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HIS
RIGHTEOUSNESS

In 1st John 38bit says, " ...For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he
might destroy the works of the devil." What is the works of the devil that the Son d God came
to destroy? It is gn. In 1st John 38ait says, " Hethat committeth sin isof thedevil; for the devil
sinneth fromthebeginning.” There aetwo oppaingforceswithinthisuniverse, “theSon d God,"
andthedevil . Today thereisabattle going onin the spirit redm, abattle between theforces of Satan
and"the sonsof God." The"sonsof God" arethasewhoarein Christ, barn again dof the Spirit (John
3:5-7) andled by the Spirit. Romans 8:14 tellsus, " For asmany asare led by the Spirit of God,
they are the sons of God."

The battle is not in heaven where the Son of God sits on the throne with His Father (Rev.
2:21). Thedevil isnat in heaven (Luke 19:18). Thosewhoare sonsof God are hereoneath, andthe
devil is here on eath, the battle is taking placehere on eath. It is here on eath where the sons of
Godfacetheworks of the devil daily. Romans 8:17-23tell susthat " the whole world iswaiting for
the manifestation of the sons of God." The whole world (that is, nature and al physicd beings)
becane subjed to the devil when man sinned and permitted the devil to use him to do hsworks.

When sin manifests in the life of an individua, it is a work of the devil. The person
committing the sin has permitted himself to obey the spirits of darkness(spirits of thisworld). We
see a example of thisin Matthew 16:21-24. 1t tell s us,

From that timeforth began Jesusto shew unto hisdisciples, how that he must gounto

Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the ddersand chief priests and scribes, and be

Killed, and be raised agan thethird day.

Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Beit far from theg Lord: this

shall not be untothee

But heturned, and said unto Peter, Get theebehind me, Satan: thou art an offenceunto

me: for thou savourest not the thingsthat be of God, but those that be of men.

Then said Jesusunto hisdisciples, If any man will comeafter me, let him deny himself,

and take up hiscross and follow me.

Peter did the spe&king, therefore Peter permitted the devil to use him to do hswaorks. The
cause of the problem was Satan, therefore, Jesus addressed bah Peter and Satan. Then Jesus gpoke
to Hisdisciples, instructing them on hav they can overcome the works of Satan. Jesus sid, If any
man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross and follow me.

From the time of Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden, men have foll owed the devil by the
thoughts in their minds. Y et, when those who are righteous submit themselves to the Lordship of
Jesus Christ, the Son o God (by the power of the Holy Spirit) He will manifest in their life and



destroy the works of the devil. Man canna destroy the works of the devil by his own ability, bu,
"Yeare of God, little dhildren, and have overcome them: because greater ishethat isin you,
than hethat isin theworld" (1 John 44). The power to destroy the works of the devil i sgiven to
the sons of God by Jesusfirst (the Word of God), and then by the Holy Spirit “the anointing within
us.”

The first manifestation o the works of the devil is sen in Genesis, Chapter threg when
Adam andEve de of thefruit of thetreeof knowledge of goodandevil. They submitted themselves
unto the temptation d the devil, and sinned against God. The next recorded incident of sinin the
Bibleisthat of Cain, thefirst born son & Adam and Eve. In 1st John 312 it says, " Not as Cain,
who was of that wicked one, and slew his brother. And wherefore sew he him? Beause his
own workswere evil, and hisbrother'srighteous." Why was Cain said to be of the wicked ore?
Because he submitted hmself to obey the thoughts the devil put in his mind. Genesis 4:5-7 says,

But unto Cain and to his offering he had not resped. And Cain was very wroth, and

his countenancefell.

And the LORD said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance

fallen?

If thou doest well, shalt thou not beaccepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the

door. And unto theeshall be hisdesire, and thou shalt rule over him.

The"doa™ the LORD was referring to was Cain's mind, the enteranceto his oul. Thouwghts
of sin are @wnstantly coming to the minds of people, the diildren of God as well asthe cildren of
the devil. We have a toice, we can receve the thoughts or we can rejed the thoughts that come to
our minds. The LORD said to Cain, " ...thou shalt rule over him." But Cain dd na rule over the
thoughts, and heslew hisbrother Able. Romans6:16tellsus, " Know yenot, that towhom yeyield
your selves servantsto dbey, his srvantsye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death,
or of obedienceunto righteousness?" Cain becane a servant to the devil when he did nd rejed
the thoughts that came to his mind.

Sinisthe manifestation d the works of the devil i n the lives of individuals. Righteousness
isthemanifestation d Jesus Christ, the Son o Godinthelifeof anindividual. Sin andrighteousness
areoppaitesof ead ather, righteousnessdestroys sn, sin destroyspeople. " ...For thispurposethe
Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil” (1st John 38b).
Romans 6:23 says, " For the wages of sin isdeath; but the gift of God is eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord." John 316,17says,

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever

believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world

through him might be saved.

How was God going to save dl whowill come to Jesus Christ? Ephesians 2:8-9 says,
For by graceare yesaved through faith; and that not of your selves: it isthegift of God:
Not of works, lest any man should boast.



How can God save people by gracethrough faith? God imputes righteousnessuponall that
believe HisWord. We see a example of thisin the life of Abraham. Genesis 15:6 says, " And he
believed in the LORD; and he munted it to him for righteousness" Romans 4:3, referring to
Genesis 156 says, " For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted
unto him for righteousness”

Now, let us ssewhat Romans 3 tell s us abou sin and righteousness Romans 3:10-26 says,
Asit iswritten, Thereis none righteous, no, not one:

Thereisnonethat understandeth, thereis nonethat seeketh after God.

They are all goneout of theway, they are together beaome unprofitable; thereisnone
that doeth goad, no, not one.

Their throat isan open sepulchre; with their tonguesthey have used decet; the poison
of aspsisunder their lips:

Whose mouth isfull of cursing and bitterness

Their fed are swift to shed blood:

Destruction and misery are in their ways:

And theway d peacehave they not known:

Thereisno fear of God before their eyes.

Now we know that what things Sever thelaw saith, it saith tothem who are under the
law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before
God.

Therefore by thedeeadsof thelaw thereshall noflesh bejustified in his gght: for by the
law isthe knowledge of sin.

But now the righteousnessof God without thelaw ismanifested, beingwitnessed by the
law and the prophets;

Even the righteousnessof God which isby faith of Jesus Christ unto dl and upon all
them that believe: for thereisno difference

For all have sinned, and come short of theglory of God;

Being justified freely by hisgracethrough the redemption that isin Christ Jesus:
Whom God hath set forth to bea propitiation through faith in hisblood, to dedare his
righteousnessfor the remisson of sinsthat are past, through the for bearanceof God;
Todedare, | say, & thistimehisrighteousness that he might bejust, and thejustifier
of him which believeth in Jesus.

Christians need to understand that it is because of the Cross and the blood d Jesus Christ
that we have peacewith God. When we believe the Word of God concerning His Son and ou
relationship with Him we ae dedared righteous, becaise we aein Him whois righteous, and the
justifier of all who believe.

Satan comes against our minds, constantly, just like he did to Cain (Gen. 47). Heis at the
doa of our soul, trying to get usto oley him. We must rule over the thoughts of our minds that do
not agreewith the Word of God concerning us, as children of God.



How can we overcome the works of the devil in our minds, that we may have victory inthis
life, andintheworld to come? Wemust spendall thetimewe can in praying and studying the Word
of God.In Luke 181 it says, “ And he (Jesus) spake a parable unto them to this end, that men
ought always to pray, and not to faint.” Today, the most effedive praying is “praying in the
Spirit;” also cdled “praying in the Holy Ghaost” (Eph. 618, Jude 1:20). Thenin 2 Timothy 2:15it
says, “ Study to shew thyself approved unto God, aworkman that neadeth not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word of truth.” Satan destroys us through alad of knowledge anong the
Christians. Just asit iswrittenin Hosea4:6a, " My peopleare destroyed for lack of knowledge..."

Satan isamaster at deceotion. He dtads Christians from all sides. When wethink we have
him defeaed in ore aea he dtadksin ancther. There aetwo major areasin ou lives where Satan
attadks to render us ineffedive & ns of God. The first areais to get us to think more highly of
ourselves than we ought (Rom. 123). Too dten Christians forget that " in somuch as Jesus died
for one, Hedied for all..." One of the gredest sinsin thelife of aChristian isto think themselves
better than theworst of al sinners. Sinis gn,andall sinisunrighteousness " Asitiswritten, There
isnone righteous, no, not one" (Rom. 3:10). When we look at ancther individual, whether sinner
or saint, and think we ae more righteous than they are, we ae decaved, and keing destroyed for a
ladk of knowledge of the Word of God. No, o ourselves we are not more righteous than the worst
of sinners... Righteousnessisimputed uponall who believe, na becaise of works, bu becausethey
believe,

For by graceare yesaved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it isthegift of God:

Not of works, lest any man should boast (Eph. 28,9).

We seethe manifestation d the works of the devil in the lives of individuas, bu if we do
our job,and minister graceto them, they can be asaint, forgiven, cleansed by theblood d the Lamb.
It is our high-mindednessthat prevents the power of God from working in the lives of others.

Thesemndareawhere Christiansare destroyed for alad of knowledgeisinthe aeaof their
pasitionin Christ. Many timeswe need abetter understanding of theWord of God,that we may walk
therein. Many Christians beaome acaisers of the brethren, helping Satan, unknavingly, because of
alad of knowledge.

Let me explain something that can set Christians freg if they will accet the Word of God
astheir sourceof information. The Bible says, " thejust shall li veby faith!" (Hab. 24,Rom. 1:17,
Gal. 3:11,Heb. 1038), and 2ndCorinthians 5:7 says, " (For wewalk by faith, not by sight:)" If
we are to dothewill of God, andlive acording to the Word of God we canna walk by sight (that
which we seg hea, fed, smell, or taste). The Word of God dces not agree with ou natural
understanding. Our natural mind daesnot understandspiritual things. In 1st Corinthians2:14it says,
" But the natural man receaveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are fodlishness
unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discemed.” It takesfaith to
walk with God.Hebrews 10:38says, " Now thejust shall li ve by faith: but if any man draw back,
my soul shall have no pleasure in him." Faith isnot based uponthe words of men, bu uponthe
Word o God. Jesus Christ, the Son d Godis “the Word of God.”



If we aetowalk with God, we must come into agreement with the Word of God "by faith
inthe Word of God," which is"faith in Jesus Christ." Jesus said in John 155, " | am thevine, ye
are thebranches: Hethat abideth in me, and | in him, thesamebringeth forth much fruit: for
without meye @n do nothing." Everythingin ou life, every breah we take is dependent upon
Jesus Christ, the Word of God manifesting in ou flesh. Withou Jesus Christ, we can do nahing....

John 11-4,10,14says,

In the beginning wasthe Word, and the Word waswith God, and the Word was God.
The samewasin the beginning with God.

