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Introduction

God knows everything. Thereisn’t anything that God daes nat know. God knaws eternity
from the beginning to the end. God knaws everyone who existed in all of credion.

Godis aways now. Therefore, God also has foreknowledge of what is going to happen in
the future. God knavsthe cmplete past, and God knavsthe mmpletefutureto the end d eternity.

Godknowsevery detail abou everyone'slife. In Matthew 10:30Jesus said, “thevery hairs
of your head are all numbered.” In Jeremiah 1.5, the LORD God said to Jeremiah, “ Before |
formed theein thebelly | knew thee and before thou camest forth out of thewomb | sanctified
thee and | ordained theea prophet unto the nations.” Every person ban into this world was
formed in their mother’s womb by God.

Therefore, God knaws everything and everyone ever born into thisworld. That means God
knows you aso. He knew you kefore you were formed in your mother’s womb.

Now the questionis, doyou knav God? If you say you do, hev well doyou knov God?



Covenant of Faith

God krew Abraham when he was 4gill i n Ur of the Chaldees. In Acts 7:2-4 Stephen said,

Men, brethren, and fathers, hearken; The God of glory appeared unto our father

Abraham, when hewasin Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Charr an,

And said unto him, Get theeout of thy country, and from thy kindred, and comeinto

theland which | shall shew thee

Then came he out of the land of the Chaldaeans, and dwelt in Charr an: and from

thence when hisfather wasdead, he removed himintothisland, wherein yenow dwell.
Genesis 11:31 says, “And Terah took Abram his ©n, and Lot the son of Haran his on's n,
and Sarai hisdaughter in law, his son Abram'swife; and they went forth with them from Ur
of the Chaldess, to gointo theland of Canaan; and they cameunto Haran, and dwelt there.”

In Genesis 12:1-5 it says,

Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get theeout of thy country, and from thy

kindred, and from thy father's house, unto aland that | will shew thee

And | will makeof theea great nation, and | will blesstheg and makethy namegreat;

and thou shalt be a blessng:

And | will blessthem that blesstheg and cursehim that curseth thee and in theeshall

all famili es of the arth be blessd.

So Abram departed, asthe LORD had spoken unto him; and L ot went with him: and

Abram was sventy and five years old when he departed out of Haran.

And Abramtook Sarai hiswife, and Lot hisbrother's ©on, and all their substancethat

they had gathered, and the soulsthat they had gotten in Haran; and they went forth to

gointotheland of Canaan; and into theland of Canaan they came.

Up urtil this point we seethat the LORD appeaed to Abraham when he was dill i n Ur of
the Chaldees, telling him to leave Ur and go to a placewhere He would show him. There is not
indicaionthat Abraham knew at that timethat the placewherethe LORD wanted him to go wasthe
land o Canaan. Evidently, Abraham spoke to his father abou this for it tells us that “Terah,
Abraham’s father, took Abraham, Lot, and Sarah, and departed from Ur and went and lived in
Haran.” Abraham stayed in Haran urtil hisfather died.

This could have been along time, for both Abraham and Lot gained much substance and
servants while in Haran (Gen. 125). Sometime, during that time the LORD may have spoken to
Abraham again. In Genesis 12:1 it says, “Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get theeout of
thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto aland that | will shew
thee” Thereby, we seethat Abraham maybe didn’'t know where hewasto gointheland d Canaan
thefirst timethe LORD spoketo him in Ur of the Chaldees. It could be that while Abraham wasin
Haran that the LORD told hm asemndtimeto leare “ hisfather’ shouse” and go to aplacewhere
He would show him (which wasin the land d Canaa).

Noticethis, sometimes the LORD needs to get us away from our famili es before He can get
us to obey Him. Remember what Jesus said abou our familiesin Matthew 10:34-38,

Think not that | am come to send peace on earth: | came not to send peace but a

sword.

For | am cometo set aman at varianceaganst hisfather, and thedaughter aganst her



mother, and the daughter in law aganst her mother in law.

And aman'sfoes dhall bethey of hisown household.

Hethat loveth father or mother more than meisnot worthy of me: and hethat loveth
son or daughter more than meisnot worthy of me.

And hethat taketh not hiscross and followeth after me, is not worthy of me.

For Abraham, “after leaving hisfather’ shouse,” the LORD made apromiseto Abraham, by
Saying,

And | will make of theea great nation, and | will blesstheg and makethy namegreat;

and thou shalt be a blesgng:

And | will blessthem that blesstheg and cursehim that curseth thee and in theeshall

all families of the earth be blessed.” (Gen. 122,3).

It was Abraham’ s obedienceto the LORD that brought the blessng uponAbraham and hs el (not
sedls, Galatians 3:16) after him.

By Abraham believingthe LORD, and oleying Him, hereceved the blessngspromised him.
Yea after yea, from the time Abraham looked for the blessng of the LORD, Abraham had to
endure by faith urtil the blesang came.

“Faith does not mean an instant manifestation.” Faith is“the time from when the promiseis
made urtil it manifests.” Abraham lived “by faith” in the Word of the LORD *“according to that
which the LORD had promised.” Romans 4:18 says, “W ho aganst hope believed in hope, that
he might becomethefather of many nations, according to that which was gpoken, So shall thy
seal be.” In ather words, Abraham had nahingto go by except “theWord of the LORD.” Therewas
no plysicd evidence ony the Word spoken to him.

Ead time the LORD appeaed to Abraham and spoke to hm, Abraham recaeved more
information concerning the promises. Eadh time Abraham had to obey the LORD, and continue on
in faith (with no plysicd evidence) acording to that which the LORD had spoken. It wasn't until
Abraham readed that placein theland d Canaan that the LORD spoke to him abou that land. In
Genesis127,it says, “the L ORD appeared unto Abram, and said, Untothy seed will | givethis
land...”

By faith, Abraham continued in the land d Canaan. Abraham continued going from one
placeto ancther, based uponthe promise that the LORD made him in Genesis 12:7. Through tough
times, even afaminein the land, Abraham continued to beli eve the promise the LORD made. Not
knowing all the detail s, Abraham went into Egypt during the famine (Gen. 1210). When Pharaoh
discovered that Sarah was Abraham’ swife, hesent Abraham andLot out of theland d Egypt, badk
into the land d Canaan (Gen. 131).

When strife aose between Abraham’s herdsmen and Lot’s herdsmen, Abraham and Lot
separated. Lot went toward the land d Sodam and Gomorrah. After Lot left Abraham, the LORD
said to Abraham, “Lift up now thine gyes, and look from the placewherethou art northward,
and southward, and eastward, and westward....For all theland which thou seest, to theewill
| giveit, and to thy seed for ever” (Gen. 1314,15. Then the LORD added,

And | will makethy seed asthedust of the earth: sothat if aman can number the dust

of the erth, then shall thy seed also be numbered.

Arise, walk through theland in thelength of it and in the breadth of it; for | will give



it unto thee(Gen. 1316,17%.

Someyeaslater, there was awar between certain kings. Five kings against four kings, and Lot and
his family were taken captive. When Abraham was informed of the cgture of Lot and those with
him, He went with his people and ahers nea him and rescued Lot, and defeaed the kings that had
taken them captive (Gen. 141-16).

Y eas went by and Abraham still had no teir. Abraham questioned the LORD concerning
the promise of an heir in Genesis 15:2. Then Abraham wastold hisheir would be hisown child, na
his ®rvant Eliezer of Damascus.

Alsoin Genesis15:18,the LORD made “a mvenant with Abraham,” which wasfor theland
to be posessd by Abraham’s el (not seals). It says, “In the same day the LORD made a
covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have | given thisland, from the river of Egypt
unto the great river, the river Euphrates.”

