told her | would come over and look at it.

When | got there, | prayed, “LORD, You knav what is wrong, help me to fix it for her.
Thank You,Jesus!” First, | turned thedryer onto hea thenoiseit wasmaking. Then, as| wastaking
the badk off tolookinside & themotor, | noticed aloose screw onthe mourting of the blower motor.
| thought, maybe that’s what is making the noise. | tightened the screw, then | plugged the crd in
andturned onthedryer. It was quiet, andit ran good.All it was, was aloose screw onthe mourting
of the blower motor. When you pray andask the LORD, Helealsyouright to the problem andgives
you the knowledge to know what to do.

| domost of my own repairs onmy automobhil es. Many times, | don't know what to doin the
beginning, but | keep at it until | find the answer. Usually, praying in the Spirit will help. Onetime
| wastrying to pu adrive shaft into the transmisgon. | worked onit for the longest time and could
not get it lined upso it would go in. After quite sometime, | said, “LORD, | neal Y our help to get
thisin.” Immediately it went right in with no poblem. Sometimes, it’ sthat quick, when youask the
LORD. Other times, there ae other things that you seeyou reed to do.But, every time you ask the
LORD to help, you get the help you reed. Not always the way you think, bu youwill get the help.

Onetime| wastrying to print with asmall table-top printing press using paper plates. We
used a fourtain solution to kee the plate dean, except where the ink was to be picked up and
transferred to the blanket. The fourtain solution was a yell owish color normally.

That day, nomatter what | did, the platewould na stay clean. | tried everything | could think
of andit didn't help. Then | got my two sonsto come and pray with me. We prayed in the spirit for
guitesometime, al threeof us. Whil e praying in the spirit, | looked at the fourtain solutionand saw
it was green instead of yellow. | knew it was yell ow before we started to pray, so | said to my two
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sons, the LORD fixed the fourtain solution, it’s green, look at it!

| started upthe pressandit printed greda. That wasthe only time | ever saw green fourtain
solution. It had to be the LORD, and the changing of the @lor was enough for me to know He
answered ou prayer. He dways answers, if we pray, believing His Word.

God loves His children, and He will answer if we pray. For the most part, most Christians
donit pray and ask the LORD. They keep trying to dothings themselves, thinking they can figure it
out by themselves. The LORD knows every detail abou our lives, andiswell ableto help uswhen
we axk.

Godisawaysat work in ou lives. Phili ppians 2:13 says, “ For it isGod which worketh in
you both towill and to do o hisgoad pleasure.” Godisinterested in every areaof our lives, no
matter what it is. God pusthoughtsin ou mindsto help us, for Heknowswhat isaheal of usinthe
future, day by day.

In 19821 was making plansto moveto TulsaOklahomato attend Bible Schod for two yeas.
Indaing so, it wasnecessary for meto findaplaceto livein Tulsa, whilel wasthere dtending Bible
Schod. In late July, we made plansto go to Tulsa and look for aplaceto live.

OnaThursday morning, | thought it would bebest if | changed thethermostat onmy vehicle.
| had 2190 cegreeonein and | wanted to pu inal160 cegreeoneinsteal. Asl wastightening down
the housing badlts | head a “cradk” sound.l knew within myself | had craded the housing for the
thermostat. Right away, the thought came to me, “1 better get anew housing and pu it on kefore
leavefor Tulsa.” Theday went by, but | didn't take the timeto go and get anew thermostat housing.
The next day, the thought come to me, “1 better not forget to get a new thermostat housing and pu
it on kefore | leavefor Tulsa.” | had already made plans to leave on Saturday morning.

Late that Friday afternoon,| said to my boys, “Let’slearetoday, instead of tomorrow.” So
we got our thingstogether, hooked upthe pop-up camper andleft inthelate dternoon.| had totally
forgot abou the aaded thermostat housing.

We were nea Springfield, Illi nois and the engine over-heded. | pulled into afilli ng station
andtold the man, | needed anew thermostat housing. He said it wastoo late to get one that day, but
he could get onethefirst thinginthe morning, and pu it onfor me. He said we could set up ou pop
up camper in the bad of hisbuilding and stay all night. In the morning he would get ahousing and
put it onfor me. So, we set up the camper for the night.

Early the next morning, abou 5:00 AM, we were up. | thought, we went abou four hou's
from Milwaukeeto Springfield beforethe engine over-heaed. By that, instead of waiti ng until after
8:000r 9:00AM, | could driiveto St. Louisby 8:00 AM and get athermostat housing there. | could
put it in myself and we would be on ou way. So we left and headed for St. Louis. As| was going
aroundSt. Louis, | droveright past aFord Deder, where | could have gotten athermostat housing,
“forgetting to stop.”

Abou 30 a 40miles outh of St. Louisthe engineover-heaed again. | put inwater, thinking,
the next city | will stop and get ahousing and pu it in. We drove south urtil abou 30 miles from
Lebanon Mo. Then the engine started to hed up again. | saw an auto-repair shop just off the
Highway and turned in.

| told the medhanic | neaded anew housing for the thermostat. He took the old ore off, then
said he was going to cdl aroundand seeif he @muld find ore. | had gotten there @bou 10:30 AM.
Every hou or so | would ask him, did youfindathermostat housing yet? Hewould keep saying, no,
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but | am still cdling around.It was amost 5:00 PM when | asked him again, and he said, there ae
no partsin thisarea You'll have to wait until Monday and | will get one from Springfield, MO.
abou 100miles away.

To me, it seaned that hewas not toointerested in helping us. | wasnat too heppy with what
hetold us, | didn't have peacan my spirit, and| said to him, “Can | havetheold orebadk?’ Hesaid,
“What areyou going to dd?’ | said, “I’m nat staying here urtil Monday, I'll put it back onand start
driving.”

We pu the old thermostat housing badk onand stopped at arestaurant, where | got afive-
galon bucket full of water. | fill ed the radiator and started down the highway. We only went about
four or five miles, and it over-heded. | fill ed it again, and dove another four or five miles, and it
over-heaed. | did thisabou threeor four times, and oy went abou 15 miles.

