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LOVE THE LORD
WITH THE HEART

InMark 1230, Jesus said, “ thou shalt lovetheL ord thy God with all thy heart, and with
all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: thisisthefirst commandment.”
Being thisis a ommandment of the LORD, we shoud understand what it means. There ae four
diff erent partsof our being that is mentioned here, the heat, the soul, the mind,andall our strength.
Ead one must be apart of our love for the LORD our God. If one part ismissng, or not doing what
it shoud do ou total obedienceto this commandment will be weskened. As ome say, “a chainis
only as drong as it's wedkest link.” The commitment to obey this commandment is only as
committed as the wegkest of these four things. We can lovethe LORD with al our heat, bu if our
soul, and mind do na® love Him our love for Him is very we&.

Y et the Scriptures teat usthat Godis Love. “ For God so loved theworld, that he gave
hisonly begoatten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have ererlasting
life” (John 316). Not only that, bu Romans 5:8 says, “ But God commendeth hislovetoward us,
in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”

What was our condtion kefore God sent His Son, and exhibited and extended His love
toward us? Ephesians 2:12tells us, “at that time ye were without Christ, being diensfrom the
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the avenants of promise, having no hope, and
without God in theworld.” When Godlooked at man, Romans 3:12 says, “ They are all gone out
of theway, they are together become unpr ofitable; thereisnonethat doeth goad, no, not one.”

Yet, God is LOVE. God is merciful, and nd willi ng that any shoud perish. Therefore,
already in Ezekiel 36:26,the LORD said, “ A new heart alsowill | giveyou, and a new spirit will
| put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and | will giveyou an
heart of flesh.”

God has dore this for thase who are born again of the Word and the Spirit. God gave us a
new heat andanew spirit. Y et, that does not elimi nate the commandment that Jesus said isthe First
Commandment (Mark 1230). Thiscommandment is dill effedivetoday for everyonewhoisborn
again o the Word and the Spirit. Therefore, we must understand what Jesus meant when He said,
“thou shalt lovethe Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy
mind, and with all thy strength...”

Now, we must not let the teadings of men tell uswhat this says. Jesus sid, “ It iswritten
in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God...” (John 645). God daes nat contradict
Himself, and daesnat change, neither does He change HisWord. Don't let men tell youthat man’s
heat and man's irit are the same thing. That is false teading, and nd true acording to the
Scriptures. We need to understand the diff erence between the heat and the Spirit of man, to
understand what it meansto “love the LORD thy God with all our heart.”
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Let us first start by understanding the heat of man. Using the Hebrew word for heat in
Ezekiel 36:26, (where both the words heat and spirit are in the same verse), the heat means, “the
will and even the intell ed; the center of anything.” By this we can seethat to love the LORD our
Godwith al our heat invalves“our will andintelled.” It isnat something God daesin usor for us
withou our having anything to dowith it. We must purpose within ourselves that we will | ove the
LORD ou God.Godisnat going to doit for us. Our will andintelled areinvaved. We can chocse
“nat to” love the LORD our God and we will nat love the LORD our God. Or we can chocse “to
love” the LORD our God and we will love God. Y et, this choiceinvaves our intelled, our mind,
our willi ngnessto dosomething abou loving God.

It seems the Holy Spirit had Mark placethings in order of importancein verse 30, for He
placal the heat before our mind, soul, and strength. The heat is the most important of al four of
these when it comesto loving the LORD our God.

Godis LOVE. Lookwhat God has dore for usin the new birth. Ezekiel says, “He gave us
anew heat, aheat of flesh.” Many will split hairs abou what God means by a heat of flesh, bu
the important thing isthat God dd give us anew heat, the center of our being, of our will and ou
intelled. The psalmist cried out in Psalm 51:10“ Createin mea clean heart, O God; and renew
aright spirit within me.” Mankind reeded anew heat, na astony heat.

