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Baptized?

The Bible spe&ks of four different baptisms. Before we look at the four baptisms, we must
understand what the word “baptism” means. There ae somewho cdl themselves Christians, yet do
not know the meaning of “Baptism,” therefore they use other means of baptism for infants, which
is nat foundin the Scriptures. The Greek word for “baptism” is*baptisma.” It comes from another
Greek word “baptizo,” meaning “to immerse, submerge; to make fully wet.” Therefore, baptism is
complete submersion. Water baptism is completely submersed under water (completely covered by
water). Sprinkling of water onthe head is not Scriptural baptism.

There ae four baptisms mentioned in the Bible. They are:

(1) Baptism unto Moses (1 Cor. 102).

(2) Water baptism unto repentanceby Johnthe Baptist (Matt. 3:11,Mark 1:8, Luke 3:3,John

1:26,Acts 1:4,5).

(3) Baptism into the body of Christ (1 Cor. 1213, Eph. 45).

(4) Baptism in the Holy Spirit “baptism of fire” (Matt. 3111, Acts 1.5, 8, 24, 815).

Why are there four baptisms mentioned and what is their significance? How can we know
which oreisright when Ephesians 4:5 says, “ One Lord, onefaith, one baptism”?

Thereweretwo dff erent baptisms before Jesuswent to the Cross andthere aetwo dff erent
baptisms after Jesus went to the Cross

(1) Baptism unto Moses in the Red Sea In 1 Corinthians 10:2 it says, “And were all
baptized unto Mosesin the doud and in thesea.” Thisisthefirst baptism spoken dof intheBible,
although it is not spoken of as abaptism in the Old Testament.

This baptism unto Mosesisatype and shadow of the baptism into the body of Christ. Moses
isatype and shadow of Jesus. God wsed Moses to deliver His chosen people from the bondage of
slavery under Pharaoh o Egypt. Pharaohisatype andshadow of Satan,who hdds Christianscaptive
at hiswill . In 2 Timothy 2:26it says, “ And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of
the devil, who are taken captive by him at hiswill .” Many Christians are being held cgptive by
the devil, na knowing the truth that can set them free Just as God people, the Isradites were held
captive in Egypt by Pharaoh. They must be delivered (that is saved), from the works of the devil.

M osesconfronted Pharaohwith grea signsandwonders(ten plagueswere cast uponPharaoh
andall Egypt). Mosesisatypeof Jesus. Jesus confronted thereli gious|eadersof the Jewswith grea
signsandwonders (heding, deliverance, casting out devil s, raising thedead, etc.). M oses chall enged
Pharaohand hiswise men, the sorcerers, and magicians of Egypt (Ex. 7:11), to the point where they
could nat dugi catethesignsandwonders. Jesus chall enged Satan, through thereligiousleaderswith
signs and wonders to the degreethat Satan could na stop Jesus.

Therefore, Satan entered into Judas Iscariot, and he delivered Jesus over to the Jewish
leaders, and Pontius Pil ot to be qucified. Y et, deah could na hald Jesusin the grave, andHe aose
again from the dead onthethird day. Satan was defeaed, and nov hasno powver over thosewhoare
born again into the body of Christ “ and believeon the name of Jesus.” Thase who do na believe
in the power of the name of Jesus Christ are still held captive in sicknessand dsease.

As atype and shadow of Jesus, when Moses led the dhildren of Israd acdossthe Red Sea
there they were set freeof Pharaoh, in the doudthat covered them as they crossed the Red Sea At
that time, Pharaoh was drowned in the Red Seawith his army as the waters came uponthem (Ex.



14:15-31). All of Pharaoh’ sarmy, including Pharaoh hmself was drowned in the Sea The dildren
of Israd would never again seethat Pharaoh, na would they be in slavery to the amy of Pharaoh.

Therefore, Jesus also set us freeof Satan and all the demons that held usin bondgeto sin
and ceah, when He defeaed Satan for us onthe Crossof Calvary.

