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Introduction

In Phili ppians 2:5 it says, “L et thismind bein you, which wasalso in Christ Jesus.” In
many of the English Bibles today, they do nd give us the arrect trandation from the Greek and
Hebrew to Engli sh. Therefore, many Christiansdo nd havevictoryintheir lives. They have dl kinds
of ideas and dactrines that kegy them from knowing and undbrstanding the truth.

Many teadings today take what it says in Philippians 2:5 and add it to what it saysin 1
Corinthians 216andsay, “ You havethe mind of Christ.” In Phili ppians 2:5 theword “mind’ is
trandated from the Greek word “phroneo,” meaning “attitude.” Whereasin 1Corinthians2:16,the
word “mind’ istrandated from the Greek word “nous,” meaning “the intell ed, the mind itself.”

Asaborn again Christian, we dl have the mind d Christ, that iswithin o New Creaure
in Christ. Themind d Christ is present at all times. That does not mean ou thowghts andintelled
always agreewith Christ. It only means that within ou New Credure in Christ the mind o Christ
abides. Themind d Christisin us, being that we aein Christ and Christ abidesin us (2 Cor. 5:17).
We can draw onthe mind d Christ and operate acording to the mind d Christ if we aeled by the
Holy Spirit. But, if we walk after the flesh, which is acording to the mind d the natural man, we
arenat in agreanent with the mind o Christ whichisin us.

It is important to uncerstand that even though we have the mind d Christ, we do nd
normally operate from themind d Christ. Westill havethe natural body of flesh and bores. We ae
still aliving soul (which includes our natural mind). Therefore, the Scripture saysin Romans 12:2,
“And be not conformed to thisworld: but be ye transformed by the renewing o your mind,
that ye may prove what is that goad, and acceptable, and perfed, will of God..” It is our
resporsibility to become transformed by renewing of our mind. If we do nd dowhat it tellsusin
Romans 122, wewill easily be defeaed by the Devil, eventhough we aeborn again Christians, “in
Christ.” God dd His part, but the renewing of our mindis our part.

Also, being that we aestill i nabody of flesh and bores, 2 Corinthians 10:3-6 tell sus, “ For
though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after theflesh... (For the weapons of our warfare
are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;)...Casting down
imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself aganst the knowledge of God, and
bringinginto captivity every thought tothe obedienceof Christ...And havingin areadinessto
revenge all disobedience when your obedienceisfulfilled.” If wedo nd control our thoughtsin
our minds, Satan will . Godis nat going to doit for us. It isour resporsibility to bring our thoughts
in agreement with the knowledge of God which is given to usin the written Word of God.

The inspired written Word of God is given to us by God. The Holy Spirit inspired men to
write the Word of God so that He could useit to tead usall things (2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20-21).
Even though the Word of Godiswritten in manslanguage, it isnot always understood by man. For
it is written in a way that it must be discerned and taught by God. Even Satan daes nat always
understand the written Word of God. In 2 Corinthians 2:7.8it says, “ But we speak the wisdom of
God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto aur
glory...Which none of the princes of thisworld knew: for had they known it, they would not
have crucified theLord of glory.” Had the demonic spirits known what was already written, they
would nat have qucified Jesus. It wasaready written, bu they did na understandwhat waswritten.

Men teading from the written Word of God without the help of the Holy Spirit will many
times teach things that are not true. The natural man daes not understand the true meaning of the
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inspired written Word of God. Therefore, it must be* spiritually discemed by theHoly Spirit” (1
Cor. 24-14).

If we submit to the teading of the Holy Spirit, we will understand what Godistelli ng us as
Christians. Then, we can draw onthe “intelled” (the mind d Christ), which iswithin usand have
victory over all the works of the Devil in ou lives. Victory over the works of the Devil can only
come when we have the same dtitude & God has, which was in Jesus Christ.

Jesus had the &titude of God the Father, for He had the mind d Christ, andlived acoording
to themind d Christ. In ather words, Jesus never did Hisown will of theflesh. He only did the will
of God the Father, nomatter what others thought abou what He did. Jesus did na let the thoughts
of men control what He did. Jesus did na go acording to the thoughts that came to His mind from
thewrong source(demonic redm). Jesusonly went acarding to the “Word of God’ (asHereceved
it from God), which was establi shed from the foundition d the world.

God s Word was forever establi shed, even before the foundition d the world. In John 11
it tell s us that the Word of God is God. In 1 John 57 it tells us the Word of God is one with the
Father andthe Holy Spirit. The Word of God creaed all things (John 13). TheWord of God abides
forever (1 Peter 1:25).

