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Introduction

When Jesus was abou to be glorified through His deah and resurredion, He said to His
disciplesinJohn 1419," becausel live, yeshall li vealso.” How many Christians understandwhat
Jesus was saying in this verse? Jesus said this to His disciples, the same evening that He was
betrayed, before He went to the aossand ded. Jesuswasthere with them, before Hewastaken, and
crucified. Yet, He said, “ Because | live, yeshall livealso.”

Jesuswastalking abou, “Hiseternal life.” Hewas saying, “ Becausel have dernal life, you
shall have dernal life also.” In John 1010, Jesus sid, “1 am come that they might have life
(eternal life), and that they might have it more abundantly.” This was the main pupose for
Jesus' coming into thisworld, that we culd become born again into the family of God. Jesus came
to give us eternal life, so that we could be with Him forever.

InJohn 1418.Jesus sid,“ | will not leaveyou comfortless | will cometo you.” Jesuswas
not talking about going to heaven andthen some day (way off inthefuture), Hisdisciplescould also
goto heaven where He was. Jesus wastalking abou what was abou to happen the same day that He
would arise again from the dead. The same day that Jesus breahed uponthem they would become
bornagain. They would become “new creauresin Christ.” In 2Corinthians5:17it says, “ Therefore
if any man bein Christ, heisa new creature: old things are passed away; behold, al things
are become new.”

What iswritten in John 1317 all took gacethe same night Jesus was taken by the soldiers.
That evening He was betrayed by Judas I scariot and taken to the High Priest. Foll owing that, Jesus
was tried and judged by the Jewish courcil, Herod, and Pil ate. Then He was crucified, dead, and
buried. Thethird day He aose ayain from the dead.

Many timesin the Gospel of John,chapters fourteen through seventeen, Jesus goke of His
going away to the Father and then returning to them, to be with them forever. In John 143, Jesus
said, “And if I go and prepare a placefor you, | will comeagan, and receve you unto myself;
that wherel am, thereyemay bealso.” What Jesus was talking about in John 143, he continued
to talk abou in John 1418. Jesus said, “I will not leave you comfortless | will cometo yau.”
Jesus was first going to prepare aplacefor them. Then Jesus was going to come ajain to recave
them unto Himself. In John 1420, Jesus sid, “ At that day ye shall know that | am in my Father,
and yein me, and | in you.” When Jesus said “ At that day,” He was talking about the same day
Hearose ayain from thedead. Jesusdid comebadk to Hisdisciplesthevery sameday He aose ajain
from the dea.

If westudy all the acourtsof Jesusresurredionwewill findthat foll owing Hisresurredion
from the dead certain women came to the tomb where Jesus was laid the day that He was crucified.
Matthew 285-9 tell susthat an angel spoke to the women and told them that Jesus had arisen, and
they shoud go and tell His disciples to med Him in Galilee The other women left to tell the
disciples, bu Mary Magdalene stayed behind. When Mary turned aroundshe saw Jesus ganding,
and thought He was the gardener. In John 2017 it tell s us that Jesus said urto Mary Magdalene,
“Touch menot; for | am not yet ascended to my Father...” Then Jesus ascended to the Father and
then returned again meding the other women as they went to tell the other disciples what the angel
hand told them.

Therefore, we seethat Jesusascended to His Father that sasmeday, ealy inthemorning. Then
Jesus returned and met the other women as they went to tell His discipleswhat the angel told them.



As they were going, Jesus met them on the way. He had aready ascended to His Father, therefore
He did let the women touch Him and worship Him.

Jesus did med with anumber of His disciples (and many others) that very same day that He
arose gyain from the dead (Matt. 289, Mark 16:9,12.14 | uke 24:15,34,36,John 2014,19.

What Jesuswas sayingto Hisdisciplesin John 143 wasthat Hewasgoing to HisFather “the
same day He aose ayain from thedead.” Then He would return to them “that same day,” that they
might recave the Holy Spirit and become “born again” of the Word and the Spirit (John 36,7,1
Peter 1:23).

Jesus was talking about the same day that He would arise from the dead (after He ascended
to the Father and returned that day), “Hewould bein them, theywould bein Him.” Look again at
what Jesus sid in verse twenty? “ At that day ye shall know that | am in my Father, and yein
me, and | in you” (John 1420).

“At that day...” Jesus would be in them. Jesus was nat only talking abou someday,
thousands of yeaslater, Hisdiscipleswould bewith Him in heaven. Jesus was talking about being
with His disciples the very same day He aose ajain from the dead.

Jesuswastaking abou “eternal life.” Eternal li fe begins when we beammeborn again of the
Word and the Spirit. These disciples were born again the same day Jesus arose from the dead (that
evening when Jesus breahed onthem). It saysin John 2019-22.

Thenthesameday a evening, beingthefirst day of theweek, when thedoor swereshut

wherethe disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the

midst, and saith unto them, Peacebe unto you.

And when he had so said, he shewed unto them hishandsand his sde. Then werethe

disciples glad, when they saw the L ord.

Then said Jesusto them agan, Peacebeunto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so

send | you.

And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Recaveyethe

Holy Ghost (John 2019).

When Jesus arose again from the dead, He cane badk as* Chrigt, the firstborn from the
dead” (Rom. 829, Col. 1:15,18,Rev. 1.5). “Christ” isthe aisen LORD, the firstborn from the
deda, the head of the Church. Jesus and Christ are the same person. “J esus,” being aMan in the
flesh,and“ Christ in the Spirit” (the second Adam, the head of the body of Christ).

These same disciples that met with Jesus the same day He aose again from the dead, and
recaved the Holy Spirit when Jesus breahed onthem (were born again of the Spirit). Jesus, “as
Christ,” cameinto their livesin the new birth. They receved a new spirit, which came down from
heaven. This new spirit is oken of in Ezekiel 36:26, saying “ A new heart also will | giveyou,
and anew spirit will | put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh,
and | will giveyou an heart of flesh.” It isalso spoken of in Ezekiel 11:19.In that new spirit they
were born again o the Spirit and the Word (John 36, 1 Peter 1:23).

It was nat just Jesusthat cameinto them that day. It was a so the Father. Jesus said, “ At that
day ye shall know that | am in my Father, and yein me, and | in you” (John 1420). Those
disciples (that same day), became new creaures in Christ. As it says in 2 Corinthians 5:17,
“Therefore if any man bein Christ, heisanew creature: old thingsare passd away; behold,
all things are become new.”

When they were born again, their living soul wastaken from the flesh of man and translated
into the Spirit of Christ. Romans 8:9 says, “But ye are not in theflesh, but in the Spirit, if so be



that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, heisnone
of his.” Their bodes becane the temple of the Holy Spirit. In 1 Corinthians 6:19it says, “W hat?
know ye not that your body isthetemple of the Holy Ghost which isin you, which ye have of
God, and ye are not your own?”

God came down from heaven and made His dwelling placein the spirits of thase who
recaved Jesus Christ astheir LORD and Savior. AsJesus sid inJohn 1716,“ They are not of the
world, even as | am not of theworld.” In versetwenty-one Jesus said,“ That they all may beone;
asthou, Father, art in me, and | in thee that they also may be onein us: that the world may
believe that thou hast sent me.”

Jesus said in John 1420, At that day ye shall know that | am in my Father, and yein
me, and | in you.” Everyone whoisborn again of the Spirit and the Word have awitnessin their
spirit that they are dhildren of God. That day when Jesus breathed uponthose disciples, they knew
they had eterndl life.

Everyone who hes eternal life knows they have dernal life. They have awitnessin their
spirit. Romans 8:16 says, “ The Spirit itself beareth witnesswith our spirit, that we are the
children of God.” In 1John 510it says, “Hethat believeth on the Son of God hath thewitness
in himself...” Thiseternd lifeisthe samelife they will have throughou eternity.

JesussaidinJohn 143,“1 go and prepare aplacefor you, | will comeagan, and receve
you unto mysdlf; that wherel am, thereyemay bealso.” How did Jesus prepare aplacefor them?
Jesus becane“ Chrigt, thefirstborn from thedead” (Rom. 8:29,Col. 1:15,18,Heb. 1128, 1223).
Jesus became the head o the body of Christ, and these disciples becane members of His body
(which isthe Church).

Oncethe pricefor al our sins, iniquities, infirmities, sickness and dseases was paid by the
bloodand bod/ of Jesus, there was peacebetween God and man. From that day on, God could dwell
in man and man could dwell in God (Cal. 3:3).

Godisawaysinthenow. Godisawaysworking from His eternal plan,andmany timesHis
Word is from eternity past and continues throughou all eternity. In John 1714-24, Jesus was
gpedking of after He aose again from the dead concerning His disciples, when He said,

| havegiven them thy word; and theworld hath hated them, becausethey are not of the

world, even as | am not of theworld.

| pray not that thou shouldest takethem out of theworld, but that thou shouldest keep

them from the evil.

They are not of theworld, even as | am not of theworld.

Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word istruth.

Asthou hast sent meinto theworld, even so havel also sent them into the world.

And for their sakes | sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the

truth.

Neither pray | for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through

their word;

That they all may be one; asthou, Father, art in me, and | in theg that they also may

be onein us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.

And the glory which thou gavest mel have given them; that they may be one, even as

we are one:

| in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfed in one; and that the world

may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, asthou hast loved me.



Father, | will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where | am; that
they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the
foundation of theworld.
Thiswas a part of Jesus' prayer, speing “those things that be not as though theywere” (Rom.
4:17). Jesus sid, “ They are not of theworld, even as | am not of theworld” (John 1716).

Jesusis® Christ,” the aisen LORD, living inthe spiritual redm. Inthespiritual redm, things
canna be seen withthenatural eyesof theflesh. Y et, that doesnot mean spiritual thingsdo nd exist.
All who are barn again are “in Christ,” and “ Christ isin us.” We ae one Spirit with the LORD (1
Cor. 6:17). The Father also dwell sin us. In Ephesians 4:6 spe&ing of Christians, it says, “ One God
and Father of all, whoisaboveall, and through all, and in you all.” Many placesthroughou the
New Testament it speaks of Godthe Father beingin us (that is, in ou spirit where the fulnessof the
Godhea dwells). In 2John 19it says, “ Hethat abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both
the Father and the Son.”

Jesus prayed in John 1721," That they all may be one; asthou, Father, art in me, and
| in theg that they also may beonein us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.”
This prayer began to beaome answered the same day that Jesus arose again from the dead. Jesus sid
in John 1418, “1 will not leave you comfortless | will come to you.” That same day, Jesus
disciples becane born again of the Word andthe Spirit, and God the Father andthe Soncameto be
with them where they were.

From the day that Jesus breahed uponHis disciples, wherever Jesus disciples went, the
Father waswith them, the Sonwaswith them (for God made Hisdwelli ng placeintheir new creaed
spirit, which came down from heaven).

Godisomnipresent, that is, in every one of His Children, everywhere, at all times. “Christ”
isalso omnipresent, in everyonewhois*®in Christ.” Christians are not omnipresent, bu they are “in
Christ,” Whois omnipresent at all times.

Christians are “born from abowve,” they are not of thisworld, for they are anew credionin
Christ Jesus (John 1716, 2Cor. 5:17). A new spirit came down from heaven, andtook upresidence
inour bodesof flesh and bores. In that new spirit, the fulnessof the Godhead dwell s (Coal. 2.9,10).
Therefore, we ae seaed with Christ in heavenly places (Eph. 13, 26).

All of thistook dacein the spiritual redm. To understand who we ae in Christ we must
recave the “revelation” from the Holy Spirit, Who is our teader. Jesus sid in John 1613,
“Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, iscome, hewill guideyou into al truth: for heshall not
speak of himself; but whatsoever heshall hear, that shall hespeak: and hewill shew you things
tocome.” In 1John 227t says, “ But the anointing which ye have recaved of him abideth in
you, and ye nedal not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all
things, and istruth, and isnolie, and even asit hath taught you, ye shall abidein him.” We
must be taught by the Holy Spirit, who operates from our new creaed spirit. Job 328 says, “there
isaspirit in man: and theinspiration of the Almighty giveth them understanding.”

God always operates in the now. Therefore, we must aso lean to operate in the now. We
canna walk with Godif we ae going to pu things into the future that God' s Word saysis aready
in the now. When Christians kegy looking for things to happen in the future, they are not hearing
from the LORD. Some things wil | happen in the future. But, if we ae born again we ae drealy
children of God (with God dwvelling in us). We drealy have everything that the Word of God says
we have.

We must nat be looking for things to happen in the future that are drealy here. Some



Christians are not understanding John 142,3,1924. Therefore, they are waiting for Jesus to return
in the flesh and set up His kingdom here on eath. Then they believe they will be apart of that
kingdom, which they say will come.

What they don't understandisthat the kingdom of Godwhich is gpoken dof in the Bible has
drealy come. “ The kingdom of God is within you” (Luke 17:21). The kingdom of God came
foll owing Jesus resurredion from the dead. God came down to eath and dwvells in the bodes of
Christianswho receved Jesus Christ astheir LORD. It aready happened, starting onthe same day
Jesus breahed uponHisdisciplesandsaid “ ReceveyetheHoly Ghost” (John 2020). TheninActs
2:4, these same disciples receved the baptism in the Holy Spirit, and the fulnessof the Godhead
began to manifest in those who were baptized in the Holy Spirit.

The kingdom of Godis, “thereign of GodtheHoly Spirit” in thelives of thosewhoareborn
again of the Word andthe Spirit. The kingdom of God spoken of in Daniel 2:44 came, just asit was
prophesied. The Kingdom of Godisarealy here. It hasbeen here for dmost two-thousand yeas.

Wemust lean whowe aein Christ. We must lean to know what is of God and what isnot
of God.We must be led by the Holy Spirit in our lives here on eath the same way Jesus was led by
the Holy Spirit when He was here in the flesh.

The samethingsthat Jesusdid we can doalso (John 1412). But, we must dothe samethings
the sameway Jesus did them. It’snat our will t hat must be dore, it’sonly thewill of Godthe Father
that must be dorein ou lives. Jesusis our example. We must foll ow Jesus.



NATURAL LIFE & ETERNAL LIFE

Y ou can seethe diff erencebetween eternd life and retural lifein John 1010,11.Jesus sid
in John 1010, “l am come that they might have life (zoe), and that they might have it more
abundantly.” “Zoe” inthe Greek pertainsto spiritual life. In John 1011 Jesus sid,“| amthegoad
shepherd: the goad shepherd giveth hislife (psuche) for the sheg.” The Greek word “ psuche”
pertainsto soul life, “lifein the flesh.”

Thisiswhat Jesuswas sayingto Hisdisciplesin John 1419,when Hesaid, “ becausel live,
yeshall live also.” Jesus has eternd life. Thase who are born again have dernal life dso.

That day in John 1423, Jesus was telli ng His disciples that He was abou to give His“soul
life” (the life of the flesh), for those who will believe on Him. Then, after He aose again from the
dea, and becane “thefirstborn from the dead,” they would also have d@erna lifein Him. Our
eternd life is “in Christ Jesus.” Jesus is “the firstborn” of many brethren (Rom. 829; Col.
1:15,18 Rev. 1.5).

What is eterna life? What is the diff erence between eternal life and retural life? One way
of knowing the diff erenceisthat natural life operates from our mind, whichisapart of our soul. In
theGreek it iscdled “psuche.” In Englishit iscdled “psyche,” meaning: 1. Thehuman soul. 2. The
intelled. 3. The mind.

When we were born into thisworld, we were born “a living soul” (Gen. 27, 1Cor. 1545).
We have abody of flesh and bores, andaspirit within us(givento usby God). We aeborn “natural
people,” operating in the natural redm, from our mind which isa part of our living soul.

What isinteresting abou thisliving soul isthat it can operatein the natural redm andin the
spiritual redm. That is, it is able to recave information from the five senses, as well as from the
intelled (mind,reasoning, thinking, uncerstanding, etc.). These ae dl natural processeswhich take
placein the living soul of man.

Besides all these natural processes, our living soul (being psychic), is also able to recave
informationfrom the (unseen) spiritual redm. There aetwo dff erent unseen spiritual redmswithin
thisuniverse.

1. There is the demonic spiritual redm, consisting of Satan and h's demonic spirits.

2. Thereisthe spiritual redm of God, which includes the Father, Son, Holy Spirit, and the

angelswho are working for us.

Being that ead individual person is “a living soul,” they are not limited to this world, bu will
continue to live for all eternity. Some will spend eternity in hell, with the devil and hisfoll owers
(Rev.20:14,15. Others, which havebeen“bornagain” (being they aretrue chil dren of God,andGod
istheir true Father), will spendeternity in heaven with the Father, the Son,and the Holy Spirit. The
diff erencebetween thesetwo is immed upin 1Corinthians 15:22, whereit says, “ For asin Adam
all die, even soin Christ shall all be madealive.” Theword “di€” in this verse means, they will
leave this eath, and spend eternity in the lake of fire (Rev. 20.15).

The lake of fire is not a good gaceto spend eternity. Yet, anyone whaose name is not
“written in thebook of life,” will spendeternity inthelake of fire. It saysin Revelation 2014,15,

And death and hell were @ast into thelake of fire. Thisisthe second death.

And whosoever was not found written in the book of lifewas cast into thelake of fire.
Therefore, anyonewho daesnat have “eternal life” will spendtheir eternity inthelakeof fire. Only,
because their name was not written in “the book of life.”