The children of Israd and the mixed multitude that crossed the Red Seawith Moses were
saved. They were all acceted by God (even passbly some Egyptians, and Ethiopians, etc.). For
Moses, later, married an Ethiopian woman (Num. 131).

Exodus 1238says, “...a mixed multitudewent up alsowith them...” Thesewere dl saved
as they crossd the Red Sea and Pharaoh and his army was destroyed behind them. By atype and
shadow, they were baptized urto Moses in the doudas they crossd the Red Sea

They weresaved yet, nat all foll owed M oses after they were saved. We seethe sametype and
shadow inthe New Testament. InActs2:47,it says, “...And the LORD added tothe church daily
such as hould besaved.” The LORD adds oulsto the church through the new birth, yet they still
need to be saved. Many do nd recaeve heding and forgivenessof sins even though it isthe will of
Godfor them to receve.

The LORD saved all that crossed the Red Seafoll owing M oses. The LORD savesusthrough
the new birth. Ephesians 2:8 says, “For by graceare ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it isthegift of God.” Baptism into the body of Christ saves us. But, we must continue
in ou salvation,and nd murmur and complain and desireto go badk to the ways of theworld asthe
children of Israd did in Numbers 14.We must mix faith with the Word of God and enter into arest
in the Holy Spirit (Heb. 41-11).

(2) Water baptism of Johnthe Baptist is oken of in Matthew, Mark, Luke, John,and Acts.
InMark 1:4,it says, “John did baptizein thewilderness and preach the baptism of repentance
for the remisson of sins.” Thiswasa* baptism of repentance’ for the remisson d sins.

Repentancemeans“change.” This“water baptism” isasign of repentancefor theremisson
of sins. Remisson d sinsfoll owsrepentance In Luke 24:47, Jesusinstructed His disciples, saying,
“ And that repentanceand remisson of sins should bepreached in hisnameamong al nations,
beginning at Jerusalem.” Repentancemust comefirst, thenremisson d sins. In 1John 19it says,
“If we aonfessour sins, heisfaithful and just toforgiveusour sins, and to cleanse usfrom all
unrighteousness” Confesson comes before we ae deansed from all unrighteousness

Water baptism foll ows our new birth. The new birth is an inward sign of our repentance
Water baptism is an ouward sign of our repentance. Repentance means change. Water baptism is
asign o a changein ou lives. The dnangeisthe new birth, ban again into the body of Christ.

Before Jesus died and arose again, Johnthe Baptist baptized those whowere dhosen by God
asthe dnildren dof Israd. Somewho came showed nosign o repentance, therefore, Matthew 3:5-12
tell s us,

Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and all the region round about

Jordan,

And were baptized of him in Jordan, confesgng their sins.

But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said

unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to fleefrom the wrath to

come?

Bring forth therefore fruits med for re pentance



And think not to say within your selves, We have Abraham to our father: for | say unto

you, that God isable of these stonesto raise up children unto Abraham.

And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree which

bringeth not forth goad fruit ishewn down, and cast into thefire.

| indeed baptize you with water unto repentance but he that cometh after me is
mightier than |, whose shoes | am not worthy to bear: he shall baptizeyou with the

Holy Ghost, and with fire:

Whosefan isin hishand, and hewill throughly purgehisfloor, and gather hiswheat

into the garner; but hewill burn up the dhaff with unquenchablefire.

Baptism in water aone does nat save us. It's the new birth that saves us, na the water
baptism.

Thereisaquestion dten asked by those who came from some of the denominations abou
water baptism. Some say, “I was rinkled with water when | was a dild, dol still neel to be
baptized again?’ Basicdly, the way to know is, was there repentance of sins before you were
sprinkled with water? Were you adually baptized (submerged in water at that time)? If naot, then it
would be goodif you were baptized again; thistime, after you are born again and after repentance
(turning away from your past life of foll owing the world’'s g/stem).