Abraham made mistakes, but the LORD did na change His Word, and continued with His
origina promiseto Abraham. In Genesis, Chapter Sixteen, when Abraham waseighty-six yeasold,
he had a son with Hagar, whom he named Ishmad (Gen.1616). But Ishmad was nat the son that
the LORD had promised Abraham.

In Genesis 17,the LORD appeaed to Abraham again and continued to make mvenantswith
Abraham. Genesis 17:1 says, “And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the LORD
appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and bethou
perfed.” TheLORD was pekingto Abraham abou hisobli gations, saying, “ walk before me, and
bethou perfead.”

Thenin versetwo, the LORD added, “ And | will makemy covenant between meand thee
and will multiply thee excedalingly.” In Genesis 17:4 the LORD said, “ Asfor me, behold, my
covenant iswith thee and thou shalt be a father of many nations.” The LORD then changed
Abraham and Sarah’ s namesto identify with the mvenant He made with them. Abraham, meaning
“father of agrea multitude (nations),” and Sarah, meaning “mother of nations.”

In Genesis 17 two covenants were mentioned between Abraham and hs .

1) Abraham’s seed which wasthrough Isaac ad Jaomb, which was cdl ed Israd (the seed of

Abraham acarding to the flesh--the sand d the seashore).

2) Abraham’s &l which is Christ, (thase which ae of faith--which was Abraham’s el

also acording to the stars of heaven).

The LORD said in Genesis 17:7,“And | will establish my covenant between me and theeand
thy sed after theein their generationsfor an everlasting covenant, tobea God untotheeg and
to thy seal after thee” Thisis speaking of what is cal ed the New Covenant, which is goken of
inGalatians 3:16,saying, “ Now to Abraham and his &l werethepromisesmade. Hesaith not,
And to sedls, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which isChrist.”

Therefore, therewere anumber of covenants madewith Abraham. But, most important were
two covenants, ore cdl ed the Old Covenant (the Law) and ore cdl ed the New Covenant. Look at
Genesis 22:15-18, which says,

And the angel of the LORD called unto Abraham out of heaven the seand time,

And said, By mysdlf have | sworn, saith the LORD, for because thou hast done this

thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son:

That in blessng | will blessthee and in multiplying | will multiply thy seed asthestars



of the heaven, and asthe sand which isupon the sea shore; and thy seal shall possss

the gate of hisenemies;

And in thy seal shall all the nationsof the erth be blessed; becausethou hast obeyed

my voice
When the angel of the LORD said, “ And in thy seed shall all thenationsof the earth beblessed,”
hewas geding of what is cal ed the New Covenant. The Old Covenant of the Law wasonly for the
children of Israd (the seed of Abraham after the flesh). Thereby, the Children of Israd had “two
covenants,” whereas thase who are “in Christ” have only one avenant, that is the New Covenant.
Even for the dnildren of Israd after the flesh, Jesus fulfill ed the Old Covenant or the Law for them,
because they must also come into the New Covenant “in Christ.” The Old Covenant of the Law has
now passed away and the New Covenant is now in full force (Heb. 813).

This New Covenant is not adually new, bu new to the Children of Israd who were under
the Old Covenant “nat knowing their Messah.” This New Covenant is the same Covenant that the
LORD had made with Abraham. Abraham was a Gentil e when the LORD made this covenant with
him. The Gentil eswere never under the Old Covenant of the Law. The Gentil eswere dways under
the New Covenant that was already establi shed with Abraham.

In short, a mvenant is an agreement between two parties. In the cae of the New Covenant,
this covenant is between God and thase “in Christ.”

Every covenant must have amediator between the two parties. The mediator brings bath
parties together and mediates between the two parties. The mediator of the old covenant of the law
was “the high priest,” (Aaron and those dter him). The mediator of the New Covenant is also the
High Priest (Jesus).

At the time of Abraham, the Priest was “Melchisedec king of Salem, priest of the most
high God” (Heb. 7:1). Yet it wasprophesied in Psalm 110:4, saying, “ TheL ORD hath sworn, and
will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek.” Now, the mediator
of the New Covenant is Jesus, the Son d God.

In1Timothy 2:5, it says, “ For thereisoneGod, and onemediator between God and men,
the man Christ Jesus.” Jesus becane High Priest after the order of Melchisedec and nd after
Aaron (who was the High Priest under the Law).

Notice something else of mgjor importance dou the New Covenant. Genesis 14:18 says,
“And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and hewasthe priest of the
most high God.” The sed of the New Covenant is* the Blood of Jesus.” When Melchisedec cane
to Abraham, he brought “the symbadl of thesed” of the amvenant (thisisthe same symbadl that Jesus
used with Hisdisciplesonwhat iscdl ed thelast supper (Luke22:19,2Q 1 Cor. 11:24,29. The New
Covenantis ded with“theBlood of Jesus.” Wheress, the Body of Jesusisalso animportant part
of the New Covenant.

Aaronwas the mediator of the cvenant of the Law. But the cvenant “of faith,” made with
Abraham “came before” the cvenant of the Law. Now look at Galatians 3:15-17, which says,

Brethren, | speak after the manner of men; Though it be but a man's covenant, yet if

it be confirmed, no man disannulleth, or addeth thereto.

Now to Abraham and his ed werethe promises made. He saith not, And to sedls, as

of many; but as of one, And to thy sead, which is Christ.

And this | say, that the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the law,



which was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should make

the promise of none dfed.

Jesuswasnat aL evite. Hewasnot of thesonsof Aaron. The priesthoodwas already establi shed with
Meéel chisedechbeforethe Law. The Law, which cameto the seed of Abraham after the flesh (the sand
of the seashore), could na change the priesthoodalready establi shed with Melchisedec d thetime
of Abraham.

Christ was“the Seed” of Abraham (acarding to the stars of heaven). Jesusisthe mediator
of the mvenant between God and those who are “in Christ.” Galatians 3:29 says, “And if ye be
Christ's, then are ye Abraham's e, and heirsaccordingtothepromise.” Therefore, towhom
was the promise made? It was made to thase who are “in Christ,”"and “after the faith of Abraham”
(Gal. 3:9,29. Before Jesus died and arose again from the dead, all those listed in Hebrews 11 “as
living by faith” were included in the covenant made with Abraham “after the faith.”

Thiscovenant “of faith” wasa @mvenant made*“ by promise,” nat by works. Galatians 3:18
says, “For if the inheritance be of the law, it is no more of promise: but God gawe it to
Abraham by promise.” It isvery important that we understand, “ if theinheritancebe of thelaw,
it isno more of promise: but God gaweit to Abraham by promise.”

The New Covenant is“by promise,” na by works. The Law (which required works), has
beenfulfill ed, and no orisany longer under the Law. We ae dl under “grace by faith,” Jewsand
Gentilesdike. InJohn 11517t says,

John bare witnessof him (Jesus), and cried, saying, Thiswas he of whom | spake, He

that cometh after meis preferred before me: for he was before me.

And of hisfulnesshave all we receved, and gracefor grace

For thelaw was given by Moses, but graceand truth came by Jesus Christ.

In John 129it says, “John seeh Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God,
which taketh away thesin of theworld.” Sinwaspaid for by theblood d the Lamb that was dain.

Sin is identified in 1 John 34, as “transgresson of the law.” It says, “W hosoever
committeth sin transgressth also the law: for sin isthetransgresson of thelaw.” According
to 1 Corinthians 15:56,"...thestrength of sinisthelaw.” Romans14:23says, “...for whatsoever
isnot of faith is sn.” Sinisnat theiswue in the New Covenant, “Faith istheiswue.”

