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Ask and Recave

In Matthew 7:7, Jesus said, “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find;
knock, and it shall be opened unto you.” It isimportant when weread verseslikethisinthe Bible
that we understand the whole message. Jesus did na say to ask your neighbar, or your friends, or
anyone dse.

Jesus was talking abou asking God. In Matthew 7:11, Jesus said, “ If ye then, being evil,
know how to gve goad gifts unto your children, how much more shall your Father which is
in heaven give goad thingsto them that ask him?”

Satan is cdled the god d thisworld in 2 Corinthians 4:4. We nedd to be sure that we ae
asking the right god, therefore, Jesus made it plain that He was talking abou “asking our Father
which isin heaven.” If we dowhat the Scripturestell us, wewill enjoy life here oneath, andthen
enjoy eternal lifein heaven also.

Thereasonso many Christiansdo nd enjoy life here oneathisbecaisethey go throughlife
trying to make it ontheir own ability. They try to be good, horest, hardworking people. But, they
never ask God to help them when they need help.

When many Christians fail to please God, they turn away from God to the world. Many of
them get invalved in lying, steding, cheaing, andall sortsof things, just trying to get by. Someturn
to drugs, crime, and end upin prisons al over the world. There ae multitudes of Christians in
prisons al over the world. They turned away from God to try to make it ontheir own.

Why didn't they ask God when they needed help? They could have, and God would have
hel ped them. God loves them, and wants to help them, bu they do nd ask God.

| learned alot abou asking Godin my life, by my own experiences. | could say, “hundeds
of times’ | asked God to help me and He helped me. Many of the times God dd things for me
“supernaturaly” when | asked Him. Other times, God would work ou all the detail s using other
people to help me. God loves us and wantsto help us, “when we ak Him.”

Onetimemy oldest songot himself into asituation,where helet another persontalk him into
going with him to buy aBB Gun.First of al, it was not legal to have aBB Gunin the aty wherewe
lived. Secondy, this other person wanted my sonto pay for the BB Gun for him.

God knaws everything, all the time. When things like this happen, we need to ask God for
help. What happened was that my younger son came home from schod aonethat day. | asked hm
where his brother was? He told me, he had gone somewhere with another boy. He did na know
where they went.

| waited an hou or so and my older son ddn't come home. So | cdled this other boy’'s
mother and she did na know where the two boyswere. So, | started to pray in the Spirit, waiting to
get an answer astowhat to da? About 6:00pm that day, | asked Godto help. | said,“ Holy Sprit, You
know where my sonis, please bring im home for me, Thark You’ !

Abou 6:30pm that day my sonwalked into the house. | asked hm where he was? He told
me this other boy talked him into withdrawing money out of his svings acourt and go to a
hardware store in ancther city to buy aBB Gun.

When | asked him if hebought the BB Gun, hesaid, No. | asked hm what happened?Hesaid
abou 6:00pm he was going with this other boy through the parking lot of a hardware store to buy
the BB Gun. When, al of asudden helooked at his watch and ndiced the time. He told the other



boy, “ | haveto gohame right now, my dadis waiting and e doesn’t know where |l am.” My son
came home withou buying the BB Gun.

God knows everything, and is waiting for us to ask Him for help when we have anedl.
Ancther time, my son was working in a fast food gace He worked the last shift, and would stay
after midnight to clean up.He usualy washome by 1:00am. Onenight | got up at abou 1:30am and
my sonwas not hame. | prayed, “ Holy Sprit, You know where my sonis, bring im home for me,
Thark You’ ! Abou 2:00am my soncamewalking into the house. | was gill up,so | asked hm why
hewas 2 late? He said, he and some others who worked there got to talking, and he did na redize
how late it was. Then, all of asudden about 1:30am helooked at the time, and told them he nealed
to get home. He knew | was waiti ng for him to come home. God is faithful to help if we will ask.

Inthislife, timescan betrying, bu if wetalk to God and ask Him, Hewill help us. God pus
thoughtsin ou mindsto help us. We must recognize the thoughts that God pusin ou minds. We
must discern the diff erence between the thoughts of the devil and the thoughtsthat God pusin our
minds. God sthoughts are usualy very positive, and they usualy comewhen we aethinking abou
something else entirely. We must learn to recognize the thoughts that God pusin ou minds.

Onetime | was planning on going to Oklahomathe last week of July. | thought, “it gets hot
in Oklahoma & that time of theyea.” So | dedded to change the thermostat in my vehicle.

Whil e | was changing the thermostat | head a “cradk” soundfrom the thermostat housing.
| knew the housing was cracked, and | thought | shoud get anew one and put it on keforel leavefor
Oklahoma.