Usually, thebest way to answer that questionis, “if you have aquestionconcerning your first
baptism with water, then there is no reason why you could na be baptized again.” You can be
baptized in water morethan orce, just as you can come badk to the LORD if you have strayed away
at any time. Repentance and water baptism go together. Yet, if youwere water baptized “after you
were barn again,” thereisno reed to be water baptized again. Onceyouare born again, youremain
born again urtil you go to bewith Jesus, or until yourgjed Him and denourceHim as your LORD
and Savior. The same gpliesto water baptism, onceyou were properly baptized in water, thereis
no reed to be baptized again.

Water baptism isgoodfor us. Yet, ou salvationisfor thislife oneath, nd for our entrance
into heaven. The thief onthe aosson ore side of Jesus was nat baptized in water, yet he entered
into heaven with Jesus. Abraham, Isaag and Jacob were nat baptized in water, yet they will bein
heaven when you get there.

Water baptism is abaptism unto repentance. Repentanceof sinsisfor thislifehereoneath.
It puts us in right standing with God. It cleanses us from all unrighteousness and restores our
fellowship with the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Thereby, we can come baldly before the
throne of God and make our request known. We can exped answersto ou prayerswhenwe aein
right standing with God. Y et, water baptism isonly an ouward sign of what happened inside when
we becane born again of the Word and the Spirit. Water baptism will not get usinto heaven, and
not being baptized in water will not kego us from going to heaven.

Water baptism “for the remisson of sins’ started with Johnthe Baptist. When Jesus came
to Johnthe Baptist in Matthew 3:15,Hesaid to John,” Suffer it to beso now: for thusit becometh
usto fulfil all righteousness Then he suffered him.” Jesuswas water baptized by Johnto fulfill
al righteousnessfor al who are born again.

Becausethat Jesus did baptize with water, (that is, while Hewaswith Hisdisciples, they did
the baptizing in water for Jesus--John 41,2), the gostles continued to water baptize dter Jesus
ascended unto the Father. Peter saidin Acts10:47,“ Can any man for bid water, that these should



not bebaptized, which have receved theHoly Ghost aswell aswe?” We continuewater baptism
today, because Jesus did it andthe gostles did it foll owing Jesus ascension. Y et, the Apostle Paul
himself only baptized afew new conwerts (1 Cor. 1417).

Water baptism is an accepted dactrine of Christ (the durch). Hebrews 6:1,2 says,

Therefore leaving the principlesof thedoctrineof Christ, let usgo an unto perfedion;

not laying agan the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward

God,

Of thedoctrineof baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of thedead,

and of eternal judgment.

(3) Baptism into the body of Christ is adualy “the new birth” but cadled a baptism. In 1
Corinthians 1213it says, “ For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be
Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one
Spirit.”

The first baptism (the baptism unto Moses in the Red Seg (1 Cor. 10.2), is atype and
shadow of the third baptism, where we ae dl baptized into ore body, the body of Christ (1 Cor.
12:13). This baptism is atotal and complete a¢ of God. All we doisrespondto God swill in our
lives. Itis smetimescdl ed abaptism unto salvation.Peter wrote, “ Thelikefigure whereuntoeven
baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away o the filth of the flesh, but the answer
of a goal consciencetoward God,) by the resurrection of JesusChrist” (1 Peter 3:21). Peter was
speking of how that eight souls were saved duing the floodat the time of Noah. Noah, his wife,
hissons, his on'swiveswere dl saved inthe ak during the flood. They werein the ak, uncer the
protedion d God whil e the remaining people were nat saved, bu died in the flood.

This New Testament (New Covenant) baptism takes placewhen apersonisborn again into
thefamily of God. Thisnew birthisof God.InJohn 113,it says, “W hich wereborn, not of blood,
nor of thewill of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” We becme born again o the
Word (1 Peter 1:23), and d the Holy Spirit (John 35). At that time, the Holy Spirit baptizes usinto
the body of Christ (1 Cor. 1213). Aswelook at Ephesians 4:4-6, it says,

Thereisonebody, and one Spirit, even asye are called in one hope of your calling;

OneLlord, onefaith, one baptism,

One God and Father of all, who isabove all, and through all, and in you all.