A stony heat isonethe seeksit’ sown, and deesnot concernitself about the needs of others.
Those with astony heat will help athers aslong asthey get what they want. A personwith a stony
heat can never beaome united with athers as one. The LORD said through Adam in Genesis 2:24,
“a man leave hisfather and his mother, and shall cleave unto hiswife: and they shall be one
flesh.” This canna happen where there is astony heat. Two people can live together, bu if either
one has astony heat the other one will have to submit to their desires. It'sa cae of onerulesand
the other submits. That is not “two shall be ore.”

Christians must have anew heat of flesh, a heat that God can work with to change the
personto beacomelike Jesus; to bare the image of the only begotten Son o God (1 Cor. 1549). God
must change the heat of a Christian, aherwise they will still be like natural men, where there is
envy, strife, and dvisions (1 Cor. 3:3). It wasnecessary that Godwould give usanew heat, aheat
that He could work with, aheat that He would tead. Asthe Scriptures had said, “ they shall all be
taught of God.”

How can Godteadt us? Heteades us by HisWord and His Spirit. The Spirit bares witness
with the Word of Godwithin us. Godwill help thase who seek Him for help. But thosewho do nd
seek Him may never know the love of God for them. Thase who do no seek God will go through
life and de, never knowing the Love of God for them. God is not far from anyone. He is
omnipresent, (everywhere, all thetime). Therefore, Heisnaot far from anyone & anytime. If they will
seek Him they will find Him.

Once apersonreceves Jesus Christ as LORD and Savior, God dwvell sin them, working in



them towill andto do d Hisgood geasure (Phil. 213). Yet, man still hasafreewill andintelled.
The condtions of aman’s heat (including Spirit-fill ed Christians), is gill determined by their will
andintelled. Therefore, Jesus did alot of teating abou man’s heat.

Thefirst and most important teading of Jesus concerning man’s heat is their love for the
LORD ou Godin Hisfirst commandment (Mark 1230). Two ather areas of Jesus' teatingsonthe
heat of men include, theisaues of life and believing. Jesus taught that “out of the heat flows the
iswes of life.” Proverbs 4:23 tells us, “Kee thy heart with all diligence for out of it are the
issuesof life.” Jesusalso taught, believingwith theheat “and shall not doubt in hisheart” (Mark
11:23).

When Christians understand that the heat and the spirit of man are not the same, then they
can pray for thehelp of Godasthe Psalmist prayed, saying, “ Createin meaclean heart, O God...”
(Psa.51:10). For, Jesus sid, “for without meye an do nothing” (John 155). We must kegp ou
heat with al dili gence, bu we caana doit of ourselves, we need the help of God. We must guard
our heat from al evil, yet we caana doit withou the help of God and His Word.

Thaose who do na let the Spirit of God tead them from the Word of God, will go through
life, wavering, to and fro. James sid,

let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth islike a wave of the sea

driven with thewind and tossed.

For let not that man think that he shall recave any thing of the Lord.

A double minded man isunstablein all hisways. (James 1:6-8).

We either “Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own
understanding” (Prov. 35), or wetrust in our own ability by our will andintelled. Our heat must
beinvalved, andcontrolled by our will andintelled. By our will andintelled, wetrust inthe LORD
our God and lean nd unto ou own uncerstanding.

When we lean urto ou own undcerstanding, we open the doar for the spirits of thisworld to
comein andlea usin aher diredions. The Holy Spirit has no control where we do nd give Him
control. Wemust, of our own freewill, give the Holy Spirit control in ou lives. He operates by the
Word o God, acording to al that iswritten. The Spirit and the Word agree(1 John 57).

Praise God! For thasewhoareborn again, for they have anew spirit (Ezek. 36.26). God has
given us a new spirit, whereby God dvellsin us. With God dwelling in us, we have constant help
in time of neal. He is aways there, always ready to help usin time of need.

Y et, Christians need to understandthat just being born againisnot sufficient initself for life
here on eath. Here on eath we need the working of the Holy Spirit within us. We neal constant
communicaionwith God from within ou spirit. Therefore, besides God giving us anew spirit He
also desiresto pu HisHoly Spirit within us. Ezekiel 36:27 says, “And | will put my spirit within
you, and causeyou towalk in my statutes, and ye shall kegp my judgments, and do them.” For



al those who truly love the LORD our God, they need the baptism in the Holy Spirit, with the
evidenceof spe&ing intongues. With this gpe&ing intongues, the Holy Spirit within uscan reved
the seaet mysteries of God to us. In 1 Corinthians 14:2 it says, “For he that speaketh in an
unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no man understandeth him;
howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries.”