Isyour name written in the book d life? Y oushoud know (withou question) if your name
iswritteninthebook d life? No ore shoud take such animportant matter lightly. Everyone shoud
be pasitive (beyondall doult) that their name is written in the book d life. Multitudes have been
deceved throughou the ages, and many are still being deceved today. Unknowingly, some will
discover toolate, that their name was nat written in the book d life. It could have been, and shoud
have been, bu they did nathing in their lifetime to be sure it was written in the book d life before
they died onthis eath.

How can a person knawv (beyondall doult) that they have dernal life? Jesus sid in John
3.6,7,

That which isborn of theflesh isflesh; and that which isborn of the Spirit is irit.

Marvel not that | said unto theg Ye must be born agan.

If apersonisnot “born agan” of the Spirit, then they do nd have gernal life. Only thasewhoare
born again have d@ernal life. In John 111-13it tells us how to become born again. It says,

He ame unto hisown, and hisown recaved him not.

But as many asreceved him, to them gave he power to beaome the sons of God, even

to them that believe on his name:

Which wereborn, not of blood, nor of thewill of theflesh, nor of thewill of man, but

of God.

The new birth dcesn’t come because of the will of the flesh, a of thewill of man. No ore dse can
cause youto become born again. Their will and their prayers will help, bu they canna cause you
to beaome born again. Water baptism will not cause you to become born again. No matter what
another person daes, it can help, bu they canna cause youto becomeborn again. It canna be dore,
“by blood, nor of thewill of theflesh, nor of thewill of man...” It can oy be dore by God. God
isthe only one who can cause apersonto become born again.

When a personreceves Jsus Christ as LORD and Savior, God causes a new birth within
them (John 211,12. Godrespondsto ou will when we recave Jesus Christ as LORD and Savior.
Thisisawork of Godin ou lives when we believe on Jesus Christ.

Itis sd that there ae many good peoplein the world, even in Churchestoday, saying they
are Christians, but they arenat truly born again. They arewonderful peopleinthenatural. They love
everyone. They help anyonewho reeds help. They don't lie, ched, sted, kill, or do anything that a
Christian shoud na do. Y et, they have been decaved, and are not truly born again.

Many of these have been told they are born again by someone who claimsto be aPastor of
a Church. Many of these have been told that they were born again when they were water baptized
as an infant.

If they do nd have awitnessin their spirit (knowing, beyondall doult), they have not truly
been barnagain. TheWord of Godtellsusin Romans8:16,“ The Spirit itself beareth witnesswith
our spirit, that we are the dildren of God” The Bible dso tellsusin 1 John 510, “He that
believeth on the Son of God hath the witnessin himself.” If we aetruly born again, we have a
witnesswithin ouselves. It isnat something we know in ou mind, bu it isawitnessin ou spirit.

If you are one of thase who daes not have awitnessin your spirit that you are truly born
again, you can make sureright now. Simply ask Jesusto beaome your LORD and Savior. If youask
Him from your heat Hewill comeinto your life andyouwill become born again of the Spirit (John
3:6,7).

The Word o Godistruth, and God cannat lie. It says, “asmany asreceved him, to them
gave he power to becomethe sons of God, even to them that believe on hisname” (John 112).



God knows every thought and hears every word you spe&k. So doit now, andreceve dernd lifein
Christ Jesus! From you heat, pray aprayer likethis:

"LORD Jesus, | knowthat You aethe Son d God.| know that You ded onthe aossfor me.
| know that God raised You from the dead.

Jesus, forgive me of all my sins, wash me dean in Your blood that | may be the
righteousnessof God in You. Thark You, Jesus!

Jesus, | ask Youto comeinto my life? Live Your lifein me! Let Your will bedorein me! Let
thewill of God bedorein my lifeasit wasin Your life. | surrender my life to You, Jesus!

Youlead me by Your Sgrit andl will foll ow to the best of my ahility. | will li vefor You dl
the days of my life, as Youlead me by Your Sprit.

| receve You naw, as my LORD, and SAVIOR for all eternity. | will be with You here on
earth, andl will bewith Youin heaven, foreve andeve. | will giveYou dl the Glory, it isfor You
that | will li veforeve. Amen.”



BECAUSE HE LIVES

To uncerstand what Jesus meant when He said, “...because| live, yeshall livealso” (John
14:19), we must understand what eternal life is? The best way to explain eternal lifeisto use the
example of eathly life. In eathly life eat person hestheir own life.

Before a person (as ababy) isborn into thisworld, they are cmnneded to their mother with
an umbili cd cord. Before that cord is cut or broken, their lifeis dependant upontheir mother. From
the time their mother becomes pregnant their life (in the flesh begins).

Every personis“a living soul.” When their mother beames pregnant, their physicd body
beginsto form in their mother’ swomb. All during the time their body isbeing formed of flesh and
bores, they arein their mother’ swomb. They are aliving soul (aliving being--aliving creaure), but
their physicd body is gill being formed o flesh and bores.

Their physicd life is dependant upontheir mother. Every part of their physicd body is
formed in their mother’ s womb. Thereby, whil e they are still i n their mother’ s womb, their future
life is dependant upontheir mother. At the time of birth, they are delivered from their mother’s
womb, but still conneaed to their mother by an umbili cd cord. Until that cord iscut or broken, their
physicd lifeis gill dependant upontheir mother. Her physicd lifeintheflesh andtheir physicd life
in the flesh are the same. Before they come out of their mother’ swomb, they canna live physicdly
withou their mother.

Oncethe umbili cd cord is cut or broken, they have their life and their mother has her life.
They beame two separate physicd lives, the mother’s physicd life and the dhild's physicd life.
From that paint on,the dhild’ s physicd lifeisnolonger dependant uponthe mother. It isaseparate
physicd life from their mother’slife.

Thisiswhat the Bible cdls“lifeintheflesh,” or “born of theflesh.” Jesus sid in John 36,
“That which isborn of theflesh isflesh...” Inthis, Heistalking abou thelifethat apersonisborn
into thisworld with. The physicd life of apersonisdependant upontheir “living soul.” The “living
soul” isnot a part of the physicd body, bu isin the body “the flesh” and control s the operations of
the physicd body. The personthemselvesisnat the physicd body, neither arethey “the spirit.” They
aretheliving soul, cdled “psuche” in the Greek.

When Jesus said to Hisdisciplesin John 1419, "...because| live, ye shall live also,” He
was nat talking abou thelifewelivein the flesh. Jesus was talking abou “zoe” (in the Greek), the
life welive “in the Spirit of Christ” (2 Cor. 5:17). That iswhy Jesus also said in John 36, “...that
which isborn of the Spirit is irit.” Thelifeweliveinthe spirit iscdled “eternd life.” Eternal
life means exadly what it says “a life that will never end”

Let usunderstandthis “eterna life” better by using the example of “lifein theflesh.” In the
fleshwehave our ownlife, which manifestsin ou body of flesh and bores, which werecaeved when
we were born into this world. Our mother’slifeis her life, and ou lifeis our life. But, na so in
eternd life.

Ineterna lifethereisnoseparation betweenthelifethat isin Christ Jesusandthelifewelive
inthe Spirit. Our life andHislife aethe samelife, they are One... (1 Cor. 6:17). Not only isour life
and Jesus' life the same life, but the same life Jesus has is the same life God the Father has (John
5:26). It'sall “orelife,” the samelife dwelli ng in the Father, the Son,and al of thosewhoareborn
again o the Spirit and the Word (John 36, 1Peter 1:23).

All throughou the New Testament it is caled “eternal life” not “eternal lives.” Eternal life
isalways goken of in the singular form, na the plural form. There is amajor diff erence between
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life (psuche) in theflesh andlife (zoe) in the Spirit. Thase who have “eternal life” havethevery life
of God dwellinginthem (Col. 2.9,10. God dvell sinthem in Hisfulness They are completein God.
Colosgans 3:3 says, “and your lifeishid with Christ in God.”

We are joined “One Spirit” with the LORD (1 Cor. 6:17). The very life of God the Father
flowsthrough the Son, and through al whoarein Christ. We ae branches of the True Vine (which
is Jesus Himself) (John 151-8). Jesusisthe Vine andwe aethe branches. The samelife that flows
through the Vineflowsthrough the branches. It’ sthe samelifethat isin the Father, that isin the Son,
that isin thaose who are born again into the family of God.

Jesussaid,”...becausel live, yeshall livealso” (John 1419). Thismeans, aslongaswe ae
“in Christ,” the samelifethat isin Jesus, isin us.

The Incorr uptible Sed

In 1 Peter 1:23it says, “ Being born agan, not of corr uptible seed, but of incorr uptible,
by theword of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.” ThisistheWord of God.Christiansneed
to uncderstand the Word of God concerning our new birth in Christ.

Wecan easlly understandthe “incorr uptible seed,” by understanding why Godcdledit “a
seal.” Thewords“incorr uptiblesead,” aresymbali cwords. They arewordsthat describewhat God
istalking abou.

A “sed’ contains all that it takesto produce ancther plant exadly the same asthe plant that
produced the seed. Contained in a seed is a @mplete new plant, which can grow and mature into
another plant exadly the same asthe plant that produced that seed. When the plant ismature, it also
will produce more sedls, exadly like itself, which will then grow and produce more plants and
sedls.

Look at what Jesus said in John 151, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the
husbandman.” Then in verses four and five, Jesus sid, “Abide in me, and | in you. As the
branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abidein thevine; no more can ye, except ye abide
in me...l am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and | in him, the same
bringeth forth much fruit: for without meye an do nothing.”

The sourceof thelife of the vine ammesfrom theroat of the vine. Thelife of the vine flows
from theroat through the vine into the branches. The branches producethe fruit that produces more
sedls, that when planted, produce more vines with branches that produce more fruit.

Thelife of the vineis dependant upontheroats. Thelife of the branchesis dependant upon
the vine. The fruit of the branches is dependant uponthe vine and the roct.

Therefore, the sead o the new birthis*the Word of God.” To understand what isin “the
incorr uptibleseead,” we must understand“what isthe Word of God?” TheWord of Godistwofold
in nature.

First, the Word of Godis God Himself contained in HisWord. In John 11 it says, “In the
beginningwastheWord, and the Word waswith God, and the Word was God.” TheWord of
GodandGodareone. In 1John 57 it says, “ For there are threethat bear record in heaven, the
Father,theWord, and theHoly Ghost: and thesethreeare one.” Y oucanna separatethe Word
from God. Being that the Word of God and God are one, he who has the Word of God abiding in
him, has God abiding in him. Y oucanna havethe Word of God abiding in youwithou having God
abiding in you. Therefore, John 11 is gedking of Jesus, the Son of God who is also the Word of
God (John 12,14).
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Seoondy, theWord of Godis*spirit,” andit producesand sustainseternal life. In John 663,
Jesussaid, “ It isthe spirit that quickeneth; theflesh profiteth nothing: thewordsthat | speak
unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.” The Words that Jesus edks “are spirit and they
are life.” Jesusisthe Word of God, andthe Words He spe&s are spirit andthey arelifeto all who
recave them.

John 14 says, “In him waslife; and the life wasthe light of men.” The very life of God
wasin Jesuswhen He spokethosewordsin John 663, 1419.When wereceve Jesusinto ou lives,
wereceavethe “living Word o God’ into ou spirit and we have @ernal life dwelling in ou spirit.

Oncewe aeborn again of the incorruptible Word of God, we maintain ou eternal life by
living onthe Word of God. Our new lifein Christ Jesus matures by living onthe Word of God. In
Matthew 4:4, Jesus said, “ It iswritten, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word
that procealeth out of themouth of God.” Manisathreepart being. One part isthephysicd body
of man. The physicd body doeslive by “bread,” which means physicd food.But, the spiritual part
of man “lives by evey Word that proceeal out of the mouth of God.” Welivein the new birth by
the Word of God--twofold, by God dwelling in us by His Word, and continualy being feed the
written Word o God (the Words that are spirit and life) (John 663).

God sWord iseternal. God and HisWord are One. God sWord canna fail to producethat
which God sent it to produce This is mething that very few Christians understand. Mainly,
because they operate from their natural mind rather than from their spirit. They believe the words
of men, rather than the Word of God.

If Christians “abidein Jesus,” and“HisWord abidesin them,” they canna losetheir eternal
life. ThisisGod s promiseto thasewhoareborn again. Jesus said in John 154, “ Abidein me, and
I in you. Asthe branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abidein thevine; no more can ye,
except ye abidein me.”

The diff erencebetween abiding in Jesus, or nat abiding in Jesus, isupto theindividual, na
up to God? We make the chaiceif we aide in Jesus or not?

What is Jesus talking about when He says, “ Abidein me?” Jesusisthe Word of God. To
abide in Jesus we must abide in the Word of God. Thase who do nd abide in the Word of God will
not have the Word of God flowing through then.

Thisisall explained symbdlicdly in Revelation 221,2, which says,

And he shewed mea pure river of water of life, clear ascrystal, proceealing aut of the

throne of God and of the Lamb.

Inthe midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, wastherethetreeof life,

which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and theleaves

of thetreewerefor the healing o the nations.
Theword “water” in these versesis ymbalic of “the Word of God.” The Apostle John wsed the
Greek word “huda” symbdlicdly many times in the Gospel of Johnandin his Epistles aswell as
herein Revelation 221,2.Therefore, the Word of Godflows from the T hr one (the Father), through
the Lamb (the Son) into the Branches (born again Christians). This same Word of God produces
L eaves (outward signs) of thelife that isin the Vine, and in the Branches, for the healing of the
nations.

Now look at what Jesus sid in John 156, “1f a man abide not in me, heiscast forth as
a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are
burned.” If we do nd abide in Jesus (the Word), we can be cat forth, like abranch is cast into a
fire and buned.
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Remember what Jesus sid in John 651,“1 am theliving bread which came down from
heaven: if any man eat of thisbread, he shall li vefor ever: and the bread that | will giveismy
flesh, which | will givefor thelife of the world.” Jesusisthe Word of God. Jesusis the living
bread that came down from heaven. In John 653,54Jesus said,

Verily, verily, | say unto you, Except ye et theflesh of the Son of man, and drink his

blood, ye haveno lifein you.

Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and | will raise him

up at thelast day.

Our eternd lifeisdependant uponthe Word of God,whichisJesusChrist. Aswe consumeHisflesh
and His blood (the Word of God), we maintain ou eternal life “in Christ.”

What happens if we do nd abide in Jesus (the Word)? The very life of God that isin the
Word stops flowing from our spirit and we become withered (dry-like in a desert), and nofruit or
leaves are produced onthe branches. The branches die (of starvation) with nolife of the Vine
flowing through them. When this happens, men gather us up and cast usinto the fire (what we say
andwhat we do nolonger agrees with thewritten Word of God). We beamme gathered among those
who have departed from the faith, and tead false doctrines (1 Tim. 4:1).

Thisis very important to understand, for our names can be taken ou of the book d life.
Revelation3:5, says, “ Hethat overcometh, thesameshall be dothed in white raiment; and | will
not blot out hisname out of thebook of life, but | will confesshisnamebefore my Father, and
before hisangels.” Revelation 2219 says, “ And if any man shall take away from the wor ds of
thebook of thisprophegy, God shall take away hispart out of thebook of life, and out of the
holy city, and from the things which are written in thisbook.” That could be worse than if we
had na known “the Way, the Truth, and the Life’ (John 146). Revelation 217,8 says,

Hethat overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my

son.

But the fearful, and unbeélieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and

whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all li ars, shall havetheir part in the

lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which isthe seand death.

Even though we ae born again o “incorr uptible Sead,” which is the Word of God, and
have the very life of Godin us (in ou spirit) we must continue in the Word of God, in the Words
of Jesus. Jesus sid in John 831,32,“1f ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples
indeeal...And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” Our eterna lifeis
dependant uponthe Word of God and onGod's Son, Christ Jesus. We must abide in Him.

Departing from theWordisnot agood paitionto bein (cast out, for not abidingintheWord
of God). Yet, Godisgredaer than man, and Godis greder than the devil . Godis nat willi ng that any
shoud perish. Therefore, Godwill doall He can to keg us unto eterna lifein heaven.

God has many ways to help us and keep us unto eterndl life in heaven. Therefore, it is
important that wedo nd hinder Godfromworking in ou livesby not understanding spiritual things.

Spiritual things are nat understood Ly the natural man. The natural man is that which was
born of the flesh, before we were born again of the Spirit and the Word. If we trust in ou natural
mindto knav what isof God,wewill easily bedeceved. Wemust leantolistento ou spirit (where
God dwvells) to knaw thingsin the Spirit.

We must nat let the teadings of men hinder usin ou life here on eath. The Word of God
istrue, andtheHoly Spirit will bea witnesswiththeWord. Jesus said, “ Beausel liveyeshall li ve
also...” In 1 John 32 it says, “ Beloved, now are wethe sons of God, and it doth not yet appear
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what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall belike him; for we shall
seehim asheis.” Eternd lifeisnot alifethat we will recave when we get to heaven. Oncewe ae
born again of the Word of God (1 Peter 1:23), and the Spirit of God (John 36), we already have
eternal life aidingin us. We aetruly children of God, even though we may nat totall y understand
eternd life.