James 4:17 says, “ Therefore to him that knoweth to do goal, and doeth it not, to him
itis sn.” | knew what to domany timesand | didn't doit. So, | stopped and prayed, “LORD, |
confessit as sn,anumber of times| knew to changethat housingand ddn't doit. Now, | need Y our
help. Thank You,LORD!” Then || fill ed uptheradiator andwedrove again dovnthe highway. That
time, we drove dou 15 miles, and the radiator never did over-hea. Somehow the LORD kept the
engine from over-heding all the way to LebanonMo.

Aswe droveinto thefirst filli ng station df the Highway, the d@tendant was coming out to
med us. It seaned alittl e unusual to me that He cane out to med us before we even got to the gas
pumps. It seans, he knew we were coming, and he cane out to med us. Hesaid, “What can | dofor
you'? 1 told him “I needed a new housing for the thermostat.” It was just 6:00 PM at the time, and
he said, “Let me seewhich ore you reed.” Helooked at the housing and said, “I’ m going to make
atelephore cdl.” Then he cane bad andsaid, “ They have one right herein town, they’re going to
wait for me to come and get it. I'll beright badk,” and he | eft.

Now, for somereason,the medanic badk 30milesfrom LebanonMO. must not have cdled
Lebanon, or he would have known they had ore right there. Sometimes, | think the LORD wants
usto goto ather Christiansfor help, whereHe can work with them in helping us. | didn't have peace
in my spirit al the time we waited from abou 10:30 AM until almost 5:00 PM, in that place where
| was told there wasn’t any partsin the aea

But, at thisfilli ng stationin Lebanon,the man got the part and pu it in. | recdl all thetime
he was working onmy vehicle, | wastalking to hiswife and daughter abou the LORD. They were
Christians, and | gave them one of my books. When he finished puting the part in, he only wanted
twenty ddlars for his labor. | realy appredated al that he did for me that day, so | gave him a
wrench | had a'so.

By 7:00 dclock he had the new thermostat housing in and we were on ou way. We got to
Tulsathat night. Praise the LORD for His help when we neeled it.

The LORD wantsto help uswhenweneed help, bu most of thetimewedo nd ask Him. By
praying, and confessng my sin, then asking the LORD to help, He worked everything out to ou
good.

If we @uld oy understand hav much the LORD wantsto help us, we @muld save ourselves
alot of time and problems. We shoud stop and “ask the LORD” when we need help and He will
help us.
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OUR GOD

In Jeremiah 3133 it was prophesied, concerning our New Covenant, which we ae under
today. It says, “ After those days, saith the LORD, | will put my law in their inward parts, and
writeit in their hearts; and will betheir God, and they shall bemy people.” Many today do nd
understand what it means by “ will betheir God.” Word studies in the Hebrew do nat explain the
meaning of “God.” Inthe Hebrew theword used for Godis“elohiym” * meaning“thesupreme God.”
That only tellsusthere ae other gods, whereas “elohiym” isthe supreme God. But, if we take this
same verse over into the Greek in the New Testament we findin Hebrews 8:10, it says, “1 will put
my lawsinto their mind, and writethemin their hearts: and | will betothem a God, and they
shall beto mea people.” Thewords“| will beto them a God,” uses the Greek word “theos’ for
God.“Theos’ means* divine; divinity; having powersgreder than that of man; operatinginthe spirit
redm.” The Hebrew and the Greek mean the same thing, bu it is much better understoodin the
Greek.

God, “Elohiym” in the Hebrew and “ Theos” in the Greek, identifies a supernatura being,
ableto dothings man canna do. What we caina do, God can do.Thereisno limit asto what God
can do.

Wemust remember, the Greek word “theos” isal so used to identify thedevil i n 2Corinthians
4:4. Thedevil isalso “theos,” divine; having powers greaer than that of man. We usuall y associate
the works of the devil as “divination” rather than dvine; for his works are usualy destructive;
against man, rather than for man. Both the devil and God are “theos,” having powers greder than
man.

The best way to understandthe powers of thedevil i sright therein 2 Corinthians 4:4, where
it says, “In whom the god of thisworld hath blinded the minds of them which believe not...”
The gredest power the devil hasisthe aility to bind the minds of people. When their minds are
blinded by the god d thisworld, they do nd understand the love of God and His desire to set them
free.. Our God, and the devil, bah have the power to put thoughts into the minds of people;
thoughts that cause people to respondand dothings, either for God a against God.

We have a ovenant with God. In Hebrews 8:10, God said, “ 1 will put my lawsinto their
mind, and writethem in their hearts...” Satan blinds the minds of thase who do nd believe, bu
God pusHislawsin ou mind, and also writes them in ou heats. Almost everything people do on
thiseath isaresult of what happensin their mind, which isapart of their soul. All throughou the
Bible, it talksabou “saving souls.” Saving asoul, means “changing the thinking of man.” Oncewe
change our thinking to agreewith God, then Satan has no paver over us.

God hasthe power to pu thoughtsin our minds, and so daesthe devil havethe power to pu
thoughts in our minds. It’supto us, which ore we will follow, God a the devil.

God puts thoughts in our minds. If we will receve them, believe them and ad uponthem,
He will be aGod urto us. He will operatein ou lives by His supernatural power, which is greaer
than that of man. God's power is even greaer than that of the devil, even though the devil has
supernatural power greaer than that of man.

Godwantsto beGODin ou lives. Hewantsusto receve Him asour Father, our LORD, our
Helper, Guide, Comforter, Teader and Lealer in everything we do. Being a God to us, means He
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makes the dedsions and we follow His dedsions.