The faith that started with Abraham is the important part of the New Covenant. It is ©
important that Ephesians 2:8,9 says,

For by graceare yesaved through faith; and that not of your selves: it isthegift of God:

Not of works, lest any man should boast.

Then Hebrews 10:38 tells us, “Now thejust shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my
soul shall have no pleasure in him.”

Our faithistheimportant isue, na our works. For theworksthat wererequired to bring God
and man together as one were finished onthe Crossof Calvary. Jesus did the works that we could
be saved “by gracethrough faith.”

Theworkswere dready dedared finished from thefoundition d theworld. Hebrew 4:3 says,
“For wewhich havebelieved do enterintorest, ashesaid, As I haveswornin my wrath, if they
shall enterinto my rest: although theworkswerefinished from the foundation of theworld.”
Revelation 138 says, “...the Lamb dlain from the foundation of theworld.”

The New Covenant we have with God is based upon®Faith.” This faith must be “Faith in



God.” Faith, that what God hed promised, He will surely bring to pass Remember, the faith of
Abraham was “faith in the Word” that God had spoken to him.

Our faith must nat bein what we can do, buiinthat which God has promised usin HisWord.
It is not our works of the flesh, but what God will doin ou lives if we obey God like Abraham
obeyed the LORD.

TheLaw,
a Typeand Shadav of Things to Come

Hebrew 9:7, spedking of the saaificefor sins, tellsus, “ But into the second went the high
priest alone once e/ery year, not without blood, which he offered for himself, and for the
errorsof the people.” The bloodwas placed uponthe Ark of the Covenant once every yea for the
sinsand transgressons of al the Children of Israd. By this saaifice atonement for sin was made
every yed.

This atonement was for “all the dildren o Israd” under the covenant of the Law.
Whatsoever sin or iniquity was committed, by whosoever committed the sin, it was atoned for by
the blood. That means, whatsoever sin ar iniquity they committed that yea, “they were dl atoned
for” by the blood.

What abou the New Covenant seded by theblood d Jesus Christ, our High Priest? Hebrews
9:11-14 says,

But Christ being come an high priest of goad things to come, by a geater and more

perfed tabernacle, not made with hands, that isto say, not of thisbuilding;

Neither by the blood of goasand calves, but by hisown blood he entered in onceinto

the holy place having dbtained eternal redemption for us.

For if theblood of bullsand of goas, and theashesof an heifer sprinkling theunclean,

sanctifieth to the purifying o the flesh:

How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the d@ernal Spirit offered

himself without spot to God, purgeyour consciencefrom dead worksto servetheliving

God?

How much more shall the blood d Jesus Christ do for those who are “in Christ?’ If the blood d
goats and cadves was all that was needed under the Law, how much more can the blood d Jesus
(which does not need to be shed every yea, bu is eternal), puge us of our sinsoncefor al? It is
very important that we understand this revelation d the Word of God.

We must believe God “according to His Word.” We must believe His complete Word, nd
just afew verses. God hes given us HisWord “ by promise.” If it isby promise, it is not of works,
but of faith.

Have you ever considered that, that which is by promiseis smilar to prophecy? Prophecy,
is“the spe&ing forth of the foreknowledge of God.” A prophecy must cometo pass It cannd falil.

What abou the promise of the LORD God to Abraham? What the LORD God promised
Abraham did cometo pass TheLORD knew what Hewas promising Abraham long before Abraham
knew all the detail s. But, what the LORD God promised Abraham concerning “Isaac”did come to
pass Sarah dd have a dild in her old age. Isaacwas “ the son of promise” (Gal. 4:23).

Even though Abraham and Sarah tried to fulfill what they thought was the plan of God for
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Abraham to have ason, (by Abraham having a son through Hagar), the LORD God s promise of a
son still remained.

What Christians need to understand is that God has made many promises to His Chil dren.
These promises, God will fulfill. They will cometo pass

But, be avare, Satan also hastakentheWord of God and made promisesthat looklikeit was
God, but they arefalse. Satan, through the serpent in Genesis 3:4,5said to Eve, “ Y eshall not surely
die...For God doth know that in the day ye et thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye
shall beasgads, knowing goal and evil.” Promisesli kethese, made by other spirits, will not come
to pass So do nd rely uponfalse promises, or false prophesies.

We must be sure that, “what we believe cane from God,” nat from some other source We
must know from the written Word of God, what God said na what others sy, “God said.”



God's Word to Christians

TheLORD God,whocreaed the heavensandthe eath,isGod,andHe cana lie. If Hesaid
it, will Henot keep HisWord? Numbers23:19says, “ God isnot aman, that heshould lie; neither
the son of man, that he should repent: hath he said, and shall henot doit? or hath he spoken,
and shall henot makeit goad?” Therefore, it isupto us, will we believe His Word?

First let us consider what God said abou sin, for Satan tries to keep us under his control by
reminding us of our past sins. Already in Isaiah 4325,26,the LORD said,

I, even |, am hethat blotteth out thy transgressons for mine own sake, and will not

remember thy sins.

Put me in remembrance let us plead together: dedare thou, that thou mayest be

justified.

Wemust rightly dividethe Word o truth (2 Tim. 2:15). That means, just becauseit is okeninthe
Old Testament, that does not mean it only appliesto the Covenant of the Law.

The New Covenant, which is “the Covenant of faith” made with Abraham was already in
effed beforethe Law. All during the Law, the New Covenant “whichisby faith’wasaso in effed.
Noticethis, King David operated acording to the New Covenant before Jesus died and arose ayain
fromthedead. King David wasaman* of faith"according to the amvenant “ of faith” the LORD made
with Abraham.

Therefore, thase things which dd na apply to the Law also applies to the New Covenant,
even though the sed of the blood d Jesus was nat yet shed onthe Cross But, what God cedared
finished from the foundation d the world, was already in effed from the foundation d the world.
Revelation 138 says, “...the Lamb dain from the foundation of the world.” God dedared the
Lamb dainfrom thefoundition d theworld, that means, theblood d theLambwasarealy ineffea
from the founcition d the world.

By this we know that Isaiah 4325,26 applies to the New Covenant as well as the Old
Covenant. If their sinswere blotted ou at thetime of Isaiah, hov much morewould ousaso have
been botted ou before we were born into this world?

Wewereborn after Jesus paid the priceonthe Crossof Calvary. Therefore, Jesushad already
blotted out our sinswith HisBlood, leforewewereborn (that is, before we even committed oresin
of our own). We @uld say, the bill was paid before we even owed anything. Before we sinned, the
pricewas arealy paid for our redemptionfrom sin.

Doesthat meanwe can sin, andit will not make any diff erence? Certainly not. Romans6:1,2
Says,

What shall we say then? Shall we continuein sin, that gracemay abound?

God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?

In1John 19it tellsus, “ If we confessour sins, heisfaithful and just toforgiveusour sins, and
to cleanse usfrom all unrighteousness” Every timewe sin we neal to be deansed from sin. It’s
like white dothing that we wea, when it gets dirty, it needs to be deaned. When we sin, we need
to be deansed from sin.

But, thereisaway to be deansed daily, that iswhat it tellsusin 1John 17. It says, “ But if
wewalk in thelight, asheisin thelight, we have fell owship one with another, and the blood
of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth usfrom all sin.”
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If we aewalkinginthelight as Heisin thelight, then Satan has nothing on ws. When we
are waking in thelight of God s Word, then Romans 8:2 tells us, “the law of the Spirit of lifein
Christ Jesus hath made mefree from thelaw of sin and death.” If we aefreeof thelaw of sin
and cedh, Satan has nothing on s.