Even a diild, when it isfirst born into thisworld dces nat totally understand retural lifein
theflesh. It takesyeas of teating andtraining a dhild before that child becomesamature alult. So
it isin the spirit. We must be taught by God to know the things pertaining to God and spiritual life
in Christ Jesus. Jesus, quding the Old Testament Scriptures said in John 645,“ [t iswritten in the
prophets, And they shall beall taught of God. Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath
lear ned of the Father, cometh unto me.”

Men who tead things from the Bible withou the help of the Holy Spirit get deceved and
deceve many who believe what they say. We must get our information from the Holy Spirit within
us. In 1John 227it says, “ But theanointing which ye have receved of him abideth in you, and
yenedd not that any man teach you: but asthe same anointing teacheth you of all things, and
istruth, and isnolie, and even asit hath taught you, ye shall abidein him.” Wemust abidein
the Word of God and the Holy Spirit (which isthe anainting within us).

In 1 Corinthians 2:12it says, “ Now we have receved, not the spirit of theworld, but the
spirit which isof God; that we might know thethingsthat are freely given tousof God.” The
Holy Spirit isgiven to usthat we might know the things of God. Therefore, it saysin 1 Corinthians
2:13,14,

Which thingsalso we speak, not in thewor dswhich man'swisdom teacheth, but which

the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual thingswith spiritual.

But the natural man receaveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are

fodlishnessuntohim: neither can heknow them, becausethey are spiritually discerned.
Many havetried to tead from the Bible (what they believe), withou first recaving it from the Holy
Spirit. Their teadingsdo nd agreewiththeWord of God,andthey become deceved. Wemust have
“revelation d the Word of God, from the Holy Spirit,” otherwise we will only have information
acording to the natural man. The natural man dces not have spiritual discernment of the Word of
God.

If we listen orly to ou natural mind, we will not have “revelation.” But if we listen to our
spirit, the Holy Spirit will give us understanding by “revelation.” Revelationisimportant, withou
it we can easlly be led astray by other spirits.
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UNDERSTANDING THE
NEW TESTAMENT

The words “New Testament” mean “New Covenant.” When Jesus came into this world as
theSon d Man, banintheflesh (of Mary) andthe Holy Spirit, He canethat we might have derna
life. There ae multitudes of things Jesus came to do,when He came into the world as the Son of
God and the Son d Man.

Asthe Son d God, Jesuswas dwayswith the Father from the beginning. Jesusiscdled “the
Word of God’ inJohn 11,2.By Jesus' coming into thisworld “according to the Word of God,” He
becane the manifestation d the Word of God in the flesh (John 114).

Everything that manifests in the natural had its beginning in the spiritual. Everything that
happens in this credion is dependant uponthe Son of God, and the Holy Spirit bringing into
manifestationthat whichistheWord of God. The Father, the Son,andtheHoly Spirit work together,
never separate of ead ather. Whatsoever isdetermined by the Father iscaried ou by the Word (the
Son) and krought into manifestation by the Holy Spirit.

The Word of God always goes forth before the Holy Spirit causes the manifestation. The
Holy Spirit never works outside of the Word of God. In John 1613-15 Jesus sid,

Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guideyou into al truth: for he

shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever heshall hear, that shall hespeak: and hewill

shew you thingsto come.

Heshall glorify me: for he shall receve of mine, and shall shew it unto you.

All thingsthat the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine,

and shall shew it unto yau.

The Holy Spirit carries out the will of God acarding to the Word of God. The Holy Spirit never
goes outside of theWord of Godto doHiswill . The Holy Spirit manifeststhe “reign of God’ onthis
eath, acording to the will of God the Father (which isreveded in the written Word of God).

Everything Jesusdid, He did acording to thewill of Godthe Father. Hewaswith the Father
from the beginning. This whole world was creaed by Him and for Him. Colossans 1:16,17says,

For by him wereall thingscreated, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visibleand

invisible, whether they bethrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things

were created by him, and for him:

And heisbefore all things, and by him all things consist.

John1:3tellsus, “ All thingswere made by him; and without him was not any thing madethat
wasmade.” At the gopanted time, Jesus becanethe Son d Man, ban of awoman and d the Holy
Spirit. Therefore, in John 110it tellsus, “Hewasin theworld, and theworld was made by him,
and theworld knew him not.”

It would take abookthe size of the Bible to tell us everything we shoud knawv about Jesus
and God. We nedl the womplete Bible from Genesis through Revelation to get the wisdom,
knowledge, and unabrstanding of what God wants usto know.

Although, we @uld start learning by what Jesus taught and dd. In Mark 1:14,15it says,

Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galil ee preaching the gospel

of the kingdom of God,

And saying, Thetimeisfulfilled, and the kingdom of God isat hand: repent ye, and

believe the gospel.

Much of what Jesus taught was naot taught in the Old Testament. Jesus was teading the New
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Covenant, which is ded with His blood.

The Jews, at the time of Jesus thought they were doing the will of God ac@rding to their
covenant. Inmany places, they did na understandthe Old Covenant, neither did they understandthe
New Covenant that Jesus was teading.

Therefore, Jesus sid, “ Thetimeisfulfill ed, and the kingdom of God isat hand: repent
ye, and believethe gospel” (Mark 1:15). Repent means “change.” The “kingdom of God’ means
“thereign of God.” By “thereign of God’ it is ge&king of God, the Holy Spirit, reigning or having
power and authority to leal, guide, comfort, help, and tead us from within ou spirit. Once
Christians truly understand this, their whole lives will change for the better.

What the Jews could na understand, and many Christians today do not understand is that
Jesuswas sying, “it istimeto let the Holy Spirit have mmplete control in ou lives.” Let the Holy
Spirit reign acoording to the will of God the Father.

The Jews only understood the prophedes of the Old Testament acording to their human
mindandreasoning. They knew that the Messah would come athe Son d David. King David was
aking over thetribesof Israd. David reigned from theking' spalace using natural wegporsto defea
natural people and seaure his kingdom. The Jews were looking for a Messah that would reign in
Jerusalem like King David reigned. They wanted to be freeof the Roman Empire over them.

Jesussaid, “change, and kelievethegood rews,” Godwantstoreignin ou livesfromwithin
us. In Luke 17:20,21it says,

And when hewas demanded of the Pharisees, when thekingdom of God should come,

he answered them and said, The kingdom of God cometh not with observation:

Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lothere! for, behold, the kingdom of God iswithin

you.

Too often Christians think like the Jews thought, a kingdom where aKing reigns from a palacein
Jerusalem. Many Christians are looking for Jesusto return and reign like Kind David reigned badk
in the Old Testament.

Thereign of Godis from within ou spirit where the fulnessof the Godhead dwells (Col.
2:9,10. When Jesus walked onthis eath, the full nessof the Godhead wasin Him. The Father was
in Him doing the works (John 1410). He wasfill ed with the Holy Spirit from the day that the Holy
Spirit came uponHim, foll owing His baptism in water by Johnthe Baptist (Matt. 3:16,Mark 1:10,
Luke 3:22,John 132,33.

TheHoly Spirit reigned in Jesus' life s He went abou teading, ministering, and dang the
works of God. TheHoly Spirit brought to passtheWord of Godacarding to the Words Jesus goke.
When Jesus said to evil spirits “come out,” the Holy Spirit caused them to leave. Jesus said in
Matthew 1228 if | cast out devilsby the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God iscomeunto
you.” It wasthe Holy Spirit reigning in Jesus, that cast the devil sout. Jesus sid, “ the kingdom of
God iswithin you” (Luke 17:21).

Jesus said in John 1412, “Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that believeth on me, the
worksthat | do shall hedo aso; and greater worksthan these shall he do; because| gounto
my Father.” When Jesus went to the Father, He sent the Holy Spirit to dwell i nthose who kelieved
on Him. With the Holy Spirit in us, we can dothe same works that Jesus did. But, we must do the
works the same way Jesus did the works. Jesus said, “ Believest thou not that | am in the Father,
and the Father in me? thewordsthat | speak unto you | speak not of myself: but the Father
that dwelleth in me, he doeth theworks’ (John 1410).

The kingdom of Godis“thereign of God’ within us. When Godthe Holy Spirit reignsfrom
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within us, Satan has nothing on ws. Every demon must bow to the name of Jesus (Luke 10:17-19).
When Godreignsin ou lives, Satan is defeaed by the “reign of God, the Holy Spirit within us.”

Too many Christianstoday are still i ke the Jews at the time of Jesus. They are looking for
all the material things they can get to serve God. They think the more material things they have the
better they can dothe work of the ministry.

Jesus was tting an example of how to dothe work of the ministry. He didn't look for
material things. He recaved His instructions and His ability from within His sirit. God was
dwelling in Jesus spirit, giving Him all the information and al the power He needed to do
whatsoever Godwanted Him to do.The kingdom of Godwaswithin Jesus. Therefore, Jesusdid al
things acording to the will of God the Father. He head from the Father from within His Spirit.
When He needed anything, He waited urtil the Father showed Him how to oltain whatsoever He
needed.

Matthew 17:24 says, “And when they were cme to Capernaum, they that receved
tribute money came to Peter, and said, Doth not your master pay tribute?” Jesus, knew that
they came to Peter asking for tribute money, therefore it tells us,

And when he was come into the house, Jesus prevented him, saying, What thinkest

thou, Simon? of whom do thekings of the earth take austom or tribute? of their own

children, or of strangers?”

Peter saith unto him, Of strangers. Jesus sith unto him, Then are the dildren free.

Notwithstanding, lest we should off end them, gothou to the sea, and cast an hook, and

takeup thefish that first cometh up; and when thou hast opened hismouth, thou shalt

find a pieceof money: that take, and give unto them for me and thee(Matt. 17:25-27).
Jesus had head from God from within Himself. The answer Jesus gave Peter was not aceording to
the way theworld daesthings. In the Kingdom of Godwe ae not limited to the way the world dces
things. God has ways that the world daes nat know abou.

JESUS

When Jesus was in thisworld as the Son d Man, He knew who He was and why He was
here. Jesus was not ignorant of His past with His Father in heaven. In John 175, Jesus was praying
to the Father when He said, “ And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the
glory which | had with theebefore theworld was.” Jesus always knew who He was and why He
cameinto thisworld.

Even the demonsknew who Jesuswas. In Mark 1:24there wasaman in the Synagogue who
had an urclean spirit. The spirit cried ou, “ Saying, “ L et usalone; what haveweto do with thee
thou Jesusof Nazareth? art thou cometo destroy us? | know theewhothou art, theHoly One
of God.”

Jesus always knew who He was and why He camne into this world. Even when He stood
before Pilate, it tellsusin John 18:37, “ Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then?
Jesus answered, Thou sayest that | am aking. Tothisend was I born, and for thiscause ame
| into the world, that | should bear witnessunto the truth. Every one that is of the truth
heareth my voice”

We must not be deceved by the teadings of men. JesusiswhoHe said Heis. Heisthe Son
of God, the LORD, and Christ. The Son d God meaning “He cane forth from the Father, with the
very life of God the Father flowing in Him and through Him.” The LORD, meaning “supremein
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authority.” Christ, meaning “the anointed One,” or “the Messah.”

If people would study the gospels and believe what Jesus said, their lives would be totally
different from thase of thisworld. Thereisatotal differencebetween lifeintheflesh andlifeinthe
Spirit. Thelifeinthefleshiscdled “psuche,” aliving soul in abody of flesh and bores. Lifein the
Spirit iscdled “zoe,” the very life of God,in Christ Jesus, living in us and through Ls.

InJohn 1225, Jesus said, “ Hethat loveth hislife(psuche) shall | oseit; and hethat hateth
hislife (psuche) in thisworld shall keep it unto life (zoe) eternal.” In Matthew 6:24, Jesus said,
“No man can servetwo masters:. for either hewill hatethe one, and lovetheother; or else he
will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye @annot serve God and mammon.” We caina
serve God whil e walking after the flesh. We caana serve God dang things the way theworld daes
things. If we aeto serve God,we must serve Him from our spirit, na our natural mind. The Apostle
Paul said in Romans 1.9, “ For God is my withess whom | servewith my spirit in the gospel of
hisSon...”

When we get to know God in ou spirit, then the Holy Spirit can work through usto dothe
will of Godin ou lives. The Holy Spirit can use us to read athers for Jesus. “The ares of this
world, and thedecetfulnessof riches, and thelustsof other things,” will not“choketheword,
and it becometh unfruitful” (Mark 4:19).

Jesus did na let the world or the caes of thisworld take His attention df of why He cane
into thisworld. Jesus knew what to do,that Satan would have nathing on Him. Foll owing are some
of the statements that Jesus made concerning Himself.

| can of mine own self do nothing: as | hear, | judge: and my judgment isjust; because

| see&k not mine own will, but thewill of the Father which hath sent me (John 530).

Jesus sith unto them, My meat isto do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his

work (John 434).

For | camedown from heaven, not to do mineown will , but thewill of him that sent me

(John 638).

Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, | say unto you, The Son can

donothing of himself, but what heseeh the Father do: for what things ever hedoeth,

these also doeth the Son likewise (John 519).

Yejudgeafter theflesh; | judgeno man... And yet if | judge, my judgment istrue: for

| am not alone, but | and the Father that sent me (John 815,19.

Then said Jesusunto them, When ye havelifted up the Son of man, then shall yeknow

that | am he, and that | do nothing of myself; but asmy Father hath taught me, | speak

these things (John 828).

For | have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a

commandment, what | should say, and what | should speak (John 1249).

Believest thou not that | amin theFather, and theFatherin me?thewordsthat | speak

unto you | speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth theworks

(John 1410).

These, andmany other statementswere made by Jesus, signifying how Hedid thewill of God.These
shoud also be our guides asto haw to dothe will of Godin ou lives. Withou Jesus, we can do
nothing of any value in ou lives. We must learn from Jesus, how to livein thisworld, and dothe
will of God the Father.

Wecanlean haw tolivein thisworld from Jesus, Wholived Hislife acording to the Word
of God. Jesusisour example, for Hewas* One Spirit” with the Father, andHe dso was“Man inthe

18



flesh.” Thisisour positiontoday in thisworld. If we ae born again, then we ae “onewith Godin
the spirit,” and also “man in the flesh.”
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LOOKING AT JESUS

Jesus was born in the flesh as the Son d Man. Jesus' mother was Mary, avirgin wholived
in Nazareth of Galilee Mary was espoused (engaged to be married), to a man whase name was
Joseph (whoalso was of thetribe of Judea(Judah), of the descendantsof King David). Jesus’ Father
was God (He was born o the Holy Spirit). SeeLuke 1:26-35.

Jesus was always the Son d God, even from the beginning of eternity. Yet, asaManinthe
flesh, Herelied uponGodfor everything. Hetrusted in the Word of Godin every areaof Hislifeon
eath. He obeyed God the Father perfedly. He was led by the Holy Spirit in everything He did.
Therefore, He was withou sin, and lived arighteous life, even urto His deah uponthe Cross of
Calvary.

AsaMan, Jesus did na do anything that you and | canna do, if we follow His example.
Jesus maintained Hisrelationship andfell owship with God from His childhood on upAt the age of
twelve, it was important to Jesus that He be a&out His Father’s business(Luke 2:42-52). In Luke
2:49, Jesus said to His mother and stepfather, “How isit that ye sought me? wist ye not that |
must be about my Father's business?” Jesus lived His life here on eath “doing His Father's
business” Luke 2:52tellsus, “ And Jesusincreased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with
God and man.”

As Christians, we also must walk the way Jesus walked, and become foll owers of Jesusin
all areas of our lives. Wemust trust totally uponGod and the leading of the Holy Spirit in our lives.

Romans 122 says, “be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that yemay provewhat isthat goad, and acceptable, and perfed, will
of God.” Jesus was not conformed to this world. He controlled His thoughts to bring them into
agreament with the Word of God, nd the words of men.

Jesus was never moved by circumstances, or presaure from others (or even Satan and his
demons). Jesus obeyed the Word of Godin every areaof Hislife here on eath. The Word of God
was Jesus sourcein every areaof His life. Jesus lived by the Word of God, nd by the world's
system.

What Jesus did isno dfferent than what Christians can doif they do as Jesus did. In Jesus
life here on eath, He did orly the will of God the Father, He never did His own will of the flesh.
Jesus set an examplefor al whowill follow Him. Jesusdid na doanything that any Christian could
nat do.Everything that Jesusdid, we can doalso (if weobey theWord of God,andtrust in God orly,
not in the flesh).

Jesus knew the Word of God. Jesus knew God the Father as Histrue Father. Jesus knew the
leading of the Holy Spirit in every areaof Hislife here on eath. Jesuswas nat “conformed” to this
world (the world's g/stem did na control how Jesus lived, a how Jesus did things). When Jesus
needed to feed five-thousand men, besides women and children, He did nd raise money to buy the
food. Jesus took a few loves of bread and a few fish, “gave thanks, looking up to heaven, he
blessd them, and brake, and gaveto the disciplesto set before the multitude.” (Matt. 1419,
Mark 6:41,Luke 9:16,John 611).

Many Christians today are so conformed to this world, kelieving the only way they know,
doing thingsisthe way the world dcesthings. God, who creaed thisworld and al thingswithinis
well ableto suppy all that we have need of (if we will follow Jesus and doas Jesus did).