When God wses us by His supernatural power, we may not even be avare of what God is
doing urtil we seeGod dang it. Let me give one example. | was at Bible Schod, andasister inthe
LORD cameto me between classes and said, “Merle, | had to have my car taken in for repairsthis
morning. It stopped running while | was driving to schod. They think it’s the caburetor.” Just as
she said that to me, out of my mouth came these words, “Call them right away, andtell them it' snot
the carburetor, it’sin the distributor.” 1 had noideg what | was saying until | heard myself say that.
She cdl ed the garage that was working on her car andtold them what | said. When she went to get
her car, they told her they found a broken wire in the distributor. God knaws everything, and He
loves Hischildren. Anytime God so desires, He can giveus“a word of knowledge,” or He can spek
from our spirit giving us the words to say (prophecy). Heis GOD and He iswell able to use His
childrento help ore ancther when they need help. Wedo nd awaysknow when Godisgoingto use
us, bu we can know if it’s God a anather spirit trying to use us.

God operatesin the souls of people in two ways, by thoughts “in their mindsand in their
hearts’ (Heb. 810). The heat of man isthe innermost part of the soul of man. The heat isnat the
spirit of man, even though the spirit of man also has a heat, which is the spirit’s innermost part.
Christians sioud na confuse “the heat of the soul” of man with “the heat of the spirit” of man.

Let me give an example of God puiting thowghts in our mind, so we can better understand
how God beaomes a God to His children. But first, let us ssewhat happened to Jesus’ disciplesthe
same day He aose from the dead.

In John 2019-22,thereis one acourt of what happened the evening of the same day that
Jesus arose from the dead. Luke 24:36-46 also gives us an acourt of things that happened that
evening. We need to add these two together to get an uncderstanding of what happened that evening.

In John 2019,20it says,

Then thesameday a evening, beingthefirst day of theweek, when thedoor swereshut

wherethe disciples were asembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the

midst, and saith unto them, Peacebe unto you.

And when he had so said, he shewed unto them hishandsand his sde. Then werethe

disciples glad, when they saw the Lord.

But Luke givesus moreinformation,in detail, of what happened that evening. In Luke 24:36-44 it
Says,

And asthey thus pake, Jesus himself stood in the midst of them, and saith unto them,

Peace be unto you.

But they wereterrified and affrighted, and supposed that they had seen a spirit.

And he said unto them, Why are ye troubled? and why do thoughts arise in your

hearts?

Behold my handsand my fed, that it is | myself: handle me, and see for a spirit hath

not flesh and bones, asye seeme have.

And when he had thus goken, he shewed them hishands and hisfed.

And whilethey yet believed not for joy, and wondered, hesaid untothem, Haveyehere

any meat?

And they gawe him a pieceof a broiled fish, and of an honeycomb.

And hetook it, and did eat before them.
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And he said unto them, These are the words which | spake unto you, while | was yet
with you, that all thingsmust befulfill ed, which werewritten in thelaw of Moses, and
in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me.
Up until thistime, they still had some doult concerning the resurredion d Jesus, if it redly was
Him? They wanted to believe, yet they still had some doult in their mind.

Now look what Jesus did. It saysin John 2021,22,

Then said Jesusto them agan, Peacebe unto you: asmy Father hath sent me, even so

send | you.

And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Recave yethe

Holy Ghost:

At that paint in time, these disciples were born again of the Spirit (John 3:6,7). They recaved the
Holy Spirit, that caused anew birthinthem. They werenow chil dren of God.Being children of God,
God the Father could work in their lives the same way He worked in Jesus' life hereoneath. Asa
child of God, God hes aright to dowhatsoever He desiresin ou lives.

Y et, there was one more thing necessary, oncethey were born again. Luketellsus, “ Then
opened he their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures’ (Luke 24:45). In
John6:45,Jesus said, “ It iswritten in the prophets, And they shall beall taught of God. Every
man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me.” God must
open our understanding if we aeto understand spiritual things. For spiritual thingsarenot naturally
uncderstood (1 Cor. 214).

Now for an example of God puiting thoughts in our minds. After | was born again, the
Scriptures began to open upto me, and| was amazed at the wisdom of Godin the Scriptures. | recdl
reading in 1 Samuel, Chapter Nine, when Saul was out looking for some donkeys that were |ost.
How that, for threedays, Saul thought he was looking for donkeys, while God was leading him to
Samuel to be anointed as king over Israd. Saul had noideaof what Godwasdoing in hislife. Saul
only understoodwhat he was doing.

Thisisthe samein thelives of many Christianstoday. Godisdoing thingsin their livesand
they have noideaof what He is doing. After understanding the wisdom of God and hav He leads
people to where He can use them, | had asimilar instancein my life.

| wasalready born again and baptized in the Holy Spirit. | was having teadingsin my house
with abou sevento ten people d@tending. A Christian friend d minetold me dou an evangeli st that
was having gred medings, where people were being heded o al sorts of sicknesses and dseases.
Many wereinwhedchairsfor many yeas, andwere heded completely. They nolonger needed their
whedchairs.

| was dill young in the things of the Spirit of God and got very interested in what was
happening. | was told that the evangeli st was having a meding on a Saturday evening abou three
hunded and seventy-five miles from Milwaukee | mentioned it to those & the medings at my
house. Besides myself and my two sons, there were threeothers that wanted to go to ore of thase
medings on a Saturday evening.

Six of usleft ona Saturday morning, in my van to go to ameeing that evening. We arived
inthat city abou 6:00 P.M. andthe meding started at 7:00 P.M. By the time we got there, the place
wasarealy filli ngup,andwedidn’t stopto say anything to anyone. Wejust walked in and sat down.
That evening we saw many people heded o all sorts of sicknesses, diseases, and infirmities.

29



At the dose of the meding the evangeli st annourced that he was going to be badk there on
Sunday morning if anyone wanted to come bad the next morning. Everyone with me deaded they
wanted to stay over night and come bad the next morning. So, we rented two motel rooms and all
six of us gayed ower night.

The next morning we went to the service withou telli ng anyone we were going, or letting
anyone know we werethere. Wejust walked in and sat down in abou the midd e of the auditorium.
Asfar aswe knew, no ore dse knew we were there.