In order to live by themind d Christ, whichisinevery born again Christian, we must beled
by the Holy Spirit, and nd by the natural mind d the flesh. When we were born into thisworld, we
were born of the flesh. Jesus said in John 36, “ That which isborn of the flesh isflesh; and that
whichisborn of theSpiritis irit.” These aetwo hirths. Thefirst oneisin Adam, andthesecond
oneisin Christ. Thefirst oneisthe natural man andthe seand oreisthe spiritual man. Thefirst one
isbarnin the likenessof Adam, andthe seoond oreisborn in the likenessof Jesus Christ, the Son
of God (1 Cor. 1545-49).

Christians have two lives within them. They have soul life which is cdled “psuche” in the
Greek We dso have spirit life, which is cdled “zoe” in the Greek. Adam did na have “spirit
life—zoe.” Adam only had “psuche-soul life.”

Before Jesus came into thisworld, He had “zoe—spirit life.” When Jesus was born into this
world of the Holy Spirit and Mary (woman), He took uponHimself “psuche-soul life.” Jesus then
had bah, soul life—psuche, and spirit life-zoe.

Jesus, whoremained Godwith the Father andthe Holy Spirit in the Spirit, also becane man
in the flesh (Phil. 27; Heb. 214). Jesus had two lives, spirit life-zoe and soul li fe-psuche.

When Christians become born again of the Word and the Spirit they have two lives (soul
life—psuche and spirit life-zoe). When Jesus died on the Cross of Calvary, it was His oul
life—psuche that died in ou place(with ou sins andiniquities laid uponHim (2 Cor. 5:21). Jesus
did nat die spiritualy as smetead. Jesuswas raised again in His irit life—zoe. In His irit life-
zoe, Jesus was raised as “ Christ” the “Head of the Body of Christ.” When Christians die they give
uptheir “soul life—psuche” but retain their “spirit life—zoe,” “ in Christ.”

Once Christians understand the truth concerning man in Adam and man in Christ, they will
be &leto overcome the works of the Devil in their lives and walk after the Spirit and nd after the
flesh (Rom. 8:1-8). Thediff erencebetween walking after theflesh or walking after the Spirit i s, what
is our attitude? Do we have the same dtitude a Jesus Christ, or is our attitude still li ke that of
Adam? It isour attitude that determineswhat happensin ou lives here on eath andwhen we leave
thiseath. Therefore, in Phili ppians 2:5it says, “ L et thismind bein you, which wasalsoin Christ
Jesus.” That isto say, “Let this(attitude) bein you, which wasalso in Christ Jesus.”
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Understanding the New Testament

TheNew Testament iswritten for the benefit of Christians. Eventhough thewholeworld can
read the New Testament, it isof noavail to them unlessthey areborn again Christians. The Children
of Israd had a cvenant with God, cdled the Old Covenant. God worked with grea signs and
wondersamong the Chil dren of Israd. But, that covenant was not based uponthefad that they were
Children of Israd, but rather it was based upon” their attitude toward God.” If they believed the
Word of God, God helped them. When they did na believe the Word of God, and went their own
way, God could na help them.

This shoud be an example for Christians today. If we believe the Word of God, God will
deliver and proted us. But, if we go ou own way (the way of the flesh), God canna help us.

First we must know the truth concerning who Godis and whoman is? We must also know
God,and nd just know abou God.Many Christiansknow alot abou God, bu they still do nd truly
know God as their GOD.

Satan has blinded the minds of many Christians today with the doctrines and teadings of
men. Many Christians are doulde minded in what they beli eve. Those who are doulde minded will
sometimesrecavefrom God, bu most of thetimethey will bedefeaed intheir livesbecaiseof their
attitude.

The mind d manisthe sea of al intelled, reasoning, knowledge, and undrstanding. The
mind of man is the principle part of the soul of man. Man is aliving soul, and the mind d man
enables the soul of man to function. Those who are nat in their right mind have many difficultiesin
life.

All the difficultiesin the lives of people have to dowith what Satan has dore to mankind.
The souls of people becane wrrupted when Adam and Evesinned inthe garden of Eden. Therefore,
it isnecessary for peopleto become born again andrecevethe mind o Christ in the spirit of Christ.

