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Introduction

In the Gospel of John,Jesus said, “If ye continuein my word, then are ye my disciples
inded;...And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free” (John 8:31.32.
Reading thisverseinan English version d the Biblewill not help usto knaw the Truth. Our English
Bibles do nd always give usthe wrred information that the Hebrew and Greek gives us.

In the beginning, the Bible was written in Hebrew, Chaldees, and Greek. The beginning of
the Hebrew language is uncertain. It isfirst spoken of in Genesis 14:13 where Abraham is cdled
“the Hebrew.”

Certain parts of the Old Testament were written in Chaldees, such as parts of the book d
Daniel and Ezra. The Chaldees language is ometimes cdled Aramaic.

The Greek languageisthe language in which the New Testament iswritten. Thiswriti ng of
the Scriptures began during the Greek captivity, when the Jews began speaking Greek.

Why is this important to understand when we are seaching to know the Truth? Simply
becaisethe Hebrew and Greek languages have many wordswhich are not comparableto the English
language. Beingthat the original manuscriptswerewrittenin Hebrew, Chaldees, and Greek, wemust
also find the true meaning of what is written in these languages.

TheBibletellsus, “ All scripture isgiven by inspiration of God...” (2Tim. 3:16). Theword
“inspiration” in 2 Timothy 3:16 means “it came by the unction d the Holy Spirit, from the spirit
of man, nd from the mind d man.” The Bible dso says, “ For the prophecy camenot in old time
by thewill of man: but holy men of God spake asthey weremoved by theHoly Ghost” (2 Peter
1:21). Theword“ prophecy” in 2Peter 1:21 means*” given by inspiration d the Holy Spirit (Spoken
as the Holy Spirit put the words in their mouth).” In ather words, it was not ac@rding to man’'s
wisdom, bu totally by the Holy Spirit.

If we aeto believethe Bible, then we must beli eve what God said andinspired to bewritten,
not what man said. God spe&ksfrom the spirits of men, whereas men speek from their minds, which
have been corrupted by the knowledge of goodand evil (Gen. 217; 3:6).

To know the Truth, we must understand what the Greek word transl ated to the Engli sh word
“know” means? Jesus sid, “ If ye continuein my word, then are ye my disciplesindedd;...And
yeshall know (ginosko) thetruth, and thetruth shall makeyou free” (John 831.32. The Greek
word “ginasko,” isaword which caries its meaning all the way from the Hebrew into the Greek.
It is sometimes used in the Hebrew and the Greek to expressthe reproduction d ancther “after its
own kind”

In the Old Testament the same word in the Hebrew is“yada.” In Genesis4:1 it says, “And
Adamknew (yada) Evehiswife; and she conceved, and bare Cain...” InMatthew 1:25thisword
isused in the Greek language, whereit speaksof JosephandMary, saying Joseph,“ knew (ginosk o)
her not till shehad brought forth her firstborn son: and he c@lled hisname JESUS.” It isaso
used in Luke 1:34, where it says, “ Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall thisbe, seeng |
know (ginosko) not a man?”

One primary meaning of thisword “ginasko” is, “to know to thedegreethat it will reproduce
itself in the same likenessand image of that which isknown.” Thisword has many other meanings,
which dcesinclude “to have intellecual knowledge of.”

We shoud be interested in its primary meaning. When we truly know (ginosko) Jesus, He
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will reproduceHislikenessandimagein ou lives. Thereforeto truly know Jesusisto belike Him,
to bea Hisimage.

Ancther placethisword “ginasko” isused isin Matthew 7:21-23, where Jesus sid, “ Not
every onethat saith untome, Lord, Lord, shall enter into thekingdom of heaven; but hethat
doeth thewill of my Father which isin heaven...Many will saytomein that day,Lord, Lord,
have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have @ast out devils? and in thy name
donemany wonderful works?.. And then will | professuntothem, | never knew (ginosko) you:
depart from me, yethat work iniquity.”