Whenweunderstandspiritual things, weunderstandalso how that Satan pusthoughtsin our
minds. Satan triesto kegp us from having successin life. Satan dceesn’t want us hearing from God,
he wants to control thingsin ou lives. Satan kegos putting thoughtsin our minds day and nght.

What happened was, | got so busy doing other things that | forgot to get a new thermostat
houwsing and pu it on keforel left. Abou two-hunded andfifty milesfrom home, it was 6:00pm in
theafternoon oraFriday, andthe engine overheaed. | stopped at aservicestationandtold theowner
what happened. It wastoolateto get apart at that time, so he had me stay overnight, so he muld get
apart abou 8:00am in the morning.

We stayed there that night. But abou 5:00am we were avake and got up. | thought, “I’ve
driven abou two-hunded and fifty miles before it over heaed. | could leare and dive dou one-
hunded milesto alarger city long before 8:00am. There | could get apart and pu it onmyself. By
that | could save alot of time on getting to Oklahoma.”

As | was driving aroundthe larger city | forgot to stop and get a part. Many miles past that
city the engine overheaed again. | stopped at a Wayside, and got some water. | cooled down the
engine and thought | would stop at the next city and get apart. | drove past that city aso, forgetting
to stopfor apart. When | wasalong distancefrom any large aty, the engine overheaed again. | saw
an auto repair shop nd toofar off the Highway, and dove over thereto seeif | could get some help.

The man at that auto repair shopwas not very helpful. | got there dou 10:30am. He kept
telling me, he wastrying to get a part, bu hadn't found ore yet. This kept on urtil amost 5:00pm.
Then hetold methat there were no partswithin 100miles. | would haveto stay until Monday when
he wuld get a part from adeder abou one-hunded miles away.

| was praying in the spirit, and it cameto me, “put the old pert badk on,and get some water,
and start driving.” | asked for the parts bad that he took df and pu them on myself. | stopped at a



Restaurant afew blocks away and got abou five gall ons of water.

| started driving down the road, bu abou every threeto five miles the engine would
overhed. | had to cod it down, add some water, and go again. This happened threeor more times.
| only made it abou fifteen miles and was runnng out of water.

| then started to pray to the LORD for help. | confessed to the LORD that it was my fault, |
did na dowhat | knew to doa number of times. | asked the LORD to forgive me and help me.

| fill ed upthe radiator oncemore and started driving. Thistime | drove dou fifteen miles
withou overheding (threetimesfurther then any of the other times—that had to bethe LORD helping
me).

| droveinto afilli ng stationalong the highway. Aswedrovein the atendant was coming out
to med us. It seaned alittl e unusual to me that He came out to med us before we even got to the
gas pumps. It seems, he knew we were coming. He said, “ What can | do for you’ ? | told him “ |
nealed a new housing for the thermostat.” It wasjust 6:00pm at thetime, and hesaid, “L et me see
which one you read.” Helooked at the housing and said, “ I’'m gaing to make a telephore all.”
Then he cane badk and said, “T hey have one right here in town, they re going to wait for me to
comeand gt it. I'll beright back” and ke left. By 7:00pm he had the new thermostat housing on
and we were on ou way.

If I would na have prayed and asked the LORD for help | dorit know what would have
happened? It isimportant to understand the Gospel. It isthe power of God urto salvation. Salvation
means, “deliverance and protedion.” If weneead help, we shoud ask the LORD andHewill help us.

| had agoodfriendin the LORD yeas ago. He has now gone to be with Jesus. He told me
what happened yeas ago in his life. He was in the Auto-body repair business He had been in
businessfor afew yeas. Then hewent out of businessbecaise he ould na get enough work to pay
hisbill s. He put al of histodls and equipment in storage.

One day he d@tended a meding of some Christian businessmen. Someonetold him, * If you
would ask the LORD to bringinwork, Hewill doit for you.” Thisbrother in the LORD got excited
and the next day (which was a Saturday), he went looking for a building to rent and start up in
businessagain.

Hefoundabuilding for rent that was onaside stred, just off amain stred. He talked to the
owner and told the owner that he wanted to rent the building to use for an Auto-body repair shop.
He did na have any money, bu told the owner that the LORD was going to bring in the work. He
promised the owner that if he would let him use the buil ding for one month, he would pay him two
months rent beforethe end d thefirst month. The owner said to him, your ideaseansalittl e aazy,
but I will | et you move your equipment in based uponyour promise.