Withou God, withou anew heat and anew spirit, and the Holy Spirit dwelli ng within us,
we are nomatch for the spirits of thisworld. Unless from our heat we lovethe LORD our God,we
are no dfferent than those who do no know God.

Therefore, Jesus said, in the first commandment, that the most important one of the four is
that we “lovethe LORD our God with all our heart...” But, that isnot enough, just to love Him
with ou heat. We must also love Him “with al our soul.”

Thesoul of maniswhowe aeinthisworld. We ae aliving soul, we have abody andaspirit
given to us by God. But we ae aliving soul (Gen. 27, 1Cor. 1544,45. We cane into thisworld
asalivingsou, inabody of flesh. Therefore, when the LORD tellsusto “lovethe LORD our God
with all our soul,” Heistelling usto love Him with everything that belongsto us. Yet, our soul is
where our intelled, our reasoning, our understanding of things exists. The soul of man is cdled
“psuche” inthe Greek, or psychicin English. It hasthe ability to perceve, and undrstandthingsin
the natural and in the spiritual. It is subjed to bah the natural redm and the spiritua redm. It
contads and daws information from both the natural redm and the spiritua redm.

In the natural redm we learn netural things, such as reading, writing, communicaions with
others. We lean things abou this world and the ways of the world.

Inthe spiritual redm, our minds are @nstantly recaving informationfrom the spiritsof this
world. They had control of our mindsfrom our birth on(Eph. 22). They want to continue to control
everything we do and everything we beli eve. They forcethemselves upon s by constantly putting
thoughtsinto ou minds. They use dl kinds of waysto convinceusto dotheir will . Their intention
isto keg usfrom any type of relationship o fell owship with God.

The spirits of thisworld are under the control of Satan. He usesthem to deceve and destroy
anyone and everyone he can. His purposeis rebelli on against God, and to cause Christians to turn
away from God.He uses all sortsof courterfeit operations, knowing that man’s ul ishis primary
source of operation. By corrupting the souls of people, Satan has an advantage over those who do
not submit to the LORD.

If we love the LORD our Godwith all our soul, Satan will not have ay placein ou lives.
If weturn to loving the world and the things of thisworld, the love of God will not bein us(1 John
2:15,16. Therefore, it isimportant that we love the LORD our God with all our soul.

The mind d man isthe deasionmaking part of man’s oul. With our mind we dedde right



from wrong, goodfrom bad, righteousnessor sin. The dedsions of our minds lea to the forming
of the ways of our heat.

Our minds change @nstantly. We must do something with ead thought that comes to our
minds (2 Cor. 10.5). Our mindsare subed to the thoughts andintents of our heat, our will, and ou
soul. Our mind controls our emotions, fedings, senses and al our natura functions. The mindis
dependant uponthe soul and the heat. But, our mind, in conjunction with ou will can change our
heat, and cause our soul to become logt, that is, ouside of the will of God.

Because of the operations of the devil in our minds, we must renew our minds onthe Word
of God (Rom. 122). TheWord of Godandthe world system do nd operate the same way. God hes
His g/stem, which operates by faith in God. God shoud be the source of al that we have neal df.
Being God, and the aedor of al things, Heis ableto doexcealingly abowve dl that we may ask or
think. Satanisonly a aeaed being. Although he has powersbeyondthat of man, hispower islimited
by God. As Children of God, we have dl the power of God avail able to s, if we neal it. We have
a covenant with God, seded by the blood d Jesus Christ, to asaure us that God is for us and nd
against us.

Satan uses force, decet, manipulation, counterfeit operations, etc. to cause usto serve him
and nat serve God. Satan hasnolove, athouwgh hetriesto present himself as such. Hisendresult is
destruction, and eternal separation from God. Hell is the end for Satan and all who serve him.
Heaven isthe endfor God and all that serve Him.