There are two systems operating in thisworld today. Thereistheworld’'s g/stem and God's
system. We dhocse which system we will operate by. We can choose life or deah, heaven o hell,
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it'sall upto ead individua personto chocse for themselves.

The first choice we must make is to choose Jesus Christ as our LORD and Savior. Then
choacse to follow Him by leaning and obeying the Word of God, by the leading of the Holy Spirit
from within us. We must continue to grow up from being a child of God, to beaoming son's of God
whoareled by theHoly Spirit (Rom. 8:14). Godmust becomethe sourceof everything we have need
of inthislife andin eternity forever. We caand serve two masters...

Jesus obeyed the Father in everything He did. In Matthew 14:22-33 we have the acourt of
Jesus' obedienceto the Father foll owing the feading of the five-thousand. Jesus sent His disciples
off to go aaossthe Seaof Galil eeto Gennesaret. Then Jesuswent upinto amourtain to pray. Jesus
prayed urtil the fourth watch of the night. Then Jesus came to His disciples walking on the water.

When we obey the Father by the leading of the Holy Spirit, the natural things of thisworld
must give way to the supernatural ability of God. There is no limit to what God can do,when we
obey HisWord. Jesuswasaman, in aphysicd body of flesh and bores. Jesus walked onthe water.
The wind and the sea ©uld na overtake Jesus as He walked out to His disciples.

When His disciples sw Him walking on the water, they thought they had seen a spirit, but
Jesuscomforted them, saying, “ Be of goad cheer; itis |; benot afraid” (Matt. 14:27). Then* Peter
answered him and said, Lord, if it bethou, bid me mmeuntotheeon thewater” (Matt. 14:28).
Peter also walked onthe water, urtil helet hismind cause dould to arisein him. Jesus said to Peter,
“O thou of littlefaith, wherefore didst thou doubt?” (Matt. 1431).

Jesus was teating His disciples “faith!” The whole New Covenant is based upon“faith.”
It tellsus, “...it iswritten, The just shall live by faith” (Rom. 1:17). In Hebrews 10:38 it says,
“Now thejust shall li ve by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall haveno pleasure in
him.” Jesuspleased God by “living by faith.” AsChristians, we must leanto please God by living
and walking by faith, na by sight (1 Cor. 5.7).

Jesusisthe Truth (John 146). Jesusis God with the Father andthe Holy Spirit. God cannat
lie (Titus1:2). Jesus said in John 1412, Verily, verily, | say unto you, Hethat believeth on me,
theworksthat | do shall he do aso; and greater works than these shall he do; because| go
unto my Father.” Jesus didn't do any works that we caanat do, if we will obey the Word of God
and are led by the Holy Spirit.

Y et, we caana walk with Godif we aegoing to continueto be conformed to thisworld. We
cannd serve two masters....

Looknat to what man can do, bu lookto Godfor what He can do.Jesus said, “thekingdom
of God iswithinyou...” If youareborn again, then Godisyour Father (your sourcefor everything).
If you are baptized in the Holy Spirit then you have the same Holy Spirit in you that was in Jesus.
If youlove Him, then obey Him in everything you doand you too will walk as Jesus walked.
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TEACHING HISDISCIPLES

We could say, Jesus was “a faith teader.” He was always teating His disciples faith. In
Matthew 9:35,36it says,

And Jesus went about all the dties and vill ages, teaching in their synagogues, and

preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sicknessand every disease

among the people.

But when hesaw the multitudes, hewasmoved with compasson on them, becausethey

fainted, and were scattered abroad, as 1eg having no shepherd.

Jesus was teading faith. He was “ preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every
sicknessand every disease among the people.”

Thenin Matthew 10:1 it says, “ And when hehad called unto him histwelvedisciples, he
gavethem power aganst unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness
and all manner of disease.” Remember, Jesus did only the will of His Father (John 519, 638).
When Jesus snt these twelve out, He sent them out to dothe will of God the Father.

Isn’tit interesting that these twelve were not born again. They were not baptized in the Holy
Spirit. Y et, Jesus ent them out, saying to them,

And asye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven isat hand.

Heal thesick, cleansethelepers, raisethedead, cast out devil s: freely yehave receved,

freely give.

Provide neither gad, nor silver, nor brassin your purses,

Nor scrip for your journey, neither two coats, neither shoes, nor yet staves: for the

workman isworthy of his meat.

And into whatsoever city or town yeshall enter, enquire whoin it isworthy; and there

abidetill yegothence(Mt 10:7-11).

Thiswas not the only time Jesus snt Hisdisciplesout. In Luke 9:1,2it seansto be speing of the
same acourt. It says,

Then he @lled histwelve disciplestogether, and gave them power and authority over

all devils, and to cure diseases.

And he sent them to preach the kingdom of God, and to heal the sick.

Did you roticethat in Matthew it says, Jesus sid, “as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of
heaven isat hand” (Matt. 10.7). In Luke 10:2 it says, “ he sent them to preach the kingdom of
God, and to heal thesick.” Thekingdom of hearen andthe kingdom of God are the same. It is dill
thework of the Holy Spirit carrying out the will of God the Father by confirming the Word of God.

InLuke10:1it says, “ After thesethingstheL ord appointed other seventy also, and sent
them two and two before hisfaceinto every city and place, whither he himself would come.”
Look aso at what Jesus told them to do.Jesus sid,

Carry neither purse, nor scrip, nor shoes. and salute no man by the way.

And into whatsoever house ye enter, first say, Peacebe to this house (Luke 10:4,5).
Thenin Luke 10:8,9, Jesus also said to these seventy,

And into whatsoever city ye enter, and they receve you, eat such things as are set

before you:

And heal the sick that are therein, and say unto them, The kingdom of God is come

nigh unto you.

Now lookat what it saysin Luke10:17,“ And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, L ord,
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even thedevilsare subjed unto usthrough thy name.” Did you knaw that these disciples were
not barn again. They were not baptized in the Holy Spirit. Y et, the devil s were subjed to them in
Jesus' name.

Shoud it be aything lessfor those who are born again and beptized in the Holy Spirit?
Shoud na Christians today do the same works that the disciples did before Jesus died and arose
again from the dead?

Now lookat what it saysinLuke22:35.“ And hesaid untothem, When | sent you without
purse, and scrip, and shoes, lacked ye any thing? And they said, Nothing.”

Jesus was teading faith. When His disciples believed and dd what Jesus taught them it
worked. Even the devil s were subjed to them in Jesus' name. They went and dd what Jesus told
them to do,and when they did they ladked nahing.

Godisfaithful. Godcanna lie. If wedowhat Jesus sidto do,it will work for usalso. These
discipleswere not born again, they were not baptized in the Holy Spirit, yet they obeyed the LORD
and even the devil s were subjed to them in His name.

Jesuswasteading Hisdisciplefaith, yet in Matthew 17:14-21they could nd cast out aded
and dumb spirit from a dnild. It saysin Matthew 17:19-21,

Then camethedisciplesto Jesus apart, and said, Why could not we ast him out?

And Jesus said unto them, Becuse of your unbelief: for verily | say unto yau, If ye

have faith asa grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence

to yonder place and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossble unto you.

Howbeit thiskind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting.

Why couldn’t those disciples cast out that ded and dumb spirit? Jesus said, “Becuse of your
unbelief...” Their problem was not the ded and dumb spirit in the child. Their problem was “their
unbélief.” They didn't need alot of faith. What they needed wasto overcometheir “ unbelief.” Jesus
said,theway to overcome* unbelief” isby “ prayer and fasting.” Jude 1:20says, “ But ye, beloved,
building up your selves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost.”

What about Christians today? Why are not Christians today doing what thaose disciples of
Jesus were doing? What isthe reason so many Christians today are not walking in faith? “ Because
of their doult and unlelief.”

If wewould let Jesustead usfaith, thereisnothingimpaossblefor thasewho believe. Jesus
said to the man whose son hed a ded and dumb spirit, “1f thou canst believe, al things are
posgbleto him that believeth” (Mark 9:23).

Many Christians today have beaome so educaed by the teadings of men that they missed
what the Bible teates concerning faith. Most of the preaders today do nd know how to listen to
thelir spirit, so they operate from their mind. They hea someone dsetead something andthey tead
the same & they head athers tead. There is very littl e understanding of what the Holy Spirit is
teading, confirming the Word with signs foll owing.

Let’'stakealook at faith.

What isfaith, wheredoesit comefrom?In Romans 10:17 it says, “ Sothen faith cometh by
hearing, and hearing by theword (rhema) of God.” Theword “rhema” means“an uterance” An
“utterance”is smethingyou hea, na alwayswithyour physicd eas, bu it is smethingthat is said,
andyou hea it. Thisutterance @mes from the Holy Spirit, bringing forth the true Word of Godto
those who can hea the utterance of the Spirit of God.
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We must understand that the written Word is very important in the lives of Christians.
Withou the written Word we would have no testimony of Jesus, and what He has dore for us.
Romans 10:14 says, “How then shall they call on him in whom they havenot believed? and how
shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a
preacher?” We must have the written Word of God to knav what God has dore for us through
Jesus Christ His Son.In 1John 510,11it says,

Hethat believeth on the Son of God hath the witnessin himself: he that believeth not

God hath made him a liar; because he believeth not the record that God gawe of his

Son.

And thisisthe record, that God hath given to useternal life, and thislifeisin his Son.
The reoord that God hes given usis Hiswritten Word. If we do nd believe the written Word, faith
canna come. God daes not give faith to those who do no believe that Heis God (Heb. 116). The
testimony of what Jesus has done for usisin the written Word of God. Those who do nd believe
the written Word of God will not benefit from all that Jesus has dore for us.

But faith does not come from the written Word of God, it comes from God. It comes when
the Holy Spirit beas witnesswith the written Word of God. If the Holy Spirit doesnat bea witness
withthewritten Word of Godin anindividua’slife, then thewritten Word of Godisof nore-effed
inthat situation. Not that the personisnaot aborn again Christian. For there ae many hindrancesin
the spiritual redm that prevent Christians from receving the “rhema” from the Holy Spirit.

Faith comes from God. In Romans 12:3 it says, “ For | say, through the gracegiven unto
me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to
think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.”
Sofathisgivento every Christian. Every Christian hasreceved ameasure of faith to dothat which
the LORD hascdled them to do,whether it be prophecy, or ministering, or teading, or exhortation,
or whatsoever the LORD has cdled them to do. Faith is given to ead ore individualy to do
whatsoever the LORD has cdled them to do.Thisdoes hat mean, every person hesfaith. It means,
“every Christian” has faith given to them to dowhat the LORD has cdled them to do.

InJude 1:3 it says, “ Beloved, when | gaveall diligencetowriteunto you of the common
salvation, it was nealful for me to write unto yau, and exhort you that ye should earnestly
contend for thefaith which wasoncedelivered unto the saints.” Hereit tell susthat “faith was
delivered tothesaints.” It isvery possblethat Judeistalking abou the twelve disciples, and then
a so the seventy that Jesus sent out in Matthew 10 and Luke 9 and 10.These saints had faith.

It tellsusin Matthew 10:1, “ And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he
gave them power aganst unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness
and all manner of disease.” When it says “he gave them power.” It could very well bethat it is
spe&ing of the LORD giving them faith. For it takes “faith” to please God. When God is pleased,
He rewards us by manifesting that which we have faith for. But, what isimportant to understandis
that the faith these saints had “ was deli vered to them.” It was nat something they came up with on
their own, it was given to them by God.

Thenin 2 Thesslonians 3:1,2it says,

Finally, brethren, pray for us, that theword of the L ord may havefree wurse, and be

glorified, even asit iswith you:

And that we may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men: for all men have

not faith.

Unreasonable and wicked men do nad have faith. Christians are not naturaly unreasonable and
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wicked, but there aethosewho are not Christiansthat are unreasonable and wicked. That does nat
mean that Christians canna become unreasonable and wicked at times, urfortunately this does
happen.

So,who hesfaith, andwho daesnat havefaith. Faithisafruit of the Spirit givento everyone
whois born again o the Spirit. Galatians 5:22,23says, “ But the fruit of the Spirit islove, joy,
peace, longsuffering, gentleness goalness faith,.. Meekness temperance aganst such there
isnolaw.” There ae ninefruit of the Spirit given to every born again Christian when they receve
Jesus Christ as LORD and Savior into their lives.

Theword “fruit” inthisverseis gymbalic of something that is produced upona plant after
the plant beaomes mature. Therefore, we do nd always e d nine fruit of the Spirit manifesting
inthelivesof al born again Christians. Many Christianstoday are still babesin Christ andthey are
not manifesting the fruit of the Spirit at thistime in their lives. But that does not mean they do nd
havethefruit of the Spirit withinthem. They receved the “seal, o thefruit” intheir spirit when they
were born again. Now that seed must grow to producethe evidence of the fruit which isin them.

Every person that has recaved Jesus Christ as LORD and Savior has faith. Every person
whom God saw in their heat the desire to obey God hesfaith given to them by God. Before awyone
was born again into the family of God, some men had faith. All the way bad to before the flood
Abel had faith given to m. Enoch had faith given to him. Noah had faith givento him. Then after
the flood, Abraham, Sarah, Isaag Jacob, Joseph, Moses, etc. al had faith given to them by God.
Study the deventh chapter of Hebrews and see @ those listed as having faith.

In contrast to these, let us look at Jacob and Esau, the sons of Isaag the grandsons of
Abraham. Jaaob hed faith, but histwin brother did na havefaith. Why isit Jacob hed faith and Esau
did nat have faith. Hebrews 12:16 tell s us that Esau was a profane person. A profane personisone
“who shows disresped or contempt for saaed things.” God could seeEsau’s heat, and it was not
right before God. Those whase heat is nat turned toward God will not have faith.

Godlooksat theheatsof individuals, andrespondsto them, giving them faith to accomplish
all that God cesires for them to acaomplish. Jeremiah 17:10says, “| the LORD search the heart,
| try the reins, even to gve every man according to hisways, and according to thefruit of his
doings.” Over and ower the Scripturestell how that God seaches the heats of individualsto know
what isin their heat.

When Jesus chose Histwelve disciples, Hedid na doit acording to human understanding.
God, who seachesthe heats of men gave eab o them to Jesusto be Hisdisciples. InJohn 1712
Jesus said, “W hile | was with them in the world, | kept them in thy name: those that thou
gavest me | have kept, and none of them islost, but the son of perdition; that the scripture
might befulfill ed.” Every oneof Jesus’ discipleswere given to Him by the Father, including Judas
Iscariot, that the Scriptures might be fulfill ed.

These disciples had faith, for God hed given them faith to dothat which they were dhosen
to do.Even though they were not born again, they did havefaith given to them. Therefore, we must
understand faith and haw faith works if we ae “to live by faith” (Rom. 1:17, Gal. 3:11, Heb.
10:39).

Faith operates from our spirit, whereas beli eving operates from our mind (which isapart of
our soul). Manisathreepart being. Manisaliving soul, and hesaphysicd body anda spirit given
to him by God. God operates in man from man’s irit. The spirit of man belongsto God and God
controls what happens in the spirit of man. Job 32:8 says, “there is a spirit in man: and the
inspiration of the Almighty giveth them understanding.” Everything God dcesin ou livescomes
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through our spirit, which belongsto God.We ae aliving soul. Our body belongsto us, but our spirit
belongs to God.

When we understandthat faith operatesfrom our spirit, “whenwebelievein ou heat,” then
we can uncerstand haw faith works. In Mark 11:23 Jesus said, “ For verily | say unto you, That
whosoever shall say unto thismountain, Bethou removed, and bethou cast into the sea; and
shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall cometo
pass heshall havewhatsoever hesaith.” Romans10:10says, “ For with theheart man believeth
unto righteousness and with the mouth confesson is made unto salvation.”

Doult and unleli ef operate from our mind,andfaith operates from our spirit. Knowing this
helps usto “walk by faith and not by sight” (2 Cor. 5:7). Faith daes not operate from our mind,
therefore, we must operate acording to theWord of God, nd ac@rding to thethoughtsin our mind.
Godlooks a our heat, then He gives us faith from our spirit. Faith for believing startsfirst in ou
heat (Mark 11:23).

When Christians understand that faith operates from our spirit and nd from our mind, then
they will seemore manifestationsof their faith. Onething that Christians can dothat Jesus' disciples
could nat dois“build uptheir faith, praying in the Spirit.” Only thase who are baptized in the Holy
Spirit with the evidenceof spe&ingintonguescan “pray inthe Spirit.” In Jude 1:20it tell sus, “ But
you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit”
(NKJV).

Thereason praying inthe Spirit can cause usto buld up ou faith isthat when we aepraying
in the Spirit, it is our spirit that does the praying, our mind hes no undrstanding of what we ae
saying. Look at 1 Corinthians 14:14,15,which says,

For if | pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my understanding is

unfruitful.

What isit then? | will praywith thespirit, and | will praywith theunderstanding aso:

I will sing with the spirit, and | will sing with the understanding aso.

Notice thisisnaot talking abou “ speaking in tongues’ whichisaministry gift of the Holy Spirit (1
Cor. 1210,30. Spe&ing in tongues needs an interpretation. Spe&king in tonguesisan operation d
the Holy Spirit, as the Holy Spirit will s.