Better yet, if we ae freefrom the law of sin and deah, then we shoud be receiving the
promisesthat God made us asHis Children. In Christ, we ae heirsandjoint-heirs with Christ to all
that belongsto Christ (Rom. 817).

Therefore, if we ae not walking in victory over the works of the devil, it’s our own fault.
God did na plan it that way. God danned that we shoud be walking in victory every day, all day.

Look at what God promised those who walk by faith. Hebrews 4:1-11.

Let ustherefore fear, lest, apromise being left us of entering into hisrest, any of you

should seem to come short of it.

For untouswasthegaspel preached, aswell asunto them: but theword preached did

not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it.

For wewhich havebelieved do enter intorest, ashesaid, As | havesworn in my wrath,

if they shall enter into my rest: although theworkswerefinished from the foundation

of theworld.

For he spakein a certain placeof the seventh day on thiswise, And God did rest the

seventh day from all hisworks.

And in thisplaceagain, If they shall enter into my rest.

Seang thereforeit remaineth that some must enter therein, and they to whom it was

first preached entered not in because of unbelief:

Again, helimiteth a certain day, saying in David, To day, &ter solong atime; asit is

said, Today if yewill hear hisvoice harden not your hearts.

For if Jesus (Joshua) had given them rest, then would henot afterward have spoken of

another day.

There remaineth therefore arest to the people of God.

For hethat isentered into hisrest, healso hath ceased from hisown works, asGod did

from his.

L et uslabour therefore to enter intothat rest, lest any man fall after the same example

of unbelief.

As Christians, weredly neal to study these verses. God expedsusto “ enter into arest,” whereby
we ceae from our own works of the flesh and “live by faith.” To live by faith, we must live
acording to that which God has promised us. If it is by promise, it is not of works.

That which is by promise, is that which God said He would do. Yes, God reals our
cooperation, for “with God nothing shall beimposgble” (Luke 1:37). In the natural, it was not
impasshblefor Mary to beaome pregnant and have Jesuswhil eshewas gill avirgin. But, God knavs
how to do things “supernaturaly.” God is a “supernatural” God. He loves doing things
“supernaturally.” When Mary agreed to believe the Word, the angel brought her, she becane
pregnant by the Holy Spirit and had a dild while she was gill a virgin. That is doing things
“supernaturaly.” Yet, theimportant thing is, Mary had to agree” with God,” for thisto happenin
her life.

Why did God come down from heaven and make Hisresidencein ou new spirit (when we
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were born again)? Because, God wants to work “with us” in all things that He promised us. What
God has promised, He will surely do,“with our cooperation.” If wewill cooperate “with God” and
believe Him acording to His Word, nahing shal be impassble.

Why did God rest onthe seventh day of credion? Was God tired? God is Spirit and spirits
don't get tired. No, Godrested onthe seventh day asatype and shadow of what Godwantsusto do.
For Godtowork, all Heneedsto dois” spedk HisWord,” andit comesto pass That’snot hard, even
for people.

But, did youredize that, that iswhat God wants usto doalso? God wants us to “speek His
Word,” and then rest while He bringsit to pass If we spe& the Word of God, kelieving that what
God has promised, He will surely bring it to pass Abraham believed the Word that the LORD had
spoken to im, andthe LORD did bring it to pass When Abraham was ninety-nine yeas old, God
said to Abraham in Genesis17:15-17,

Asfor Sarai thy wife, thou shalt not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall her namebe.

And | will blessher, and givetheea son also of her: yea, | will blessher, and she shall

be a mother of nations; kings of people shall be of her.

Then Abraham fell upon hisface, and laughed, and said in hisheart, Shall a child be

born unto him that isan hundred yearsold? and shall Sarah, that isninety yearsold,

bear?
Thenin verse nineteen it says, “ And God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear theea son indeed; and
thou shalt call hisnameIsaac: and | will establish my covenant with him for an everlasting
covenant, and with his sead after him.” In Genesis 18:14,the LORD said to Abraham, “Is any
thingtoohard for theLORD? At thetime appointed | will return unto theg accordingtothe
time of life, and Sarah shall have a son.”

Arethere any situationsinyour lifethat are “too hard for the LORD?" Y oumay think so, but
you need to renew your mind onthe Word of God so you get your thinking straightened ou. Those
who dorit believe the Gospel have let the devil blind their mindstoolong (2 Cor. 4:4). It'stimeto
stop listening to the devil and start listening to the Word of God. If we still t hink the way the world
thinks, it’s time to make some serious changes in the way we think.

How do we get our mind straightened ou? Romans 12:2 says, “ be not confor med to this
world: but be ye transformed by the renewing dof your mind, that ye may prove what is that
goad, and acceptable, and perfed, will of God.” We must kegp renewing our mind onthewritten
Word of God (espedally, ou obligations and the promises which are made to us in the New
Covenant). These promisesare madeto help us“liveby faith,” and“walk by faith,” and nd by sight
(2 Cor. 5:7).

Haveyouever noticed in Romans 10:8 it says, “ But what saith it? Theword isnigh thee
even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach” ? How does
the Word o faith get into ou heat and ou mouth?

Let mesuggest something, “if it isnot there, put it there.” Daily, keep studying the Scriptures
and spe&king the Word of God. The more you pu the Word of God in, the more the Word of God
will come out.

Proverbs23.7 says, “ For ashethinkethin hisheart, soishe...” InMatthew 12:34,35 Jesus
said,”...for out of theabundanceof theheart themouth speaketh.... A goad man out of thegoad
treasure of the heart bringeth forth goad things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure
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bringeth forth evil things.”

What some people cdl goodisnot goodinthe sight of God. What God cdlsgoodare those
things that agreewith His Word acrding to His covenant. In 1 John 215-17it says,

Lovenot theworld, neither thethingsthat are in theworld. If any man lovetheworld,

thelove of the Father isnot in him.

For al that isin theworld, the lust of theflesh, and thelust of the e/es, and the pride

of life, isnot of the Father, but is of theworld.

And theworld passth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God

abideth for ever.

Many Christians gpend most of their time doing what theworld dces, theway theworld daes
things. They have their mind onthe world and what is in the world that they can enjoy. They see
what othersare doing andenjoy watching what theworld dces. They lovewatching Televisionmore
then they love reading and studying the Word of God. They even love the world news, bu forget
abou the GoodNewsthat Godrevedsinthe Scriptures. They lovetheworld’ s portsandreaedion
and dorit have time for God s Word.

Then, when the Devil takes a strike & them with sicknessor disease, they wonder why God
doesn’t hed them. They never spent time with God when they were well, then when they are sick,
they want to “instantly” reg the benefits of what God dd for them. Some of them even get angry
with God kecause they claim Godisn't kegoing His Word.

If they would repent, God would forget their past and hed them. Jesus said, “that
repentance and remisson of sins dould be preached in his name among dl nation...” (Luke
24:47). Repentancein this type of situation would mean, stop foll owing the world, and get going
with God. Stopwatching the world’ s news and get into the GoodNewsin the Bible. Stop watching
worldly televison and get into the Bible and prayer.

In other words, pay attentionto God and HisWord and dorit pay any attentionto theworlds
news and happenings. The world can’t help you in the end. Only God can help you, so repent and
recave forgiveness so God can help you.

Don't get mad at God, God is nat your problem, God is the aaswer to your problem. The
devil isyour problem, heisthe god d thisworld and he has been blinding people’ s minds with the
things of thisworld all along. It’s time to repent, and li sten to what God hasto say in His Word.