Wouldn't it be sad, if people spent their whale lifetime preading and teading what they
thought wasthe Word of God,including prophesying, casting out devil s, and many other wonderful
works, and then Jesus would say to them on that last day, “| never knew (ginosko) you: depart
from me, yethat work iniquity.” What away to end upin eternity, in the pits of hell, because they
never truly knew Jesus. Because they never let Jesus change their lives into His image and His
likeness

How many Christians are will ing to dowhat Jesus said we shoud dothat they can spend
eternity with Him forever and ever? Jesus said, “If ye continuein my word...” (John 831). How
many want to continue onintheir life, thinking they are doing what the LORD said to do,andin the
end find ou what they did was not what the LORD said to dd?

Itisa dhoicetheLORD left uptoeadindividual (to choosewhothey will foll ow)?Will t hey
foll ow Jesus (Whoisaso the Word of God)? Or will t hey continuall y foll ow the teadings of men?



KNOW THE TRUTH

InJohn 145, “ Thomas saith untohim, L ord, weknow (eido) not whither thou goest; and
how can we know (eido) theway?” In John 14:6, Jesus said, “| am theway, the truth, and the
life...” To knaw the Truth, we must know (ginosko) Jesus.

Noticein John 145, Thomas did na use the Greek word “ginasko” where the English uses
the word “know.” The word “know” in John 145 isthe Greek word “eido.” This Greek word hes
an entirely different meaning than the Greek word “ginasko.” Yet, for those reading their English
Bibles, it seemsto be the same word.

How can anyone “know” the Truth, if they do nd “know” what Jesus was sying? Anyone
who thinks these two Greek words mean the same thing are mistaken, and even deceved by the
devices of the Devil. Christians sioud na be ignorant of Satan’s devices (2 Cor. 211).

What was Jesus sying to Hisdisciplesin John 14when Hesaid, “1 am theway, thetruth,
and thelife(zoe)...”? When Jesus said Heisthelife (zoe), Hewastalking abou “ spiritua life,” not
“soul life” (psuche).

When man was creded in the beginning in Genesis 2:7 he was given “soul life” (“nephesh”
inthe Hebrew--“psuche” inthe Greek). Mankind continued to live by his* soul life” dl theway from
Adam until Jesus.

Two wordsare used to identify the aeaion d manin bah the Hebrew andthe Greek. Inthe
Hebrew it tell s us man was creded “a living (chay) soul (nephesh).” In the Greek it says “a living
(zao) soul (psuche).” When Jesus died onthe CrossHe gave His“soul life,” (psuche) (John 1011,
1 Peter 3:18). When Jesus arose ayain from the dead, He became thefirstborn from the dead (Rom.
8:29,Rev. 1:5,18. Following Jesus' resurredion, those who keame “born again,” receve “zoe”
(which is the same “spiritual life” that Jesus had within Himself) (John 1010).

When apersonis born again they are nolonger in Adam, they are trandated into “ Christ.”
Romans 8:9 tells us, “y e are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so bethat the Spirit of God
dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, heisnone of his.” When a person
is barn again, they passfrom eterna deah in Adam unto eternal life in Christ Jesus. Jesus said in
John5:24,“Verily, verily, | say unto you, Hethat heareth my word, and believeth on him that
sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not comeinto condemnation; but ispassed from death
unto life (zoe).”

Soul life (psuche) isthelife of man in the flesh. Spiritual life (zoe) isthe very life of God
within us,

Those who orly study their English versions of the Bible will nat know this, for the two
words “psuche” and “zoe” are bath trandated “life” in the English. Isn’'t it sad that so many
Christians go through life here on eath na knowing (ginasko) the Truth? Oh, hov much better it
would beif everyone knew (ginosko) the Truth!