All thingsweremadeby him; and without him wasnot any thing madethat wasmade.
In him waslife; and the life was the light of men.

Hewasin theworld, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not.
And the Word wasmadeflesh, and dwelt among us, (and webeheld hisglory, theglory
as of the only begoatten of the Father,) full of graceand truth.

Our natural mindcanna understand haw that theWord of Godcould becomeflesh. It canna
understandthat the Word of Godis God,andwas Godfrom the beginning. Our natural mind canna
understand how that aman, Jesus, "the Son d Man," could also be Godwith the Father andthe Holy
Spirit. Our natural mind canna understand haw that Jesus, aMan, wholived onthiseath just like
others, and then ded onthe Crossof Calvary, was buried, then rose again from the dead could be
God Himself in the flesh of mankind. Our mind canna understand hav God could become man,
then die and kecome the One who sits at the right hand o God the Father with all power and
authority, na only in thisworld, bu also in the world to come.

Our natural mind canna understand spiritual things, pertaining to God andthe power of the
Word of Godin ou lives. Yet, it is by His Word and His power that all things exist... It's by His
Word that we have dl things. The Son d God, “the Word of God,” isour conredionwith God. It's
by God's Son, and His Word that we have the mnfidenceto come to God for everything we have
nedl of.

Y et, Satan triesto decave us by circumstance, by the working of the natural mind,in which
heinjedsthouwghtsto try to control our lives. Histhoughtsare @ntrary to thethoughts of the LORD.
Therefore, we must rejed his thoughts and live by the Word of Godin every areaof our lives.

Satan still triesto decave us, even after we havereceved the LORD and beaomeborn again
into the family of God; then even after we receve the Holy Spirit with the evidenceof spe&kingin
tongues; thoughts of losing our pasition is Christ come over and ower again. We neel a better
understanding of the Word of God,in bah theliteral written Word, and type and shadow from the
Old Testament; that we may stand in the day of temptation.

Ephesians 6:10-18tell s us,
Finally, my brethren, be strongin theLord, and in the power of his might.
Put on thewhole armour of God, that ye may be ableto stand aganst the wiles of the



devil.

For wewrestle not aganst flesh and blood, but aganst principalities, aganst powers,
aganst the rulers of the darknessof thisworld, aganst spiritual wickednessin high
places.

Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be ableto withstand
in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.

Stand therefore, having your loinsgirt about with truth, and having on thebreastplate
of righteousness

And your fed shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace

Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be ableto quench all thefiery
dartsof thewicked.

Andtakethehelmet of salvation, and thesword of the Spirit, which istheword of God:
Praying awayswith all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto
with all perseveranceand supplication for all saints.

To useour "sword of the Spirit," whichisthe Word of God, we must have some knowledge
of what the Word of God says concerning us. Jesus said in John 1415,16,

If yelove me, kegp my commandments.

And I will praytheFather, and heshall giveyou another Comforter, that hemay abide

with you for ever.

In Ephesians 4:30it says, " And grievenot theholy Spirit of God, whereby yeare sealed
unto the day o redemption.”" Oncewe recave the Holy Spirit, with the evzidence of spe&kingin
tongues, we aeseded urtil the day of redemption. The Holy Spirit will not leave us, nar forsake us.
Heisin us, andwill remainin us until the day of redemption...

Some men ask, when isthe day of redemption? The day of redemption could bethelast day
weare divein ou bodeson thiseath. Redemption, means“when that whichisin part isredeaned
for the full amourt of which the part payment wasfor.” When we were born again we were born of
incorruptiblesead, whichistheWord of God (1 Peter 2:23). This seed, wasthe beginning of our new
life in Christ Jesus, which is eterna life. When ou redemption is complete, when we ae fully
redeaned wewill bein heaven for eternity. Our day of redemption could be the day we receve our
immortal body, and ou incorruptible soul complete in heaven. The last day that is courted in ou
livesisthe day we leave this eath; the day our soul leaves this physicd body and daes nat return.
That day we will experiencethefirst deah, the deah o the natural body of flesh and Hood. There
are no days, weeks, mornths, or yeas in eternity. Eternity is forever... There is no end to eternity.
When we leave this eath we go to ore of two places, either we go to be with the LORD or we go
to bewith the devil; thereisno aher placefor usto go. Thasewhogo to be with the LORD will not
experience the second deah. But, thase who do nd go to be with the LORD will experience the
seanddeah. Revelation, Chapter twenty and twenty-oneteadesthat there aetwo deahsandtwo
resurredions. Revelation 205 says, " But the rest of thedead lived not agan until thethousand
yearswerefinished. Thisisthefirst resurrection.” Insomuch asthereisafirst resurredion,there
must also be asecnd. Then Revelation 206 says, " Blesed and holy ishethat hath part in the




first resurrection: on such the seoond death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God
and of Christ, and shall reign with him athousand years." Insomuch asthereisaseoond ceéh,
theremust also be afirst deah. Revelation 2014 says, " And death and hell were ast intothelake
of fire. Thisisthe seaond death." By thiswe know that the seaond ceah isfor those who are cast
into the lake of fire. Revelation 2015 says, " And whosoever was not found written in the book
of lifewas cast into the lake of fire." By thiswe know that al who are nat in Christ Jesus will
experiencethe seaond ceah.

Y et we dso seeother informationconcerning eternal life andthe second deahin Revelation
21:3,4,which says,

And | heard a great voiceout of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God iswith
men, and hewill dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall
be with them, and betheir God.

And God shall wipe away dl tearsfrom their eyes; and there shall be no more death,
neither sorr ow, nor crying, neither shall therebeany more pain: for thefor mer things
are passd away.

For those who will not experiencethe second ceah, deah shall have no paver over them.
All thingswill bebeautiful; inthe presenceof theLORD.... Y e, there aethosewhowill experience
thesecond ceah,acordingto Revelation 218, whichsays, " But thefearful, and unbelieving, and
theabominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerer s, and idolaters, and all li ar s,
shall havetheir part in thelake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which isthe second
death."

We must remember al of those listed in verse 8, are those who are li stening to the wrong
voice, thevoiceof thewicked ore; the samevoicethat Cainlistened toin Genesis4:5-8. The LORD
saidtoCaininGenesis4:7," If thou doest well, shalt thou not beaccepted? and if thou doest not
well, sin lieth at thedoor. And unto theeshall behisdesire, and thou shalt ruleover him." We
must nat listen to any voicethat will | ead usto become anong those listed in Revelation 21.8.

The LORD has dore grea things for thase who will come to Him, and receve Him as
LORD. The LORD Himsdlf, and Godthe Father come and maketheir abodewithin us(John 1423).
And if we kegp His commandments, He sends us the Holy Spirit to be with us until the day of
redemption (John 1415-17,Eph. 430). By His Spirit dwellingin us, we ae aleto follow Him all
the days of our life. We have the power to resist the devil, and He will flee James 1:2-4 says,

My brethren, count it all joy when yefall into diverstemptations,

Knowing this, that thetrying of your faith worketh patience

But let patience have her perfed work, that ye may be perfed and entire, wanting

nothing.

Then verse 12 says, " Blessd istheman that endureth temptation: for when heistried,
he shall recave the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him."
Temptations do come to everyone whois a Christian... Everyone is tempted by the devil. Yet, we



do nat have to yield to the temptation like Cain, the brother of Abel did in Genesis Chapter four.
James 4:7, tell suswhat to dowhen we aetempted. It says, " Submit your selvestherefore to God.
Resist the devil, and hewill fleefrom you."

We must kegp in mind certain Scriptures, such as when the LORD said,

| will not leave you comfortless | will cometo you.

Yet alittlewhile, and theworld seeh meno more; but yeseeme: becausel live, yeshall
live also.

At that day ye shall know that | am in my Father, and yein me, and | in you" (John
14:18-20).

When Jesus made this gatement to His disciples, He was nat talking abou some day in the
way distant future; He was talking about threedays later, when He and God the Father came and
madetheir abodein them. On the sameday that Jesus arose ayain from thedead, He breahed onHis
disciplesandsaid," RecaveyetheHoly Ghost" (John 2022). That sameday, they werebornagain
of the Spirit, and they becane dildren of God, with the Father and the Son dwelli ng in them. This
isthesamein every Christianslife, when we aebornagain o the Spirit, Godthe Father andthe Son
take uptheir aboce in us. And Jesus sid, " ...10, | am with you alway, even unto the end of the
world. Amen." (Matt. 2820).

Of the Holy Spirit, Jesus said,

If yelove me, kegp my commandments.

And | will praytheFather, and heshall giveyou another Comforter, that hemay abide
with you for ever; (John 1415,16.

We must be caeful not to grievethe Holy Spirit. Ephesians 4:30says, " And grievenot the
holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day o redemption.” Yet, dorit let Satan
deceveyouinto thinking you have cmmitted the unpardorable sin of blasphemy of the Holy Spirit
mentioned by Jesusin Matthew 12:32, whereHe said, " And whosoever speaketh aword aganst
the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh aganst the Holy Ghost, it
shall not beforgiven him, neither in thisworld, neither in theworld to come." Satanisaliar,
and the father of lies (John 844). Remember what the gostle Johnsaid,

If wesaythat wehavefell owship with him, and walk in darkness welie, and donot the

truth:

But if wewalk in thelight, asheisin thelight, we have fellowship one with another,

and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth usfrom all sin.

If we say that we have no sin, we decave our selves, and the truth isnot in us.

If we confessour sins, heisfaithful and just to forgive usour sins, and to cleanse us

from all unrighteousness

If we say that we have not sinned, we make him aliar, and hisword is not in us (1st

John 16-10).

Let uswalk inthelight, asHeisinthelight and maintain ou fell owship with the Father and



the Son,andthe Holy Spirit. Remember, " insomuch asJesusdied for one, Hedied for all," that
includes every born again Christian... His Bloodis for our sake, that we might be set freeof al the
works of the devil. The power of the Word of God is much greaer than the works of the devil .

10



RIGHTEOUSNESS
EXPLAINED

When Jesus came to Johnthe Baptist to be baptized, " John forbad him, saying, | have
neal to be baptized of theg and comest thou to me?" (Matt. 3:14). John dd na understand the
righteousnessof God. Therefore, " Jesusanswering said unto him, Suffer it tobesonow: for thus
it becometh usto fulfil all righteousness..." (Matt. 3:15).

John the Baptist did na understand the righteousness of God, bu for us of the New
Covenant, Romans 3:21-26 says,

But now the righteousnessof God without thelaw ismanifested, beingwitnessd by the

law and the prophets;

Even the righteousnessof God which isby faith of Jesus Christ unto dl and upon all

them that believe: for thereisno difference

For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

Being justified freely by his gracethrough the redemption that isin Christ Jesus:

Whom God hath set forth to bea propitiation through faith in hisblood, to dedare his

righteousnessfor the remisson of sinsthat are past, through the forbearanceof God;

Todedare, | say, a thistimehisrighteousness that he might bejust, and thejustifier

of him which believeth in Jesus.