So, where is their heat? Is it on the things of this world o the things of God? The best
answer is, to meditate uponthe Word of God day and right. Get the Word of God davninyour heat
and in your mouth, that is “the Word o faith.” Then, when you pray, God will answer. When you
believe the Word of God, you will seeresults. When you have the Word of God in your heat and
inyour mouth, al you reed to dois, speak the Word, and God will reward youwith the answer you
need.

Romans 1G:10says, “ For with theheart man believeth untorighteousness and with the
mouth confesson ismade unto salvation.” Salvation means “deliverance and protedion.” If you
neeal deliverance and protedion from sicknessand dsease or any other work of the devil, believe
the Word of Godin your heat and spe& it out of your mouth. That’s the way God danned it from
the beginning. Follow God s plan and it will work for you.

Don't dwell uponyour past. Onceyou have repented, then put behind you, thase things that
have kept you from walking with God and walk with God. Don't try to walk with God withou
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putting those things behind you. Onceyou have put them behind you, then receve forgivenessfor
your past and go onwith God.

God is dways now. God forgets the past every time aChristian repents and receves
forgiveness Once God forgets, then you must also forget. Satan will keep trying to remindyou o
your past. It’syour resporsibility to forget your past and nd let Satan keep you in bondge to your
past.

The best way to handle Satan’s reminders of your past is to mention the Blood. Keegp
reminding Satan of the Blood d Jesusthat cleanses youfrom all your past. The Blood d Jesus also
proteds youin the NOW, if you kelieve it and undrstandit.

You canna live in ignorance and exped God to work on your behalf. God gave us the
resporsibility to renew our minds onthe Word of God (Rom. 122).

Itisconsidered asin na to dowhat we know Godtold usto do.James4:17says, “ Therefore
to him that knoweth to do god, and doeth it not, to him it is sn.” Christians know what to do,
God shows it to them from their spirit, they are withou excuse.

If Christians would be doers of the Word and nd heaers only, Satan will have no dacein
their lives. It’ swhen Christians gop dangthe Word, andeven stop heaingtheWord, that Satan gets
aplacein their lives.

Living by theWord

In Matthew 4:4 Jesus said, “ It iswritten, Man shall not liveby bread alone, but by every
word that procealeth out of themouth of God.” Thenatural man livesby natural food.Christians
are nat natural men. They are born again o the Spirit. Therefore, they are to live by the Word of
God.

InJohn 653, Jesus sid, “ Verily, verily, | say unto you, Except ye eat theflesh of the Son
of man, and drink hisblood, ye have nolifein you.” What does Jesus mean by eaing His flesh
and drinking His blood? Thisis “symbalic language.” Eating His flesh and diinking His bloodis
consuming theWord of God. Jesusisthe Word of God.When we study and meditate uponthe Word
of God,and get it into ou minds and ou heat, we ae eding Jesus flesh and dinking His blood.

TheWord of God givesuseternd life. Withou the Word of Godwe have no eternd lifein
us. Eternal lifefor usisin Jesus (John 14). Heisour eternd life. Welivein Him andHelivesin us.
We recaved this eternal li fe when we receved Jesus Christ as our LORD and Savior.

Jesus and the Word of God are One (John 11,2). We continue to live in Christ Jesus by
living onthe Word of God.Weliveinthe spirit by consuming the Word of God daily, just aswe ed
natural foodto keep ou physicd bodesdive.

Our spiritual lifeisrecaved and maintained by living by the Word of God given to us “by
promise,” nat by worksof theflesh, na by man’ sability, but by the ailit y of Godworkingin usand
through us acording to His Word.

We must also uncerstand that, “ Death and life are in the power of thetongue: and they
that loveit shall eat thefruit thereof” (Prov. 1821). In 1Peter 3:10it says, “ For hethat will | ove
life, and seegoad days, let him refrain histongue from evil, and hislips that they speak no
guile.” Jesus saidin Matthew12:37,“ For by thy wordsthou shalt bejustified, and by thy words
thou shalt be mndemned.”
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Wemust bevery careful of thewordswe speak out of our mouth. Spegk only the Wordsthat
Godtells us to speak. Do na spedak words that condemn us or othersin the body of Christ. If we
condemn others, the same words we use against them will also be used against us. Jesus sid in
Matthew 6:14,15,

For if yeforgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you:

But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your

trespasses.

Therefore, forgive others, and God will forgiveus. Never look at some other persons past and hdd
what they have dore in the past against them. If they have repented and confessed their sins, then
their past isforgotten by God. Then we dso need to forget their past and forgive them for what they
have dorein the past.

Don't judge others, and we will nat be judged. “ Death and life are in the power of the
tongue...” Jesus sid, “ by thy wordsthou shalt bejustified...” We aenat justified by our works,
but we aejustified by what Jesus did for us. Therefore, we must agreewith God in what Jesus did
for us.

For heding, we must agreewith what the Word of God says abou heding. In 1 Peter 2:24
it says, “by whose stripes ye were healed.” If we were heded by Jesus' stripes, then Godis not
“going” to hed us, we ae “dready heded.” Maybe not ac®rding to what we seewith ou eyes, or
fed within ou bodes, bu, “we don't walk by sight, we walk by faith.”

We nedd to renew our minds acording to eternd life, na natural life. In eternal lifethereis
no time dement. Everything was aready dore before the foundation d thisworld. If it is already
dorg, then it is not something God is going to doin the future. God hes already doreit (it is past
tense, na future tense).

Therefore, we speek thasethingsthat arenat in the natural, asthough they were dready dore
inthe natural. Romans 4:17 says, “ (Asit iswritten, | have madetheeafather of many nations,)
before him whom he believed, even God, who quickeneth the dead, and call eth those things
which be not as though they were.” God spe&ks those things that are not as though they were.
Therefore, we dso sped those things that are not as though they were.

Inlsaiah 3324,it says, “ And theinhabitant shall not say,| am sick: the peoplethat dwell
therein shall beforgiven their iniquity.” Do nat even say you are sick. God says you are heded,
by the stripes’ Jesus borefor you onthe Crossof Cavary. Do na disagreewith God,and agreewith
the devil . The devil wants usto walk after the flesh, ac@rding to the drcumstances. God wants us
to walk in the spirit, acording to His Word.

We must renew our mindsto spe&k only that which God sayswe shoud spe&k. We must not
be conformed to thisworld, but “be transformed by the renewing of our mind” (Rom. 122).

What God says, is truth. What the world says, is what the devil wants them to say. Don't
foll ow the world, follow the LORD by the leading of the Holy Spirit within you. Thisis the most
important thing any Christian can do,“follow the LORD by the leading of the Holy Spirit within
you.’

Way too dten, Christians try to find another way, and look for those who think they have
foundancther way. Thereisno aher way that will work and continueto work forever. God has sent
theHoly Spirit to beour Teader, Helper, Guide, Leader, and Comforter. Withou thewritten Word,
the Blood d Jesus, andthe Holy Spirit, thereisnothing that can help us. No matter what elsewetry,
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it may looklikeit ishelping, bu it will not endure urtil the end. What theworld hasto dffer isonly
temporal. What God hesto dffer is eternal.

Let uslook at something very important in 1 John 58,9,

Andthereare threethat bear witnessin earth, theSpirit, and thewater, and theblood:

and thesethree agreein one.

If we recevethewitnessof men, thewitnessof God isgreater: for thisisthewitnessof

God which he hath testified of his Son.

When we understandthediff erencebetween the Old Testament Law andthe New Testament, we can
understand what the Scriptureis geding of in these two verses. In the Old Testament Law, it was
required that before aperson could be put to deah, there had to be two o threewitnesses (Deu.
17:6). Those withesses were people.