With our mindwe dhoase whowe will serve, God a Satan? Our mind has many functions.
It draws information from many sources, and determines which sourceit will foll ow.

Therefore, if we love the LORD our God will al our mind, we will rgjed any and al of
Satan’s operations. We will | earn to trust in the LORD in everything and lean nd unto ou own
understanding.

Whenever Satan isinjeding thoughtsin ou minds we do nd have total peace Sometimes
there seemsto be peacein ou mind, bu along with the thoughts will come questions and times of
dispar. Thereisonly oneway to havetota peaceandthat isto kegp ou mindsonthe LORD. Isaiah
26:3 says, “Thou wilt keep him in perfed peace whose mind is dayed on thee becuse he
trusteth in thee”

The Gospel of Mark included loving the LORD our God with all our strength. Matthews
recording of what Jesus said dd na include our strength. Y et, if you undrstandthe forcethat Satan
uses against mankindto get them to serve him, we can understand that everything we have must be
fully and completely surrendered to God. We must withstand the enemy with all that we have.
Ephesians 6 tellsus to pu onthe whade amor of God. In 1 Timothy 6:12, it tellsusto “ Fight the
godd fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life...”



Thereisawaysabattle going onin ou mindand soul. We must fight the devil with all that
we have, andlay hald urto the eernal lifewe haverecaved from God.If wegive placefor the devil
he will control what we do.

Keging the ommandmentsof theLORD arevery important to maintaining our relationship
andfell owship with God. We must “ seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on
the right hand of God” (Coal. 3:1). Yet, if wedon't seek them with al our heat, mind, soul, and
strength our seeking will be without hope. To see&k them with hope, we must, “ Set your (our)
affedion on things above, not on things on the earth” (Col. 3:2).

Thislife here on eath is only for a short time (James 4:14). During our time on eath, we
must be willi ng to deny ourselves and follow Jesus (Mark 8:34). He isthe Way, the Truth, and the
Life (John 146). Withou Him we car do nahing (John 155).

The devil never stops trying to deceve us and lead us away from the LOVE of God.
Therefore, when Jesus gave us our first commandment, it was for our goodthat we do all we can,
with our heat, mind, soul, and strength to obey this commandment. The first commandment of the
New Covenant isfor our good.It isnaot to makethingsdifficult, or to bring hardship uponthosewho
love God.

Where our heat is, thereis where our affedions will be. We serve who we love the most.



GUARD YOUR HEART

Our heat is dill themost important of al four things mentioned in Mark 12:30.In Proverbs
3:1it says, “ My son, forget not my law; but let thineheart kegp my commandments.” When ou
heat kegsthe LORD’ S commandments, then we have peacewith God. But when we do nd guard
our heat, Satan can enter in and kring us into destruction. Remember Judas Iscariot, the devil
entered into his heat and caused him to betray Jesus.

Judas Iscaiot wasnat amurderer, or a Satan worshipper. Judas walked with Jesusthree and
one-half yeas. Judas was with Jesus wherever He went from His baptism until Histaken to betried
and crucified. Judas had the same oppatunity to foll ow Jesus as the other eleven disciples. He was
among thase whowent into the aties, preading the gospel of the kingdom, heding thesick, casting
out devil s, etc. Judas Iscariot had every oppatunity to follow Jesus as did Johnand Peter.

Judas Iscariot did na guard hisheat. Judas Iscariot was athief. He stole from the off erings
givento the LORD. He head the teadings of Jesus. He knew what to doand what nat to do.But,
he did na guard his heat, that Satan could na come in. Judas left the doar open for the spirits of
the devil to entice and tempt him for three aad ore-haf yeas. At any time, Judas could have
repented and walked with Jesus, but he did na guard his heat. In John 132 it says, “the devil
having now put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's n, to betray him.” The devil put it
in Judas' heat to betray the LORD. Luke wrote, “ Then entered Satan into Judas surnamed
Iscariot...” (Luke 22:3). John 1327 says, “ And after the sop Satan entered into him...”