Our righteousnessisnat based uponanythingwedid or did na do. It isonly based uporwhat
Jesus did for us; and that we believe the Word of God concerning what Jesus did for us. It is
important to ndicein Romans 3:22, it says, “ Even the righteousnessof God which isby faith of
JesusChrist...” Therighteousnessof Godis“by faith of Jesus,” nat by our faith. It isHisfaith, na
our faith that dedaresHisrighteousnessin placeof our righteousness Jesus said to Johnthe Baptist,
“wemust fulfill al righteousness” ItisJesus righteousnessthat isimputed upon . When it comes
to righteousness God the Father looks at Jesus' righteousnessand dedares us righteousnesswhen
we believethe Word of God concerning what is written in Romans 3:21-26. Jesusis “ thejustifier
of himwhich believeth in Jesus.” We aejustified by what Jesusdid, nd by what wedid or did na
do.

Righteousmeans“equal in charader or ad,” with God, just asJesusisequal in charader with
God the Father. Therefore, Jesus cdls us brethren. In Hebrews 2:11 it says, “For both he that
sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one: for which causeheisnot ashamed to call
them brethren.” Our righteousnessis of God, nd of ourselves. Look at the foll owing verses:

Romans 1:17 For therein isthe righteousnessof God revealed from faith to faith: asit

iswritten, Thejust shall live by faith.

Romans 3:5,6But if our unrighteousnesscommend the righteousnessof God, what shall

we say?Is God unrighteous who taketh vengeance? (I speak asa man)

God forbid: for then how shall God judge theworld?
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Romans 3:21,22But now the righteousnessof God without thelaw ismanifested, being
witnessed by thelaw and the prophets,

Even the righteousnessof God which isby faith of Jesus Christ unto dl and upon all
them that believe: for thereisno difference

Romans 10:3 For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to
establish their own righteousness have not submitted themselves unto the
righteousnessof God.

2 Corinthians 5:21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we
might be made the righteousnessof God in him.

James 1:20 For thewrath of man worketh not the righteousnessof God.

2 Peter 1:1 Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have
obtained like preciousfaith with usthrough the righteousnessof God and our Saviour
Jesus Christ:

It'sall God srighteousness na our righteousness It isimputed upon $who kelieve onthe
Lord Jesus Christ through the Word of God concerning “Hisrighteousness” Alwaysremember, it’s
nat our righteousnessbut His righteousnessthat makes us righteous before God the Father. Always
remember, “If we mnfessour sins, heisfaithful and just toforgive usour sins, and to cleanse
usfrom all unrighteousness” The blood d Jesus Christ cleanses us from all sin; ALL SIN, that
includes any sins we have committed even up uril the very last second d our life. All past and all
presentsins, “...if wewalk in thelight, asheisin thelight, wehavefell owship onewith another,
and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth usfrom all sin” (1 John 17).

Romans 8:34 says, “W hoishethat condemneth? It isChrist that died, yearather, that
isrisen agan, whoiseven at the right hand of God, who dso maketh intercesson for us.” If
Jesus is making intercesgon for us, why would He condemn us? He will not condemn us if we
overcome the world. 1 John 55 says, “W ho is he that overcometh the world, but he that
believeth that Jesusisthe Son of God?” It is our believing onthe Son d God, that causes us to
recave the righteousnessof God which is“by Jesus Christ,” who makes intercessonfor us.

Righteousnessmakes us in right standing with God, just as much as it made Jesus in right
standing with Godthe Father. Beingin right standing with God, we have fell owship with the Father
andthe Son. The gostle Johnwrotein 1John 13, “ That which we have seen and heard dedare
we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship iswith the
Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.”

Fell owship with the Father and the Sonis very important. It is through fell owship with the
Father and the Son that we can come baldly unto the throne of grace ad receve aaswersto ou
prayers. Hebrews4:16says, “ L et ustherefore comeboldly untothethroneof grace that wemay
obtain mercy, and find graceto help in time of neel.” Hebrews 13:6 says, “ So that we may
boldly say, TheLord ismy helper, and | will not fear what man shall do unto me.”

Christians neal to come “baldly” before God and “badly” before the devil; making our
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request knowvn urto God and demanding that Satan have no pawver in ou lives. Wemust beboldin
the things that the Word of God dedareswe aeto do.Wimpy, self-pity Christianswill not recave
answers to their prayers, neither will the devil fleewhen we do nd come baldly, and demand that
the devil flee Satan deesnat fleefrom those who donat know their rights, or thelir righteousnessin
Christ Jesus.

When we stand firm onthe Word of God, Satan will flee But thase who come with doult
or unkelief will nat obtain that which they demand d the devil. The devil isa “devil,” he doesn’'t
scae easly, bu he knows he must obey those who knav “they are the righteousnessof God in
Christ Jesus.” Being in right-standing with the Father, Satan must obey the words we spe&k with
authority, bddly stating our pasitionin Christ, and demanding his obedienceto ou commands.

Whenwe sped bddly, “In the name of Jesus, Satan’ spower isbroken,” hispower isbroken
and therefore, he has no paver over the drcumstancefor which we breg his power. It sthe name
of Jesus, andthe blood d Jesusthat bregsthe power of Satanin ou livesandin thelives of others
to which we have to do.Boldnessin righteousnessis what gets the job dore. Wimpy, begging
Christians never get results. It’ sthose who knaw their right-standing and authority that getsthe job
dore.

If you are born again and baptized in the Holy Spirit, then you are made the righteousness
of Godin Christ Jesus. If you have sinned, al you haveto dois confessyour sins before God, and
“...heisfaithful and just to forgive usour sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness”
Being cleansed from all unrighteousness go bddly before the spirits of thisworld, kre&king their
powers over you and your life. With their powers broken, receve that which is rightly yours
acordingtotheWord of God.Itwill begrantedtoyou by your Father, for whatsoever isthe Father’ s
isthe LORD’ S, and whatsoever isthe LORD’ Sisyours, if you claim it to be so “according to the
Word o God”
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OUR
INHERITANCE

Jesus, speaking of theHoly Spirit, saidinJohn 1615,“ All thingsthat the Father hath are
mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you.” Why would He
show it to you if Hedidn't want youto haveit? In James 1:17 it says, “L et no man say when he
istempted, | am tempted of God: for God cannot betempted with evil, neither tempteth heany
man.” If James 1:17istrue, then when the Holy Spirit shows usthose thingsthat are Jesus' andthe
Father’ sHe aould na be tempting us. If showing usthethingsthat belong to the Father and the Son
isnat temptation,why isit then, Jesus said the Holy Spirit would show usthesethingsyet Hewould
not be tempting us?

Why would He show usthose things? Becaise they belong to us“by inheritance” Theworld
uses the same system. If your father and mother dies and you are the only child, you may be cdled
into “probate court” that they may read to youthe will of your late father and mother. In reading the
will, they will dedare to you all that your father and mother owned as yours. It all belongsto you,
because you inherit al that was left when they died.

Now that’sgoodasfar aswhat your father and mother owned; it’sall yours. But what abou
your father’ spasitioninthisworld. What if your father wasaking? What happenswhen aking dies?
Let’ stakefor example, King David. Now, King David wasnat always king. He began asashepherd
boy, tending hisfathers flocks (1 Sam. 1611). He was anointed to be king by Samuel while still a
boy; while King Saul was gill alive. In 1 Samuel 16:12,13it says,

And he sent, and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and withal of a beautiful

countenance and goadly tolook to. And the LORD said, Arise, anoint him: for thisis

he.

Then Samuel took the horn of ail, and anointed him in the midst of hisbrethren: and

the Spirit of the LORD came upon David from that day forward. So Samuel rose up,

and went to Ramah.

David receved the anointing to be king at that time (1 Sam. 16:13). Thisanointing was not
of man, bu it wasof the LORD. At abou the age of fifteen, David becane King Saul’ sarmorbeaer
(1 Sam. 16:21). When an evil spirit came uponKing Saul, David played the harp andthe evil spirit
left Saul. At abou the age of seventeen, David slew Goliath (1 Sam. 17:50). For yeas, David was
pursued by King Saul and hsmen, bu David always prevail ed and escgped. When David was about
theage of thirty, King Saul died in battle (1 Sam. 31:4). David wasanointed King over Judah; “ And
themen of Judah came, and therethey anointed David king over thehouseof Judah. And they
told David, saying, That the men of Jabeshgilead were they that buried Saul” (2 Sam. 2:4).
Abou two yeas later, David was anointed King over Israd (the remaining ten tribes); “ So al the
elders of Israel came to the king to Hebron; and king David made a league with them in
Hebron before theL ORD: and they anointed David king over Israel” (2 Sam. 5:3). “ David was
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thirty yearsold when he began toreign, and he reigned forty years’ (2 Sam. 5:4). King David
fought many battles with the enemies during hisreign asking. At abou 70yeas old, King David
died; “ So David dept with hisfathers, and wasburied in the aty of David” (1 Kings 2:10).

Now, 1 Chronicles 29:20-22 tell s us,

And David said to dl the mngregation, Now blessthe LORD your God. And all the
congregation blesseed theL ORD God of their fathers, and bowed down their heads, and
wor shipped the LORD, and theking.

And they sacrificed sacrifices unto the LORD, and offered burnt offerings unto the
LORD, on themorr ow after that day, even athousand bull ocks, athousand rams, and
athousand lambs, with their drink off erings, and sacrificesin abundancefor all Isral:
And did eat and drink before the LORD on that day with great gladness And they
made Solomon theson of David kingtheseoond time, and anointed him untotheL ORD
to bethe chief governor, and Zadok to be priest.

Then sat Solomon upon the throne of David his father; and his kingdom was
established greatly (1 Kings 2:12).

What did Solomon have to doto inherit the throne of his father, King David? Nothing,
basicdly. Heonly had to bethe son o King David by birth. Hewasborninto the family; David was
hisfather and Bethshebawas his mother. Because Solomonwasthe son d King David, when David
died Solomoninherited David' skingdom (hiskingship ower all twelvetribesof Israd). Not only did
Solomon inherit the kingship, bu all therichesand hona. In 1 Chronicles 29:28, it says, “ And he
(King David) died in a goal old age, full of days, riches, and honour: and Solomon his n
reigned in his gead.”

When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judeaof Mary His mother (Luke 2:1-7), he becane
the step-Son d Joseph, d thekingship lineof King David (Matt. 1:6-16). When Joseph, Jesus’ step-
father died Jesus becane king of the thirteenth generation from the carying away into Babylon. At
abou the aye of thirty, Jesus was anointed with the Holy Spirit and pawver to destroy the works of
the devil. Luke 4:17-19tells us,

And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had

opened the book, hefound the placewhereit waswritten,

The Spirit of the Lord isupon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel

to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliveranceto the

captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised,

To preach the acceptable year of theLord.