At abou the midde of the service, the evangelist looked toward me and said, “There is
somebody right in here (painting toward me), you have aministry. Y oureinvolved in abusinessof
sometype aoundalot of eledronics andtubes.” He then said, “But you have aministry aso, and
you have been praying for God to open the doars for your ministry part of your life. | want to say
‘Merle.”” Pointing toward me, hesaid, “isthere anybody right in here named Merle?’ | knew within
myself hewastalking to me, so| stood upHethen said, “Brother Merle, | want youtowalk up rere.
Godisgoing to let you start your ministry by laying hands onthis man” (another personwho came
uptoreceve heding from atumor on hs gomad). Then he asked me, “Brother Merle, havel ever
talked to you kefore?’ | answered, “No, you haven’'t.” Then he asked, “ Do youwork aroundalot of
eledronicsandtubesandwiresandsoforth?’ | answered,“Yes, I'vebeeninthe Television bisiness
for 12yeas.” He asked, “Isthisyour first time here?’ | answered, “Yesit is.”

Following that, the evangelist said, “Brother Merle, God says aslong as you live, you are
going to spe&k the words of Spirit andlife. Your ministry isjust starting. Theword of wisdom, gift
of knowledge, and dscerning of spirits.”

Then he had me lay my hand uponthe stomadch of the person who came for heding of a
tumor. He dso laid his hand uponthe man. As he prayed the tumor left. The man then felt his
stomadh and the tumor was gone.

Asl walked badk to my sed (I wasabou thirty fed from the evangeli st and abou thirty fee
frommy sea), | headthe audiblevoiceof God,saying, “And ou of your hands shall flow the power
of heding as youlay them uponthe sick.”

When | got back to my sea, al of the others who were with me had head the same voice,
saying the samething. Some of them got so excited that one of them bought a @wpy of thetape of that
service | also bouwght two copies of the casette tape of that meding, just to listen to the “audible
voice” that we head as | was coming bad. But the voice was not onthe catte tape. While we
were heaing the audible voice the evangeli st was geking to ancther person. Only his voicewas
onthe caxttetape. Y et, the audible voicewasloudenough that al those whowere with me (sitting
thirty fed from where | was), head the same voice and the same words | head.

All of this happened to me, just like God lrought Saul to Samuel to be anointed. | had no
ideaof what God was going to dothat Sunday morning. | had noideathat Godwas invalved in us
going to that meding. All | knew wasthat, | had adesire to go and ahers wanted to go with me.

Godwantsto use everyonewhoisborn again, working them together asafamily. Godisour
Father and we ae His children. As afamily, we must work together for the good d all. By thiswe
seetimesin ou liveswhen God will use usto help someone dse.

Everyone who is born again in this world, is fadng the same enemy, the devil and hs
demons. Jesus sid, “In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of goad cheer; | have
overcome the world” (John 1633). The tribulations we face @e not caused by people, they are
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caused by demons working in the minds of people. God wants to use usto set others freeof these
demons working in their minds.

Whilel wasin Bible Schod, there was asister inthe LORD whowasoneyea aheal of me.
Unknown to me & thetime, she had a problem with demon spiritsworking in her mind, caused by
experiencesthroughou her childhoodthat continued oninto her adult yeas. She canetothe LORD
at ayoung age. In her grade schod days, sherefused to get invalved with ather chil dren her agewho
got involved with sex, drinking, and etc.

As aresult, she had a girl-friend, who was also ban again. The two to them went around
together much o thetime. Being that they did na foll ow thase who were nat Christians, the spirits
of thisworld kegp using people to acaise these two girls of being lesbians. This continued onfrom
grade schod, al the way through coll ege. Even though, she did date some boys, she usually broke
off her friendship with boys when they wanted to get involved in sex and dinking. Thisresistance
to sin gave the spirits of thisworld an ogportunity to affed her mind in such away as to make it
difficult for her to have goodfell owship with thaose of the oppasite sex.

| had noideathat she had this condtion. We never got involved in any way that would give
these spiritsan oppatunity to cause aproblem where shewould na trust me. | was abou fifty yeas
old and she was abou twenty-five & the time. That was an advantage for the LORD to use me,
because she cnsidered me more of afather-likeindividual in her life. She dso knew the LORD was
using meto help athers. By thiswewere &leto work together, whereas with athers of the oppasite
sex she had a problem.

| had noideashe had this problem, caused by demonic spiritsworking in her mind, that she
was na freeto fellowship with athers of the oppasite sex. But, what happened was, we would at
times get together to pray for ead athers stuations. She lived oncampus, and | lived abou five
milesfrom campus. | usuall y went to prayer at schod onMonday eveningsfrom 7:00P.M. urtil 9:00
P.M. Shehad towork inthe dternoorsandeveningsuntil 8:00P.M. One Monday evening we made
arrangementsthat | would stop over to her apartment after prayer to pray with her for finances. While
we were praying, it came from my spirit to lay my hand upon ler head and pray. As| did, ou of my
mouth came words smilar to these “L ORD, just pou out Your love upon fer, let her know and
experienceYour lovefor her.” Asl was praying, teas began to comefrom her eyes. | could seg she
needed to experiencetheloveof Godin her life. | wasconcerned that if | stayed therewith her, either
one of us would start halding ead ather, which is not uncommon when a person reeds comfort.
Therefore, | quickly told her | had to go, andleft. In myself, | knew something happened, the LORD
was doing something, bu | had noideaof what He was doing at the time.

Two days later, we met at afast-food restaurant where many of the other students mee for
lunch many times. Whil e sitti ng aacossfrom eat ather, teaswerestill coming from her eyes. | said
to her, “You reed to wipe those teasfrom your eyes, otherswill t hink | am saying something to you
that is causing youto cry.”

It was then that she told me what had happened. She told me of all the yeas that she went
through with the thoughtsin her mind that there was something wrong with her because she would
not get involved with boys in sex and dinking. And that in grade schod, high schod, and all
through coll ege this condti on continued, where they even wrote aticlesin the schod news papers
abou her and her girl-friend, saying they were lesbians.