When a person beames born again, they recave the mind o Christ (in their spirit), which
isableto set them freeof the @rruptioninthemind d theflesh (in the soul). In contrast to the mind
of theflesh andthemind d Christ, youwill naticein 1Corinthians15:51-54it tell susthat in heaven
our mindswill nolonger be @rrupted. Even ou physicd bodeswill nolonger be mortal. Mortality
and corruption are works of the Devil, and in heaven there will not be any works of the Devil. In
heaven we will be like Jesus Christ Himself. We will be man and God joined together in ore new
credure, “Christ.” Christianswill be ébovethe angels, and“far above” the Devil andall hisdemons.
The angelswill still bein heaven, bu the Devil and hs demonswill bein hell.

This done shoud inspire Christians to know the Truth and walk in the Truth everyday of
their lives here on eath. Once aChristian uncderstands the New Testament it will help them to do
what it saysto doin Colosdans 3:1,2.1t says, “ If yethen be risen with Christ, seek those things
which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God...Set your affedion on things
above, not on thingson the erth.”

Thiseath will passaway, bu we will li ve forever. Where will we spend eternity? It will all
depend upon ou attitude, what is our attitude toward the Word of God? Isthe Word of God True?
Isthe Word of Godthe TRUTH?



TWO ATTITUDES

Attitudes come from thoughts. Thoughts enter the minds of people and they develop the
attitudes of people. God thinks before He does things. God' s thoughts establi sh His attitude. Asan
example, in Genesis 1:26 it says, “And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our
likeness and let them have dominion over thefish of the sea, and over thefow! of theair, and
over the attle, and over all the aarth, and over every creeping thing that cregpeth upon the
earth.” God thought abou what He wanted to do,and then God dd what He thought to do.Being
that Godisthe Creaor of al things, He hasthe aility to come upwith arigina thoughts. Being that
Godis GOD, God can write Histhoughtsin ou mindsandin ou heats. In Hebrews 8:10it says,
“For thisisthe amvenant that | will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the
Lord; I will put my lawsintotheir mind, and writethem in their hearts: and | will betothem
a God, and they shall beto mea people.” Laws are thoughts. God s laws are God' s thoughts.

Satan, the Devil isalso “a god’ (2 Cor. 4:4). Satan pus his thoughts in the minds of living
creaures. As an example, animals kill other animals because of the thoughts in their minds. In
Romans 8:20it says, “ For the creature wasmade subjed to vanity, not willi ngly, but by reason
of him who hath subjeded thesamein hope.” Thisisthe cndtion d al of creaionsincesinand
deah cameinto thisworld. But that is nat what God has planned for man o the aeaures. Romans
8:21 says, “ Becausethe creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corr uption
into the glorious liberty of the dhildren of God.” In Isaiah 116,7it says, “ The wolf also shall
dwell with thelamb, and the leopard shall li e down with thekid; and the alf and the young
lion and thefatlingtogether; and alittle child shall | ead them...And the cow and the bear shall
feed; their young ones dhall li e down together: and thelion shall eat straw likethe ox.”

Satan, the Devil, pus histhoughtsin the minds of people. If people foll ow the thoughts that
Satan putsin their mindsthey will besubjed to Satan and hewill control what happensintheir lives.
The attitudes of people ae determined by the thowghts in their minds. Those who recave the
thoughts of Godwill havethe dtitude of God. Thasewhorecevethethoughtsof the Devil will have
the atitude of the Devil.

The more thoughts a personreceves and foll ows the more their attitude will belike God a
the Devil . Godisfor life andliving. Satan isfor deah and dying. Godisthe Creaor and Satanisthe
destroyer.

Man is not “a god.” Therefore, man is suibjed to whomsoever he submits to, God a the
Devil. Submissonto ore or the other isacarding to the thoughts that are receved in their minds.
If werecavethethoughts of God,wewill havethe dtitude of God.If werecevethethouwghtsof the
Devil wewill havethe dtitude of the Devil. Therefore, if werged thethoughtsthat come from the
Devil, wewill automaticaly recevethethoughtsthat come from God. If wergjed thethoughtsthat
come from God, we will automaticaly recave the thoughts that come from the Devil .

As an example, spoken words producethoughts. Adam first heard the words gpoken to him
by the LORD God concerning the trees in the garden. Then Adam head the words gpoken to him
by Eve, concerning the treeof knowledge of goodand evil (Gen. 317). Adam regjeded the thought
that the LORD gave him when he wastold, “ But of thetree of the knowledge of goad and evil,
thou shalt not eat of it: for in theday that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die” (Gen. 217).
Adam recaved the words goken to him by Eve, and he ae of the tree of knowledge of goodand
evil.



Thewordsthat the LORD Godspoketo Adam produced thoughtsthat entered Adam’ smind.
The words that Eve spoke to Adam also produced thoughts that entered Adam’s mind. The dhoice
was up to Adam, which thoughts he would receve and which thoughts he would rejed?