Acts 10:38 says, “How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with
power: who went about doing goal, and healing all that were oppressd of thedevil; for God
was with him.” Note: heding does not only include physicd heding of our bodes, but it also
includes mental heding of our souls. Many times, people who hed evil spiritswere bought to Jesus
for heding, and He cast out the devil s by the Spirit of God (Mark 9:14-28, Matt. 1228).
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Why wasthe Spirit of the LORD uponJesus? Why did God anoint Jesuswith the Holy Spirit
and power? It was for the work of the ministry, to establi sh His kingdom. Jesus began to cdl His
twelve disciples, while He went aroundcasting out devil s, heding the sick, raising thedead, etc. In
establi shing His kingdom, Mark 1:14,15says,

Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus cameinto Galil eg preaching the gospe

of the kingdom of God,

And saying, Thetimeisfulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and

believe the gospel.

Jesuswasthe Son d God,Who cameintheflesh asthe Son d Man (John 11-3, 14. Asthe
Sonof Man, Jesus had authority oneath (dominion paver). Helived thirty-yeasasthe Son d Man,
and Son d God while His gep-father was alive. Then Jesus was anointed King and went abou
establi shing His kingdom here on eath.

For three aad ore-haf yeas, Jesus, Whowas anointed as king, establi shed His kingdom by
destroying theworks of thedevil, andreceving unto Himself disciples(foll owers). Then, asthe Son
of Man, Jesus went to the aoss There He defeaed Satan by deah; for sin and deah had no paver
over Him.

In 1 Peter 3:18, it says, “ For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the
unjust, that he might bring usto God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the
Spirit.” Colossans 2:11-15 says,

Inwhom also yeare circumcised with the drcumcision madewithout hands, in putting

off the body of the sins of the flesh by the drcumcision of Christ:

Buried with himin baptism, wherein also yeare risen with him through thefaith of the

operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.

And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he

quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasss;

Blotting out the handwriting of ordinancesthat wasaganst us, which wascontrary to

us, and took it out of theway, nailing it to hiscross

And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly,

triumphing over them in it.

Hebrews 2:9-18 says,

But weseeJesus, whowasmadealittlelower than theangelsfor thesuffering of death,
crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for
every man.

For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing
many sonsunto gory, tomakethe @ptain of their salvation perfed through sufferings.
For both hethat sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one: for which cause
heisnot ashamed to call them brethren,

Saying, | will dedare thy nameunto my brethren, in themidst of the church will | sing
praise unto thee
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And again, | will put my trust in him. And agan, Behold | and the dhildren which God
hath given me.

Forasmuch then as the dildren are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself
likewisetook part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the
power of death, that is, the devil;

And deliver them who through fear of death wereall their lifetime subjed to bondage
For verily he took not on him the nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of
Abraham.

Wherefore in all thingsit behoved him tobemadelikeunto hisbrethren, that he might
be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make
reconcili ation for the sins of the people.

For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, heisableto succour them that are
tempted.

By thiswe can seg asking of thethirteenth generationfrom the carying away into Babylon,
Jesus defeaed thedevil, put him to open shame, tookaway thekeysof hell and deah (Rev. 1:17,18,
and nov we ae heirsto His kingship here oneath.

Again, John 1613-15 says,

Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, iscome, he will guideyou into al truth: for he
shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever heshall hear, that shall hespeak: and hewill
shew you thingsto come.

Heshall glorify me: for he shall recave of mine, and shall shew it unto you.

All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine,
and shall shew it unto you.

God doesnot tempt uswith evil, therefore whatsoever the Holy Spirit showsusthat belongs
to the Father or the Sonisfor our benefit, that we may have them.

It's our righteousnessin Christ Jesus that makes us able to be partakers of all that belongs
to Jesus. We have inherited al that Jesus had on this earth, being children of God, and heirs
acording to the cvenant. When Jesus died onthe Cross all that belonged to Jesus on this eath
became our inheritance

Hebrews 9:15-17 tell s us,

And for thiscause heisthe mediator of the new testament, that by meansof death, for
the redemption of the transgressons that were under the fir st testament, they which
are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance

For where a testament is, there must also of necessty be the death of the testator.
For atestament isof force after men are dead: otherwiseit isof nostrength at all while
thetestator liveth.

Jesus is the One who ded and |eft us an inheritance, because of His deah. It is an eterndl

17



inheritance It includes all that belonged to Jesus while He was here on eath, as well as all that
belonged to Jesus as the Son d God. Therefore, being we dso are sons of God in Christ Jesus we
recave Hisinheritance We ae heirs of Jesus, being Heis our brother, and He died, leaszing us all
He had.

Jesuswaswithou sin, at thetime He died onthe Cross therefore, weinherited His position
of righteousness(being withou sin) before God the Father. Satan has nothing on us because of our
inheritance All that Jesus Father haswas His, therefore, whatsoever was Jesus' now belongsto us
by inheritance

Understanding righteousnessand unaerstandinginheritanceshoud set usfreeof all demonic
adivity in ou lives, andin thelives of othersto whom we haveto do.The samepower andauthority
that Jesuswalked in duing Histhirty three and ore-half yeasasthe Son d Man, belongsto us. We
inherited it when He died onthe Crossfor us. Everything Jesus had as the Son d Man, we have &
sons of God.

Sons of God arethose who areled by the Spirit of God, nd those who are led by their own
will . Therefore, we must lean how the Holy Spirit leads and guides us, just as He lead and guided
Jesus. Romans 8:16,17says,

The Spirit itself beareth witnesswith our spirit, that we are the dhildren of God:

And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirswith Christ; if so bethat we

suffer with him, that we may be also dorified together.

Children of God are heirs of God, andjoint-heirs with Christ. Galatians 4:1,2tell s us,
Now | say, That the heir, aslong as he is a child, differeth nothing from a servant,
though hebelord of all;

But isunder tutors and governor s until the time appointed of the father.

Even though all who are dhildren of God are heirs, and joint-heirs with Christ, only those
who are sons of God (mature in Christ) will walk in the power and authority that Jesus walked in.
Why? Because the Father looks at His chil dren to seeif they are mature before He gives them the
power that isrightfully theirsto use and nd abuse.

Maturity in Christ brings possesgon d al that is ours by inheritance Maturity includes
“doing His will, na our will.” Maturity means “being led by the Holy Spirit” not other spirits.
Maturity means “doing thewill of GodasJesusdid thewill of God.” Jesuswalked asaSon d God,
mature in the things that belonged to Him, given to Him by the Father.

Jesus said of Himself, “1 can of mine own self do nothing: as | hear, | judge: and my
judgment isjust; because | seek not mine own will, but thewill of the Father which hath sent
me” (John 530). That is maturity, knowving what we can doand what we caina do. There ae
catainthingswe caana do,andthere ae cetainthingswe can do.Therefore, by not doing our own
will, we can dothe will of God the Father. Our will getsin the way of the will of God the Father,
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therefore, we must set our will aside to dothe will of God the Father.

Many Christians understand Ephesians 2:8,9, which says,
For by graceare yesaved through faith; and that not of your selves: it isthegift of God:
Not of works, lest any man should boast.

But, how many understandwhy it isby grace? Why does God save us by gracethrough faith,
and nd of ourselves?

To begin with, being saved and becoming born again are two dff erent things, which many
tead asthesame. To besavedisto bedelivered and/or proteded. People of the Old Testament times
weresaved, they weredeli vered and proteded by the LORD many timesthroughou theyeasbefore
Jesus camein theflesh. Noah and hishousehold were saved at thetime of theflood.In 1 Peter 3:20
it says, “W hich sometime were disobedient, when oncethelongsuffering of God waited in the
days of Noah, whilethe ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by
water.” It says, “eight souls were saved.”

God has always been saving souls. Hedid it in the Old Testament timesandHeis dill doing
it today. When asoul is saved, it is delivered and proteded from whatsoever istrying to destroy it.
Take for example the diildren of Israd at the time of Moses. A multitude of people were saved,
delivered and proteded asthey came out of Egypt. Y et, they would na mix faith with the Word of
the LORD that promised them they could enter intotheland d Canaan (Heb. 319). Therefore, those
over twenty yeasold could na enter in. They were saved from the Egyptians but later they died in
the wil derness To be saved, we must put faith in that which God hes promised, a we could loose
our salvation.

But, being born again is not the same thing. When a person is born again they become
children of God through the new birth. They are nat just saved, bu they are born into the family of
God by anew birth. The new birthisnaot abirth in the natural redm but aspiritua birth, ban of the
Spirit of God (John 36) andthe Word of God (1 Peter 1:23). Thisnew birthisnot awork of men,
but awork of God (John 113). Whereby, God the Father adopts us unto Himself through Jesus
Christ, HisSon (Eph. 14-6). We ae adopted ou of thisworld into the kingdom of God' s Son (Col.
1:13).

Therefore, we aenolonger of thisworld, bu hearenisour home and Godisour true Father.
Jesusisour Savior, but Heisaso ou Brother, for our Father and Jesus’ Father are the same person.
Through the new birth we become related to God, eing that God the Father is our true Father.

The name “Jesus’ pertainsto the Son d Man, that cameinto thisworld ban of awoman and
of the Spirit of God. Therefore, Jesus becane aman, the Son d Man; having abody of flesh and
bores. Helived onthiseath asaman. Y et, He was gill the Son d God, while He lived asthe Son
of Man, ban o awoman.
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When Jesus died onthe Crossof Calvary, everything that was Hisasthe Son d Man wasl| eft
behind.Hetook nahing of thisworld with Him. Just asany other personwho desonthiseath; they
take nathing of thiseath with them. All their belongings, all their possessons, al of their power as
kings or rulers, everything that belonged to them stays here on eath and they leave for their final
destination.

Just asaking, when hedies, histhroneispassd onto his on. All hispower asaking isleft
toancther, oreof his ns. That iswhat happened when Jesusdied onthe Cross Hispower asaking
was passed onto His brothers and sisters. They receved “by inheritance” dl that Jesus had, His
kingship, His power, His authority to reign here on eath.

Now, becaise of Jesus deah, we become heirs of His. Becaise we ae diildren of God
through the new birth, we inherit al that was His. By inheritance, we receve power to dothe will
of God here on eath, the same power that Jesus had while He was here on eath.

That power comesto usin dfferent ways. It comesto us by the anainting of the Holy Spirit.
The same Holy Spirit that was uponJesusis also upon  (if we will recave Him). Thisanointing
iswhat destroys the works of the devil. It wasn't Jesus that cast out devil s by His own pawver. The
devilswere cat out by the Spirit of God, that Jesus was anointed with (Matt. 1228). Now, as heirs
of Jesus, we can recavethe same anointing of the sameHoly Spirit that Jesushad. By thisanointing
we can cast out devil s, hed the sick, raise the dead, and set aliberty all those who are oppressed by
the devil (Luke4:18,19,Acts10:38). Thisanaintingisgivento all whoare heirsto thethrone of the
King who ded. Jesus, as king over al kingdoms of this world ded, and we have inherited His
kingship in this world. Therefore, we have the same power Jesus had, for we are kings and priest
unto Godin His geal. Revelation 16 says, “ And hath made uskingsand priestsunto God and
his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.”