That Monday evening, when the LORD had me lay my hand upon ler head and pray, the
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LORD set her free.. Thethoughtsthat tormented her for yeasdisappeaed. She experienced thelove
of God in away she had never experienced it in all the yeas before. The teas of joy, just kept
coming for abou threedays. Shewastotally set freeof demonic adivity in her mindthat caused her
problems for many yeas.

Until she explained what happened that evening when | prayed for her, | had noideawhat
the LORD wasdoing. | thought | went over to her apartment to pray for finances, bu the LORD had
ancther reason for me being there that evening.

Godwantsto use us, to help athers become freeof demonic spiritsthat operatein the minds
of Christians.

Christians are born again of the Word and the Spirit, and are new credures in Christ Jesus.
But, they still have the same mind, soul and bod they had before they were born again. Only the
spirit of a Christian is completely new at the time they are born again (Ezek. 36.26).

When we leave this body of flesh, to go to be with Jesus in hearen, then ou bodes and
minds will be new. In 1Corinthians 15:50-55it tell s us, we shall al be dhanged. This mortal body
of flesh shall put onimmortality. This corrupted soul shall put onincorruption. And we shall be
changed. Thetwo deahsthat resided in usfrom birth into thisworld shall be completely overcome.
Deah will haveno paver over us, it will be defeaed. Until that time, as Christians, we have anew
spirit, joined One spirit with the LORD (Ezek. 3626, 1Cor. 6:17, 2Cor. 5:17,Col. 3:3). We aeno
longer in the flesh bu in the Spirit (Rom. 8:9). Yet, while we ae still on this eath, we must
“present our bodies aliving sacrificeunto the LORD, and renew our minds’ (Rom. 121,2).
Thisisour resporsibility, bu it is not something we must do d ourselves, aone. The Holy Spirit
ishereto Help, Guide, Comfort, Tead, and Leal usin every areaof our lives.

It was the Holy Spirit working through me, by me laying my hand uponthis sster in the
LORD, and praying. The Holy Spirit helped me pray, and this sster in the LORD was st free It
wasn't something | did, it wasthe Holy Spirit using meto dowhat Hedid. That isthe purpose of the
Holy Spirit being hereoneath, dwvelli nginthasewhoareborn again and baptized in the Holy Spirit.

Godisnat asking usto doHisWork, Heisonly asking usto let the Holy Spirit work through
us, to doHiswork. It isnot necessary for usto knov what the LORD isdoing, or how He intends
to use usto dothewill of Godthe Father. It isonly for usto obey theleading of the Holy Spirit from
within us. Then let God dowhat Godwantsto do,to set Hispeoplefree.. Godis God,andHisways
and His plans for us are greder than anything we can think or do.
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WHY CHRISTIANS SUFFER

Why isit that Christians dill suffer? We know we ae born again as Jesus sid, “Ye must
beborn agan” (John 37). Weknow we havereceved the Spirit of God asit says, “Hereby know
wethat wedwell in him, and hein us, because hehath given usof hisSpirit.” (1 John 413). We
know the power of Godresideswithin us, asJesus sid, “ But yeshall receivepower, after that the
Holy Ghost iscome upon you...” (Acts 1:8). We know we ae baptized in the Holy Spirit, for we
spek intongues as Jesus sid in Mark 16:17,“1n my name shall they cast out devils; they shall
speak with new tongues.” We have dso prayed and cast out devils, and saw the sick get heded.
But, why dowe still suffer with sicknessand dsease and aher things? Doesn’t is sy in Romans
8:28,“weknow that all thingswork together for goad to them that love God, to them who are
the alled according to his purpose” ?

As Christians, we must believe God's Word! ALL OF IT! It's easy to get caught up in the
world and the things of thisworld, and seethe devil taking advantage of us. Many good Christians
have been used of Godin their lives. Then, somewhere dong the line, they find themselves onthe
losing end. They have been used of Godtremendously, in heding. Y et, they end upwith sometype
of sicknessor disease and can’t seam to recave heding themselves. Does this mean Romans 8:28
is not true? Does this mean Romans 8:28 is saying, sometimes God permits scknessand dsease
upon wsto tead us LMething?

No, no, no.TheWord o Godistrue, but we must consider the mmplete Word of God, from
Genesisthrough Revelation,if wewant what God promisesus. Theninety-first Psalm hasthe answer
for every Christianwhoisdoing what the LORD cdl ed them to do.It starts off in verse one, saying,
“Hethat dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of the
Almighty.” When Christiansare &iding“under theshadow of the Almighty,” Satan cannd touch
them! The last verse of the ninety-first Psalm says, “W ith long life will | satisfy him, and shew
him my salvation” (Psa. 91:16). Thewords*“longlife’ inthe Hebrew adually mean, “until youare
satisfied.” If aChristian is abiding under the shadow of the Almighty, he can live & long as he
wantsto, urtil heis stisfied.

Christiansshoud knav what it meansto abide “under theshadow of the Almighty.” First,
we must understand, we ae nat our own, we ae bought with a price by “the blood of Jesus
Christ” (1 Cor. 6:19,20. Christiansdon't belong making their own dedsions asto “what they will
do,when they will doit, and hav they will doit.” There ae many Christianstoday, who have been
used of God tremendously, in many of the gifts of the Spirit (1 Cor. 127-11). Yet, they are under
attack of the enemy, and canna sean to get set free Many of them have died from seriousill nesses,
sickness and dseases.

In spe&king of partaking of the body and Hdood d Jesus; 1 Corinthians 11:27-31 it says,

Wherefore whosoever shall eat thisbread, and drink thiscup of theL ord, unworthily,

shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord.

But let aman examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup.

For hethat eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself,

not discerming the Lord's body.

For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep.