Wordsthat are spoken come from thoughts. The thought comesfirst, then thewordsfoll ow.
Before anyone spe&ks, they nead to control their thoughts. God controls His words by controlli ng
Histhoughts. When ou words agreewith the thoughts that come from God, ou attitude will bethe
same as the dtitude of God. When ou words agreewith the thoughts of the Devil, our attitude will
be the same &s the dtitude of the Devil.

Some people have the dtitude of killi ng and destroying. These dtitudes come from the god
of thisworld, whois a destroyer of all that is good. Others have the atitude of love and helping
others. These dtitudes come from God, whoislove, andisfor al that is good.

Thoughts produce dtitudes. Thoughtsthat comefrom God produce dtitudeslikethat of God.
That iswhy the Scripturestell us, in Phili ppians 2:5, “ L et thismind bein you, which wasalsoin
Christ Jesus.” That istosay, “Let this(attitude) bein you, which wasalso in Christ Jesus.”

Jesus knew something that Christians sroud know. Jesus knew that all thoughts come from
God or the Devil . Jesus knew that the only way to fulfill the cdl of God onHislifewasto havethe
same dtitude as the Father has.

Asan example, in the Gospel of JohnJesus said many things abou Himself and the Father.
Foll owing are some of the statements Jesus made cncerning Himself and the Father.

Jesus said, “1 can of mine own self do nothing” (John 530). “I seek not mine own will
but thewill of the Father” (John 530). “My meat isto do thewill of him that sent me” (John
4:34). “ The Son can do nothing o himself, but what he seeh the Father do” (John 519). “1 do
nothing of myself; but asmy Father hath taught me, | speak thesethings’ (John 828). "1 speak
to theworld those things which | have heard of him” (John 8:26). “1 speak that which | have
seen with my Father” (John 838). “1 camedown from heaven, not to do mineown will , but the
will of him that sent me” (John 638). “I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent
me, he gave me a commandment, what | should say, and what | should speak” (John 1249).
“W hatsoever | speak therefore, even astheFather said untome, sol speak” (John 1250). “ The
Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works’ (John 1410). “My doctrineis hot mine, but
histhat sent me” (John 716).

Thisisthe dtitude that every Christian shoud have. When we have the dtitude that Jesus
had, we will have the dtitude of God. The atitude of God within usis subed to the thoughts that
come from God. When we submit to God' s thoughts we will have God s attitude.



GOD'SWORD ISGOD’STHOUGHTS

InJohn 6863,Jesus said, “ It isthe spirit that quickeneth; theflesh profiteth nothing: the
wordsthat | speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.” Thisverse of Scripture hastwo
meanings. First, it explainswhat Jesuswas saying concerning Him being “ the Bread of life” (John
6:48). It explainswhat Jesus meant when He spoke Words, saying, “ Verily, verily, | say unto you,
Except ye at theflesh of the Son of man, and drink hisblood, yehavenolifein you...Whoso
eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and | will raise him up at the last
day” (John 6853,54. In John 6:63, it explains that Jesus was not talking abou eding His physicd
Body, or drinking His liquid Blood. Jesus was talking abou the Words that He spoke. Words are
spirit, and the words that Jesus goke to those who foll owed Him produced eternd life.

Jesus had the &titude of God the Father. When we foll ow Jesus we will have the dtitude of
Jesus. When we have the dtitude of Jesus we will also have everlasting life. God' s attitude is the
oppaite of thasewhofoll ow the dtitude of Satan. They havethe dtitude of everlastingdeahin hell .
Godisfor life. The Devil isfor deah.

When the Holy Spirit inspired men to write the Scriptures, He had them write God's
thoughts, which is God sWord. God s Word reproduces God s thoughtsin our minds. With God's
thoughtsin ou minds, we can recave them andthey will produceGod s attitude in us. With God's
attitudein uswewill become like Jesus. Not only li ke Jesus, having the same dtitude, but a'so One
with Jesusin Christ. Christ, being the Head of the Body andwe being the Body of Christ. The Head
and the Body together make up the complete Man, God and man joined together in ore body (the
Body of Christ). By this, we aejoint-heirswith Christ, joined together with Christ in ore spiritual
body, the Body of Christ. It isthe Body of Christ that will spend eternity with Christ in the heavens.
Thosewho are apart of the Body of Christ will spend eternity wherethe Head of the Body of Christ
spends eternity. This is the oppdasite of those who do nad rejed the thoughts that come from the
Devil. Therefore, we must lean to rged the thoughts that come from the Devil, and recave the
thoughts that come from God.