We are God' s representatives here on eath in Jesus place We have recave dominion, and
power, and authority to ad for God onthis eath aslong aswe live onthis eath. Our kingship will
remain aslong as we remain faithful to God.

By inheritance, we ae whowe ae. Not that we did anything of ourselvesto eaniit, it was
not what we did, bu what Jesus did as the Son d God and the Son d Man while He was here on
eath. Wereceved al that belonged to Him “by inheritance” Therefore, we can be delivered and
proteded by God, nd becaise of any goodworksthat wedid, and nd because of any bad worksthat
we did, bu only because of our inheritance & children of God. Romans 8:16,17tell s us,

The Spirit itself beareth withnesswith our spirit, that we are the dildren of God:

And if children, then heirs; heirsof God, and joint-heirswith Christ; if so bethat we

suffer with him, that we may be also dorified together.

We ae dildren of God, through the new birth, nd just becaise we were saved like Noah,

but becaisewerecaved Jesus Christ asLORD andare born again of the Spirit andthe Word. Then,
being children of God, we ae heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ. Joint-heirs, means, we ae
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heirs along with Christ and all the other children of God who are in Christ. We ae not more
important than they, and they are not more important then we ae. We ae joint-heirs with them, to
dothewill of Godthe Father here oneath. Wehavethe power, andwe havethe aithority, itisgiven
us, nat becaise we eained it, na becaise we ae greaer than any other onthiseath, bu becaise of
our inheritance

Weinherited al that Jesuspurchased for us. AsaKing, andGod srepresentative, whil e Jesus
was hereoneath; He paid the pricefor our salvationfrom theworks of the devil . By Hisobedience,
He suff ered the shame, the beaings, and was crucified, (put to deah onthe aosg. By His gripes
we are heded. “It’s by inheritance He paid the pricefor us.” Our heding is by inheritance, and so
isour salvationfrom sins. For by Hisblood onthe aoss He paid the pricefor us. He did thiswhile
Hewas dill dive, inthisworld, asthe Son d Man. AsaMan, Jesus paid the pricefor our salvation,
our deliverancefrom sicknessand dsease, our deliverancefrom sin and the works of the devil .

What isyours*“ by inheritance” isrightfull y yours, for it isyour inheritance anong the saints,
“thasewhoarein Christ.” Now, it’ supto you, will youtakewhat isyoursandlive unto Godas Jesus
did? Will youreceveyour inheritance and go onand dothe worksthat Jesus did? Jesus said to His
disciplesinJohn 1412, Verily, verily, | say unto you, Hethat believeth on me, theworksthat
| do shall hedo dso; and greater worksthan these shall hedo; becausel gounto my Father.”
Why did Jesus sy, “becaise| go urto my Father” ? Because when He went to His Father, He left us
His power, His possessons, everything that was His was left for us, as heirs and joint-heirs with
Christ. We can dothe works that Jesus did, becaise we inherited all that was His when He went to
be with His Father (by way of deah).

He died, that we might inherit al that He had, “eternal life, power and authority as sons of
God hereoneath.” As nsof God,we can dowhatsoever God sayswe can do.It'supto us, for it
only works through faith, nd of ourselves but by grace Graceis given to us as ons of God by
inheritance

When youinherit something from someonewho ded, it isrightfully yoursandyou havefull
rights to useit. You have the same rights as Jesus had when He was here on eath. Therefore, by
inheritancereceave from Godthat which isyours, hedth, paver and authority over al the works of
the devil .

Leantheseimportant fadsof truth, and spegk them out of your mouth, that it getsdown into
your heat, for faith comes by heaing and heaing by the Word of God:

I’'m the righteousnessof God in Christ,

I’'m anew credurein Him,

I’'m a partaker of His divine nature,

On me He will not impute sin.

AsHeis, soam | inthisworld,

| am seaed with Him in heavenly places,

| have authority, power, and victory,
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Greder isHethat isin me, than he that isin theworld,
| am born of the Spirit, washed in His blood,
Satan has no paver over me.

For those who are not born again of the Spirit and the Word, these do nd apply. Y ou must
be barn again to clam the righteousnessof Jesus Christ as your own. You must be born again to
inherit the promises and pssessons of Jesus Christ.

So, what must we do to become born again? We must receve Jesus Christ as LORD and
Savior of our lives. When we receve Him into ou lives we become born again. If you are not
paositive you are born again of the Spirit, you can be today. If youwill receve Jesus Christ as your
LORD and Savior, He will recave youinto everlasting life.

From you reat, pray aprayer like this:

"LORD Jesus, | knowthat You arethe Son ¢ God.| know that You ded onthe aossfor me.
| know that God raised You from the dead.

Jesus, forgive me of all my sins, wash me dean in Your blood that | may be the
righteousnessof God in You. Thark You, Jesus!

Jesus, | ask Youto comeinto my life? LiveYour lifeinme! Let Your will bedorein me! Let
thewill of God bedorein my lifeasit wasin Your life. | surrender my life to You, Jesus!

Youlead me by Your Sgrit and| will foll ow to the best of my abhility. | will li vefor You dl
the days of my life, as Youlead me by Your Sprit.

| receve You naw, asmy LORD, and \VIOR for all eternity.

Towalk inthe authority and paver that isyoursasa dild of God, you reed the power of the
Holy Spirit that is yours through the baptism with the Holy Spirit. Jesus said to Hisdisciplesin Acts
1:5, “For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not
many dayshence” TheninActs1:8, Jesus sad, “ But yeshall receve power, after that theHoly
Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be withesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all
Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”

Y outoo, can be baptized with the Holy Spirit, walk in power and spe&k in ather tongues as
the Spirit givesyou uterance

Say aprayer likethis, believing in your heat what God has promised youin His Word.

"Jesus, Yousaid in Mark 16:17,that in Your name | can cast out devls.

Saan,inthe name of Jesus, | cast you ou of my mind. You hareno auhority over my mind.
My mindisclear of all demonic oppressonin Jesus name.

Father, according to Your Word in Luke11:13, You promised me the Holy Sgrit if | ask.
Father, | am now asking Youto gveme the Holy Sprit with the ewdence of speaking in tongues.
| recevethe Holy Sprit from You naw, in Jesus name."
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INHERITANCE
OR
COVENANT

What is a cmvenant? A covenant is a dedaration signed and seded between two or more
parties, stating the condtions of the cvenant. Some mvenants are cadl ed “blood covenants.” That
means, they are seded with bood. The purpose being, that it demands the deah of anyone who
would breg the mvenant. Leviticus 17:11 says, “For thelife of theflesh isin the blood: and |
have given it to you upon thealtar to makean atonement for your souls: for it istheblood that
maketh an atonement for the soul.”

Now, we have such a amvenant with the LORD through Abraham. The LORD made a
covenant between Himself and the sead of Abraham. Genesis 17:1,2,7says,

And when Abram was ninety yearsold and nine, the LORD appeared to Abram, and
said unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfed.

And | will makemy covenant between meand theg and will multiply thee excealingly.
And I will establish my covenant between me and theeand thy seed after theein their
generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto theg and to thy seal after
thee

Thenin Galatians 3:16it says, “Now to Abraham and his sed werethe promises made.
He saith not, And to seals, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.”
Therefore, the bloodcovenant between Abraham andthe LORD was edficaly for thasewhoare
in Christ. Galatians 3:29 says, “And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's sdal, and heirs
acoording tothepromise.” If anyoneisin Christ, then they are heirs of the blood covenant made
with Abraham. Abraham died, and his pasition with the LORD is a part or our inheritance

Y et, the blood covenant is dightly different than heirs and joint-heirs with Christ. For the
blood covenant included the protedion d God uponall who are in covenant. The gredaer power
(God), made mvenant with the lesser power (Abraham and his sed). By a blood covenant, the
greder power sweas by an caeth to make avail able dl Hispower to the lesser power, “if it isneed.”
Thereby, also the lesser power sweas by an cath to make available dl he hasto the greaer power
“if it isneeded.”

Under our blood covenant, we can come baldly before the throne of grace ad make our
request known. Hebrews 4:16 says, “ L et ustherefore comeboldly untothethroneof grace that
we may dbtain mercy, and find graceto help in time of need.” Being in covenant with God
through Jesus Christ, Jesus sid in John 1413,14,

And whatsoever yeshall ask in my name, that will | do,that theFather maybeglorified

in the Son.

23



If ye shall ask any thing in my name, | will doit.

Who dowe ask? Jesusistalking abou the Father, which wasin Him doing the works (John
14:19). So, unckr our bloodcovenant, we &k the Father in Jesus name! Now, covenant relationship
with the Father gives us the right to ask the Father for help in time of need. Even children of God,
nat yet matured urto “sons of God,” can operate in covenant relationship.

But, our inheritance as“sons of God’ places usin apasition d “authority and paver” over
the devil. We don't have to pray to the Father in Jesus name. We drealy have the power and
authority over the devil. It is ours by inheritance We can demand the defeded foe (the devil) to
release unto us al that isrightfully ours by inheritance

Jesus, asthe Son d God, kecane Man. Asthe Son d Man He had authority over the devil
“by the anainting,” which Hereceved of the Father at the age of thirty. By “this same anointing”
which we receve with the baptism in the Holy Spirit, we have authority over all the works of the
devil. We can bind h's powerswith the keys of heaven (Matt. 16.19), andthe keys of hell and deah
(Rev. 1:18), which Jesus took from the devil when He defeaed Him. Matthew 16:19 says, “And |
will giveuntotheethekeysof thekingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth
shall bebound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loaseon earth shall beloosed in heaven.”
In Luke 10:19, Jesus said, “Behold, | giveunto you power to tread on serpents and scor pions,
and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you.”

By covenant we pray to the Father in Jesus' name andHewill answer our prayer. Yet, al the
power that Jesus had here on eath, we inherit it as ©ns of God. By inheritance & ons of Godwe
can demand d Satan al that belongs to us and he must give it to us. It is rightfully ours by
inheritance Satan must obey our demands when we demand in faith, believing it is ours by
inheritance

24



TRUTH
AND
RIGHTEOUSNESS

There are dl kinds of truth reveded in the Scriptures. Y et, most important isto uncerstand
what Jesus said to Thomasin John 146, Hesaid, “ 1 am theway, thetruth, and thelife: no man
cometh unto the Father, but by me.” Until we know Jesus, we will not know that truth, for Heis
the Truth. Theworld daesnot know the Truth, andthey canna urtil they recevethe Truth into their
heats and become born again of the Holy Spirit and the Word of God.

| love what God hes done that we might know the Truth. When Jesus was here in the flesh
asthe Son d Man, theworld crucified Him, becausethey did na know the Truth. When Jesus good
before Pilatein John 1837, it says, “ Pilatetherefore said unto him, Art thou aking then? Jesus
answered, Thou sayest that | am aking. Tothisend was | born, and for thiscause amel into
theworld, that | should bear witnessunto thetruth. Every onethat isof thetruth heareth my
voice” Jesuswas syingto Pilate andtoyouandl at thesametime, “ 1 cameinto theworld that the
world should know the Truth; | am the Truth, | came that you may know Me.” What it isredly
saying in John 1837, isthat God would na trust such an important message of “what istruth?”
to anyone dse except “the Truth Himself.” God could have sent an angel to bare witnessto the
Truth, like He sent Gabriel to Zachariasand Mary (Luke 1:11, 26. God could have sent a prophet,
likelsaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, or any of theothers. But God dd na leare such animportant message
in the hands of ancther, He sent “the Truth Himself” to bare witnessof Himself.