For if wewould judge ourselves, we should not bejudged.
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Didyou ndice, that dying of sicknessand dsease ae atype of judgement? Did you ndice dso, that
if wewill j udge ourselves, we will not be judged by sicknessand dsease? Yet, it doesn’t say that
Godisjudging us with sicknessand dsease, bu Satan can pu sicknessand dsease upon s if we
don't judge ourselves.

If Christianswill j udge themselves, and “abide under the shadow of the Almighty,” they
can live until they are satisfied. Satan canna touch them! When Christians gart looking to athers
for money, or help, “when they shoud be looking to God,” they get off from “under the shadow
of the Almighty!” When Christians dart living by the treeof knowledge of goodand evil, they get
off from under “the shadow of the Almighty.”

Many Christians have not been abiding “ under the shadow of the Almighty.” They have
gone abou their lives, dang thingsthey say, “thereis nathing wrong with dang thesethings’! Y et
the way to “abide under the shadow of the Almighty” is made dea in the Word of God. Look
what the Apostles sid in Acts 6:2,4,

It isnot reason that we should leave the word of God, and serve tables.

But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word.
When thosewhoare cdl ed into the ministry get off into bul ding their ministry the way many of the
Churches dotoday, they get themselves out from “under the shadow of the Almighty.” Ministry
buil ding operations were never meant for thasewhoare cdled of Godinto the ministry. The LORD
isto buld “His Church,” na people (Matt. 16.18).

TheHoly Spirit wantsto bein control of everything Christiansdo, nd just afew things. The
Holy Spirit doesnot neaed to “ask us,” before He can dothingsin ou lives. The Holy Spirit doesnat
have to “inform us,” before He does omething in ou lives. It isupto us, to “abide under the
shadow of the Almighty,” andlet the Holy Spirit have cmplete wntrol of what wedoand hav we
doit!

When we &ide “under the shadow of the Almighty,” God will “deliver theefrom the
snare of thefowler, and from the noisome pestilence’ (Psa. 91:3). We *“ shalt not be afraid for
theterror by night; nor for thearr ow that flieth by day” (Psa. 91:5). In versetenit says, “ There
shall noevil befall thee neither shall any plague cmmenigh thy dwelling.” Thenin verses1land
12it says,

For heshall give hisangels charge over thee to ke theein all thy ways.

They shall bear theeup in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot aganst a stone.
Aswego onintheninety-first Psalm, we aegiveninstructionsandthe promise of Godfor longlife,
until we ae satisfied onthis eath. If Christians are suffering in this life, it’s not God's fault.
Christians neal to be doers of the Word of God, nd just heaers only. Do as the Apostles said in
Acts 6. We must stay in prayer and ministry of the Word. And as Paul wrote to Timothy, in 2
Timothy 2:4,“ No man that warre th entangleth himself with theaffairsof thislife; that hemay
please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.”

Aswe study the Scriptures from Genesisthrough Revelation, every answer we nedl in this
lifeisthere. We must use the cmmplete Word of God if we want the answersin thislife.

Ancther reason many Christians suffer is because they do nd reaognize spirits working in
their flesh. The gastle Paul wrote in Romans 7:19-20,

For thegoad that | would | do not: but the evil which | would not, that | do.

Now if | do that | would not, it isno more | that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.
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Many Christians findthemselvesin this same situation. They know what to do,andwhat naot to do.
Y et, they find themselves doing that which they don't want to do.And nd doing that which they
know they shoud do.Why isit that way? Because thereis dill sin dwelling in the flesh.

We are anew credurein Christ (2 Cor. 5:17). Our Spirit isnew, it came down from heaven
whenwewereborn again. But wetill havethe samebody and soul that we had beforewewereborn
again.“1f we say that we have no sin, we deceve our selves, and thetruth isnot in us’ (1 John
1:8). At thesametime, “if wewalk in thelight, asheisin thelight, we havefellowship onewith
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth usfrom all sin” (1 John 17).

Thisiswhy Romans 12:1,2 says,

| beseeth you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies

aliving sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which isyour reasonable service

And be not conformed to thisworld: but be ye transformed by the renewing o your

mind, that ye may prove what isthat goad, and acceptable, and perfed, will of God.
Itisour resporsibility to present our bodesaliving saaifice andto renew our mind. But, we must
understand, if we try to dothis of our own ability, we will fall. That would be putting ourselves
under the Law. By the Law of Moses, noman can bejustified (Acts 13:38,39.

How then, can we overcome sin in the flesh? We must have the help o the Holy Spirit, to
overcomesinintheflesh. James4:7 says, “ Submit your selvestherefore to God. Resist thedevil,
and hewill fleefrom you.” First we must submit ourselves unto the Holy Spirit, thenresist thesin
in the flesh and the demonswill flee They don't flee eaily, therefore we need the help of the Holy
Spirit to be freeof sinin the flesh.

There are many types of sin in the flesh. They are all caused by the spirits of this world,
cdled demons, or the devil. There ae many sins, such as murder, adultery, fornicaion, lying,
steding, cheaing, spe&king evil of others, etc. These must all be overcome, bu we caana doit of
our own ability, we need the help of the Holy Spirit. If we do nd confessour sinsto God, and ask
for Hishelpto overcome, thedemonswill not flee Some cdl thisdeliveranceministry, bu whatever
you cdl it, unlessthe Holy Spirit is invalved the demons will not flee We do nd aways neel
someone else with a grea anointing to be set free We have the Holy Spirit as our Helper, Guide,
Comforter, Teadter, and Leaer, andif wewill submit ourselves unto Him, andresist the devil, we
can befree

There are dso ather sins, or works of the devil in ou flesh that need to be overcome.
Sickness and dsease ae works of the devil, and they aso neal to be overcome. They can be
overcome by submitting ourselvesunto God, keli eving HisWord, andresisting thedevil andwewill
be free We canat be freewithou the help of the Word of God and the power of the Holy Spirit.
But, “with God nothing shall beimpossble’ (Luke 1:37).