But, in the New Covenant we have threewitnesses which are greaer than the witnesses of
men. We have “the Holy Spirit,” “ the water (Word),” and “the Blood d Jesus Christ.” Noticethat
the Apostle John wsed the Greek word “huda” trandlated “water” in English “symbdlicdly” many
times. If you study the Gospel of John,the Epistles of John,and Revelation, wherever he used the
word “water,” youwill know that “most of the time” he was not speaing of liquid water.

One of the best examplesisin John 738, where Jesus sid, “Hethat believeth on me, as
the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.” When you see a
Christian going aroundwith rivers of liquid water flowing out of his belly, let me know. | haven’t
seen ore yet. Johnexplained what Jesus was talking abou in the next verse, by saying, “ (But this
spake heof the Spirit, which they that believe on him should recave: for the Holy Ghost was
not yet given; becausethat Jesuswasnot yet glorified.)” (John 739). The water that the Apaostle
Johnis writing abou is the Holy Spirit bringing “the Word of God’ out of our spirit. Thisistrue
prophecy. True prophecy is “ speging the Word of God by the unction d the Holy Spirit from our
spirit, na from our mind”

Therefore, Christians have “amore sure witnessof two or threewitnesss,” the Holy Spirit,
the Word of God, andthe Blood d Jesus Christ. Thesethreewill always st usfreg and ke usin
fellowship with the Father and the Son (1 John 13,4).

Itisimportant to understand, there dways needsto be & least two witnesses, and sometimes
three Thefirst twowhich are dwaysnecessary aretheHoly Spirit andtheWord of God. Then, when
athird witnessis necessary, we have the Blood d Jesus Christ.

The Word of God says, “if wewalk in thelight, asheisin thelight, we have fellowship
onewith another, and theblood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth usfrom all sin” (1 John 17).
ThisisGod sWord to us. Godcanna lie (Titus 1:2). When we aedaily cleansed by the Blood,we
have fell owship with the Father and the Son. By having fell owship with the Father and the Son,we
cancomebaldly beforethethrone of Godand make our requestsknown (Heb. 416). Whenwe come
to God, acwrding to His Word, which is His will, and make arequest, we know that He heas us,
and we know that He will answer acarding to ou request (1 John 514,15.

Isthere any other way that will guaranteeresultsbetter than the Word of God? No, that isthe
way, andtheonly way to get perfed resultsevery time. GodandHisWord are One (John 11,2). God
canna lie (Titus 1:2). Thedevil isaliar (John 844). Peoplelie (Num. 2319). But God rever lies.
Therefore, we can trust God totally and completely in every thing He says and daes.
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Healing for Our Bodies

What abou heding for our bodes? Can we trust the Word of God for complete heding for
our bodes? Certainly, when we @nsider everything God said in His Word concerning heding for
our bodes.

There are some @ndtions attached to the promises of heding to ou bodes. We must also
include the @ndtions that God gives usin His Word. In the Old Testament, the LORD (through
Moses) said to the dhildren of Israd, “ If thou wilt dili gently hearken to the voice of the LORD
thy God, and wilt do that which isright in his sght, and wilt give er to hiscommandments,
and keep all his gatutes, | will put none of these diseases upon theg which | have brought
upon the Egyptians: for | am the LORD that healeth thee” (Ex. 1526). Notice that for the
Children of Israd, there were some condtions to receving heding for their bodes.

For Christians, there ae dso some @ndtions for recaving heding. If we do not med the
condtions, Godis not obligated to hed us. In 1John 17 it said, “if wewalk in thelight, asheis
in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son
cleanseth usfrom all sin.” Sinisthe caisefor sicknessand dsease. Thisiswhy heding isonthe
Crossright along with forgivenessof sins. In 1 Peter 2:24 1t says, “W ho hisown self bare our sins
in hisown body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness by
whose stripes ye were healed.” So there we have it, forgivenessof sins and heding both onthe
Crossat the same time.

To remove sicknessand dsease, we must first remove the caise. We must walk in thelight
if wewant to be deansed from all sin. We caana continueto walk in darknessand still be deansed
from al sin.

If we aewalking in darkness we must first repent (that is, stopwalking in darkness before
we can walk inthelight). In 1John 16t says, “ If we say that we have fell owship with him, and
walk in darkness we lie, and do not the truth.” If we ae walking in darkness we must first
repent. In atype and shadow of repentancefirst, we could say, youwill never get apig clean while
heis gill i nthe mud. Y ou must first get the pig out of the mud before you can get him clean.

Now, we ae not under the Law, but we do have alaw written in ou heats and minds, that
we know God and His Word. Let uslook at what it says abou Christians knowing God' s laws. In
Hebrews 8:10-12it says,

For thisisthe mvenant that | will makewith the house of Isradl after those days, saith

theLord; | will put my lawsintotheir mind, and writethem in their hearts: and | will

beto them a God, and they shall beto mea people:

And they shall not teach every man hisneighbour, and every man hisbrother, saying,

Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from theleast to the greatest.

For | will be merciful to their unrighteousness and their sinsand their iniquities will

| remember no more.

Thisis“a promise” of God, given to us by promise, na by works. Godisthe One whowritesHis
lawsin o mindsandin ou heats. Y et, we aestill obligated to doour part, wemust live acording
to the laws that God writesin ou mindsandin ou heats.

Therefore, if wego contrary to HisWord, we make His promises of none-effed in ou lives.
We must first “repent, then confessour sins” andwalk in theli ght, then we can come baldly before

17



the throne of God and make our request known to God.

Under our covenant whichis*“by faith,” and nd by works, we must ncot let the devil hinder
us from receaving the promises. The LORD said in Hosea4:6, “ My people are destroyed for lack
of knowledge: becausethou hast rejeded knowledge, | will alsorejed thee that thou shalt be
no priest to me: seangthou hast forgotten thelaw of thy God, | will also forget thy children.”
Eventhough God heswritten Hislawsin ou minds, andin ou heds, Christianscan still forget what
God wrote there. When we forget those laws, Satan gets an advantage over us. Satan destroys our
bodeswith sicknessand dsease, simply becaise we have forgotten the laws of God which He has
written in ou mindsandin ou heats.

In many Churches today, it seams they have rgeded the knowledge given to Christians in
the New Covenant. They havelet the caesof thisworld become moreimportant than destroying the
works of the enemy. Satan isthe caise of al sin, for he sinned from the beginning (1 John 38).

One of the gredest hindrancesto receving hedingistheladk of teading oncondemnation.
Whocondemnsthosewhosin? First in John 317it says, “ For God sent not hisSon intotheworld
to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.” If God is nat
condemning us, thenwhois?In John 318it tellsus, “ Hethat believeth on him isnot condemned:
but hethat believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of
theonly begotten Son of God.” Therefore, we cndemn ouselvesif wedo nd believeonthename
of Jesus (the only begotten Son d God).

In Romans 8:1 it tellsus, “ Thereistherefore now no condemnation to them which are
in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” If we ae condemned, it is
becaisewe aewalking after theflesh, and nd after the Spirit. When wewalk acerding to theflesh,
we canna please God. Thisis al explained in Romans 8:5-8. But, going bad to Romans 8:2-4 it
Says,

For thelaw of the Spirit of lifein Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin

and death.

For what thelaw could not do, in that it wasweak through theflesh, God sending his

own Son in thelikenessof sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:

That the righteousnessof thelaw might befulfill ed in us, who walk not after theflesh,

but after the Spirit.

Many Christiansdo nd recevetheir heding becaise Satan kegos reminding them of their past sins.
They have dready repented and confessed their sins. But, Satan kegxsreminding them, to kegp them
from recaving their heding.

Therefore, we must look at what it tell s usin Romans 8:31-34. It says,

What shall wethen say to thesethings? If God befor us, who can be aganst us?