I’ sorething to betempted by the devil; that everyone experiences. We experiencethoughts
constantly from the satanic redm. But, if we do nd guard ou heat, and we permit these thoughts
to linger, the end result could be where Satan hmself will enter into ou lives. Satan could have
complete control if we let him enter our heat. When Satan enters a person’s heat they become
totally subjed to the devil.

InProverbs4:4 it says, “ L et thineheart retain my wor ds: kegp my commandments, and
live.” Our eternal lifeis grealy dependant uponwhat we do abou the thoughts and intents of our
heat. In Proverbs 12:20it tells us, “ Decet isin the heart of them that imagine evil: but to the
counsdllorsof peaceisjoy.” Proverbs 14:33says, “W isdom resteth in theheart of him that hath
understanding...” Proverbs 15:14 says, “ The heart of him that hath understanding seeketh
knowledge: but the mouth of fods feadeth on fodlishness”

InProverbs 19:21it tellsus, “ There are many devicesin aman'sheart; neverthelessthe
counsdl of the LORD, that shall stand.” Proverbs 20:5 tellsus, “ Counsel in the heart of man
islike dee water; but a man of understanding will draw it out.” Proverbs 23:12 says, “ Apply
thineheart untoinstruction, and thine earstothewor dsof knowledge.” Thenin Proverbs 237
it reminds us, “For as hethinketh in hisheart, soishe...”



Throughou the Bible, the heat is mentioned as one of the most important parts of man. It
isthe center of our being, the center of al that we have. The LORD hasgiven usinstructionsin His
Word, guard ou heart, for out of it flows the isaues of life. If we don't guard ou heat, Satan can
enter in and cause destruction and every evil i ntent.



Why Same Christians Die.

Aswestudy theWord of Godwe can plainly seewhy Christiansdie. Deahisknownto come
by some part of the human bady not functioning properly. Yet, the reason it does not function
properly isreveded in the Scriptures.

InRomans5:12it tell sus, “asby oneman sin entered intotheworld, and death by sin...”
Sinisthe caise of deah. Sin entered the human raceinthe garden of Eden. From Adam onmankind
has gn and deah reigning in their physicd bodes.

In Ezekiel we ae given the Word of God onsin. Ezekiel 18:4 says, “ Behold, all soulsare
mine; asthe soul of thefather, so aso the soul of the son ismine: the soul that sinneth, it shall
die.” TheninEzekiel 18:20it says, “ Thesoul that sinneth, it shall die. Theson shall not bear the
iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear theiniquity of the son: the righteousness
of the righteous dall be upon him, and the wickednessof the wicked shall be upon him.”

Thereisonly one answer to the problem of deah, andthat answer isthe Word of God. Jesus
istheWord of God,Heisthe Way, the Truth, andthe Life (John 146). Through Jesus deah onthe
Cross He overcame deah for everyone who will believe the Word of God. Through deah, Jesus
defeded deah when He rose again threedays later. He showed Himself ali ve to many, more than
five hunded at onetime (1 Cor. 156).

Jesus is the Word of God, and He is the Son d God. He is aso the Creaor and the
Redeamer. Those who do nd know Him asthe Word of God, the Son d God, the Creaor, andthe
Redeamer will find themselves fadng deah with no hog. We must know Jesus as the Way, the
Truth, andthe Life if wewant to live and nd die.

When sinentered intotheworldit brought alongwithit sicknessand dsease, murder, killi ng,
anddestruction. Themaster behindall sicknessand d sease, murder, killi ng, and destructionis Satan,
the god d thisworld (2 Cor. 4:4).

We have a toice, if wefoll ow theways of thisworld, wewill experiencesickness disease,
murder, killi ng, and destruction. Galatians 6:7,8 are written to Christians. It says,

Be not deceved; God isnot mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also

reap.

For hethat soweth to hisflesh shall of the flesh reap corr uption; but hethat soweth to

the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.

If wefollow theWord of Godwe can overcometheworld andinherit eternal lifein heaven.

Therearemany Christianswhowill disagreewith the dbove statements, simply becaisethey
dona know the Truth asit isreveded intheWord of God. Y e, if they will set their heatsto follow
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Jesus, and live acording to the Word of God they can overcome.