To be freeof any of the works of the devil, it can orly happen with the help of God. Of
ourselves, we can do nahing against the devil and his demons. But, “with God all things are
possble.” Not every sin,and nd every work of thedevil i sof our own dang. It makesnaot diff erence
if it was of our doing or nat, we must still overcome with the help of God.

Godiswilli ngto help usin every areaof our lives, if wewill submit ourselvesunto Him and
resist thedevil . Godisfor us, na against us (Rom. 8:31). God daesnot exped usto battlesin ar the
works of the devil ourselves, alone. Therefore, the Father and the Son sent the Holy Spirit to Help,
Guide, Comfort, Tead, and Lead us unto all righteousness
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When it seansthingsarefailingin ou effortsto overcome sin and the works of thedevil in
the flesh, we can “pray in the Spirit” (unknown tongues). When we pray in unknown tongues, we
authorize the Holy Spirit to make intercesson for us, on ou behaf. When the Holy Spirit isin
complete control, Heiswell able to overcome the devil and sin in the flesh for us.

There are two major areas of help from the Holy Spirit when we pray in unknown tongues.
In 1Corinthians 14:2, it says, “ For hethat speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto
men, but unto God: for no man understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit he speaketh
mysteries.” While we ae praying in unknown tongues, the Holy Spirit can reved to us mysteries
(whichis, thingswedid na know, andcould na know inthenatural). Thisrevelationfrom the Holy
Spirit can help usovercomesinintheflesh. Another way praying in the Spirit will help usisin Jude
1:20,which says, “ But ye, beloved, building up your selves on your most holy faith, prayingin
theHoly Ghost.” To overcome, we must please God, “ But without faith it isimpossbleto please
him...” (Heb. 116). Therefore, bulding up ou most haly faith by praying in the Spirit will help us
overcome sin in the flesh.

We must understand, we ae dildren of God. We ae born o the Spirit and the Word. We
areanew creaurein Christ. But, we ae still i n thisworld. Our spirit isnew, bu “this corr uptible
must put on incorr uption, and thismortal must put on immortality” (1 Cor. 1553). We caanat
doit of ourselves, we neal the Holy Spirit andthe Word of Godworking in ou livesto overcome.

We must lean the difference between walking after the flesh and walking after the Spirit
(Rom. 8:1). Then, we must lean the diff erence between ou mind and ou spirit, that we can know
what is of God andwhat is of man. When we know what is of God andwhat is of man, then we can
walk after the Spirit and nd after the flesh. When we walk after the Spirit, “the law of the Spirit
of lifein Christ Jesus hath made mefree from the law of sin and death” (Rom. 8:2).

Let us grivetowalk after the Spirit and nd after theflesh, that “ the law of the Spirit of life
in Christ Jesus (can keep us) free from the law of sin and death.” Some may say, it can’'t be
dore, for we dl havesinintheflesh. But, the Word of Godsays, it can bedore, if wewalk after the
Spirit and nd after the flesh.

Always, remember, Godislove, and hesawonderful plan, settled from thefoundition d the
world, that we can follow and ke free This freedom is only maintained by having God, the Holy
Spirit, asour Helper, Guide, Comforter, Teader, andLeader. Weneed the Holy Spirit in everything
we do.Withou Him, we caana makeit, andwe will fall. Therefore, praying in unknown tongues,
isone of the greaest ways to get the help of the Holy Spirit in ou everyday lives.

After heaing Jesusexplainto arich man, what it takesto be saved, Hisdisciplesasked Him,
“W hothen can besaved?” (Matt. 1925). Saved means “delivered and proteded.” We dl neelto
be delivered and proteded from sin and the works of the devil. But look what Jesus said to His
disciplesin Matthew 19:26,“W ith men thisisimpossble; but with God all thingsare possble.”
Don't ever give upwhen youfindsininyour life. We have the help of the Holy Spirit to overcome
sin. Kegp submitting yourself unto God and resisting the devil, he will flee.. Whatever you do,if
youare a tild of God, rever let sin in the flesh get you dovn. Y ou can overcome, “by the blood
of theLamb and theWord of your testimony” (Rev. 1211). “W ith God all thingsare possble.”
“With God nothing shall be impossble’ (Luke 1:37). You canna lose, if you “Trust in the
L ORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding” (Prov. 35).
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IN CONCLUSION

Godisnot arespeder of persons. Godloves everyone, yet Heloves His Chil dren more than
any eathly father loves his children. What God daesfor one of His Children, Hewill dofor any and
al of HisChildren. If a child of Godrespondsto God sdesires, thereisnolimit asto what God will
do for them. As Christians, we nedl to seethings the way God sees them. We nedal to renew our
minds to flow with the Word of God as the Spirit beas witnesswith the Word.

By experience | leaned things, that could have been leaned from the Word itself, had |
believed the Word of God. When | first started praying for peopl€' s hands and arms to come ott, |
didn't know much abou “how to pray for thisto happen.” Thefirst time, in my mind, | didn't think
it would work. Being, | was in a pasitionwhere | had to dothe praying, | began by praying in the
Spirit first. Then, after | knew | had to domore than that, | forced myself to say, “ In the name of
Jesus | commandthese arms to come out, in Jesus' name.”

Asthe yeaswent by, | started to doas| saw others do, | would command Satan to take his
demons off these people. | would plead the blood d Jesus over the people. | would command the
arms or legsto come out. | would doall the things | saw others do, whatever it took to get the ams
or legsto come out.

After yeasof |etting the Holy Spirit teady me, it cameto atimewhen, al | needed to dowas
tolookat the short arms or short legs and thank and praisethe LORD for what He has already dore
on the Crossof Calvary. | just look at the legs or arms and say, “T hark You, Jesus, thark You,
Jesus.” Asl thank Him, the amsor legswould come out, sometimesin and ou, bu in the endthey
are the same length.