In 1 Corinthians 14:14,15it istalking abou our personal prayer language, whereby “we ae
in control,” andit is our spirit that does the praying. Therefore, praying in the spirit and faith bah
operatefrom our spirit, na from our mind,wheredoult and unteli ef can hinder our faith. When ou
spirit doesthe praying and nd our mind, Satan canna interfere with ou prayer. When the complete
operation of building up ou faith takesplacein ou spirit and nd our mind,the Holy Spirit can help
us “build up ou faith.”

Be careful when youread 1 Corinthians 14:13 along with 14and 15that you dorit get over
intotryingtointerpret your “ prayinginthe Spirit.” Only “ spegingintongues’ shoud beinterpreted,
“not praying in the spirit.” For, “spe&ing in tongues’ is an operation d “God the Holy Spirit.”
Therefore, “speaking in tongues’ comes by the unction d the Holy Spirit, as the Holy Spirit will s,
not by the will of man. Wheress, “praying in the spirit” is asthe man will s, asthe Holy Spirit helps
us pray (Rom. 826,27.

We must stay with the Word of God, rot the words of men. God can only confirm the
“inspirited Word,” in which the Holy Spirit inspired Himself. When men change the “inspired
Word” to makeit agreewith their ideas and desires, the Holy Spirit hasno part init. The “inspired
Word of God” works al the time, but the teadings and dactrines of men do na work, they only
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hinder God from manifesting.

When Jesus walked onwater, He did na do it acarding to the thoughts in His mind. Jesus
recaved the information from His <irit. Jesus never did anything unless He receved His
informationfrom HisFather. Therefore, Jesuswalked onthe water after receving “rhema” from the
Holy Spirit, from within His soirit. That ishow faith works, God must beinvalved for faith to work.
It must be God swill, na man’swill of the flesh.

This“rhema” in ou spirit can aso be explained as “a knowing, or confidence” We know
in our spirit that God is faithful to bring to passwhatsoever we ae praying for. The Greek word
translated “faith” in the English is "pistis’ meaning "persuasion.” This Greek word comes from a
primary verb "peitha" whichincludes"by aninward certainty.” Faith hasaninward certainty, which
comes from the Holy Spirit in our spirit. It is a pasitive knowing, na a guessin the dark.

God and HisWord are one (John 11,2). When we live in the Word and walk acording to
the Word, the Holy Spirit isin control of everything we do. TheHoly Spirit guides, comforts, leadls,
teades, and helps usin everything we do. The Holy Spirit brings to passthat which He authorized
by giving us “rhema” to dothe works He desires for usto do.

When we asciate the word “faith” with the word “rhema” then we will understand how
faith works. Faith operates from our spirit, na our mind. Faith isalways*“ positive.” Thereisno un
faith. Doult and unleli ef operate from our mind, nd from our spirit. Man, andthe demonic spiritual
redm operate from the minds of people. God oyerates from the spirits of people. Knowing what is
of God andwhat is of the demonic spiritual redm is very helpful when it comes to faith.

Back to Jesusteaching faith

When Jesus sadto Hisdisciplesin Matthew 17:20," If yehavefaith asa grain of mustard
seal,” He was talking abou having “rhema” from the Holy Spirit. When you have “rhema” from
theHoly Spirit inyour spirit, andyou do ndlet doult or unbeli ef control your mind, whatsoever you
say, shall cometo pass

When Jesus sidinJohn 1412,"...theworksthat | doshall hedo adso...” Hewas ge&king
the truth. Jesusis “the Way the Truth, and theLife” (John 146).

Jesuswas nat conformed to thisworld, a theworld's gystem. InMark 11:12-14we aetold
abou when Jesus was coming into Jerusalem from Bethany He saw afig treethat had leaves onit
but nofruit. It saysin Mark 11:14,"J esus answered and said unto it, No man eat fruit of thee
hereafter for ever. And hisdisciplesheard it.” Theway theworld deesthings abou fig treesthat
dona bea fruit is, they dig them up a cut them down. Jesus didn’'t take thetimeto dg it up a cut
it down. Jesus cursed that fig treg spedking words, that caused it to de.

Jesuswas not conformed to thisworld. Jesuswalked in ahigher power, “the power of God”
Jesus knew how to hea from His sirit, what the Father wanted Him to do.Jesus never did anything
unless He first head from His Father. In John 519, Jesus said, “The Son can do nothing of
himself, but what heseeh the Father do: for what things ever hedoeth, these also doeth the
Son likewise.” In John 530 Jesus sid, “1 can of mine own self do nothing: as | hear, | judge:
and my judgment isjust; because | see&k not mine own will, but the will of the Father which
hath sent me.”

InMark 11:20it tell sus, the next morning, “asthey passd by, they saw thefigtreedried
up from the roats.” It didn't take long for that fig treeto die. Already the next morning Jesus
disciples naticed it was dried upfrom the roots. What Jesus did concerning that fig treewas an
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example of what Christianscan doa so, if they aredoing thewill of God andwalking after the Spirit.

Thosewho are amnformed to thisworld do nd know how to beled by the Holy Spirit. They
dona know how towalk inthe power of God. They need theworld’s g/stem to dowhatsoever they
do.

Jesuswas stting an example of what Christians can doif they areled by the Holy Spirit and
obeying the Word of God. After Peter mentioned seang the fig treedried upfrom the roats, Jesus
began to tead on“How to dotheworksHe did.” Jesus said in Mark 11:22,“ Have faith in God.”
Thaosewho orly believeintheworld's s/stemwill only dothingstheway theworld doesthings. But
those who“ Have faith in God,” will do thingsthe way God daes things.

Jesus went on to say, “For verily | say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this
mountain, Bethou removed, and bethou cast intothe sea; and shall not doubt in hisheart, but
shall believethat those things which he saith shall cometo pass he shall have whatsoever he
saith” (Mark 11:23). Thisis not the way the world dces things.

Jesus used the example of even spe&ing to amountain, andit will obey the words that are
spoken. But, we must not forget, before we speak toamourtain, wemust “ Havefaith in God.” We
arenat theoneswhowill t he caisethe mountain to move. God, the Holy Spirit within us, isthe One
that will cause the mourtain to move.

When we do the works that Jesus did, we must do them the same way Jesus did them. Jesus
first head from His Father before He spoke words that caused the manifestation o whatsoever He
said. Faith operatesfrom our spirit, where God dwvell s, na our mindwhere Satan isableto blind s
from the true gospel of the kingdom of God (2 Cor. 4:4).

But the thing that is $ wonderful abou what Jesus was teading is it works every time.
Every time Jesus oke by the anointing of the Holy Spirit, it came to pass Even when He aursed
thefig tree

Jesus didn't stop teadiing onfaith in verse twenty-three Jesusthen said, “ Therefore | say
untoyou, What things sever yedesire, when yepray, believethat ye recevethem, and yeshall
havethem” (Mark 11:24). Jesusthen gave us abetter understanding of faith, by telli ng uswe must
believeit isaready dore beforewewill seethe evidence Thisiswhere most Christiansmissit. Just
because they do nd seethe evidence at the time they spe&k, they let their minds rob them of the
rewards of faith. Remember what it saysin Hebrews 11:6?*... hethat cometh to God must believe
that heis, and that heisarewarder of them that dili gently seek him.” Believing hasalot to do
with faith. If we don't believe the Word of God, God canna help us. God daes nat reward people
whodona believe. That iswhy doult and untelief can stop faith. We must control the thoughtsin
our minds  that doult and unlelief canna hinder our faith.

Badk in Mark 11:12-14, ndicethat when Jesus oke to thefig tree al that happened was
that the discipleshead what Jesus said. They did na see any evidencethat thefig treedied urtil the
next morning when they passed by. Then they recdl ed that Jesus had spoken to that treethe day
before.

As Christians, we must understand what faith is. Hebrews 11:1 tells us that “faith is the
substanceof thingshoped for, the evidenceof thingsnot seen.” Theonly substancewe have and
the only evidencewe have is “faith.” Jesus said, “Have faith in God” (Mark 11:22). Thisisthe
only substance and evidencewe will have. That substance andthat evidence mmesfrom our spirit,
not our heal. In ou spirit, we hea from God, which we could say is“rhema.” Wereceve aWord
from Godin ou spirit, where God dwvell sin Hisfulness Then we spe& by faith, we know that God
will respondto whatsoever we say (being Godisthe One that gaves usthe word of faith to spe&k).
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When we spe&k the Word of God from our spirit, it will come to pass We may not seethe
evidence at the time we spe&k, but we know in ou spirit that it will come to pass It is not our
resporsibility to bring it to pass That is God s part, our part isto dothe speaking.

Jesus never did anything unlessHefirst heard from His Father. When Christians understand
this, and dothingsthe way Jesus did them, they will walk in the same power andthe same anointing
that Jesus walked in. They will nolonger be cnformed to this world, but they will be conformed
to dang the will of God, ly the power of the Holy Spirit within them.

When Jesus taught “faith” He taught it the way God said it works. Jesus taught how faith
works. Jesus taught how to walk by faith, and haw to live by faith. Romans 10:17 says, “ So then
faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by theword (rhema) of God.”

Jesuswas not conformed to thisworld. Faithisnot conformed to thisworld. Faithisahigher
power, which comes from God. Faith comes when we believe the Word of God, and ou heat is
right before God. God looks at our heat, then He responds to ou words and gives us faith to
acomplish all that we do by faith.

In Mark, chapter four, Jesus was teading by the seaside (Mark 4:1). Jesus taught them in
parables. Then when Jesus was aone with His twelve disciples He explained the parable of the
sower in Mark 4:14-20.

When evening came, Jesus and His disciples got into shipsto go aaossthe seato the other
side. In Mark 4:37-39 it says,

And therearosea great storm of wind, and the waves beat into the ship, sothat it was

now full.

And hewasin thehinder part of the ship, asleg on a pill ow: and they awake him, and

say unto him, Master, carest thou not that we perish?

And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the

wind ceased, and therewas a great calm.

Jesus was not conformed to this world. The people of the world do na have faith. People can
believe, but withou God no o hasfaith. Godislooking for those whowill believe Heis God and
“live by faith” (Rom. 1:17,Gal. 3:11,Heb. 1038).

Jesuswasteading Hisdisciplesfaith. After Jesus cdmed the storm by spe&kingtoit, it tell s
usin Mark 4:40,41,

And he said unto them, Why are ye so fearful? how isit that ye have no faith?

And they feared excealingly, and said oneto another, What manner of man isthis, that

even thewind and the sea dbey him?

Godislooking for thosewhowill “liveby faith.” When Jesus cameinto thisworld, He caneto do
thewill of Godthe Father. Thewill of Godthe Father isthat all of Hischildrenwill “live by faith.”

We cana live by faith if we ae still conformed to thisworld, and the world's g/stem. The world
“walks by sight,” but those who walk by faith do na walk by sight.

Faithisahigher power than what theworld has. Faith comesfrom Godandisgivento every
born again Christian as afruit of the Spirit. Every Christian has faith in their spirit.

When Christians do the will of God, faith manifests. When we ae obedient to the Word of
Godthe Holy Spirit helpsusto walk by faith. Everything Jesus did, we can doaso, if we dothings
the same way Jesus did them.

Thereare dso giftsof the Spirit that can manifest through Christians(1 Cor. 127-11). Listed
among these gifts of the Spirit is“Faith” (1 Cor. 129). All the gifts of the Spirit operate only “asthe
Spirit will s.” Thereisadlight differencein the way the gifts of the Spirit operate from the way the
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fruit of the Spirit operate. When agift of the Spirit operates, the Holy Spirit isin total control of it’s
operating. Doult and untelief canna stop the operation d a gift of the Spirit. The Holy Spirit
bypasses the mind and operates these gifts acarding to Hiswill .

Satan worksin the minds of Christians, telli ng them that they can operate in the gifts of the
Spirit acording to their own will . That isnot of God. All the gifts of the Spirit operate athe Holy
Spirit will s. When this happens, God moves by His power in the lives of those who He choasestto,
at that particular time.

People canna operate in the gifts of the Spirit without the Holy Spirit initi ating the gift, and
then finishing what He started. Satan likesto use men to tead that they can control the gifts of the
Spirit, bu that is not true.

| believe it would be goodto give an example of the gift of faith in operation, from thelife
of Smith Wigdesworth. This could help many Christiansto know how the gift of faith works.

When the gift of the Spirit, cdl ed the “gift of faith” works, the Holy Spirit isin control, na
you. Smith Wiggesworth told abou atime when the gift of faith operated in hislife.

There was a woman who was a part of the prayer group that Wiggesworth went to. She
becane very ill andthey tried to get as many of their prayer grouptogether asthey could to pray for
her. When they foundWiggdesworth and told him of her condtion, Wigglesworth listened to his
spirit and krew hewasto go and pray for her. By thetime he got there, she had died, andthe doctors
had already left to make out their reports.

Wigdesworth said, hegot down on hskneesby her bed andstarted to pray. All of asudden,
something came over him and he pulled her out of the bed, pwshed her up against the wall and
commanded her spirit to come badk into her body. She canebadk tolife, andlived along time dter
that.

When “the gift of faith” operates, it isnot you, bu the power of the Holy Spirit comes over
you and you are nolonger in control of what you do.The Holy Spirit isin control. The gift of faith
operates“asthe Spirit will s’ (1 Cor. 1211). But, when thefruit of the Spirit, cdled “faith” operates
you must get invalved, as Jesus sid many times, “whereisyour faith?’

Faith is not conformed to thisworld. Faith comes from God andis given to all whoare “in
Christ.” Everyonewhois*“in Christ” hasfaith as afruit of the Spirit. That isthe faith we aeto be
living by. We antrol the fruit of the Spirit, but God controls “the gifts of the Spirit.” If we do nd
spend time in the Word of God and praying in the Spirit, our faith will not operate the way God
wants usto operate. The Bibleteadesus, “thejust shall li veby faith” (Rom. 1:17,Gal. 3:11,Heb.
10:39).

Jesuswasafaithteater, andwhen Jesusasked Hisdisciples, “ whereisyour faith,” Hewas
not talking abou “the gift of faith” that operates as the Spirit will s. He was talking abou the fruit
of the Spirit, which every Christian hasin their spirit.

Therefore, when Jesus camed the storm by spe&ing to the wind and the seg He was not
doing something that any born again Christian canna do.Any born again Christian can spe& to the
wind and spe&k to the sea and cause the wind to stop and the seato become cdm. That is “faith,”
the kind d faith that God is looking for anong Christians. That kind o faith is given to every
Christian as*“a fruit of the Spirit,” andthat iswhat the Bibleistalking abou when it says, “thejust
shall live by faith.”

Jesus was not conformed to this world. Jesus did na use the world’'s g/stem to do the
ministry work that God sent Him to do.Jesuswalked by faith, and taught His disciples how to walk
by faith. Jesus didn't do anything that Christians canna do.
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Remember, when Jesus ent His disciples out in Matthew Chapter Ten and Luke Chapters
Nineand Ten, Hesaid to them, “Heal thesick, cleansethelepers, raisethedead, cast out devils:
freely ye have receved, freely give’ (Matt. 10.8).

When Jesus snt His disciples out He said to them, “Heal thesick” (Matt. 10.:8). How did
Jesus and Hisdisciples“Heal thesick?’ If we study all the acourtsin the Gospels, in every case
either it was the anointing of the Holy Spirit uponJesus or Jesus $oke Words.

When Jesus spoke the Word of God, they were heded. Sometimes, Jesus said it was their
faith that brought the heding to them. Y et, for faith to work it must bein agreement with the Word
of God. Faith, canna work withou the Word of God.

Look at some of the times when Jesus heded people. In John 52-9 there was a man at the
pod of Bethesdawho* had an infirmity thirty and eight years’ (John 55). We need to study this
Scripture closely, and see what did Jesus do, and what did Jesus sy abou this man and hs
condtion?First if you ndiced, it says, “W hen Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had been now
alongtimein that case, hesaith unto him, Wilt thou be made whole?” (John 55). Jesusdid na
go into any long discusgons as to why the man was there? He didn't look for any of the man’s
excusesfor beingthere dl thoseyeas. Even when themantried to explain his stuation, Jesusdidn’t
pay any attention to what the man was sying.

In verses eight and nine, it says,

Jesus sith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk.

And immediately the man was made whole, and took up hisbed, and walked...
Waswhat Jesus did acording to the way the world daoes things today? Was Jesus conformed to the
world's s/stem of how to hed the sick?

Jesus was li stening to the voice of the Holy Spirit within Him. Jesus did things the way He
istelling usto dothings when it comesto heding the sick. Jesus “spoke the Word,” and when the
man responced and dd what Jesus said, “immediately the man wasmadewhole, and took up his
bed, and walked...”

Itisinteresting to ndicethat Jesusdidn't hed the man using theworld’s g/stem for heding.
It isalso interesting to ndicethat the man was well enough to carry his bed as he walked away. In
other words, it didn't take weeks and months for this man to get his drength back.

TheninJohn 514it says, “ Afterwar d Jesusfindeth himin thetemple, and said unto him,
Behold, thou art made whole: sin no more, lest a wor se thing come unto thee” If the cause of
sicknessand dsease is not dedt with acrding to the Word of God, hedingisonly temporal. The
same @ndtion can come bad, and then it could even get worse.

Physicd heding for our bodes is only temporal, being that our physicd bodes are only
temporal. What happens when we leave our bodes and go on into eternity? Where will we spend
eternity, in heaven o in hell ?