Even when Jesus cameto the Jewsto reved the Truth to them, they did na know (ginosko)
Him. In John 110,11it says, “Hewasin theworld, and the world was made by him, and the
world knew (ginosko) him not...He ameunto hisown, and hisown receved him not.” No ore
truly knew (ginasko) Jesuswhen He caneinto thisworld. Mary, Jesus' eathly mother knew Hewas
the Son d God. Joseph, Jesus’ eathly stepfather knew Hewasthe Son d God.But their livescould
nat be changed by the indwelli ng Spirit of Christ in them until they first becane born again.
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Beforeapersonisborn again, everyone’' sknowledge of Jesusisintellecual knowledgejust
like many Christians today. They knew what they were told abou Jesus, but their lives were not
changed by their knowing Him in the Spirit.

In 2 Corinthians 5:16, it says, “W herefore henceforth know (ginosko) we no man after
the flesh: yea, though we have known (ginosko) Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth
know we him no more.” At the time of the Apostle Paul there were many still li ving who krew
Jesus was the Son d God. Many had even seen Him after He aose again from the dead (1 Cor.
15.6). Yet, we aetold na to knav people dter the flesh, nd even Christ, but to know (ginasko)
them after the Spirit.

How dowe know a person after the Spirit? We receve our knowledge by a witnessof the
Holy Spirit within us. It is a “knowing,” that canna be explained in the natural. It is a positive
knowledge, given to us supernaturally by the Holy Spirit within us.

Jesus knew things “supernaturaly” by “a word of knowledge, a word of wisdom, and
discerning of spirits’ (1 Cor. 127-11). Thisknowledge comesfrom God asthe Holy Spirit givesit,
not as man desiresto haveit.

Many times, Jesus knew what others were thinking, withou them saying anything. At times
Jesus' disciples had thoughts that Jesus knew what they were thinking withou them telli ng Him.
This shoud be happening in the lives of all Christians. Christians snoudd know the Truth to the
extent that whatsoever things happened in the life of Jesus shoud be happening in ou lives also.



God's Love & Man's Love

There are cetain things abou God that Satan does nat have. In 1John 48 it says, “God is
love (aggpe).” Thetype of “agape” that God hes, He gives to those who are born again. Romans
5:5 says, “...thelove (agape) of God is shed abroad in our heartsby the Holy Ghost which is
given unto us.” Anyonewhois not born again dces not have God' s (agape) love.

Peoplewhoarenat born again do kave (phil eo) love. Phil eo (love) isthe highest form of love
a person hesin the natural. It is the type of love amother has for her children, awife has for her
husband, a a husband has for hiswife and chil dren.

Thereare anumber of other types of love mentioned inthe New Testament Greek. Be awvare,
for English Bibles do nd tell you which love it is gedking of, whether it be “agape, phileo,
philanthropia, anthropos, phlarguria, etc.” There ae many Greek words translated “love” in the
English versions of the Bible. If Christians do nd know which type of love it is ge&king of, they
could bein grea error in what they believe.

Satan does not have God s“agape,” neither does anyonewhoisnat born again. God sagape
(love) isuncondtional love. There ae no condtions attached to God s (agape) love. Human love
has condti ons attadhed to it. Human love dhanges as the andtions change.

Thereare cetainthingsabou God slovethat arethe oppasiteof man’slove. Let uslookfirst
at God slove. God slove dwaysprefersothersbefore Himself. Thisisclealy seeninwhat God dd
for man. When sin entered into the world, God sent His Sonto take the punishment for man’s sns
uponHimself, that man could be free That is the love of God. In John 314-17 it says, “And as
Moseslifted up the serpent in thewilderness even so must the Son of man belifted up:...That
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have dernal life....For God so loved the
world, that he gave hisonly begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish,
but have ererlasting life....For God sent not his Son into theworld to condemn theworld; but
that the world through him might be saved.” The cmplete Gospel of the love of Godistold in
these verses. Thisisthelove of God,whereby God so loved theworld that He sent Hisonly begotten
Son into the world to take avay the sin of the world and set mankind freeof all the works of the
Devil .

Every evil thing that came uponman in the garden of Eden waslaid uponJesus, and Hetook
the purishment for the sins of the whole world uponHimself. Colossans 2:14 says, “ Blotting out
the handwriting o ordinancesthat wasaganst us, which was contrary to us, and took it out
of theway, nailingittohiscross” In 2Corinthians 5:21it says, “ For hehath madehimtobesin
for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousnessof God in him.”