Hethat spared not hisown Son, but delivered him up for usall, how shall he not with

him also freely give us all things?

Who shall lay any thing to the dharge of God'seled? It is God that justifieth.

Whoishethat condemneth? It isChrist that died, yearather, that isrisen agan, who

iseven at the right hand of God, who adso maketh intercesson for us.

The only One who could condemn us is Christ. But instead of condemning us, Christ is making
intercesgon for us. Hebrews 2:11 tells us, “For both he that sanctifieth and they who are
sanctified are all of one: for which cause heis not ashamed to call them brethren.”
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IsGod condemning us? No. IsChrist condemning us? No. Then whoiscondemning us? We
are @mndemning ourselves becaise we do nd believe on the name of Jesus.

Christians neal to be using the name of Jesus against all the works of the devil. Jesus said
tousin Luke 10:19,“Behold, | give unto you power to tread on serpents and scor pions, and
over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you.” Jesus name is
abowve every name. Jesus has given us authority to use His name against all the works of the devil.

We must nat let our past hinder us from walking in the light and receving al that God hes
promised us, which includes heah and heding for our bodes. The pricefor our heding is arealy
paidinfull. Don't let the devil sted that whichisyours*by faith,” nat by works. God gaveit to us
“by promise,” nat by works.

Whereare Christiansmissngit when it comesto hedingfor their bodes? First, many do nd
know their covenant, which is “by faith” and nd by works. Some Christians know parts of their
covenant (such as knowing that heding isonthe Crossright along with sin), yet they still | et Satan
sted their heding. They let the thoughts in their minds gop them from getting the Word in their
heat that, “by Jesus's dripesthey are dready heded.”

One of the greaest hindrances to receving their heding isin aladk of knowledge of faith.
James putsit thisway, “W hat doth it profit, my brethren, though aman say he hath faith, and
have not works? can faith save him?” (James 2:14). Is James now saying we ae saved by works?
Is James saying we caana be saved withou works?

Many have misunderstood what James is saying. This word “works,” has more than ore
meaning. What James is sying is, “faith withou correspondng adionis deal.” If we have faith,
then we must badk up ou faith with “correspondng adion.” Abraham put adion to his faith.
Christians need to “put adionto their faith.”

If Christians are to recevetheir heding, which isarealy theirs by what Jesus did for them
onthe Cross they need to recave it “Now.” In most cases, the manifestation daes not come urtil
Christians put adion to their faith. Many Christians let the devil stop them from receving their
manifestation d heding by not putting adion to their faith.

We seeChristians all over the world getting prayed for, and then they just sit there waiting
for something to happen. Aslong as they sit there and wait, nahing happens. They need to get up
and dowhat other peopledowhoare heded. If they couldn't walk beforethey were prayed for, then
when they get prayed for, they need to pu some adionto their faith andget upandwalk. When their
confesson daes nat line up with their adions, there is ssmething wrong with their confesson.

Ancther hindrancetofaithisladk of knowledge of our Covenant. A covenant isan agreement
between two or more parties. A covenant usually requires both parties have resporsihiliti es. In our
covenant with God, we have resporsihiliti es and God has resporsibiliti es.

To understand these resporsibiliti esit is necessary to uncerstand why we have a ©venant
with Godto beginwith. The eaiest way to explainthat is, GodisLove, and Godloves peoplewhom
He credaed. Becaise of God s love, He made a @venant with Abraham (after he obeyed God). If
Abraham would na have obeyed God and left Ur of the Chaldees, wewould nd have the mvenant
that we have now.

So let uslook at these two important things concerning our covenant with God. First of all,
Godislove andlove never forces' anyoneto doanything. Love offersto domany things, but never
forces anyone to doanything.
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By the love of God, Jesus went to the aossand took uponHimself al our sins, iniquiti es,
infirmities, sickness and dseases. Therefore, by Hislovewehavehedingfor our bodes. He drealy
paid the price and heding is ours by what Jesus did for us.

Y et, there ae many who are still sick and dying of diseases. Why? Thereisa condtion on
our part. That condtionis, “we must recave what isours.” Godwill not forceus“to receve” what
He has already provided for us. If we do nd receave by faith what is ours, we will remain sick and
even diefrom sicknessor disease. Not, becaise God dd na doHispart of the avenant, but becaise
we did na do ou part of the mvenant.

It's nat that God daesn’t want us heded. God hes already dore His part on the Cross of
Calvary. It'sour part to believewhat God hesalready donefor usonthe Crossof Calvary. Jesus said
inMark 16:16,“ Hethat believeth and isbaptized shall be saved; but hethat believeth not shall
bedamned.” In ather words, if we dorit believe God s Word, we will not receve what is already
ours. Whatsoever it is that God hes promised us, if we don't believe, we will not receve. To the
man, whose son hed a ded and dumb spirit, Jesus said, “1f thou canst believe, al things are
posgbleto him that believeth” (Mark 9:23).

What many Christians are not doing isunderstandingwhat is said “besides’ the very words
spoken by Jesus. When Jesus said, “all things are possble to him that believeth,” Heis, at the
sametime saying, “nathing isposshbleto them that do nd believe.” If wedon't believe, wewill not
receve.

We have a ovenant with God, kased upon‘faith.” Outside of faith (or withou faith), wedo
not have a ovenant with God. Our covenant is based upon‘“faith.”

Faith and kelieving aresimil ar to ead ather. What many Christiansdo nd understandisthat
“believing” operatesfrom our mind, whereas “faith” operates from our spirit. Being anew creaure
in Christ, al Christians have “faith.” Faith is a fruit of the Spirit, in ou born again spirit (Gal.
5:22,23. Every Christian hasfaith. Every person, Christian or nat, has the aility to believe.

Now, let uslook at ancther thing of importance @ncerning recaving healing, or anything
elsethat isours by promise. In Luke 1:37,the angel said to Mary, “ For with God nothing shall be
impossble.” The words “with God,” imply that it must be in cooperation with God. We must
cooperate with God acarding to HisWord. To bein a amvenant with God, we must cooperate with
God in everything God says in ou covenant. If we do nd cooperate “with God,” then we ae
bre&ing our covenant, and the covenant is of nore-effed in our lives.

Many Christians have missed it onthispart. | know of Christianswho ded, smply becaise
they said, “if Godwantsto hed me, thenit’supto God.” No, it’snot upto God. God daes want to
hed everyone, even thase who are not Christians. That is proven by the fad that Jesustookall our
sicknessand dsease uponHimself onthe Cross That proves that God wants us heded. Now, it’s
no longer up to God, bu it’supto ead individual, to “receve” what is already theirs. If they are
going to wait for God to hed them, “if He wantsto,” they will die waiting for God.

Ancther placewhere many Christians have missed it isin saying, “it’s al inthe LORD’s
hands.” | have seen Christians, even Pastors of Churches die, becaise they said, “it’s al in the
LORD’s hands.” They say they have put their heding in the LORD’ s hands. Some have prayed and
prayed and prayed, and then gave up, saying “it’sal inthe LORD’ shands,” or saying, “I’'m leaving
it uptothe LORD.”

Y oucanna makethe LORD resporsible for what He has already made you resporsiblefor.
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He gave ustheresporsibility to “recave” what isours. He will not forceus*“to receve.” Recaving
isour part of the Covenant. Providing for heding is His part of the Covenant. He has arealy dore
His part, now it’supto usto do our part.

Many Christians are being destroyed for aladk of knowledge of the Word of God. Satan is
blinding their minds because they do nd understand their covenant with God. It's not God s faullt,
but it’ sthe Christian’ s themselves. They are nat doing their part of the Covenant. We must do ou
part, God hes aready dore His part.