Thisman had aproblem which was much more serious than hisphysicd problem. Thisman
was naot looking to Jesus or the Word of God for heding. He was looking to anather source (For
more information onthe man at the pod of Bethesda, you will findit in many of the others books
written by Merle E. Koepke)

In every casethat heding wasreceved in the Gospels, it was elther that Jesus touched them
and heded them or He spoke the Word and they were heded. Therefore, it was either the anointing
or the Word that brought their heding.

In Mark 8:22-25 it says,

And he mmeth to Bethsaida; and they bring ablind man unto him, and besought him
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to touch him.

And hetodk theblind man by thehand, and led him out of thetown; and when he had

spit on hiseyes, and put hishandsupon him, he asked him if he saw ought.

And helooked up, and said, | seemen astrees, walking.

After that he put his hands agan upon his eyes, and made him look up: and he was

restored, and saw every man clearly.

What wasiit that brought this man’s sght bad that he auld se€? If you study this closely youwill
naticebath times, Jesuslaid Hishandsupon hm. After the secondtime* hewasrestored, and saw
every man clearly.”

Remember what is saysabout Jesusin Acts10:38,“ How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth
with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing goal, and healing dl that were
oppressd of thedevil ; for God waswith him.” Thisisamaor part of the ministry of Jesus. It was
the anointing of the Holy Spirit uponJesus. The anainting isreleased by the laying on d hands.

Many times, it wasthe anointing that brought hedingto thesick. InMatthew 20:30-34it tell s
abou “two blind men sitting by theway side, when they heard that Jesuspassd by, cried out,
saying,Havemercy on us, O Lord, thou Son of David” (Matt. 20:30). Foll owing that in Matthew
20:34, it says, “J esus had compasgon on them, and touched their eyes: and immediately their
eyesreceved sight, and they followed him” What wasit? It wasthe anointing of the Holy Spirit.

Look at the cae with the woman with an issue of blood.In Luke 8:43-48 we see it says,

And a woman having an isauue of blood twelve years, which had spent all her living

upon physicians, neither could be healed of any,

And Jesus said, Somebody hath touched me: for | percavethat virtueisgoneout of me.

And when thewoman saw that shewasnot hid, she ametrembling, and falling down

before him, shededared unto him before all the peoplefor what cause shehad touched

him, and how she was healed immediately.

And hesaid unto her, Daughter, be of goad comfort: thy faith hath made theewhole;

goin peace
The world’'s g/stem was not working for this woman. She “had spent all her living upon
physicians, neither could behealed of any...” (Luke8:43). Theworld's g/stemdidn’ twork for this
woman, bu the anointing did work.

Lookat what Jesus sid in Mark 16:16,17,

And these signs sall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils;

they shall speak with new tongues,

They shall takeup serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them;

they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.

Theseare Jesus' instructionsto everyonewhoisbornagain and baptized inthe Holy Spirit. Y ouwill
naticein verse sixtee it says, “they shall speak with new tongues.” Only thase who are baptized
in the Holy Spirit spe&k in tongues. At the same time, when Jesus oke of casting out devils, He
said it would bedore*“in Hisname.” We aenat theoneswhowill cast thedevilsout, it will bethe
Holy Spirit casting them out when we spe& “in Jesus name.”

Now, in verse seventeen Jesus sid, “they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall
recover.” Thisisthe anainting of the Holy Spirit within us. The same anointing that Jesus had when
Helaid His hands upon ople and they recmvered. Jesus is telli ng us, whatsoever He did, we can
doaso (John 1412). We must do these things the same way Jesus did them, then we will havethe
same results that Jesus had.
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In Matthew 8:5-10it tell s of a centurion whaose “ servant lieth at home sick of the palsy”
(Matt. 8:6). “And Jesus sith unto him, I will come and heal him” (Matt. 8:7). “ The centurion
answered and said, Lord, | am not worthy that thou shouldest comeunder my roof: but speak
theword only, and my servant shall behealed.” InMatthew 8:10it says, Jesus said,“ Verily | say
unto you, | havenot found so great faith, no, not in Israel.” It was the spoken Word that heded
this centurion’'s servant.

Thisisnat the way the world heds people. Jesus was not conformed to theworld's g/stem.
God's g/stem works much better than the world's g/stem.

Jesuswas not conformed to thisworld. Hedid na want Hisdisciplesto be conformedto this
world either. What Jesus was doing and what He told His disciples to dowas not something the
world deces.

InMatthew 10:8, Jesustold Hisdisciplesto® raisethedead.” Thesediscipleswerenot born
again, they were not baptized in the Holy Spirit, yet Jesus said to them “raise the dead.”

Lookin the Gospel of John,Chapter Eleven. Lazarus, of Bethany, the brother of Mary and
her sister Martha, wasafriend d Jesus. Jesus went to their house many times. InJohn 113 Lazarus
sisters sent amessageto Jesusthat Lazaruswas sck. It saysin John 114,“W hen Jesusheard that,
he said, This sicknessis not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might
be glorified thereby.” Remember, Jesus ssid He did nahing unlessHe first recaved information
from His Father (John 530). The Father wasin Jesus, dang the works (John 1410). Jesus was not
conformed to dang things the way the world dces things, bu He was conformed to dang the will
of the Father after knowing in His spirit what the Father wanted Him to do.In John 114, Jesus
arealy knew that He wasto raise Lazarus from the dead.

When Jesus cameto the placewhere Lazaruswas placed inatomb, Hesaid, “ Takeyeaway
the stone. Martha, the sister of him that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, by this time he
stinketh: for hehath been dead four days’ (John 1139). Marthawas gill conformedtothisworld,
but Jesuswas not conformed to thisworld. What Jesus did, theworld deesnat do.InJohn 1141-44
it tells us,

Then they took away thestonefrom theplacewherethedead waslaid. And Jesuslifted

up hiseyes, and said, Father, | thank theethat thou hast heard me.

And | knew that thou hearest me always: but because of the people which stand by |

said it, that they may believe that thou hast sent me.

And when hethus had spoken, he cried with aloud voice L azarus, comeforth.

And hethat wasdead cameforth, bound hand and foot with gravedothes: and hisface

was bound about with a napkin. Jesus sith unto them, Loose him, and let him go.
Thisisnot theway theworld doesthings. But the Bibletellsus, “ be not confor med to thisworld:
but beyetransformed by the renewing of your mind, that yemay provewhat isthat goad, and
acceptable, and perfed, will of God” (Rom. 122). What is“that goad, and acceptable, and
perfed, will of God?’ It is to dothe works that Jesus did the same way Jesus did them. Not
acording to the way the world daes them, bu by foll owing Jesus' example.

Jesus knew it was the Father in Him that was going to dothe works, and raise Lazarus from
the dead. Jesusknew Hewasto lookto the Father, andrecavethe power to raisethe deal. It wasn't
Jesus doing the works. It was the Father in Him doing the works (John 1410).

Jesus said in John 1412, *Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that believeth on me, the
worksthat | do shall hedo dso; and greater worksthan these shall he do; because | gounto
my Father.” Jesus sid, “Hethat believeth on me, theworksthat | do shall hedo aso...” Then
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Jesus explained what He was talking about by saying, “becuse | gounto my Father.”
Whereisthe Father today? Godis omnipresent, everywhere & all times. After Jesuswent to
the Father, Hereturned with the Father andthey bath madetheir dwelli ng placeinthe spiritsof every
born again Christian.
If youare aborn again Christian, then Godthe Father isin you, the same & He was in Jesus
before Jesuswent to the aossand ded, andarose again from thedead. In John 1410, 11 Jesus said,
Believest thou not that | amin theFather, and theFatherin me?thewordsthat | speak
unto you | speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, hedoeth theworks.
Believemethat | amin theFather, and the Fatherin me: or elsebelievemefor thevery
works' sake.
Before Jesus died and came bad again from the dead the Father was in Him. After Jesus breahed
on His disciples and they became born again of the Spirit, the Father and Christ made their abode
inthem. From that time on, Godwasin Jesus' disciples, dang theworksthat Jesusdid. It was God
in them, dang the works.
This is the way it shoud be today among Christians. Christians today shoud na be
conformed to thisworld. They shoud be doing the same works that Jesus did, the same way Jesus
did the works, by the Father in them doing the works (John 1210).
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Joint-heirswith Christ

Christians need understanding of who Jesusisandwho Christ is. They are the same person,
with the exceptionthat the name “Jesus’ pertainsto the Son d Godin theflesh. The Son d Godin
the flesh is also cdled the Son d Man. In Matthew 16:13, it says, “W hen Jesus came into the
coasts of Caesarea Phili ppi, heasked hisdisciples, saying, Whom do men say that | the Son of
man am?” Here, Jesusiscdli ng Himself the Son d Man, andat the sametime asking the question,
“W hom do men say that | the Son of man am?” In Matthew 16:16 it says, “ And Simon Peter
answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.”

Sometimes Christians do nd understandthat there is adiff erencebetween Jesus and Christ.
In Matthew 1:17 it says, “So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen
generations; and from David until the carr ying away into Babylon are fourteen generations,
and from the arr ying away into Babylon unto Christ are fourteen generations.” If youcournt
the generations from the carying away into Babylon to “Jesus’ you will only get thirteen
generations. “Jesus’ isthe thirteenth generation and “ Christ” is the fourteenth generation.

When Jesus died onthe adossof Cavary, that becane the end d the thirteenth generation.
When He aose ayain from the dead, He was “Christ” the King of the fourteenth generation. When
a person des in the flesh, whatsoever belongs to them at that time, is passed onto the next
generation. Everything that belonged to Jesus by His defeaing of Satan before He died, was passed
onto “Christ” as an inheritance

“Christ” is Jesus, the aisen Seoond Adam. He died in the flesh of man and nowv Helivesas
“Christ,” in the Spirit. He is the heal of the body of Christ, which is cdled the cdhurch. He is the
firstbornfrom thedead (whichmeansfrom physicad deah). Physicd deah had no paver over Christ.

Jesuswasthe Son d Godfrom thebeginning (John 11,2,14. Jesusalways had spiritual life
fromthebeginning. Jesusnever died spiritual y. Spiritual li fehaspower over death. When Christians
arebornagain, they areborn again “in Christ” (2 Cor. 5:17). In Christ, thereisno spiritual deah. In
the new birth, spiritual deah is defeaed by spiritual life “in Christ.” Jesus said in John 524,
“Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me,
hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passd from death unto
life.” Whenaperson becomesbornagain, spiritual deahisovercomeby spiritual li fein Christ Jesus.

Jesus took ou placein deah when He died in the flesh for us. For us, physicd deah till
reigns in this life here on eath. Physicd deah is cdled “mortality.” Mortal means that deah is
reigning within us and will eventually overtake us, unessGod intervenes like He did with Enoch
(Gen. 524, Heb. 115)

Y et, unknavn to many Christians, physicd deah hasno paver over thosewhoarein Christ.
Satan, who hes the power of deah, canna take our lives against our will . We must “give up ou
lives,” for Satan to take our physicd lifefrom us. Thisdoesnot soundright to thosewho* reason ou
things with their minds.” Yet, it isaspiritual truth that many do nd understand.

Jesus, Who“isChrist,” talking about dying physicdly, saidin John 1018,“ No man taketh
it from me, but | lay it down of myself. | have power tolay it down, and | have power to take
it agan. Thiscommandment havel recaved of my Father.”

When the time of physicd deah comes, Christianswill faceseparationfrom their bodesin
one form or ancther. It could be by acadent, or at the hand o ancther in ore form or ancther. It
could be by sicknessor disease. Y et, at that time, when we faceJesus, we will still have the dhoice
of coming badk into ou bodes and continue to live longer on eath, o stay with the LORD in
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heaven. The chaiceis gill ours, na the devil s, and even na the LORD’ s, although, the LORD may
influence our dedsion ore way or ancther.

All whoare “in Christ” have d@ernad life, and can chocse if they will remain oneath or go
to be with Jesus. The Apostle Paul wrote it this way, “ For to meto liveis Christ, and to dieis
gain” (Phil. 1:21). Then in verses twenty-two through twenty-four, Paul wrote,

Butif | livein theflesh, thisisthefruit of my labour: yet what I shall choosel wot not.

For | amin astrait betwixt two, having adesire todepart, and to bewith Christ; which

isfar better:

Neverthelessto abidein the flesh ismore nealful for you.

The Apostle Paul knew the dhoicewas upto him. Paul had experienced deah morethan orce Ead
time, he cane badk to life and continued to fulfill hiscdling. In 2Corinthians 11:23, Paul wrote of
himself, saying, “ Are they ministersof Christ? (I speak asafod) | am more; in laboursmore
abundant, in stripesabove measure, in prisonsmore frequent, in deathsoft.” Inthe Greek, the
word translated “oft,” means “many times.” Deah dces not have power over thase who are “in
Christ.” Thisisone of the many benefits that isincluded in ou inheritance “in Christ.”

The same day that Jesus arose again from the dead, those disciples that He breahed upon
becane“joint-heirswith Christ,” to theinheritanceof all that Jesusrecaved in Hisvictory over the
devil. Jesus recaved victory over sin, iniquity, infirmities, sickness disesse and ceah (1 Cor.
15:54,59. Jesus defeded the devil onthe Crossof Cavary, and naw His disciples becane “joint-
heirs with Christ,” in sharing the benefits of Jesus’ victory.

Christians today, are dso “joint-heirs with Christ,” in al that Jesus receved when He
defeded thedevil . Beingjoint-heirswith Christ, we havethe samelegal rightsas® Christ,” to al that
Christ inherited from Jesus. In this aone, there needs to be much more understanding among
Christians.

The name of Jesus has been exalted above every name (Phil. 29,10. Asjoint-heirs with
Christ, that name has become our inheritance. When we use the name of Jesus, every demon must
bow to that name. Every sicknessor disease must bow to that name.

Peter and John krew the authority they had in using the name of Jesus. In Acts 3:6 it says,
“Then Peter said, Silver and god havel none; but such as | havegivel thee In the name of
Jesus Christ of Nazareth riseup and walk.” Peter knew the power of Jesus' hame. In verse seven
and eight it says,

And hetook him by the right hand, and lifted him up: and immediately hisfed and

ankle bonesreceved strength.

And heleaping up stood, and walked, and entered with them into thetemple, walking,

and leaping, and praising God.

Peter knew he didn't hed this man by hisability. In versetwelveis sys, “ And when Peter saw it,
he answered unto the people, Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye at this? o why look ye so
earnestly on us, asthough by our own power or holinesswe had made this man towalk?” In
Acts 3:16 Peter said, “And his name through faith in his name hath made this man strong,
whom ye seeand know: yea, the faith which is by him hath given him this perfed soundness
in the presenceof you all.”

It' sthe name of Jesus which hasbeen givento all whoarein Christ. All whoare “in Christ”
have authority to use the name of Jesus against al the works of the enemy. Thisauthority isours as
Joint-heirs with Christ (Rom. 8:17).

In Colosgans the Apostle Paul reveds a mystery that was not known by those of the Old
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Testament times. Paul wrote,

Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is

made manifest to his sints:

Towhom God would makeknown what isthe richesof theglory of thismystery among

the Gentiles; which isChrist in you, the hope of glory (Col.1:26,27).

What isthis mystery? It is the anointing of the Holy Spirit in the lives of thase who are joint-heirs
with Christ. (Thase who, after they have been ban again, recaved the Holy Spirit and pawver to be
witnesses unto Jesus).

Jesus said to His disciplesin Acts 1:8, “ But ye shall recave power, after that the Holy
Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all
Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” Thosewhoareborn again,
when they arefill ed and baptized in the Holy Spirit, receve the power of Godto be witnesses unto
Jesus.

Jesus, Himself was anointed with the Holy Spirit and paver to destroy theworks of the devil
(Acts 10:38). After Hisresurredion, this same anointing comes uponthose who receve the Holy
Spirit with the evidenceof spegingin ather tongues, just asthedisciplesdid onPenteaost day (Acts
2:1-4). God continued to pou out His Holy Spirit uponall flesh (Acts 2:16-18).

This mystery, “Christ in you, the hope of glory” still seems to be amystery to many
Christians. Many Christianstoday are baptized inthe Holy Spirit “ speging intongues,” yet they do
nat fully understanding what it meansto be “in Christ.”

Thosewhoare “in Christ” are “joint-heirswith Christ” (Rom. 8:17). Being “joint-heirswith
Christ,” they are dso seaed with Christ in heavenly places. Ephesians 2:6 says, “ And hath raised
usup together, and made us st together in heavenly placesin Christ Jesus.” We aenolonger
in Adam, bu we aenow in Christ (1 Cor. 1522). We ae new creauresin Christ (2 Cor. 5:17). We
arenat in the flesh, bu in the Spirit (Rom. 89). Christisin us, andwe aein Him.

In Christ, we have power over al the works of the devil. In Christ we have “eterndl life.”
Eternal life haspower over deah. Jesushad “eternal life,” and deah had no paver over Him (1 Cor.
15.57,Heb. 214).

Whenwewalk inthelight asHeisinthelight, darknesshasno paver over us. Light destroys
darkness Darknesscanna destroy light. When light comes, darknessmust leave. Therefore, in 1
John 15-7 it tell s us,

Thisthen isthe message which we have heard of him, and dedare unto you, that God

islight, and in him isno darknessat all.