That day, he moved his equipment into that building. On Monday morning he prayed,
“L ORD | amhereandready for business Bringmein somework. Thark YouJesus.” Shortly after
he prayed a ca pulled upin thefront of the buil ding. Thedriver asked, “ Isthere an Auto-body shop
somewhere around lere?” My friend said, “ Yes, right here!” Then the driver said, “ | need some
work doreonmy car. | wasdrivinginthe area andthe LORD said to me, go over to thisplaceand
have your car repaired today.” That wasthefirst job hedid in that place

From that day onfor threemonths, every time he needed work hewould pray andthe LORD
would send hm more work. For threemonths he dways had work. During those threemonths he
did nat have atelephorein the building. He did na have aty sign ou in the front letting people



know hewasinthe Auto-body repair business Many peoplewould stopandtell him, the LORD said
they shoud cometo him and hewould dotherepair work ontheir vehiclesfor them. The LORD was
bringing in the work, simply, becaise he asked the LORD.

During thase threemonths he took in alot of money. He paid histithesto his church. They
said he was the largest tither in the dhurch. After threemonths he got atelephore and pu upasign
to let people know he was in the Auto-body repair businessat that locaion.

But that did na stop hm from praying and asking the LORD to bring in more business He
continued to ask the LORD whenever he needed morework. He continued to pay histithesandthank
and praise the LORD for everything. For yeas, he was the largest tither in the church where he
attended.

When | first met this brother in the LORD, he had his own buldings (a house and arepair
shop). Both buldingswere paid for, and he and hiswife started a Church in their house. They gave
tothe poa, food,clothing, and aher thingsthey needed. They never asked people for money. They
always had the money they needed to pay al their hill s.

This brother in the LORD and hs wife mntinued to ask the LORD to kring in work. The
work kept coming in. Many times they had more work than they could do.They sent alot of jobs
over to ancther brother inthe LORD, whowas also inthe Auto-body repair business His shopwas
abou two or so miles away.

The LORD isfaithful to take cae of thase who are His own, and ask Him when they need
something. Godwantsto suppy al our neals. But, He dso wants usto oley Him and ask when we
have anedl.

The LORD took good care of this brother in the LORD. After many yeas of serving the
LORD, he went to be with Jesus on hs birthday at seventy-two yeas old.

What would have happened in this brothers life if he had na asked the LORD? | dorit
believe hewould have had the successhe had if he had na asked the LORD when he needed work.

When weleanto ask the LORD for what we have need df, that iswhen the LORD answers.
Jesus Himself said, “ Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall
be opened unto you” (Matt 7:7).

| am sure there ae many Christians today who have gone withou their needs being met,
simply becaise they never asked the LORD for what they had need of. Many Christians have been
taught other ways to try to get their needs met. Yet, if they would believe what Jesus said, and do
what Jesus said, it will work for them also, just asit did for my goodfriendin the LORD.

The wife of thisfriendin the LORD is 4ill li ving today. She put the LORD first in her life
yeasago. Whil e her husbandwasliving, she spent hoursaday in prayer andstudying the Bible. She
did this every morning. Then she would help her husband and gray with hm and for him when he
needed work or anything else to complete what he was doing.

Shealso prayed for otherswhen they needed prayer. Praying, isasking God.Many timesthey
would be cdl ed to go to aHospital and pray for someone in the hospital. Many times, within hous
or aday or so the person they prayed for was released from the Hospital and sent home heded.

Many timesthedoctorswould say their patient wasin aseriouscondtion,and reeded spedal
treament. Within hous after this friends wife prayed the doctors would say, “ | dort know what
happened, bu their condtionisnolonger there.”

We could write awhale book onall the times when the wife of this brother in the LORD



prayed for people andthey receved their heding from the LORD. Praying to the LORD isthe same
as asking the LORD. When we pray we ak the LORD to dothings acarding to ou prayer.

What would happen if wedid na pray or ask the LORD? Most likely nothing, just likewith
many Christians today. They live like the rest of the world lives, and dothings the same way the
world daes them.

This does nat need to be that way with you. Y ou can ask the LORD and He will answer.
Whatsoever you ask acording to Hiswill, Hewill doit.

GodisLove, andlovesto answer prayer. Every timeyou pray acording to HisWord Hewill
answer. But, you must ask, then God will answer.



Hedidn't Ask

When Jesus was crucified onthe Crossof Calvary, there were two thieves crucified along
with Jesus. One on Hisleft side, and the other onHisright side. In Luke 23:42it tell sus that one of
them “ said unto Jesus, L ord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom.” When this
person said that to Jesusit says, “J esus said unto him, Verily | say unto thee To day shalt thou
bewith mein paradise.” Surely, paradise must be agrea placeto be.

The onre that asked Jesus to remember him was a thief, who was crucified becaise of his
crimes. Theworld daesn’t likethieves. But Jesus saidto him “Verily | say untotheg To day shalt
thou be with me in paradise.” Why would Jesus tell that thief that he would be with Him in
paradise?

There ae two reasons why Jesus would say that to him. One reason is becaise when Jesus
died onthe Crossthat day, He paid the pricefor the sins of the wholeworld. That included the sins
committed by that thief onthe aossalso.