The subjed isthe body of Christ, thewhae body ismade up d many members. We ae dl
baptized into Christ (the body of Christ) by the Holy Spirit.

Baptisminto thebody of Christ iscomplete submersioninto God.Colossans 3:3 says, “ For
ye are dead, and your lifeishid with Christ in God.” Through the new birth, we ae completely
submersed into the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. We aein the Father andthe Father isin us
al. Ephesians 4.6 says, “ One God and Father of all, who isabove all, and through all, and in
you all.” We aein Jesus Christ. In 1John 511it says, “And thisisthe record, that God hath
given touseternal life, and thislifeisin hisSon.” Ephesians 4:4 says, “ Thereisone body, and
one Spirit, even asyeare called in onehopeof your calling.” In 1Corinthians 6:17 it says, “But
hethat isjoined untotheLord isonespirit.” Thenin verse 19, it says, “W hat? know yenot that
your body isthetemple of the Holy Ghost which isin you, which ye have of God, and ye are
not your own?”

Therefore, through the new birth we aein the Father, the Son,andthe Holy Spirit. All three




dwell in us, our bodes are the temples of the Holy Spirit. We ae one Spirit with the LORD andthe
Father. In 2 John 19, it says, “...He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the
Father and the Son.”

Baptism isimportant for us. Paul wrote in Romans 6:3,4,

Know yenot, that so many of usaswere baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into

hisdeath?

Therefore weare buried with him by baptismintodeath: that likeasChrist wasraised

up from thedead by theglory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newnessof

life.

When we aebaptized “ into JesusChrist” we aeto be ommitted urto an everlasting walk
with Him, wherever He leads us by His Spirit. The dnildren of Israd were baptized urto Mosesin
the Red Sea They shoud have been committed urto the LORD in following Moses after the Red
Sea The aosdng of the Red Seashoud have been the paint of noreturn. They shoud have never
desired to return again into bondgein Egypt. They shoud have set their facesand heatsto foll ow
the LORD under theleadership of Moseswherever Hewould lead them. A commitment shoud have
been made and kept that they would never again return to slavery to anyone other than the LORD.
The signs and wonders the LORD performed at the hand d Moses sioud have caised adedsion
within them, never to leave the LORD, for He never left them. He went before them in acloud Ly
day andapill ar of fire by night. He fed them with manna and quail i n the wil dernessforty-yeas. He
did many grea signsandwondersin Egypt, andin the wil derness that they knew it wasthe LORD,
and nd some other god.

The crosgng of the Red Seg the miraaulous deli verancefrom Pharaoh and hisarmy shoud
have convinced them that the LORD is God and there is nore other that can save them.

The sameimportanceshoud apply to ou lives. When we know, we have been saved by the
new birth. When we know hearen is our home and eath is our dwelli ng place We shoud never
again have ay desireto returnto theold life, thelife of the flesh. We shoud desireto walk after the
Spirit every day of our lives. Our new birth shoud be asign of a dhangethat will | ast forever. Never
again to return to the old way of life, but to continue onin the newnessof life purchased for us by
our LORD Jesus Christ.

The ways of the world shoud nolonger tempt us, for this new lifein Christ shoud be so
important to usthat al desirefor the old life shoud be gore.

Weshoud hurger for “righteousness peaceand joyin theHoly Spirit” (Rom. 1417). To
walk after the Spirit and nd after the flesh shoud be our gredest desire. Our heats soud befill ed
with joy, knowing that Jesus Christ isour LORD and Savior. Knowing that with Godall thingsare
possble, and nahing isimpossbleto them that believe. That greder isHethat isin usthan hethat
isin the world.