If wesaythat we havefellowship with him, and walk in darkness welie, and donot the

truth:

But if wewalk in thelight, asheisin the light, we have fellowship one with another,

and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth usfrom all sin.

Christians, whowalk in thelight as Heisin thelight have power over all the works of the devil . For
they are seaed with Christ in heavenly places. They are anointed with the Holy Spirit and paver to
destroy al theworks of thedevil . They have authority “in the name of Jesus’ to set the cativesfree
To proclaim the accetable yea of the LORD.

Godisfor us, na against us. He has given us the power “in Christ Jesus’ to destroy the
works of the devil. When the works of the devil are destroyed, God getstheglory. Foritis“ Christ
in us, thehopeof glory.” Godisglorified when His Chil dren go in the anointing of the Holy Spirit
and cestroy the works of the devil, in the name of Jesus Christ.
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The name of Jesus has been given to us to use ajainst al the works of the enemy. The
anointing has been given to usto destroy the works of the devil. When we walk in thelight, asHe
isinthelight, all our sinsare deansed by the blood d the Lamb. Therefore, sin and deah have no
power over thase whowalk in the light.
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TheWay, TheTruth, TheLife

Jesus knew whoHewasfrom thebeginning (John 11,2,14. Jesusknew whoHis Father was
fromthebeginning (John 175). Jesusa so knew whothedevil wasfrom thebeginning (Luke 10:18).

Jesus knew that He was the one the Father used to crede dl things (John 13, Col. 1:16). He
knew He was the Word o God from the beginning. He dso knew Who the Holy Spirit was (John
14:26,1526,1613-15). Therefore, Jesus knew that He culd do nahing of Himself (John 1530).
Jesus knew theHoly Spirit would bring to passwhatsoever Hesaid, therefore, Hedidn't say anything
unlessHefirst receved it from His Father.

Jesus had eterna life with the Father from the beginning. The main pupose of Jesus
teadings was that we muld have dernal life with Him and the Father for al of eternity. That we
would bein Him, as He was in the Father, and live forever in the presence of God.

Jesus, didall He could sothat people could know the Father andreceve Jesusastheir LORD
and Savior to spend eternity with Him andthe Father forever. Jesusknew all about thedevil , andthe
works of the devil . Jesus knew all abou hell, where those who dona dothe will of the Father will
spend eternity. Jesus said in Matthew 7:21,“ Not every onethat saith untome, Lord, Lord, shall
enter into thekingdom of heaven; but hethat doeth thewill of my Father whichisin heaven.”

It is very important that we, as Christians get to know Jesus as LORD, the Father as our
Father, and the Holy Spirit as our helper, guide, comforter, teader, andleader in every areaof our
lives. Withou the Written Word of Godwe caana know God. Withou the Holy Spirit helping us,
we canna spend eternity with God. What iswritten in the Word of God, canna help uswithou the
help of the Holy Spirit, giving us “revelation” from the “information” written in the Bible.

It is very important that we lean and oley the Word of God, and nd be persuaded o lead
astray by the teatings of men. Many have gone astray, foll owing the doctrines and teatings of
men. In 1 Timothy 4:1 it says, “ Now the Spirit speaketh expresdy, that in thelatter times sme
shall depart from the faith, giving heel to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils.” By the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, the gostle Paul is warning us, “ some shall depart from the faith,
giving hea to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils.” This is very important for us to
understand, for some of these who have departed from the faith, at one time were used of God to
teat and manifest thetrue Word and paver of God. But, they have departed from thefaith, “giving
heeal to seducing spirits,” and taught things they shoud na have taught.

Jesus iswho He said He is. He is, “the Way, the Truth, and the Life.” There is no other
“Way” tothe Father then through Jesus. Jesus ssidin John 146, “| am theway, thetruth, and the
life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” To be with God the Father, we must have
eternd life aidingin us. John 14 tellsusthat our eternal lifeisin Jesus. It says, “In him waslife;
and thelifewasthelight of men.” Thereisno aher “Way” to eternal life. From Genesisthrough
Revelation, we can seeJesus as the “Way” to everything God has promised in His Word.

Jesus made it posgble for usto come to the Father “according to HisWord,” nat acording
to man’s ideas and thinking. Anyone who tries to come to the Father ancother way, will end up
forever in hell, with thedevil and isdemons. ThisisaTruth that everyoneliving onthiseath must
understand. There is “no aher way” then through Jesus. He is the only Way, and anyone not
believing in Him will spend eternity in hell.

Jesus is the “Truth,” and anyone who dcaes not believe what Jesus taught, will not
experiencethetruth in their lives. Only the“ Truth” that Jesus taught will set us freeof the lies of
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the devil. Adam and Eve did na believethe” Truth” and they experienced the same works of the
devil aswe dl experiencewhenwedon't believe Jesus. Only the“ Truth” as Jesustaught it, can set
usfreeof theworksof thedevil in ou lives. Only the® Truth” that Jesustaught can keep usforever
with the LORD in eternity.

Jesusisthe® Life,” whichis ge&king of “eternal life” in God with the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit. Our eternal life is dependant uponJesus, for “in Christ,” and “in Him only’can we
have eternal life. Our eterna “Life” is dependant upon Jesus. Withou Jesus, we caina spend
eternity in heaven.

Christians need to understandthat Jesusis“the Only Way, Truth, and Life,” that God has
promised to all wholiveonthiseath. Satanisaliar, and he has been blinding the minds of people
from the day of Adam and Eve. He dwayswasaliar from thetime herebell ed against God andwas
cast downtothiseath. Hewill alwaysbe aliar, forever throughou eternity. Thase who kelievethe
lies of the devil will suffer much in thisworld, and many will spend eternity in hell.

We must make adedsionin ou lives here oneath, whowe will believe, the Word of God
or the words of men. From the time of Adam and Eve, Satan has used people to deceve othersinto
thinking thereis anather way than the Way Jesustaught. Satanisaliar. Thereisn't any other Way.
Thereisn’'t any other Truth. Andthereisn’t any other eternal Life, than that which Jesus reveded.

Don't follow men, foll ow Jesus Christ. Beled by the Holy Spirit fromwithinyour spirit. The
Holy Spirit will | ead, guide, comfort, tead, and help you in every areaof your life.

Stay inthe Word of God every day, and pray in the Spirit! In Luke 18:1it tellsus, “ And he
spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to pray, and not to faint.” In
Ephesians 6:18 says, “Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and
watching thereunto with all perseveranceand supplication for all saints.”

Lifeoneathistooshort to waste it uponthe thingsthat are not pleasing to God. Godis not
pleased when we do nd live by faith (Heb. 1038). Jesus taught usfaith that we could know how to
live and dease the Father.

It doesn’t make any differencewhere youlivein thisworld. Jesus will help you,if youwill
obey Him. Badk in Genesis 18:14 the LORD asked Abraham, “Is any thing too hard for the
LORD?” Abraham leaned by experiencethat thereisnathing too hard for the LORD. In Matthew
19:26Jesus said, “with God all thingsare possble.” InLuke 18:27 Jesus sid, “ Thethingswhich
are impossblewith men are posgblewith God.” InLuke 1:37the angel said to Mary, “ For with
God nothing shall beimpossble.”

Over and owr in the Bible we see acourts of where God dd thingsthat man could na do.
InActs8:39,40TheHoly Spirit caught Phili p up,and hewastranslated from Gaza, to Azotus (which
ismany milesaway). Philip ddn’'t need avehicle, or an airplane. God can easily take apersonfrom
one placeto another withou the help of the world’s g/stem.

In Genesis 19, when the dties of Sodam and Gomorrah were &ou to be destroyed, the
LORD sent angelsto get Lot and hisfamily out of those dties. The LORD haswaysto proted thase
who are His own, nomatter what the situation a circumstances may be.

In Daniel, Chapter Three when the three Hebrew children were cat into a burning fiery
furnace the LORD Himself wasin there with them. It tellsusin Daniel 3:24,25,

Then Nebuchadnezzar thekingwasastonied, and roseup in haste, and spake, and said

unto hiscounsellors, Did not we ast three men bound into the midst of thefire? They

answered and said unto the king, True, O king.

He answered and said, Lo, | seefour men loose, walking in the midst of thefire, and
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they have no hurt; and the form of thefourth islike the Son of God.

The LORD proteded them. They were nat burned, a hurt in the midst of the fire. The LORD was
in the furnacewith them and they were delivered.

AgaininDaniel, Chapter Six, when Daniel wascast into thelions' den, the LORD proteded
him from all harm and danger. In Daniel 6:22it tell susthat Daniel answered theKing, saying, “My
God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions mouths, that they have not hurt me:
forasmuch asbefore him innocency wasfound in me; and also before theg O king, havel done
no hurt.”

Thosewho pu their trust inthe LORD will never beforsaken. Hebrews 13.5 says, “ L et your
conversation bewithout covetousness and be mntent with such thingsasyehave: for hehath
said, | will never leavethee nor forsakethee” In Deuteronamy 31:6it says, “ Be strong and of
a god courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them: for the LORD thy God, heit isthat doth go
with thee hewill not fail thee nor forsakethee” In Matthew 28:20,the LORD said, “...10,1 am
with you alway, even unto the end of theworld. Amen.”

If youarein Christ, you havethefulnessof the Godhead inyou(Col. 29,10. Godisfor you,
not against you (Rom. 831). If weput our trust in God, ndhing can come ajainst usthat Godcanna
handle.

If we put our trust in the LORD, al of hearen iswith us, nomatter what the world dces. It
doesn’'t make any differencewhere welive, or what our circumstances may be. The LORD iswith
us...Godisin us, dang Hisgood deasure. Phili ppians 2:13says, “ For it isGod which worketh in
you both towill and to do of hisgoad pleasure.” In 1John 44 it says, “...greater ishethat isin
you, than hethat isin theworld.”

The LORD creaed theworld andall that isintheworld. In Colossans 1:16it says, “ For by
him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible,
whether they bethrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all thingswere created by
him, and for him.” That means, everything that was creaed, was creaed by Him andfor Him. That
includes every individual whoever lived onthis eath.

If we make Jesus “LORD,” totaly and completely in ou lives, He will proted and dHliver
us, nomatter what the drcumstances may be. No matter wherewe ae, or wherewelive, the LORD
iswell ableto ddliver and proted us.

Get to know Jesus for Who Heredly is, Heis “the Way, the Truth, and the Life” (John
14:6). Jesusloves everyone, espedally those wholove Him and keegp Hiscommandments. Thereis
nathing too herd for the LORD!
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UNDERSTANDING PARABLES

It isvery important that Christians today understand the parables that Jesus taught. Asitis
with al of the parablesthat Jesustaught, Jesus said, “W ho hath earsto hear, let him hear” (Matt.
13:9). Then in Matthew 13:10,11it says,

And thedisciplescame, and said unto him, Why speakest thou unto them in parables?

He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries

of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it isnot given.

Godlooks at the heats of people, and revedsthe seaet things of God to thase whose heat isright
toward Him. God knaws those who are His, and those who have gone astray. Therefore, it is
important to know why we ae here in this world?

Jesus prayed to the Father in John 1714-15, saying,

| havegiven them thy word; and theworld hath hated them, becausethey are not of the

world, even as | am not of theworld.

| pray not that thou shouldest takethem out of theworld, but that thou shouldest keep

them from the evil.

It is not the will of God that we shoud be taken ou of thisworld, even though we ae nat of this
world. Heavenisour home, bu thewill of Godisthat weremain inthisworld and dothe worksthat
Jesus did (John 1412). In John 1718 Jesus sid, “ Asthou hast sent meinto theworld, even so
havel also sent them into theworld.”

When we understandwhowe aein Christ, then we shoud aso understand ou positionand
our pupaosefor being inthisworld. Jesus taught His disciplesin parables, for they where chasen by
God to dothe works that Jesus did. In ddng the works that Jesus did, we must understand the
kingdom of God and also uncerstand the kingdoms of this world. We must know our enemy, who
is Satan and h's demons.

Jesus said, in Mark 4:13,“Know ye not this parable? and how then will ye know all
parables?” Thisisoneof themost important parablesthat Jesustaught. Let’s ssewhat Jesustaught
Hisdisciplesin this parable?

The sower soweth theword.

And theseare they by theway side, wheretheword is wn; but when they haveheard,

Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was wn in their hearts.

And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when they have

heard theword, immediately receveit with gladness

And have no roat in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when

affliction or perseaution ariseth for theword's sake, immediately they are offended.

And these are they which are sown among thorns; such ashear the word,

And the aresof thisworld, and thedecetfulnessof riches, and thelustsof other things

entering in, choketheword, and it becometh unfruitful.

And theseare they which are sown on goad ground; such ashear theword, and recave

it, and bringforth fruit, somethirtyfold, somesixty, and somean hundred (Mark 4:14-

20).

Jesus explained this parable to His disciples, thase who God hed given Him to dothe same works
that Jesus did. In explaining this parable, Jesus made cetain things clea to those whom God hed
chosento beJesus' disciples. InMark 4:15, Jesus goke ébou thasewhowere by thewayside. Jesus
said, “when they have heard, Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was
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sown in their hearts.”

These did recevethe Word, bu, immediately Satan came andtook away the Word that was
sown in their heats. If Christiansare not careful they will end upin churchesthat do nd pread the
same gospel that Jesus preadied.

Then Jesuswent onto explain abou thasewhorecaved theWord, bu wereonstony ground.
Jesus said,

when they have heard theword, immediately recaveit with gladness

And have no rocat in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when

affliction or perseaution ariseth for the word's sake, immediately they are offended

(Mark 4:16,17).

Theseend upin churchesthat tead their ideaof salvation, bu they do nd go degoer into the purpose
for their lives here on eath. They are not taught what Jesus was teading His disciples. They have
adesireto know the Word to adegree They have experienced God working in their lives. Aslong
as things are going well they continue to dowhat others tell them to do.They foll ow their leaders
to the best they know how. But they “have no roct in themselves,” and they are not prepared for
the atadks of Satan. When “affliction or perseaution ariseth for theword's sske, immediately
they are offended.”

Then there aethose anong the thorns. Hereiswhere Satan getsthem, if he didn't get them
beforethis. They hea theWord, bu, “ the caresof thisworld, and thedecetfulnessof riches, and
thelusts of other things entering in, choke theword, and it becometh unfruitful.”

It isinteresting how that Godteates HisWord. He starts at the beginning and continuesto
the end. Eadh phase brings us closer to the fullnessof Godin ou lives. But, along the way, many
are offended and many are deceved by the god d thisworld. If Satan canna get the Word away
from them in the first two attempts, then he beaomes as though He is God, and attempts them with
“the aresof thisworld, and the decatfulnessof riches, and the lusts of other things.”

Satan isthe god d thisworld (2 Cor. 4:4). That means, Satan has powers greaer than man.
Satan is able to work in the supernatural, simil ar to that of God.

In Matthew 4:8-10 and Luke 4:4-7 it tells abou some of the temptations the devil tried on
Jesus. In ore of them, Satan took Jesus up onahigh mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms of
thisworld inamomentstime. It says, Satan said to Jesus, “ All thesethingswill | givetheg if thou
wilt fall down and worship me,” (Matt. 4:9).

If Satan has the power to tempt Jesus the way he did, certainly he has the power to give to
Christiansall therichesandall thewedth o thisworld that they desire. Satan can makeit looklike
it isGod,wheninthe enditisnat God, bu Satan hmself is blessng those who desire the things of
thisworld.

Isn’t it interesting that Satan isableto tempt thosewhoare “in Christ” with thethings of this
world? Christians already have greaer power and greder blessngs than what the world has. In
Ephesians 1.3 it says, “Blessd be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath
blessd uswith all spiritual blessngsin heavenly placesin Christ.” Christiansalreadly have “all
spiritual blessngsin heavenly placesin Christ.” How come, they are till i nterested in theworld
and the things of this world?

Satanisthegod d thisworld (1 Cor. 4:4). Man daesnat havethe power to bessothers“with
al thewedth of thisworld,” but Satan daeshavethat power. Christiansneed to know the power that
Satan has, that they be not decaved when he tempts them with “the cares of thisworld, and the
decetfulnessof riches, and thelusts of other things.”
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Christians can go along way with God, and experiencethe power of God working in their
lives. But, if they loase their focus on “why God hes kept them in this world” they can easily be
deceved. Theworld's g/stem looks goodto thase who are not willi ng to keep their focus uponwhy
God cdled them?

In these last days, this is more likely to be the temptation d the devil that will overcome
many who have receved the Word and overcome the other areas before this. We have an example
of thisin thelife of Balaan.

In Numbers, Chapters Twenty-two through Twenty-four we ae told abou Balaam who
becaneatrue prophet. God used Balaam to prophesy concerning Israd. Balaam leaned to know the
voice of God, and haw true prophecy works. All of Balaan’s prophedes were true. Y et, Satan got
Balaan in his last days. Peter spoke @ou Balaam in 2 Peter 2:15-22. In 2 Peter 2:15, it says,
“W hich havefor saken the right way, and are goneastray, following theway of Balaam theson
of Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness” The wages of unrighteousnessinclude the
rewards of thisworld. The things of thisworld (which can become more important than the will of
God). If we forsake thewill of Godin ou lives, Satan has an advantage over us.

Jesus spoke @ou Balaan in Revelation 214, saying, “But | have a few things aganst
thee beausethou hast therethem that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balacto cast
a stumblingblock before the diildren of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to
commit fornication.”