Behindevery symptom of sicknessor diseaseistheworking of demonicforces. That doesn’t
mean, every time you sneeze you have to cast out a demon. Demons are not always dedt with by
casting them out. Youmust get rid of the problem that all owed them to come in before you can get
rid of them. The problem that all owed them to comeinis sn.

Sinisof two types. There ae sins committed by going against the Word of God, and there
are sins committed by not doing what the Word of Godtellsusto do.In ather words, there aesins
of commisson and sins of omisson.

The Bible teades that we must be doers of the Word and nd just heaers only. When
Christians do nd want to pu away sin in their lives they have amgor problem. That is, they will
experience sickness disease, and destruction in some form or other.

But Godismerciful, andlongsuffering, na willi ng that any shoud perish. In Ezekiel 18:30-
32,the LORD tellsus,

Therefore | will judgeyou, O houseof Israel, every oneaccording to hisways, saith the

Lord GOD. Repent, and turn your selvesfrom all your transgressons; soiniquity shall

not be your ruin.

Cast away from you all your transgressons, whereby yehavetransgressd; and make

you a new heart and a new spirit: for why will yedie, O house of Israel?

For | have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, saith the Lord GOD: wherefore

turn yourselves, and liveye.

TheLORD isnat for sickness disease, destruction a deah. The LORD ismerciful, andHe
isthe Redeamer. Yet, He will not pervert judgment. Job 3411,12says,

For thework of aman shall he render unto him, and cause every man tofind according

to hisways.

Yea, surely God will not do wickedly, neither will the Almighty pervert judgment.

If we do nd repent and turn badk to Him, deah will bethe endresult. The LORD isnot for
deah, Heisfor life.

Inlsaiah 4325the LORD said, “|, even |, am hethat blotteth out thy transgressonsfor
mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins.” Inlsaiah 4422the LORD said,“| haveblotted
out, asathick cloud, thy transgressons, and, asa cloud, thy sins. return unto me; for | have
redeemed thee” The LORD isthe Redeaner. He has dore His part to redean us and set us free
But there is sosmething we must do also.

Just before the LORD was taken upinto heaven after His deah and resurredion He said to

Hisdisciplesin Luke 24:47, “that repentanceand remisson of sins should be preached in his
name among dal nations.” Remisson d sins comes after repentance Only through remisson d
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sins can we be freeof sin and ceah.

All sickness disease, killi ng, and destructionareworks of the devil. Theonly way to befree
of these is to repent and dowhat the Word of God tells usto do.Those who are nat “doers of the
Word” will not experience deliverance from the works of the devil.

Yes, the Bible says, “where sin abounded, grace did much more abound.” Graceis a
provision by which we can return to God and receve deliverance and protedion. Repentanceis
“changing our ways, bad to God.” If wedo nd changebadk to God, Gracewill not benefit us. Grace
ishere, bu nat that we can continueto livein sin.

There are many who will pull Scripture verses from one placeor ancther to prove their
doctrinethat the dove statements abou grace ae nat true. They will find Scripture versesthat they
clam prove that sin is not the caise of sickness and dsease. This comes from their ladk of
knowledge of the Word of God.

It isnot always the sinsaperson commits against the LORD that are openings for theforces
of Satan to enter. Thegreaest sin of all is“not believing on the name of the LORD Jesus Christ”
(John3:18). Many do nd beli eve onthe name of the LORD Jesus Christ becausethey havenot head
the truth concerning our LORD. Romans 10:13-17 says,

For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.

How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they

believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a

preacher?

And how shall they preach, except they be sent? asit iswritten, How beautiful are the

fed of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring gad tidings of goad things!

But they havenot all obeyed thegospel. For Esaias sith, Lord, who hath believed our

report?

So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

How can they cdl uponthe name of the LORD if they have not head that Jesus Christ isthe
LORD and ou Savior?

Before Jesus came preading the gospel of the Kingdom of God, no o was teading the
people to cdl upaon the name of the LORD. They were teading the law, which could nd justify
anyone (Acts 13:39). Jesus said, “All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers’ (John
10:8).