For, we ae “Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through
thefaith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from thedead” (Col. 2.12). “ For ye (we)
are dead, and your (our) lifeishid with Christ in God” (Col. 3:3). We ae saved by the operation
of Godin ou lives, if we continuein the faith urto the end.

This baptism into the body of Christ shoud be anew beginning, a new life in Christ that
excitesusandgivesusnew meaning tolife, alife that continuesforever and ever with God,and ou
LORD Jesus Christ. We shoud never desire to live & the world lives, seeking the things of this




world, but forever seeking the things of God, where Jesus sts uponHis throne with His Father.
Thereshoud bejoy in ou heats, unspedkable, never ending. A peace adajoy theworld dcesnot
know. But we know it, for it isin us by the power of His Spirit dwellingin us.

Baptism shoud mean to us, a putting away of the things of the flesh, “the ares of this
world, and the decetfulnessof riches, and the lusts of other things’ (Mark 4:19). Eternity is
forever, thethingsof thisworld areonly temporal, bu thethingsof Godare @ernal. Baptism shoud
be an end to al that the world has to dffer, and a beginning to a walk after the Holy Spirit in
everything we do.

(4) Baptism intheHoly Spirit. Johnthe Baptist mentioned thisbaptism, and Jesus mentioned
it also. InMark 1:8, Johnthe Baptist said, “ | indeed have baptized you with water: but he (Jesus)
shall baptizeyou with theHoly Ghost.” Thisisthe baptism of the Holy Spirit that Jesus mentioned
inActs1:5,saying, “ For John truly baptized with water; but yeshall bebaptized with theHoly
Ghost not many days hence”

Water baptism is atype and shadow of the baptism with the Holy Spirit. Johnthe Baptist
used water baptism as an exampl e of the Holy Spirit baptism. Water baptism came before Jesusdied
onthe Cross The Holy Spirit baptism comes after the Crossand after the new birth.

Water baptism isasign o an inward change (the new birth). The Holy Spirit baptism (with
the evidence of spe&king in tongues) isasign o an inward change. The Holy Spirit baptism, with
the evidence of spe&ing in tongues, signifies that the Holy Spirit is in control, for the utterance
comes from the Holy Spirit, ou of our inner being. We spe& as the Holy Spirit gives us the
utterance Lookat Acts 2:4, it says, “ And they wereall fill ed with theHoly Ghost, and began to
speak with othertongues, astheSpirit gavethem utterance” They didthespe&king, but theHoly
Spirit gave them the utterance

Like water baptism, which signified repentance and the new birth, the Holy Spirit baptism
signifies “plaang the Holy Spirit in control of our lives.” Walking after the Spirit and nd after the
flesh (Rom. 8:1-8). Children of Godshoud “walk after the Spirit and nd after theflesh.” If wewalk
after theflesh, we aeout of thewill of God.Galatians5:17 says, “ For theflesh lusteth against the
Spirit, and the Spirit aganst theflesh: and these are contrary theoneto the other: so that ye
cannot do the things that ye would.” The flesh; that is, our own will of the flesh wants to do
certain things that are oppcsed to what the Holy Spirit wantsto do,therefore, we must yield to the
Holy Spirit and set aside our will of the flesh.

The baptism in the Holy Spirit gives us the &ility to communicate with the Holy Spirit as
the Spirit will s, na asthe flesh will s. It gives us the oppatunity to be taught the mysteries of God
by the Holy Spirit Himself. In 1 Corinthians 14:2, it says, “ For he that speaketh in an unknown
tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no man understandeth him; howbeit in the
spirit he speaketh mysteries.” The Holy Spirit baptism gives usthe aility to edify ourselvesina
way that we ae not puffed up, o exated. In 1 Corinthians 14:4, it says, “ He that speaketh in an
unknown tongue aifieth himself; but hethat prophesieth edifieth the dhurch.” The baptism in
the Holy Spirit gives us the aility to pray in the Spirit, and nd in ou understanding. In 1
Corinthians 14:14,15it says,

For if | pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my understanding is

unfruitful.