There are two types of fornication. There is sxual fornicaion and there is iritual
fornication. Spiritual fornicaionis srving another god. For Christians today, when “the ares of
thisworld, and thedecetfulnessof riches, and thelustsof other things’ enter inthey could very
well be serving another god (thegod o thisworld). Jesus sid in Matthew 6:24,“ No man can serve
two masters: for either hewill hatethe one, and lovethe other; or else hewill hold to the one,
and despisethe other. Ye annot serve God and mammon.” The word “mammon’ could have
been trandlated “wedth, riches, or money.” Therefore, we must be caeful when we speak abou the
things of thisworld.

In the parable of the sower, Jesuswould na have mentioned “ the cares of thisworld, and
the decatfulnessof riches, and thelusts of other things’ if it was nat important for ustoday. It
isjust asimportant to uncerstandthisverse asit isto understand all the parables that Jesus taught.

Everything Jesus taught was dependant upon Christians being led by the Holy Spirit and
doing thewill of Godintheir lives. Withou God, it isnat posshblefor usto overcome the works of
the devil, espedally thisone mentioned in Mark 4:19.

Y et, Jesustold usthat “ with God all thingsare possble’ (Matt. 19.26). If youareonethat
has been decaved by the devil in “the cares of thisworld, and the decatfulnessof riches, and
thelustsof other things,” Godiswell ableto deliver you, and set you freeof thisworld’'s g/stem.

| was very fortunate in what the LORD did for me when | receved Jesus as LORD and
Savior in my life. When | wasborn againin 1979, had a desire for the riches of thisworld. | was
asealf-righteousreligious person. | was working to own anumber of apartment homes and retire by
the age of fifty-five.

The same day that | recaved Jesus as LORD and Savior of my life, that desire was taken
away from me. The LORD took away all the desire for the wedth and riches of thisworld. A few
dayslater, | was stting onmy davenpart, watching television. | just wanted to relax for awhil e gter
finishing the noonmed.

As| sat on the davenpat, al of asudden | foundmyself standing in the douds abowe the
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eath. | looked dovn onthe eath below and saw all the property | owned. | saw people in the
Olympics, diving from a high tower into a pod below, simply to recave ameta for ther
acomplishments. Asl looked upfrom the doudl was ganding on,| saw abright light shining down
from abowe. | head avoicesay to me, “ All of thiswill passaway, the only thingthat will matter is
your relationship to Me.” That voicel head, | was sureit was the LORD spe&ing to me. After |
head the voice | was suddenly badk in my body on the davenpart in my living room. The LORD
had asaured me that the things of thisworld, are not asimportant as our relationship with Him. The
desire for the world and the things of this world was gone, forever.

Over the yeasthe LORD has proved to me that He can supgy al that | need, if | will obey
Him andfoll ow the leading of the Holy Spirit from within my spirit. Thereisatimewhen Christians
need to give up the world and the world’'s g/stem, and foll ow the leading of the Holy Spirit from
within their spirit. Wemust bewilli ng to give upeverything, including our physicd li vesif wewant
to foll ow Jesus. If we ae willi ng, the LORD will help usandtake avay the desire for the things of
thisworld. If we &k Him, Hewill doit! Nothingistoo herd for theLORD (Gen. 1814, Matt. 19.26,
Luke 1:37).

| am reminded of JohnG. Lake. It is sid that in 1907, le was a married man with seven
children. He had given upall hisfinancial wedth and resolved to serve the LORD whadlly. Latein
1907the Holy Spirit spoke to him to go to Indianapadli s Indianafor the winter, and minister there.
Then in the spring leave for South Africa

He took hs family and moved to Indianapadlis. He joined with a former friend and they
ministered together for abou six months. Nea the end d the six months they were praying for
finances for South Africa During their prayer his friend told hm the LORD said He is ®nding
$2.000,and it will betherein four days.

Infour daysthe money camefrom an unknavn dona andthey madetheir way to baard ship
to South Africa John G. Lake had ornly $1.50when they landed in South Africa There he was
informed that immigrationlawsfor South Africarequired they have & lest $125.00 othey wouldn't
be permitted to get off the ship.

Lake swife asked him what hewasgoingto dd? Hesaid, “ I' mgaingto lineupwith therest.
We have obeyeal God thisfar. It is now up to the LORD.” As he stoodin line afellow passenger
tapped him onthe shouder andcdl ed him out of theline. Hethen gave Lake $200.Andsaid, “ | fed
led to gve youthisto help your work.” The man was a stranger to Lake.

When they arrived in Johannesburg, they saw a little woman runnng around,looking for
someone. First she asked JohnG. Lake' sfriend,“areyouan Americanmissonary?’ When hereplied
“Yes,”sheasked “how many in your party?’ Hesaid, “four.” She shook rer head andsaid, “no,you
aren’'t the family, isthere another?’ He pointed her to JohnG. Lake. When she asked “how many
areinyour family?’ Lakereplied, “My wife, myself, and seven children.” All excited, the lady said
“Yourethe family!”

She then told them how God dreded her to med them at the station and give them ahome
al furnishedtolivein,in Johannesburg, South Africa Thereisnoendto testimonieslikethese. It's
happening today, just likeit has aways happened since Jesus arose ajain from thedead. The LORD
knows how to work out al the detail s when Christians will believe Him.

While in South Africa it is said that Lake set up 125white congregations and 500 badk
congregations. The heding ministry spread throughou South Africa

Lake then returned to the United States and set up heding rooms in Spokane Washington.
Itis said that over aperiod d five or six yeasthere were morethan ore-hunded thousand hedings
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reported. Even medica doctors were heded andleft the medicd field tojoinin praying for the sick
inthehedingrooms. In 1919t is said that therewere asmany astwo-hunded people per day prayed
for in the heding rooms.

Christiansmust learn haw to beled by the Holy Spirit. He Leads, Guides, Comforts, Teades,
and Helps in every neel they have. No matter what the drcumstances, God iswell able to provide
al their needs. Christians must leanto “ Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not
unto thine own understanding” (Prov. 35).

Jesuswas nat conformed to thisworld. Jesusdid na seek the things of thisworld. In 1John
2:15-17,it says,

Lovenot theworld, neither thethingsthat are in theworld. If any man lovetheworld,

thelove of the Father isnot in him.

For all that isin theworld, thelust of theflesh, and thelust of the e/es, and the pride

of life, isnot of the Father, but is of theworld.

And theworld passth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God

abideth for ever.

Jesus, in spe&king of the end times said in Matthew 24:11-13,

And many false prophets dall rise, and shall deceve many.

And becuseiniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.

But hethat shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.

Aslongaswe aeinthisworld, Satanis gill workingto decave us. We must kegp ou focus
uponJesus, and His teadings. We must nat et our love of God grow cold. We must not become
“lukewarm.” Jesus sid to the dhurch of the Laodicears in Revelation 315-17,

| know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: | would thou wert cold or hot.

Sothen becausethou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spuetheeout of my

mouth.

Beause thou sayest, | am rich, and increased with goads, and have neead of nothing;

and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and

naked.
Christiansmust endure until the end.Wemust overcome dl thetemptationsof thedevil, and kecome
fruitful in the work the LORD has cdled usto do.We must remain among those where the sed,
“which istheWord of God,” is wn ongoodground.Jesus sid, “And theseare they which are
sown on goad ground; such as hear the word, and recdve it, and bring forth fruit, some
thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an hundred” (Mark 4:20).

It is © important that we understand the Word of God as Jesus taught it. It is $ important
that we become fruitful in the kingdom of God. Thereis 9 much that God hes dore for everyone
whoisborn again into the family of God.

But, we have aresporsihility as Christians to “do the will of Godin ou lives.” That isour
resporsibility. God hes already dore His part, now it’supto us, individualy, to know the Word of
God and be doers of the Word.

Don't be deceved by the teadings of men. If Godis your Father, then commit yourself to
serving Him, and Him only. For many false prophets have amme into the world and have deceved
many.

Jesussaidto certain of Hisdisciples, “ Comefoll ow Me.” Jesuswasal so spe&ingtoyouand
I. We dso, must follow Jesus, for Heistruly who He saysHeis. Heis*the Way, the Truth, and
theLife’ (John 146).
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What about the Holy Spirit?

When Jesus walked thiseath, HewasaMan, the son d Man. Jesus came into thisworld as
aMan, ban of awoman. Helived asaMan in the flesh.

But there was smething else that Jesus did while He was here on eath asaMan. That is,
at abou the aye of thirty, He receved the anointing of the Holy Spirit. When Jesus came up ou of
thewater, foll owing His baptism by Johnthe Baptist, the Holy Spirit came uponHim. From that day
forth, Jesus was fill ed with the Holy Spirit. That was the day that Jesus, who was the thirteenth
generationfrom the carying away into Babylon, becane “Christ.” Acts10:38says, “ God anointed
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing goad, and
healing dl that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him.”

From that day forth, Jesuswalked in the power of the Holy Spirit in everything He did. Jesus
was led by the Holy Spirit and dd only that which was the Father’ swill . The Holy Spirit isthe one
whorevedsto usthewill of God the Father. The Holy Spirit is the one who the Father usesto do
the works of God here on eath.

Jesus was always the Son d God from the beginning. Jesus always was the Word o God
from the beginning. Jesus aways was one with the Father from the beginning. But, Jesus did no
mighty works until after He was anointed with the Holy Spirit at abou the age of thirty. The first
mirade that Jesus did was in Cana of Galil eg when He turned water into wine.

Jesus was both fill ed with the Holy Spirit and baptized with the Holy Spirit from abou the
age of thirty until Hisdeah onthe Cross All of Jesus' discipleswere given power by the LORD to
dotheworksthat Jesus said they shoud do.But, these discipleswere not baptized in the Holy Spirit
like Jesus was.

Before a person can be baptized in the Holy Spirit, they must first be born again into the
family of God. They must be dildren of God, like Jesus was a Son d God. Then, they can be
baptized in the Holy Spirit, giving them power to be witnesses unto Jesus.

In John 738, Jesus sid, “Hethat believeth on me, asthe scripture hath said, out of his
belly shall flow rivers of living water.” What is Jesus talking about? Is He talking abou liquid
water coming out of aperson’'s belly? No. Jesusistaking abou the Holy Spirit, bringing the Word
of God ou of our spirit which isin our belly. Johnexplained thisin the next verse, saying, “ (But
this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receve: for the Holy Ghost
wasnot yet given; becausethat Jesuswasnot yet glorified.)” Thedisciplescould nd recevethe
baptism in the Holy Spirit until after Jesus was glorified. Jesuswas glorified by defeaing the devil
onthe Crossof Calvary. After Jesus defeaed the devil, by taking all our sins, iniquiti es, infirmities,
sickness and dseases uponHimself, then arose ayain from the dead. Jesus was glorified in His
victory over al the works of the devil .

Now that Jesus did what the Father sent Him into theworld to do,the Holy Spirit could come
and continue the works that Jesus did. The first thing that the Holy Spirit came to dowasto bring
the new birth (born again of the Spirit) (John 36,7). The next thing the Holy Spirit cameto dowas
to empower Christians to dothe same works that Jesus did.

Jesus sidin Acts 1:8, “y e shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon
you: and ye shall bewithessesunto meboth in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria,
and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” Christians need “power” to be agood witnessunto
Jesus. This power comes with the baptism in the Holy Spirit.

Thefirst disciplesto recavethe baptism inthe Holy Spirit receved onwhat iscdl ed the day
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of Penteast (Acts 2:4). The evidence that they did receve that power was that they spoke in
tongues. It saysin Acts 2:4, “ And they wereall fill ed with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak
with other tongues, asthe Spirit gave them utterance”

There are two important things abou this verse. It tell sus that “ they began to speak with
other tongues.” They did the spe&ing. God dd na speak through them withou their help. They
did the spe&ing. The seandimportant thing is*asthe Spirit gavethem utterance” The spe&ing
came from down in their spirit (in their belly), where the living waters come from that Jesus goke
of in John 738. Out of their belly came the utterance & they did the spe&king.

Any Christian whois aborn again child of God can recave the baptism in the Holy Spirit
with the evidence of spe&ing in tongues. It isagift from Godto al whowill believe.

Christiansmust beli evein order to speak withtongues. Jesus sidinMark 16:17,“ And these
signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak
with new tongues.” Every Christian who believeswill speg with new tongues. That iswhat Jesus
said, dorit let men teat you aherwise.

If you do no have the baptism in the Holy Spirit with the evidence of spe&ing in tongues,
you can recave it right now. God will give the gift of the Holy Spirit to every one of His children
whoask. Jesus sid in Luke 11:11-13,

If ason shall ask bread of any of you that isafather, will he give him astone? o if he

ask afish, will hefor afish give him a serpent?

Or if heshall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion?

If yethen, being evil, know how to gve goad giftsunto your children: how much more

shall your heavenly Father givethe Holy Spirit to them that ask him?

It isthewill of Godthat every one of His Children have the Holy Spirit and powver to dothe works
that Jesus did.

Just ask the Father in Jesus' name to give you the gift of the Holy Spirit with the evidence
of spe&ing intongues, andyouwill receve. But, remember, youmust dothe spe&king, the utterance
that comes out of your mouth will come from the Holy Spirit, down in your belly. But, if you do no
spedk, youwill not hea the tongues. Y ou must do the spe&ing, to hea the tongues.

Some Christians sy, “ why do | need the baptismin the Holy Sprit?” Simply, because that
is the way God determined He was going to give you the power to be awitnessunto Jesus. Who
wantsto “withstand God,” and say “ | dorit need the power, or | don't nead the baptismin the Holy
Sprit?”

The only way we can dothe will of Godin ou livesisto doit God sway, na man’s way.
We nedal the power andthe ability of Godin ou livesto dothewill of God hereoneath. If wetruly
love the LORD, and truly want to serve God here on eath, we shoud desire to do things the way
God says to dothem.

When Jesus walked onthiseath, He said, “I can of mine own self do nothing: as | hear,
| judge: and my judgment isjust; becuse | see&k not mineown will, but thewill of the Father
which hath sent me” (John 530). Jesus is our example, we shoud desire to dowhatsoever Jesus
taught us, andtold usto do.Weshoud desireto dothewill of God the same way Jesus did the will
of God.

To dothewill of Godin ou lives shoud beour greaest desire, above everythingelse. Don't
let anything else become more important in your life than to dothe will of God. We can enjoy the
world and the things of this world. Or, we can lay our life down for Jesus and follow Him. The
choiceisours.
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We must choose

The choiceis ours. God hes given us the dhoice to choose whatsoever we will . It is all
throughou the Bible. In the beginning there was the treeof life and the treeof knowledge of good
andevil. In Genesis2:16it says, “theL ORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of
the garden thou mayest freely eat.” Because that Godis Love, and knavs what is best for man,
the LORD said in the next verse, “ But of thetree of the knowledge of goad and evil, thou shalt
not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.”

This is the message throughou the Bible. Y ou chocse what you will do. For thase who
choose to dowhat the LORD saysto do,they will spend eternity with the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit. Those who do na choose to follow Jesus, “ by the leading of the Holy Spirit” will not
be with Him forever.

Jesussaid, “ Not every onethat saith untome, Lord, Lord, shall enter intothekingdom
of heaven; but hethat doeth the will of my Father which isin heaven” (Matt. 7:21). Thereis
moreto life than just cdling Jesus LORD. Thereis a dioicewe must make, who will we foll ow?

If we follow Jesus all the way, we will aways be with Jesus wherever Hisis, whether it be
here oneath or in heaven. We will be with Him forever. But, we must chocse erery day, whowe
will follow.

Did you knaw that it was a joy for Jesus to go to the aossand de for you and I. Look at
Hebrews 122, which says, “Looking unto Jesusthe author and finisher of our faith; who for
thejoy that was st before him endured the cross despising the shame, and is st down at the
right hand of the throne of God.” Jesus suffered the most horrible deah knavn to man at that
time. He was crucified for you and I. But, it was a joy for Jesus to suffer, for He know that there
would be some who would chocse to follow Him.

Tofoll ow Jesus, “wemust not follow” thosewholove theworld and the things of thisworld
(1John 215-17). We must be willi ng to lay our livesdown for Jesus, andfoll ow Him (Matt. 10:39,
16:25,Mark 8:35,Luke 9:24, 1733,John 1225,29. We must be willi ng to take up ou crossand
follow Jesus (Matt. 16.24, Mark 8:34,Luke 9:23, 1427).

We havethe dhoice heaven or hell, lifeor deah (Deu. 3015,19. We chocse which orewe
desire. The dhoiceisours, and no o can stop usif we will follow Jesus. Jesus has already made
theway. Heis“the Way, the Truth, and the Life” (John 146).

Theworld has another way. We can foll ow the world’ sway, or we can foll ow the way Jesus
taught. The choiceisours, which orewewill follow. Many have been deceved by the teadings of
men. But for those who li sten to their spirit, they will know that which is of God and that whichis
of man. We must choase between what Jesus taught and what men tead. Jesus said, “ No man can
servetwo masters: for either hewill hatetheone, and lovetheother; or elsehewill hold tothe
one, and despisethe other. Ye annot serve God and mammon” (Matt. 6:24).

For more help in your walk with the LORD, visit our Web sites

www.handsforjesus.org
www.handsforjesus.cc

49