God loved man so much that Jesus gave His “life in the flesh” (psuche) for the lives of al
who will believe uponHim. Therefore, the Scripture says, “ For whosoever shall call upon the
name of theL ord shall besaved” (Rom. 10:13). Saved means* delivered and/or proteded.” God' s
love for man was 9 gred that He extended His love beyondthe Cross urto everyone and anyone
who will “call upon the name of the LORD!” Everything that Satan brought uponman in the
garden of Eden was taken and dacel uponJesus.

Satan hasnoauthority inthelives of thosewhowill believeuponthe LORD Jesus Christ and
recavethat whichisthersby inheritance “In Christ” weinherit al that belonged to Jesus when He
died onthe Crossof Cavary. When Jesus died for us, He stripped Satan of al His power and



authority over those who believe. Then He aose ayain from the dead to reign as “ Christ” here on
eath. All whoarein Christ are joint-heirs with Christ (Rom. 8:17).

Thisisjust one example of the love of God for thase who kelieve on Jesus Christ. God
awayslooksuponthe neals of others before Helooks uponHisown needs. That isthelove of God.
Man needed to be delivered and proteded from the works of the Devil . Because of the love of God,
God dd for man what man could na do for himself.

This same love shoud aso be seen in thase who are in Christ. Those who knaw (ginosko)
Christ shodd walk as He walked. They shoud show the same love for others as Christ showed for
them. In 1John 417it says, “...asheis, so ae wein thisworld.” Asthelove of Godwas e in
Christ Jesus, so shoud that love of God e seen in thase who are Christ’s. In 1 John 316t says,
“Hereby percavewetheloveof God, because helaid down hislifefor us: and weought tolay
down our livesfor the brethren.”

In contrast to this, as we look at the world and those who are still li ving by the tree of
knowledge of goodand evil, we seethat they always prefer themselves before others. The dtributes
of Satan show upinthose who do no walk in the love of God.

Even in the dhurches today, many prefer themselves before others. The rich get richer and
the poa get poaer. Many sit in the high places in the churches taking all they can get for
themselves, na considering the neads of others.

Thisis asign o the last days. The love of God hes waxed cold in the heats of many
Christians. Jesus sid in Matthew 24:11,12,“ many false prophets dhall rise, and shall deceve
many....And becuse iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.”

Whoisafase prophet? A false prophet isone who prophesiesthings andthey do nd come
to pass God rever lies, if Hesaid it, surely it will cometo pass In Numbers 23:19it says, “ God is
not aman, that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he should repent: hath hesaid, and
shall henot doit? or hath he spoken, and shall he not makeit goad?”

Menwhowalk after theflesh areliars, for they are still li ving by the knowledge of goodand
evil. Those who are walking after the Spirit li ve by the Word of God, led by the Holy Spirit. The
Holy Spirit is God, and God cannat lie.

Thelove of God rever remembers the sins of those who have repented and turned from the
works of darknessunto thelight. In 1John 15-7 it says, “ Thisthen isthe message which we have
heard of him, and dedare unto you, that God islight, and in himisnodarknessat all...If we
say that we havefellowship with him, and walk in darkness welie, and do not thetruth:...But
if wewalk in thelight, asheisin thelight, we havefell owship onewith another, and theblood
of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth usfrom all sin.”

Onceapersoniscleansed from sin, God daes not remember their sinsanymore. Thisisthe
love of God. The Word of God says in Hebrews 8:12, “...1 will be merciful to their
unrighteousness and their sinsand their iniquitieswill | remember no more.”

God canna lie. If He said it, surely He will doit. Those who walk after the flesh always
remember the sins of others, nomatter how long ago they had sinned. Satan, rever forgetsthe sins
of others. Thase who live by the knowledge of goodand evil, foll ow the leading of Satan. Godis
love (agape), whereas Satan has nolove (agape).