TheWordsthat Jesus gpoke aeTruth,for Heisthe Truth Himself, dang the speging. When
we know the Truth, we will befree..In John 831,32,it says,

Then said Jesusto those Jewswhich believed on him, If ye mntinuein my word, then

are yemy disciplesinded;

And ye shall know thetruth, and thetruth shall makeyou free.

Continuingin HisWord includestwo things. Daily, reading, studying, and meditatingin His
Wordinthe Bible. Seoondy, it means|etting the Word of God come diveinyour daily life, for the
Word of Godis* aliveand paverful, andit will divide betweenthe soul andspirit” (Heb. 412), that
youwill know that which isfrom God and that which isfrom man. By the Word of God abidingin
us, we will know the Truth, and the Truth will set usfree..

How does Truth andrighteousnesswork together? Righteousnesscomes by thefaith of Jesus
Christ (Rom. 3:22). Heis our righteousness(to them that beli eve the Truth). Therefore, the Word
of Godsaysin 1John 37,"Littlechildren, let no man decaveyou: hethat doeth righteousness
isrighteous, even as heisrighteous.” “T hose who live righteous are righteous, thase who are
righteous, liverighteous...”
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First we must beaome born again of the Word and the Holy Spirit (1 Peter 1:23, John
3:3,5,6, then we can enter into the kingdom of God. Jesus said in John 33, “ Verily, verily, | say
unto theg Except a man be born agan, he annot seethe kingdom of God.” That means we
need to becomeborn again “ before” we can uncerstandthekingdom of God. Thenin John 35, Jesus
said,“ Verily, verily, | say untothee Except aman beborn of water and of theSpirit, he annot
enter intothekingdom of God.” Here Jesus said, the new birth must come “before” you can enter
into the kingdom of God. That would indicate that the new birth isnot al there is to entering into
the kingdom of God. There is more to it then just being born again, there is an entering into the
kingdom of God “after the new birth.” Many do nd understand this, because of the teadings of
men. But the truth of God will be known to those who continue in the Words of Jesus. His Words
always agreewith the whale Bible, espedally the New Testament.

His righteousnessis unto and uponall them that believe the Truth. The truth will make us
free.. Now lookat the kingdom of God,what isit? Romans 14:17 says, “ For thekingdom of God
isnot meat and drink; but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost.” To enter in
andliveinthekingdomof God,wemust have “Hisrighteousness” Our righteousnessisof noavail .
If we have His righteousness then we will li ve righteously, that is, in right standing with God
acordingtoHisWord. By living righteously acording to HisWord, wewill have peaceThispeace
is na the peacethe world gives, bu His peace Jesus sid in John 1427,“ Peacel leave with you,
my peace | give unto you: not as the world giveth, give | unto you. Let not your heart be
troubled, neither let it beafraid.” Thereisapeacehat comeswithin, nd liketheworld gives, bu
apeacethat comes from God.

| alwaystell others, dorit doanything unlessyou have peacean your spirit. For the peaceof
Godwithin your spirit isaguide ato what the Holy Spirit isdoing in your life. If your mind wants
to do orething andthe Holy Spirit wantsyouto dosomething else, youwill not have peacen your
spirit. If your mindtriesto lead youin awrong diredion, youwill not have peacen your spirit. If
there is osmething ahead of you that could cause you a situation that is not goodfor you, you will
nat have peacen your spirit. You do no aways know what thefutureis, bu the Holy Spirit within
you daes. Let me give you an example:

Yeas ago, | had puchased a beautiful used van. Everything was working grea. We loved
that van, for it had been ou desirefor many yeasto have avan likeit. Weonly had thisvan for less
then ayea. Then oretime, my wife wanted to go abou 350miles away to be & a cetain paceon
acetan day. Inthe natura, it wasfine. There was nothing wrong in the natural in going to be there
at that time. But the Holy Spirit knows what is in the future, and the things that Satan has planned
to destroy in ou lives.

For abou a week, aimost constantly | did na have peacein my spirit abou going. Many
times| said to my wife, | don't think we shoud go, there’' s osmething in me that makes me uneasy
abou going. Yet, my wife kept saying, “there’ s nothing wrong about going, there’ s no reason why
we caina go.” Yet, inside of me, there was no peace hou going.
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Even onthelast day, beforeweleft, | said, “1 don't think weshoud go.” Yet, | gaveinto my
wife, andwewent anyway. Almost all theway | wasprayinginthe Spirit. | just couldn’t stop praying
inthe Spirit. | didn’'t know why | couldn't stop, bu something was keeping me praying in the Spirit.
| recdl, my wife saying to me & onetime, “can’t youtalk to me?’ | had to tell her “I have to kegp
praying in the Spirit, | just can’'t stop naw to talk to you.” After traveling abou 300 miles, we were
onastraight road with the ause control set at 55miles per hour. Coming from theoppasitediredion
(toward us) was a pickup truck. When thistruck got abou 50 yards from usit started to come right
toward us, crosgngthe center line, heading straight at us. | quickly, turned the steeing whed toward
the right side of the road, to try and get out of hisway. When | got off the pavement onthe gravel
the pickuptruck hit my left side, just enough to push the badk of my van doff the gravel toward adee
ditch along theroad. | knew at that time, if | tried to turn badk toward the road, the van would roll
over in the ditch. So, | turned the steeing whed to go into the ditch, thinking, once | was at the
bottom of theditch | could turn again andcome out of the ditch badk ontheroad. But, | didn’'t know,
there was a farmers driveway aaossthe ditch just at that point. The van hit the driveway head-on,
jumped into the ar andlanded onthe other side of the driveway. The back wheds onthe driveway
and the front wheds in the ditch onthe other side.

My wifewasinjured, by her stomadh pushing up unae her rib-cagefrom the sudden jumping
of thevain over thedriveway. Thevan wasdedared “a total |0ss” andtherewewere, abou 50miles
from where we were going, with nocar, and my wife injured.

Why did thishappen? Why could it not have been prevented? Two things; first, it would na
have happened if | had listened to the witnessin my spirit and nd gone & that time. It could have
been prevented if | would have obeyed the witnessin my spirit. The Holy Spirit knowswhat isin
the future, and He isworking all thingstogether for our good,if welove Godandare cdled for His
purpose (Rom. 8:28). Y et, the Holy Spirit will not force anyone to okey the witnessHe givesusin
our spirit. His part isto lea us, guide us, tead us, and comfort us. From there on, it’supto usto
obey Him, acording to the Word of God andthewitnessin ou spirit. The Word andthe Spirit must
agree(1 John 58).

Sewndy, whenwe enter thekingdom (reign) of Godin ou lives, we enter acrdingto“His
righteousness” nat our righteousness We can say, “there’ snothing wrong with dang what wewant
to do,” but that isnat al thereisto the kingdom of God, “just believing that something is right or
wrong acording to ou thoughts’ according to what we think. In Isaiah 558,9we aetold;

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the

LORD.

For asthe heavens are higher than the erth, so are my ways higher than your ways,

and my thoughtsthan your thoughts.

In Proverbs14:12and 1625it tellsus, “ Thereisaway which seaneth right unto aman,
but the end thereof are theways of death.” Twicethisexad statement iswritten in the Proverbs.
Inthe days of thelaw of Mosesit was dated that in the mouth of two or threewitnesses athing shall
be establi shed Thisfirst becane establi shed asapart of thelaw of Mosesin Deuteronamy 17:6. Y et,
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Jesus, understanding the true meaning of the law made mention o thisin John 817, makingit clea
that it does not only apply to spedfic situations such asin Deuteronamy 17:6; but also to awitness
between Himself andHisFather. Thisalonetell sus, “ we must havea witnessbetween ouselvesand
theHoly Sgrit within us;” otherwise we aenot being led by the Holy Spirit, bu rather are walking
after the flesh (Rom. 8:5-8). If we walk after the flesh we ae walking contrary to the Holy Spirit.
Galatians 5:17 says, “For the flesh lusteth aganst the Spirit, and the Spirit aganst the flesh:

and these are contrary the oneto the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.”

Evenif the thing we want to doseamslike thereis nothing wrong with it, we ae still walking after
thefleshif we do nd take heed to the leading of the Spirit within us. Romans 8:1 tellsus, “ thereis
condemnation to those who walk after the flesh.”

We dorit know what the Holy Spirit had planned for us that day we left. There could have
been avery important matter He wanted usinvolved in somewhere dse that day. There may have
been apersonin desperate nead of someone to talk to them “by the leading of the Holy Spirit” that
day. The Holy Spirit needs a vessl He can use many times in the lives of others. If we put our
desires before His desires, our will before Hiswill, we ae walking after the flesh and na after the

Spirit.

Jesus set the example for those who will become sons of Godin these last days. Jesus said,
“ of Himself, He can do nohing’ (John 530), “ Hecame, na to doHisown will, but thewill of God
the Father” (John 638), “ He does nathing lest it is saown Him of His Father” (John 5:19), “ He
speaks only that which is given to Him of His Father” (John 838, 1249).

It doesn’t make ay differenceif what we think is ok o nat; it’s not what we think that
courts, it’swhat the Holy Spirit thinks that courts. If we go by our thoughts and nd His thoughts
we ae walking after the flesh and nd after the Holy Spirit. Thisis contrary to the reign of God in
our lives.

If we do nd have peacein ou inward being, there is ssmething wrong. The Holy Spirit
knowswhat iswrong, bu we dorit necessarily know. It isnot important if we know what the Holy
Spirit knows or not. What isimportant is that we be led by the Holy Spirit and nd by our natural
minds. Our natural mindis a part of the flesh, to walk after the flesh is contrary to the will of God
for Christians. God daes nat awaysreved everything to us, andit isnot for usto know everything
the Holy Spirit knows. It isfor usto oley the Holy Spirit by thewitnessin ou inward being, and nd
grievethe Holy Spirit by disobeying Him (Eph. 430). Obedienceto the Holy Spirit from within us
is much more important than knaving why He is leading us or guiding us in adiredion dfferent
than our thowghts. (For more information onthe subjea of the leading of the Holy Spirit, order the
book*“This New Life” by Merle E. Koepke).