What isitthen? | will praywith thespirit, and | will praywith theunderstanding aso:




| will sing with the spirit, and | will singwith the understanding aso.

By praying in the Spirit, we build up ou faith. In Jude 1:20 it says, “But ye, beloved,
building up your selveson your most holy faith, prayingin theHoly Ghost.” The baptism inthe
Holy Spirit enablesusto be used in the gifts of tongues andinterpretation o tongues (1 Cor. 1210).

In aduality, we enter into the kingdom of God when we receave the baptism in the Holy
Spirit. In John 35, Jesus said to Nicodemus, “ Verily, verily, | say unto thege Except a man be
born of water and of the Spirit, he annot enter into thekingdom of God.” Therefore, we must
be born again of the water (the Word) and the Spirit (the Holy Spirit), before we can enter into the
kingdom (reign) of God. We enter into the reign of God the Holy Spirit when we make the Holy
Spirit our source of all that we do. We put the Holy Spirit in complete control when we spe& in
tongues as the Spirit gives us utterance

TheHoly Spirit baptism isvery important to Christians, for it putsthe Holy Spirit in control
(when weyield over to Him), by spe&king in tongues.

Jesus told His disciples, “ not to go arywhere until theyrecaved the baptismin the Holy
Sprit” (Acts 1:4,5,8. Jesus sid in Acts 1:8, “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy
Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be withesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all
Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the erth.” It's after the Holy Spirit
comes upon s that we have the power to dothe works that Jesus did (John 1412).

In summing it al up, Hebrews 6:1,2 mentions that there is “a doctrine of baptisms;” that
is, “an accepted teading of morethan orebaptism.” Themost important isthe baptism into thebody
of Christ. Thisisthenew birth, ban again of the Word andthe Spirit, whereby we become cildren
of Godwith eternal li fe. Water baptism foll owsthe new birth, bu not necessarily before the baptism
in the Holy Spirit with the evidence of spe&king in tongues. In Acts 10:44-47, the Holy Spirit
baptism came before water baptism.

Y et, the Holy Spirit baptism isvery important, bu canna come before the baptism into the
body of Christ. Thase who are not born again canna receave the baptism in the Holy Spirit (John
14:17). It isnot goodfor any born again Christian “to na recave the baptism in the Holy Spirit.”
The evidence of the baptism in the Holy Spirit is the spe&king in new tongues. Jesus said in Mark
16:17,“thesesigns dall follow them that believe; In my nameshall they...they shall speak with
new tongues.” Those who believe will spe& in new tongues. Yet, there is no evidence that a
Christianwill not enter heaven withou the baptism inthe Holy Spirit, just likethethief onthe aoss
he was nat water baptized and neither was he baptized in the Holy Spirit. But, Jesus sid to him,
“Verily | say unto thee To day shalt thou bewith mein paradise” (Luke 23:43).

Now, for the big question onwater baptism! In what name dowe baptize? Do we baptizein
the name of Jesus, or in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit?

We have Christians al over the world arguing and even splitti ng churches over thisisae.
Basicdly, they are trying to figure out what the Word of God teates acmrding to the flesh (their
own human understanding), and nd acerding to the Spirit.

In Matthew 28:19, Jesus said, “ Go yetherefore, and teach all nations, baptizing themin
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of theHoly Ghost.” Thisiswhat Jesus said to His
disciples.

In Acts 2:38 it says, “ Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remisson of sins, and ye shall recave the gift of the



Holy Ghost.” We know that Peter was speaking of water baptism, for he said it was “for the
remisson of sins.” In Acts 19, it tells abou the gostle Paul at Ephesus, where Paul said,

Have ye receved the Holy Ghost sinceye believed? And they said unto him, We have

not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost.

And hesaid unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's

baptism.

Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the

people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ

Jesus.

When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.

And when Paul had laid hishandsupon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they

spake with tongues, and prophesied.