Why isit that so many Christiansdo nd show thelove (agape) of Godintheir lives? Simply,
because they have not renewed their minds uponthe Word of God. They have nat hid God sWord



intheir heats. They continue to live acording to the natural man, and do nd walk after the Spirit.

What many do nd understandisthat for them to walk after the Spirit they must continuein
the Word of God. Jesus said in John 831,32*...1f ye mntinue in my word, then are ye my
disciplesindedd;...And ye shall know (ginosko) thetruth, and thetruth shall makeyou free.”

Many Christiansrecavethe Word of God and beacome born again. But they do nd continue
inthe Word of God. Therefore, God canna “transform” their livesto become like Jesus. They do
not bea the image and likenessof Christ. They do nd truly know (ginosko) Jesus. All they dois
know abou Him. All they haveisintellecdual knowledge of Jesus.

Until we know (ginasko) Jesus, we will still belike theworld, knoving only goodand evil.
Theworld knowvs goodand evil . The knowledge of goodand evil came uponman in the garden of
Eden. Those who are not born again are still li ving by the knowledge of goodand evil. Thisisthe
oppasite of God. God daes nat live by the knowledge of goodand evil .

God lives by His Word. God and His Word are one, they canna be separated. When
Christians walk by sight, they are walking by the knowledge of goodand evil. To walk with God,
we must walk by faith and nd by sight (2 Cor. 5:7). Those who do nowalk by faith canna please
God.In Hebrews 10:38 it says, “ Now thejust shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my
soul shall have no pleasure in him.” Thisfaith is not in man and what man can do.lt isfaithin
God and what God said He would do.

Godwantsto bethe sourceof al our neals. When men use other meansto supgy their needs
they arein fad turning away from Godto theworld astheir sourceof all that they need. Many have
goneto the ways of thisworld, saying it is God.

Many have used the Bible decatfull y to oltain the desires of the flesh. In dang so, they are
eding of thetreeof knowledge of goodand evil, thinking they are doing what God said for them to
do.They havebeen decaved, just asEvewasdecaved inthegarden of Eden. Anytime men pu their
trust in the world o the worlds s/stem, they are eding of the treeof knowledge of goodand evil.
Thiswill only producedeah. Thereisnoeternal lifein thetreeof knowledge of goodandevil . There
isonly deah in the treeof knowledge of goodand evil (Gen. 217).

Thelifeof Godisinthe Treeof Life. We must ea of the Treeof Lifeif wewant to maintain
thelifeof Godin us. For moreinformation onthis, get thebooks* Two Trees,” by Merle E. Koepke.
They will help to understand the truth concerning life here on eath, and everlasting lifein heaven.



Our Father’s Love

Jesussaidin Matthew 23:9,“ And call noman your father upon the earth: for oneisyour
Father, which isin heaven.” When we know God as our Father, we shoud also knowv Him by His
love. A father’s love for his children is the highest form of love anong humans. God's loveis a
much higher form of love. God loves His chil dren, more than any human father loves his chil dren.

Until we know God slovefor us, we will not trust God the way God desires for us to trust
Him. Whenwetrust God,webelievewhat He saysin HisWord. GodandHis“love” areone (1 John
4:8). GodandHis“Word" areone. (John 11) We caana have Godwithou having Hislove andHis
Word.

When Christiansdo nd know (ginasko) God as their Father, they trust in the world and the
things of the world more than they trust in God. Trusting in God comes by having fell owship with
God.Whenan eathly father hasfell owshipwith hischil drenthey trust their eathly father. Likewise,
when God's children have fell owship with their heavenly Father, they trust their heavenly Father.
Trusting someone wmes by knowing them to the degreethat you can trust them.

How many Christians have fellowship with God to the extent that they trust Him in
everything? If they do nd trust God in everything, who dothey trust?

For more information an this subjed watch for more mini-books on “Know the Truth.”
Also, get the book“God is My Father” by downloading it from our Web sites at:

www.handsforjesus.cc
www.handsforjesus.org