It' sthe leading of the Holy Spirit, Whoisworkingin ustowill andto doHisgood pdeasure
that isimportant. Phili ppians 2:13 says, “ For it isGod which worketh in you both towill and to
do of hisgoad pleasure.” What wasHisgood pgeasure mncerning that trip with thevan? Wedon't
know if there was something else the Holy Spirit would have had us do that day or not. But we do

28



know, it wasnot Hisgood pgeasurethat we disobey Hisleading andlet the devil destroy our van and
cause injury to my wife, that she had to go to a hospital.

Godisfor us, na against us (Rom. 830). The Holy Spirit did His part by warning me for
amost aweek in advance, yet | did na take the warning by the unrest in my spirit. If there is not
peacean ou spirit we shoud na dothat which weintended to do.Never do anything withou peace
inyour spirit. The Holy Spirit is cdled the Comforter, whowill giveyou peacen your spirit (John
14:26,27).

The peae will come because of the righteousnesswe receve by believing on ou LORD
Jesus Christ, and the work of the Holy Spirit in ou lives. By it, we have righteousness peace ad
joy. Wheredoesthejoy comefrom? It comeswhen you knav the Holy Spirit isworkinginyour life.
Y ouknow youaredoing what the LORD had planned for youto do.Thejoy comesbecaise Hiswill
isbeing dore. It'snot our will Heisinterested in, it’sHiswill , whichisthewill of God the Father.

Jesus said in John 530, “1 can of mine own self do nothing: as | hear, | judge: and my
judgment isjust; because | seek not mine own will, but thewill of the Father which hath sent
me.” The joy comes when we ae not doing our will but Hiswill . When we enter the kingdom of
God,wewill enter by Hisrighteousness flowing in the peacethat He gives us, andwewill havejoy
doing Hiswill and nd our will .

It isthe Truth, acwrding to the Word of God, that will set us freeof anything that is not of
God.Whenwewalk in Truth, wewill experiencethereign of Godin ou lives. Every day, weshoud
have peace adjoy in the Holy Spirit, for this “righteousness peace adjoy isin the Holy Spirit.”
Withou the leading, guiding, teading, and comforting of the Holy Spirit, we will not have peace
and joy.

Jesus, WhoistheWord of God,will set usfree Aswe ontinuein HisWord, wewill know
the Truth and the Truth will set usfree..
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OUR
HIGH PRIEST

In Hebrews 6:20, it says “Jesus, made an high priest for ever after the order of
Melchisedec” Why was Jesus made ahigh priest after the order of Melchisedec? Who was
Melchisedec? Hebrew 7:1 tellsus, “ For thisMelchisedec king of Salem, priest of themost high
God, who met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings, and blessed him.”
Meéel chisedecwas the king of Salem, he was aso a priest of the most high God (Which is God the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit).

Here we need wisdom. For Melchisedecwas the king of Salem. If welook badk at Genesis
14, we will seethat there were anumber of kings over a number of cities. For instance, there was
“Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king of Elam, and Tidal king
of nations.” These four kings made war with “Bera king of Sodom, and with Birsha king of
Gomorr ah, Shinab king of Admah, and Shemeber king o Zeboiim, and theking of Bela,which
isZoar.” Thereby, Melchisedecwas also aking over what is caled Salem. Which most likely isa
city, commonly accepted aswhat wascal ed Jerusalem later (Psa. 76.1,2). Many of thekingsof cities
and surroundng areawere dso the priests of that area that is, if they werethe chief spiritual leader
of the aty. This ansto bethe caewith Melchisedec Hewasliterally theking and priest of Salem
at the time when the wars broke out between the kings of these other cities, which included Sodam
and Gomorrah, where Lot dwelt.

Hebrews 7:2 says, “To whom also Abraham gawve a tenth part of all;_first being by
interpretation King of righteousness and after that also King of Salem, which is, King of
peace” Notice it says“first being by interpretation.” The meaning of names many timesidentified
theresult of their future. For instance, the name “Abraham” means“father of amultitude.” That was
not Abraham’s name in the beginning, his name was Abram, meaning “high father.” The LORD
changed Abram’s name to Abraham because of his obedience to the LORD. Ancther name that
identifies the future is the name “Joshua” which means, “Jehovah is his help, o Jehovah the
Saviour.” Thisalso wasnat Joshua' s namein the beginning. Hisnamewas*“ Oshea” hewasthe son
of “Nun, d the tribe of Ephraim.” Osheg means “help.” His name was changed from “help,” to
“Jehovah ishishelp, a Jehovah the Saviour.” Thisisthe same name given to Jesus by God, astold
to Mary and Joseph (Luke 1:31, Matt. 1:21). Now the name “Melchisedec” means “king of
righteousness” therefore Hebrews 7:2 starts off saying, “to whom... .” To whom means “to
Melchisedec Abraham gave a tenth..” Names are very important, for when their meaning is
understood,they tell thefuture (or prophecy of future events). Therefore, names must beinterpreted
asto their meaning before full revelation can come forth.

That means, whenin saysin Hebrew 7:2,“fir st being by interpretation,” that whichis sid
isnat what it means, bu it must be interpreted to be understood. Take for instance, when a person
spe&sintongues, it canna bespirituall y understood urlessit isinterpreted. Therefore, M el chisedec
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was king of Salem, and he was a priest of God; but in the spiritual interpretation d Melchisedeg
heisa “forerunner” of Jesus. Heisthe onewho came before Jesus as oneto prepare the way for the
future coming of Jesus. Like John the Baptist was also a forerunrer of Jesus, ore who came to
prepare the way for the amming of Jesus.

Now, everything spoken abou Melchisedecfoll owing Hebrews 7:1 is an interpretation o
Jesus, nat the literal Melchisedec king of Salem who met Abraham. Melchisedechad parents, he
was aking, and he was a priest unto God. The interpretation, using Melchisedec a the forerunrer,
starts with “King of righteousness” Jesusis our King of righteousness na Melchisedec King of
Salemisinterpreted “King of peace’ Theword Salem in the Hebrew means“peace’ Melchisedec
was king of Salem (peace, by interpretation. “Jesus is our King of peace’ Hebrews 7:3 goes on
withtheinterpretation,saying, “W ithout father, without mother, without descent, havingneither
beginning of days, nor end of life; but made like unto the Son of God; abideth a priest
continually.” Jesus, before He came into this world, was withou an eathly father, withou an
eathly mother, withou any eathly descent, neither having any beginning of days or end o life.
Jesus was made in the likenessof man, yet He was the Son d God, and abides before God as our
High Priest forever. Jesus' priesthoodcontinuesforever, seenthat Hestill li ves, andwill li veforever.
When apriest took dficehebecane priest aslong ashelived. Aaronwas High Priest until hedied.
Even though Jesus died onthe aoss He dso rose again onthethird day, and He till li vesforever.
Therefore, His priesthoodcontinues forever.

Through the interpretation d Hebrews 7:1,2, tsing Melchisedec & the forerunrer of Jesus,
we seeJesus as High Priest forever before God on lehalf of all of God's children.

What isthe purpose of apriest? His purposeisto make saaifices for the sins of the people,
that they would be acceted by Godthe Father. Aaronwasthe high priest at thetime of Mosesin the
wilderness Aaron’s duty was to make saaificefor the sins of the dhildren of Israd. When Aaron,
andtheother priest’ madesaaificefor thesinsof the people, their fell owship with Godwasrestored.
Their sinswere overed by the blood d the saaifice, and God dd na look uportheir sins, instead
Helooked at theblood d thesaaifice Thiswasatype and shadow of theblood d Jesus, which was
to come.

Today, we have the blood d Jesus, which was ded orce, “for al eternity,” an everlasting
bloodto take avay the sins of the world (1 John 22). Now that the true High Priest has come, and
shed His blood for an everlasting covenant with God the Father, we have aHigh Priest after the
interpretation d Melchisedec king of Righteousness

Using the type and shadow of things to come, what happened when Aaron and the other
priest made @onement for the sins of the people? The word atonement comes from a Hebrew root
word “kaphar,” meaning, “to cover; figuratively, to expiate or condore, to placde or cancd.” To
make an atonement means, “to cleanse, disannd, forgive, be merciful, padfy, pardon, puge avay,
put off, make reconcili ation.” When the priest made @onement for the people their sins were no
longer looked upon ly God, even though they were only covered by the blood d the saaifices.
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In 1John 21,2,it says,

My little children, thesethingswritel unto you, that yesin not. And if any man sin, we
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:

And heisthepropitiation for our sins; and not for oursonly, but alsofor thesinsof the
wholeworld.

Today, Jesusis our advocae, the One who stands before God the Father on ou behalf. He
isthe propitiation for our sins. The word “propiti ation” and the word “atonement” mean the same.
Hisbloodcleanses usfrom all sin, nd just covers us but cleanses us. Becaise His bloodis eternal,
it cleanses us daily, na only the sins of our past before we were born again, but even the sinswe
commit after we ae born again. That isexplained in 1 John 17-10, saying,

But if wewalk in thelight, asheisin thelight, we have fellowship one with another,

and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth usfrom all sin.

If we say that we have no sin, we decave our selves, and the truth isnot in us.

If we oonfessour sins, heisfaithful and just to forgive usour sins, and to cleanse us

from all unrighteousness

If we say that we have not sinned, we make him aliar, and hisword isnot in us.

Why is Jesus a High Priest after the order of Melchisedec? By interpretation, Heis a Priest
forever, by His saaifice and His blood we have forgiveness of sins past, present, and future.
Therefore, in Hebrews 8:6-12, it says,

(6) But now hath he obtained a more excdlent ministry, by how much also heisthe

mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises.

(7) For if that first covenant had been faultless then should no placehave been sought

for the second.

(8) For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come, saith the L ord, when

| will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah:

(9) Not accordingtothe mvenant that | madewith their fathersin theday when | took

them by the hand tolead them out of theland of Egypt; becausethey continued not in

my covenant, and | regarded them not, saith theLord.

(20) For thisisthe cmvenant that | will makewith the house of Israel after those days,

saith theLord; | will put my lawsinto their mind, and writethem in their hearts: and

| will betothem a God, and they shall beto me a people:

(11) And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his brother,

saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from theleast to the greatest.

(12) For 1 will be merciful to their unrighteousness and their sinsand their iniquities

will I remember no more.

Noticethat “their sinsand their iniquitieswill | remember no more.” Y et, this foll ows
that which is gated in the verses before this. What comes before this last statement in verse 12?
Verse 10, tellsus, “ He will put Hislawsin ou minds, andwrite themin ou hearts.” Notice He
didn't say we had to dothis, He said He was going to doit. What does that mean to us? That means
that religion, a religious people who think they can doit will fail. Thase whothink they can make
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“themselves righteous” will fail. Their righteousnessis as filthy rags, it is of no value to God. It
means that those who, d their ability try to live their lives acording to the law, or the letter of the
law will fail. For whatsoever is of Godis not of man, and whatsoever is of man isnat of God.