The questionPaul started withwas, “ Have ye receved theHoly Ghost sinceyebelieved?”
In finding out that they had na so much as even head of the Holy Spirit, Paul changed the subjed
to water baptism. Paul then baptized them in water, in the name of the LORD Jesus. Then he laid
his hands uponthem and they were baptized in the Holy Spirit.

S0, in what name dowe water baptize Christians? To makeit simple, Jesus said in Matthew
28:19," Go yetherefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of theHoly Ghost.” All threenamescould beused, the name of the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit.

All water baptism shoud bedore* in theauthority of the Nameof Jesus.” Asan example,
we do nd baptizein ou name. Just asthe Apastle Paul asked thequestionin 1Corinthians 1:13,“ Is
Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or wereyebaptized in the name of Paul?” We ae
never to baptizein ou own name. Not in the name of Paul, na in the name of Apadl os, or any other
name than the name of Jesus. Thisisnot speeking of the namewe usein baptism. The namewe use
in baptism is“the name of the Father, the Son, and theHoly (Spirit) Ghost.” That iswhat Jesus
told usto do.When the gaostles baptized in the name of Jesus, they baptized “ in the authority of
the Name of Jesus.” They were given authority to baptize in Jesus Name.

Christians all over theworld are given authority to use the name of Jesus wherever they go,
and in whatever they do. In water baptism, we baptize “in the authority of the name of Jesus.”
When we do things in the name of Jesus, we ae doing it in the authority that was given to us by
Jesus. That is to say, in the power and the authority of the name of Jesus, we baptize “not in our
name, nd in ou authority, but in the aithority of the name of Jesus Christ.”

The Apostles used the name of Jesus in many ways. They exated the name of Jesus above
every name, in heaven, oneath, and beneah the eath. Wherever they went, they raised upthe name
of Jesus, andwe shoud dothe same. We shoud na baptizein any other namethan “in the authority
of the name of Jesus.” But, when we baptize someone, they shoud be baptized “in the name of the
Father, the Son,andthe Holy Spirit.” That iswhat Jesustold usto do,andif wefollow the leading
of the Holy Spirit, and nd our natural mind, we will flow with God in everything we do.

Y et, if other Spirit-fill ed Christiansdoit in ancther way, it makesno dfferencefor it iswhat
happens onthe inside that courts. Even if a Christian was never water baptized it would na make
any diff erence when they leave this eath, they will still go to be with Jesusin heaven, if they are
truly born again into the family of God.



For those who have questions abou receving the baptism in the Holy Spirit with the
evidence of spedking in ather tongues; there ae four ways mentioned in the New Testament to
recave. Thefirst way mentioned isin Luke 11:13,which says, “If yethen, being evil, know how
togivegodd giftsunto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father givetheHoly
Spirit to them that ask him?” Jesus sid, the Father will give usthe Holy Spirit if we ak Him.

The secondway mentioned isin John 1415,16,

If yelove me, kegp my commandments.

And | will praytheFather, and heshall giveyou another Comforter, that hemay abide

with you for ever;

If we obey Jesus' commandments, Hewill pray the Father for us, andthe Father will giveus
the Holy Spirit.

Thethirdway mentionedisin Acts5:32.1t says, “ And weare hiswitnessesof thesethings;
and soisalsothe Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey him.” Godwill givethe
Holy Spirit those who will obey Him.

The fourth way mentioned isin Acts 8:14,15,17 which says,

Now when the apostleswhich were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the

word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John:

Who, when they were mme down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy

Ghost:

Then laid they their hands on them, and they receved the Holy Ghost.

By laying on d hands. They laid their hands uponthem and prayed, and they receved the
Holy Spirit.

These four ways are avail able to anyone whois aready born again into the family of God.
There is a neel for every born again Christian to receve the baptism in the Holy Spirit. To live
withou the baptism of the Holy Spirit isto live onthis eath with nopower over the works of the
devil (Acts 1:8). Satan can still have control in the lives of thase who have no pawver. Therefore,
every Christian neeals the power of God to stand against the works of the devil.
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