But did you knaw that you will not benefit from what Jesus did for you onthe Cross of
Calvary if you do nt ask and receve?

Godislove(1John 48). That istheway Godis. Godloves people. God daesn’t lovesin. But
God loves people, even thase who dd sin at one time.

But what abou the other thief onthe @oss? The one onthe other side of Jesus. Why didn't
Jesussay to him also, “Today shalt thou bewith mein paradise?” It's sSmple, hedid na ask. Had
that thief al so asked Jesusto remember him, hewould have been recaved by Jesus and spent eternity
with Jesusin paradise dso.

Why isit that way? Theworld weliveinwascreaed by God.God|oves people so much that
Hecreaed manin Hisown likenessandimage (Gen. 1:26,27 2:7). Then, after sinand deah entered
into mankind, God sent Jesus into the world to save us from sin and deah.

But even more important than that, God wants to show us Hislove by being Godto us. God
wants to be our God. Not just so that we can go to heaven. But also so that He can help usin ou
everyday lives here on eath.

Both o those thieves were dying on the dossaong side of Jesus. One asked Jesus to
remember him. Jesusdid na just say, “I’ [l remember you!” Jesuswent far beyondthat when Hesaid,
“Verily | say unto theeg To day shalt thou be with mein paradise.”

Anyone can remember a person after they die. Many people put markers on the graves of
those who died, just to remember them yeas later. But, Jesus wasn't just going to remember him
over theyeas. Jesuswas going to bewith him in paradise. That isLOVE, thekind d love that God
has for those who ask.

How many peopletoday are spending eternity in hell, smply because they did na ask Jesus
to be their LORD and Savior? They did na ask God to be their God. They did na ask Jesus to
recave them unto eternal life.

If you have nat personall y asked Jesusto beyour LORD and Savior, youshoud na wait any
longer. It isthe most important thing you can doin your life. Just ask the LORD, from your heat,
to comeinto your life and ke your LORD and Savior. Say a prayer similar to the foll owing:

“L ORD Jesus, | believeYou aethe Son & God.| believeYou ded for me, and aoseagan
fromthe deadto be my LORD and Saior. Jesus, comeinto my lifeand ke my LORD and Saior. |
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will serveYou dl the days of my life. Thark You Jesus for beaomingmy LORD and Saior, Amen.”

From what we seewrittenin the Bible, there aemore peoplein hell thanthere aein heaven.
Almost everyone of them that arein hell, are there because they did na ask Jesus to save them or
help them when they nealed help. If they would have asked, Jesus would have saved them and
helped them in every areaof their lives.

It's nat just so we can go to heaven when we die. It includes everything in ou lives here on
eath before we die. The whaoe world could be walking in love and enjoying life here on eath, if
they would ask Jesus to remember them and help them when they need help.

Most of the peopletoday do nd think they need help from God. They think they can doit on
their own, withou God. In John 327, Johnthe Baptist made a statement that would be helpful if
everyone uncerstood it. Johnsaid, “A man can receve nothing, except it be given him from
heaven.” Jesus made asimil ar statement to Pilatein John 1911. Jesus said, “ Thou couldest have
no power at all aganst me, except it were given theefrom above...” In John 155, Jesus said,
“...without meye @n do nothing.” God creaed al things. Godloves us. Withou God making it
paossblefor us, we can na doanything. But, “with God nothing shall beimpossble’ (Luke 1:37).

What most peopletoday, including Christians, dorit understandisthat, they need to “ Ask!”
Jesus will answer every prayer if they will only pray and ask Him. God will answer every prayer if
they will ask Him.

God isfor us, na against us (Rom. 8:31). God always loved us. God wants to help us and
save usfrom theworksof thedevil . All weneeadto doisask Him. Ask and kelieve, that our joy may
befull. InJohn 1624,Jesus sid, “ Hitherto haveyeasked nothingin my name: ask, and yeshall
receve, that your joy may befull.”

If you have questionsthat you reed answersto, we aehereto help youget answers. Welove
hel ping people get to know God letter, and walk with Him every day.

Wherever you are, al over the world, you can get help from usto get to knov Godand haw
to recave from God. Just go to the Internet and find ou Web sites at: www. handsforjesus.org and
also www. handsforjesus.cc

Thereisalot of information onthese Web sitesthat can help youandit isall FREE. There
are so many books avail able by downloading that you can start today, and continue reading books
for weeks and months. Y ou can dovnload as many books as youwish. Every bookwill help youto
know God better andit will help youinyour everyday life. The better you knav Godthe better your
lifewill be.

Godlovesyou! Becaisewelove God,we dso loveyou.Wewill continueto add rew books
to the many books arealy onthe Internet to help you.

Keep chedking our Web sitsfor new booksto help youin your walk with God. They are dl
FREE!