If the LORD does not put Hislawsin ou minds andwritethem in ou heats, it will only be
religion, man’s way of perfeding himself. It will be man’srighteousness na the righteousnessof
Godin Christ Jesus. By the law, noore muld be justified, it was only a schodmaster, to bring us
to Christ (Acts 13:38,39,Gal. 3:24).

Thelast part of verse 10, explains how the LORD was going to pu Hislawsin ou minds
andwritethem in ou heats, it says, “1 will betothem a God, and they shall beto me a people.”
How canthe LORD be aGod urto us, andwe be apeople unto Him? First, we must understandwhat
it meansto be aGod urto someone. Theword “God’ inthe Greek is“theos,” meaning, “a deity; the
supreme Divinity.” Theword “deity, or divinity” means “one of supreme supernatural powers’

If the LORD isto be aGod uno us, it must be “by His supreme supernatural powers.”
Therefore, it is not by our power, na by our might, bu by His Spirit (Zedh. 4:6). How can the
LORD, by His supreme supernatural powers put Hislawsin ou minds? First, it al beginswith our
recaving Jesus Christ as LORD, na just as Savior. When we make Jesus LORD in ou lives, we
give Him the authority to change our thinking, our thoughts, our ways by His supernatural power.

Let’stake alookat thisfirst. Asanexample, in my life; when | asked the LORD to comeinto
my life andtake over for me, for | could na continueto live a1 wasliving (I becane born again of
the Spirit andthe Word). A true experienceof the new birth shoud produce sometype of changein
apersonslife. For instance, if youtake avay astony heat of man and give him anew heat of flesh
(Ezek. 36:26), and take the old spirit of man ou of aman and pu a new spirit within hm (Ezek.
36:26, 2Cor. 5:17), there shoud be a tangein that person.

Ancther example; if youwereto take abattle of dirty water, empty out the water and fill it
with pure dean water, that bottle shoud show some sort of change, espedally if anything that isin
the battleistaken out. Out of that bottle shoud come pure dean water, na old drty water. Why is
it? Because what isin the bottle is what shoud come out of the battle.

When | receved Jesus as LORD, my thinking changed drasticaly. Before | wasborn again
| wastrying to make enough money to buy at least three gartment houses, and have them paid for
by thetime | wasfifty-five yeasold. Then | thought | could retire and live off the income of those
apartment houwses. At the age of forty-five, when | receved Jesus as LORD (was born again), |
already owned two dugexes. | had at onetime owned threg but | had to sell oneto pay bill s. Things
were arealy going the wrong diredion asfar as| could see My plans were faili ng, and | neeled
someone to help me, for | could na dowhat | wanted to do d my own ability. Other things were
goingwronginmy life and | was unableto changethem. That iswhy | cdl ed uponJesusto take over
my life, and bethe LORD of my life. That night, the night | was born again, | prayed to the LORD
amost al night, crying out to Him, LORD, | can't go onlikethis, | need Youto take over my life,
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andbemy LORD. Y outakeover for me, and| will li vefor You.I prayed likethat over and ower that
night.

The next day, | naticed there was a dhange in my thinking. | could na kegp my mind on
making money to buy houses. All | could think of was, Jesus, | love Y ou, | want to study Y our Word.
Every chancel got, | wasreading the Bible. | could na concentrate uponmaking money, all 1 could
think abou was*“reading the Bible.” | would take my Bibleto work andread for hous, beforel was
able to forcemyself to get to work. (I owned my own businessat thetime, therefore | did na have
anyonreto tell me | couldn’'t read my Bible when | was uppased to be working).

Usudly, | read my Bible until noon,then after lunch | would get to work. I tried many times
to concentrate on working to earn money to buy more property, bu | could na keg my mind on
those things. All | wanted to dowas read my Bible, andtalk to people dout Jesus.

Now, | was areligious person for most of my life. | started reading my Biblereligiously at
abou the age of sixteen. | met with pastors of my denomination qute frequently from the age of
eighteen until forty-five. | was a Sunday Schod teader, a wurcil member, etc. from the age of
eighteen urtil abou the age of forty-two. At the age of forty-two things began to get so bad in my
self-righteous life that | changed churchesand dd na join the dhurch courcil. Within threeyeas|
had already sold ore house, and was going badkwards in everything (so it seemed). That’s when |
cdled uponthe LORD to take over my life.

Now, that | asked the LORD to take over my life, there was sich a change in my thinking |
could nat understand myself. Why couldn’t I think the way | use to think? Why couldn't | continue
to dowhat | wanted to doall thaseyeas? It took sometimefor meto find ou what happened to me
the night | prayed for the LORD to take over my life. Then | understoodthat, when apersonisborn
again they beaome anew creaurein Christ, theold oreis passed away andanew oneisput init’s
place(2 Cor. 5:17) Then | began to redi ze that my thinking would neturally change dso.

Many Christians have had simil ar experiences. Not awaysnaticing the dhangethevery next
day, bu they do ndice a tiange in their thinking. One person told me over and over again duing
abou a six month period, “the LORD is changing my life, | dorit dothethings| useto do,l don't
have any desire to dothem.” One time he said to me, “1 use to drink bea and alcohd, bu now |
dontevenlikethetasteof it.” Another timehesaidto me, “oneday, an ddfriend d mine asked me
for a agarette, | gave him a dgarette, andthen | said to him, here, takethewhole pad” then hesaid,
“l said, Jesus, | don't want to smoke any more.” He said, from that day on henever even had adesire
to smoke dgarettes any more. Later on, he said to me, “Merle, | dont understand it, | listen to
castte tapes of the Bible and pray in the Spirit in the morning and tea's come to my eyes. I’'m an
old man, | never cry.”

Whenthe LORD putsHislawsin ou mindsour thinking changes. Our thoughtsbegintoline

upwith Histhoughts, our ways begin to become Hisways. If wetried to doit of ourselves, it would
naot last, bu if the LORD makes the dhanges, they last.
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It'sthe desire to study His Word and pray that causes the changesin ou thinking. He puts
thedesirein ou heatsandin ou minds. Asweyieldto Hisleading by His Spirit, changestake place
in ou lives, and He beaomes our God and we become His people. He beawmes the supreme
supernatural authority in ou lives. It’snat by our power, and nd by our might, but by His Spirit that
these changes take placein ou heatsandin ou minds.

Now the spirits of this world are still around,still trying to bring us badk under the law,
whereby they can get usto live by our righteousness nat Hisrighteousness Therefore, we need the
help of the Holy Spirit to tead us from the Word of God, the truths contained therein. We need to
understand Jesus as our High Priest. We must live by His righteousness na our righteousness

Y et, most important of al i sthat we understandthe Holy Spirit, for Heisour Helper, Guide,
Comforter, and Teader, sent by Jesus and the Father for us here on eath. He isthe anointing that
wereceave when we ae baptized with the Holy Spirit with the evidenceof spegking intongues. We
need to get to knaw the Holy Spirit so well, that we do nd foll ow any other spirits, or people who
foll ow other spirits.

Thewaysof the Holy Spirit are not theways of man. They aretotall y diff erent from theways
of man. Thewaysof the Holy Spirit are heavenly minded, nd eathly minded. The ways of the Holy
Spirit are supernatural, na natural li ke the ways of the world. The Holy Spirit does not put money
before the Word of God. He does not operate by money, He operates by His supernatural power.
Money is used, just like foodis used for our bodes. But it’s not the money that the Holy Spirit is
interested in, itsthe power of God. It’snat the foodthat the Holy Spirit isinterested in itsthe power
of God. TheHoly Spirit’smain interest isin the manifestation d the power of God acwrding to the
Word of God. He never operates outside of the Word of God.

What abou sinin ou lives, what dowe do abou it? Sin must be overcome, but if wetry to
doit by ourselveswithou the help of the Holy Spirit it will not last. Whatsoever wedo d our ability
isonly temporal. It slike aspring, you can stretch it into the pasition you want it. But, if you ever
let go, it will go badk to whereit wasoriginaly. The diange must take placewithin us by the power
of the Holy Spirit helping us overcome sin.

Romans 8:13says*“ For if yeliveafter theflesh, yeshall die: but if yethrough the Spirit
do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.” The dedals of the flesh, which is snin the flesh
must be mortified; that is, pu to deah “through the Spirit.” The Holy Spirit must help us overcome
sin in the flesh. In Hebrew 4.6,8 it tells us, “For it is impossble for those who were once
enlightened,...If they shall fall away, to renew them agan unto repentance..” What does that
mean? TheHoly Spirit isthe Onewhowill reprovetheworld because of sin (John 168). What does
it mean by theworld? All wholive acording to theworld's g/stem, that is, from their natural mind
of theflesh. The Holy Spirit is“the Spirit of repentance” Unlessthe Holy Spirit leads ssmeoneto
repent, they canna repent. Repent, means“change.” Withou theHoly Spirit apersoncanna change.
Withou the Holy Spirit no ore can cometo Jesus, or to God. Jesus said, “ No man can cometo me,
except the Father which hath sent medraw him: and | will raisehim up at thelast day” (John
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6:44). How does the Father draw a person? By the Holy Spirit! If the Holy Spirit isnot working in
apersonslife, whatsoever they dowill not be of any avail. It isworthlessasfar as Godisconcerned.
Godisnat interested in what we do d our own ability, Heisinterested in what He can do by His
Holy Spirit working through His Word. Repentance ca orly come by man cooperating with the
Holy Spirit acording to the Word of God.

We must mortify the deads of theflesh, whichis, “sinintheflesh” (Rom. 7:23). But, it must
be dore through the Holy Spirit, by Him working in usfromwithin ou inward being. We ae anew
creaor in Christ, if we ae born of the Spirit and the Word. But, we still have sinin the flesh, and
it must be overcome by the Holy Spirit working with us, na by our ability aone. Religion and
religiousadswill not overcome sinin theflesh. Jesus already overcome sin in the flesh for us, now
we must believe the Word of God concerning what Jesus did onthe aossfor us. Then, through the
Spirit, we overcome the devil , the author of sin by the Word of Godworking in us.

Withou the Word we canna overcome sin in the flesh. Withou the Holy Spirit we caanat
overcomesinintheflesh. But, with the Word andthe Holy Spirit we can put to deah sinintheflesh.
Thanks be to Jesus who owercame sin for us. Romans 8:2-4 says,

For thelaw of the Spirit of lifein Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin

and death.

For what thelaw could not do, in that it wasweak through theflesh, God sending his

own Son in thelikenessof sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:

That the righteousnessof thelaw might befulfill ed in us, who walk not after theflesh,

but after the Spirit.

Therefore, if we walk after the Spirit we will have peace adlife. But if we walk after the

flesh,andtry to overcomesinintheflesh ouselves, it will not work. Life and peace ome by awork
of the Holy Spirit in ou lives. We must lean haw the Holy Spirit worksin ou lives.
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