Ancther areawhere Christians are misgng it when it comesto recaving their hedingisin
“whothey get to pray with them?’” There ae many Christians today, cdli ng themselves “ Pastors.”
Many of these do nd have the anointing necessary to be aPastor. They took the titl e of Pastor, but
have na receved the anainting from the LORD to be aPastor. Thisisavery sad situationindeed,
for those who belong to their churches do nd get the proper teading on haw to receve heding.
Therefore, when they get sick, their Pastor sometimes tell s then to go and see adoctor. The Bible
does nat tead that.

The Bible teates that a Pastor is to take them to the LORD acarding to the Word of God
written in ou New Testament (Covenant) and get them heded. Thisisthe duty of a Pastor.

| have seen Pastors who go and Misit peoplein their homes and haspitals, thinking they are
obeying James 1:27,which says, “ Pure religion and undefil ed before God and theFather isthis,
Tovisit thefatherlessand widowsin their affliction, and to keg himself unspotted from the
world.” When they visit thosewhoare sick, instead of praying acording the Word of Godfor their
heding, they try to comfort them in their pain and suff ering. They become like “Job’s comforters,”
not helping thase who read heding at all. But instead, helping Satan destroy their bodes with
sicknessand dsease. When the person des, they say they were doing their duty, by preparing them
to med the LORD in heaven when they get there. Satan sure has their minds blinded to the truth of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Remember, part of Job' sproblem washisthreefriends, which some cdl “Job’ scomforters.”
Had Jobli stened to Eli hu,the yourg prophet sent by the LORD, his stuationcould have been turned
around much ealier in his gruggle with the bails that Satan smote him with (Job 27). When
Christiansare sick, “they don't need those Pastors,” that doni't know how to take apersons sckness
and dseasesto the LORD and get them heded.

Lookat what it says about Elihu,in Job 322, “ Then waskindled the wrath of Elihu the
son of Barachel theBuzite, of thekindred of Ram: aganst Job washiswrath kindled, because
hejustified himself rather than God.” Thisis many timesthereasonwhy Christianswhoaresick
and neal heding don't get heded. They don t need someoneto comfort them intheir sickness They
need someonetolead them inrepentancefrom their sin of self-justificaion.Oncethey haverepented
of their self-righteousnessand salf-justificaion, it is easy to get them heded.

| have been at funeral services of Pastors, where they had many other Pastors praying for
them and uvsiting them all the time whil ethey were sick at home, andin the hospital. They were not
helping the sick, they were only helping the devil destroy them and take the sick personslife.

There are many “Job's comforters,” in the paosition d Pastors of churches today. We need
to be praying for them, because of their ignorancein the “Covenant of faith.”

Let uslean from the book d Job, why Job was sck with balsandwhat it took to get him
heded? In short, many have nat studied ou the book d Job. They have taught what they have hea
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otherstead, nd sedng the truth that they shoud have seen.

In Chapters one andtwo, the LORD said to Satan, “ Hast thou considered my servant Jab,
that thereisnonelike him in the arth, aperfed and an upright man, onethat feareth God,
and escheweth evil?” (Job 1:8). Don't dways think because of what it says here that Job dd na
have aproblem that brought upon hmself his condtion. The LORD does nat aways tell the devil
what the devil wantsto hea. Even at that, sometimes the LORD spe&ks thaose things that be nat as
though they were (Rom. 4:17). Sometimes, asthe LORD seesthe endfrom the beginning, He spe&ks
acording to the end, nd the beginning.

Consider this, if Job dd na have aproblem, then when the LORD permitted Satan to smite
Jobwith bals, theLORD would havebeen“unjust.” TheLORD isnever unjust inanything Hedoes.
Therefore, we nead to seewhat Job's problem was that opened the doa for Satan to smite Job.

Sewndy, if Job dd na have aproblem, then why did the LORD send Elihuto spe& to Job
in chapters thirty-two through thirty-seven? Why did the LORD spe&k to Job from awhirlwindin
Chapters thirty-eight through forty-one? There surely seans a problem that Job reeded to see and
make the necessary changes in his attitude.

Elihuidentified Job' s problem in Job 321,2,when he said, Job*“ wasrighteousin hisown
eyes.” Thenin versetwo, Elihusaid, Job* justified himself rather than God.” In Job 339, Elihu
was Peaing “by the unction o the Holy Spirit” when he said that Job hed said, “I am clean
without transgresgon, | am innocent; neither isthereiniquity in me.”

Therefore, Job dd have aproblem, that opened the doa for Satan to destroy in hislife. As
Christians, we must reagnize Job's problem and understand why Job was attadked by the devil.
Once we seethis, then we must also look at the solution to Job's condtion. What did Job b to
regain his hedth, and then also become so blessed by the LORD?

First we seein Job 421-6 that Job repented of his =lf-righteousness and self-justification.
He dso admitted that he had spoken words without knowledge (Job 423).

Foll owing Job's repentance and confesson d his sns, the LORD then acknowledged Job
as His srvant (Job 427.8). Now, let uslook at Job 427,8which says,

And it was o, that after the LORD had spoken these words unto Job, the LORD said

toEliphaztheTemanite, My wrathiskindled against theg and aganst thy twofriends:

for ye have not spoken of me thething that isright, asmy servant Job hath.

Therefore takeunto you now seven bull ocksand seven rams, and goto my servant Job,

and offer up for yourselves a burnt offering; and my servant Job shall pray for you:

for him will I accept: lest | deal with you after your folly, in that ye have not spoken of
methe thing which isright, like my servant Job.
Noticethat Job's comforters were nat withou sin either. They also needed to make restitution for
their wordsandadions. It wasn't just Jobwho opened thedoa for Satan to destroy in hislife. Job's
threefriends, were dso in neal of repentance

The last thing we neeal to see dou Job's deliveranceis that his captivity was not reversed
until after Job prayed for histhreefriends also. In Job 4210it says, “ And the LORD turned the
captivity of Job, when he prayed for hisfriends: alsotheL ORD gawve Job twiceas much ashe
had before.” It wasafter that Job prayed for thasethreethat the LORD turned Job' scaptivity around
and Hessd Job.

As Christians, we nedl to seethe total story of Job, nat what some ae teating abou Job.
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We ned to first put away al self-righteousnessand sdlf-justification. Then, we neeal to pray for
thosewho arelike “Job’s comforters.” They also need to repent, and comeinto agreament with the
“Covenant of faith” which we have with God, through Abraham, “in Christ.”

Therefore, we must understand haw that thedevil getsaplacein ou lives, when we openthe
doa for hisattadks. Wemust understandwhat happensto thasewhoarein Christ and deof sickness
or disease.

Satan isthe one who hesthe power of deah, nd Jesus. We beli eve Jesus will recavethose
who are Hiswhen they die. But, the LORD’ sway of recaving someone when they leave this eath
isthat they just simply “ give upthe ghost, andgo to bewith Jesus.” Christiansdo nd need to besick
to de. Sicknessand dsease ae works of the enemy.

O’ how important it isto understand ou covenant, and the way the LORD works, that we
do nat help the devil do his destroying among Christians. We don't need Pastors who are “Job's
comforters.” We neal Pastors who have the anointing that is necessary to dothe work of a Pastor.
That anointing only comes from the LORD as they enter through the Door of the shegofold (John
10:1,7).

When the LORD cdls ssmeone into the ministry of aPastor, He dso anointsthem with the
anointing necessary for apersoninthe officeof aPastor. Withou that speaal anointing of aPastor,
they canna dothe work of aPastor. They only “take the position d aPastor” withou the adility to
dothe work of a Pastor.
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