It's nat we ourselves, who are caising the ams or legsto adjust. It’ sthe power of the Holy
Spirit, confirming the Word of God. God s Word was ttled from the foundiation o theworld. The
work of Jesusonthe Crosswas sttled from thefoundition d theworld (Rev. 138). It wasfinished
in the natural around 29AD. It' sbeen dore dmost two thousand yeas ago. When we believe ‘it is
arealy dore,” then the Holy Spirit can confirm the Word with signs foll owing.

That iswhy, “praise andworship” is more df edive than commanding. If wewill praisethe
LORD for what He has already done, we will seethe manifestations cometo pass God seesthings
as “already dore,” complete and finished. When we believe it is aready done, complete, and
finished; and praiseHim for it, it will manifest in the natural. Jesus sidin Mark 11:24,“ Therefore
| say unto you, What things sever ye desire, when ye pray, believethat ye recevethem, and
yeshall havethem.” Wemust believeit’ salrealy dore, then by praising the LORD (being that we
believeit’s adready dore), the manifestation comesin the natural. It' s already dore in the spiritual
redm. God cedaredit dorefrom thefoundition d theworld. That’ swhy, it worked for thase before
Jesus camein theflesh, it worked for thase whil e Jesus was here on eath in the flesh, and it works
for us today; after Jesus has already ascended into the heavens.

Many Christians ask, “Why don't we seeGodworking in ou livestheway you dd”’ There
are certain things | could suggest for al Christians: Spend as much time & you can in studying the
Word o God, espedally the New Testament. When | say “study,” | dori't mean just reading.

Get agoodBiblewith aGreek, Hebrew, interlinea init. Preferably aTextus Receptus Greek
New Testament interlinea. If you avn a Computer with windows 95 or up, agood Bible Program
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can be purchased in the United States for lessthan twenty-dallars. | use one cdled “Power Bible
CD.” Thiscan aso be downloaded from the Internet. When youlook upthe Greek or Hebrew words
youwill spot the a@rors some of the translators made, and the Holy Spirit will help you unarstand
theWord of God (1 John 227). There ae arorsin translations, but the Holy Spirit will help youto
overcome these arors. If you do nd use aBible that uses the Textus Receptus interlinea you may
not find some important versesin your Bible.

Toflow with theHoly Spirit, you reed to understand 1John 57, which says, “ For thereare
threethat bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and thesethree
are one.” Thisverseisnot in many of the newer Bibles using another interlinea. When Christians
donat believethisverseto betrue, they hinder the Holy Spirit from workingintheir lives. TheHoly
Spirit isaPersoninthe Godhead. Heisnot greaer than the Father or the Son.But He has apasition
inthe complete Godhea. If you do nd believe Heiswhothe Bible says Heis, youwill hinder Him
fromworkinginyour life. Y oumay even openthedoar for a wurterfeit spirit to operateinyour life.

There are anumber of other verses left out of some of the newer Bibles. This hinders the
Holy Spirit from beaing witnesswith the Word of Godin those who do nd have the cmpl ete text
of the Bible in their Bibles.

Another thing that is helpful isto get the New Testament on casstte tape or CD. These ae
not very expensive, andyoucan li sten to the New Testament twenty-four housaday. | play the New
Testament most of the day, and al night long, even when | am sleguing. | ke the volume low so
it doesn’t disturb my slegoing, andlet it play al night.

We must understand, we have asub-consciencethat worksall thetime, day and nght. It can
recaveinformationwhilewe ae alee, evenwhen apersonisina mma. Many times| awakefrom
deg knowing something | never thought of, yet it relatesto the Bible verses | had just been heaing
while | was asleg. God can work in ou sub-conscience mind while we ae aslee.

Sewndy, pray in the Spirit (unknown tongues), as much as you can. You can pray in the
Spirit while working, while realing the Bible, anytime you want to. Praying in the Spirit is an
operation of God in your spirit, while your mindis gill useful in aher things (Rom. 826, 1Cor.
14:14).

Thirdly; if yousin, repent and confessyour sins, that Satan has nothing onyou. Walk in the
Light of the Word of God andthe blood d Jesus Christ will daily cleanse you from al sin (1 John
1:7,9).

Stay away from pride, and humble yourself before God, for God resists the proudand gives
graceto the humble (James 4.6, 1Peter 5:5). Never look for any way to get attention, bu lean to
deny yourself, that the LORD can use youtheway Hewantsto useyou.God hasaplanfor your life,
it was planned from the foundhtion of the world. Let God carry out His plan, dorit make plans of
your own. Phili ppians 2:13 says, “ For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of
his goad pleasure.” Therefore, let God doin your life what He wantsto do.Don't try to dothings
you seeothersdo, kecaise youwant to belikethem. God orly needed ore Moses, so dorit try to be
like Moses. Don't doas many others have dorne and start your own church, and say you are apastor.
The officeof apastor isgiven by God nd by man. Many have taken that officethemselves, and heve
hindered God from working in their lives. God hesaplan for your life, dorit dowhat you seeothers
do.If Godwantsyouto beaome apastor, Hewill anaint youfor that position. If He does nat anoint
you for that position, dorit put yourself in that paosition.
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We ae speda to God. He has grea and wonderful plansfor our lives. Just like the LORD
said to Jeremiah, “ Before | formed theein thebelly | knew thee and before thou camest forth
out of thewomb | sanctified thee and | ordained theea prophet unto the nations.” (Jer. 1.5).
Godis nat arespeder of persons. God hes aplan for our lives. Romans 8:28 says, “we know that
all thingswork together for goad tothem that love God, to them who are the alled according
to hispurpose.” God has a purpose for which He has cdl ed every born again Christian. We must
let God reved that purpose to usfrom our spirit. Don't try to figureit out in our natural mind. God
knows what He wants to doin ou life and hov He wants to use us for His good peasure.

Let Godwork inyouto doHisgood peasure. Godlovesyouandwill dogrea andwonderful
thingsinyour life, if youlean to know the diff erence between your spirit and your mind. Lean to
know the diff erence between that which is of God andthat which is of the flesh. Always, give God
the glory for whatever He does in your life. Heis worthy to be praised and honaed and glorified.
Amen.
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