Words are spirit. Words producelife or deah. Proverbs 18:21 says, “ Death and lifeare in
the power of thetongue: and they that loveit shall eat thefruit thereof.” Words are spirit, they
can producelife or dedh.

Words are spoken from thoughts. If werecevethethouwghtsthat camefrom God sWord, we
will be speaking life. If we sped the thoughtsthat come from the Devil , we will be spegking deah.

Many times deah is the end result of sickness Sicknessis not of God, it is of the Devil.
Therefore, being that words are spirit, Isaiah 3324 says, “ And theinhabitant shall not say, | am
sick: the peoplethat dwell therein shall be forgiven their iniquity.” Saying “I am sick,” gives
glory to the Devil. Glorifying the Devil is agreang with the Devil. Agreang with the Devil is
disagreang with God. Disagreang with Godis sn and iniquity.

When Christians dop dsagreengwiththeWord of God,andstopglorifyingtheDevil , “they
will beforgiven...” Oncethey areforgiven, they can recover themselves from the snare of the Devil
and be restored to hedth and righteousnessin Christ Jesus.

TheWord of Godislight. Thewordsof the Devil aredarkness Therefore, 1John 15-7 says,
“Thisthen isthemessage which we have heard of him, and dedare unto you, that God islight,
and in him is no darknessat all...If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in
darkness welie, and do not thetruth...But if wewalk in thelight, asheisin thelight, wehave
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fellowship onewith another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth usfrom all sin.”

Being that God is Light, and Light has power over Darkness when we walk in the light of
God s Word the powers of the Devil are destroyed. When the power of the Devil i s destroyed, the
power of God manifests. There ae only two poversin al of creaion. Thereisthe power of God,
and the power of the Devil. Man submits himself to ore of the two powvers. When we submit to
either ore, they beaome our master and we becme their servants. In Romans 6:16 it says, “ Know
yenot, that towhom yeyield your selves srvantsto dbey, his ®rvantsyeare towhom yeobey;
whether of sin unto death, or of obedienceunto righteousness?”

InMatthew 12:36,37 Jesus sid, “ But | sayunto yau, That every idlewor d that men shall
speak, they shall giveaccount thereof in theday of judgment...For by thy wordsthou shalt be
justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned.” By the words we spe&k we shal be
condemned or we shall be justified. But, remember, Jesus sid, “...in the day of Judgment...”
Therefore, if we repent of the words we spoke before the day of judgment, we will not give an
acourt for thewordswerepented of. That means, inthe caeof Isaiah 3324,if westopsaying “... |
am sick,” and start spe&king “1 am healed,” by our words we will be heded and hedthy.

It isour wordsthat condemn us, andit isour wordsthat justify us. (Note: in short, the word
“justify” means“just asif 1.”). Therefore, before the day of judgment, if we dhange the words we
have been spe&ing, to the Words of God,wewill bejustified, “just asif we had never spoken words
that do nd agreewith theWord of God.” When we dhange our words to God' s Words, the Word of
Godwill bein control of what we say.

TheWord o God spe&sthosethingsthat are not asthough they were. That isthe results of
God's credive power. God first speaks His Word, and it comes to pass In Genesis, Chapter One,
it keeps telling us, “God said....and it was 9.” In Hebrews 11:3 it says, “ Through faith we
understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen
werenot made of thingswhich do gppear.” InRomans4:17it says, “... God, who quickeneth the
dead, and call eth those things which be not asthough they were.”

God sWord hascredive power. What Godsays, comesto pass Whenwespedk God sWord
it bringsto passwhatsoever we say. “ Life and Death are in the power of thetongue...” What we
say comes to pass If we say we ae sick, wewill be sick. If we say we ae well, we will be well.

All heding of our bod eswascompleted onthe Cross when Jesusbore dl our sicknessesand
diseasesin Hisown bod for us. At that time, “ by His gripeswewerehealed” (1 Peter 2:24). That
means, God s Word istrue and we ae drealy heded.

The Devil hasthe world believing hiswords, not God s Word. We ae living in the world
with peoplewhoarebelieving the Devil’ swords, by receving the Devil thouwghts. Thethoughtsthat
they recave beame the words that they spesk. Words are spirit, and they producewhat is said or
spoken.

If Christianswill kegp heaing God s Word and spe&king God s Word they will destroy the
works of the Devil in their lives and the lives of others aroundthem. Words are spirit, and they
produceresultsin the spiritual redm. What happens in the spiritual redm shows up in the natural
redm.
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