When people ae not being taught the truth Satan has an advantage over them. Jesusdid na
come to destroy men’slives, bu to save them. He caneto destroy the works of the devil, and set
people free(John 836).

The name “Jesus,” is a caryover from the Hebrew name “Joshua,” meaning “Jehovah is
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salvation.” The Bible teates that thereis no aher name under heaven by which we can be saved
(Acts 4:12). Therefore, we have such incidents as the man ban bind, recorded in John 91-38.
Jesus' disciples asked Him, “Master, who did sin, thisman, or his parents, that he was born
blind?”(John9:3). Jesus’ answer was, “ Neither hath thisman sinned, nor hisparents: but that
theworks of God should be made manifest in him” (John 93). Does that mean sin was not the
cause of thisman being born blind? No, the sin that caused this man to be born blind came in the
garden o Eden. Blindnesscame a aresult of sin and deah that entered mankind.

Wastheresininthisman'slife? Yes, the sin was that “he did na know the LORD, that he
could believeuponHim,” according to John 317,18.I1n John 935it tell sus, “J esusheard that they
had cast him out; and when hehad found him, he said unto him, Dost thou believe on the Son
of God?” Deliverancefrom sin and the works of the devil can orly come by believing onthe Son
of God. Theman said, “W hoishe, Lord, that | might believe on him?” (John 936). Jesus sid
unto him, “Thou hast both seen him, and it ishethat talketh with the€ (John 937).In verse 38
it tellsus, “And hesaid, Lord, | believe. And he wor shipped him.”

Sinisintheworld, andthe gredest sinis* not believing on the name of Jesus.” That blind
man did na beli eve onthe name of Jesus. When Jesus and His disciples met him, hewasblind, na
knowing that Jesus came into this world to destroy the works of the devil .

Not everyoneisborn bind, bu multit udesof people aebornwith deformitiesintheir bodes.
Thisisawork of the devil even from their mother’ s womb.

InJesus answer to Hisdisciplesquestion,Hesaid, “ Neither hath thisman sinned, nor his
parents: but that theworks of God should be made manifest in him” (John 93). The works of
Godthat shoud be manifest in hm, andin everyone divetoday, isthat they know the Son d God,
whothe Father sent into theworld to destroy the works of the devil (1 John 38). What did Jesusdo
by heding the blind man? He showed forth the works of Godin thisman’'slife. Godisnat for deah,
Godisfor lifel

Wherever thereisany sicknessor disease, killi ng, or destruction, thereisawork of thedevil .
Jesus cameto save lives, na to destroy (Luke 9:56).

There aesinsof commissonandsinsof omisson.Many Spirit-fill ed Christiansbeli evethey
have kept al the laws, therefore there is no reason they shoud have sicknessor disease in their
bodes. They forget abou the sins of omissonthat are just as much sin asthe others. They are like
the man who came to Jesusin Matthew 19:16-20.He said, “ All thesethingshave | kept from my
youth up: what lack | yet?” (Matt. 19:20). But, Jesus answer was, “|f thou wilt be perfed, go
and sdll that thou hast, and givetothepoor, and thou shalt havetreasure in heaven: and come
and follow me” (Matt. 1921).

Many Christianslove the world and the things of thisworld more than they love the LORD.
They want to hold onto the things of this world rather than foll ow Jesus. That is aso, sin, sins of
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omisson; doing their own will rather than the will of God.

Many Christianslive arighteouslife concerning what not to do,but they omit the thingsthey
shoud do.They aregood reaersof theWord, bu nat doersof theWord. Therefore, thereis dill sin
intheir lives. James 4:17 says, “ Therefore to him that knoweth to do goa, and doeth it not, to
himitis sn.”

Sin, no matter what kind d sin, opens the doa for Satan to attadk with sickness disease,
killi ng, and destruction. To receve deli verancethey must closethedoar to sin, andthey will receve
deliverancein the name of Jesus Christ, ou Savior. Oncethey close the doa to sin, they areina
paositionto recave deliverance The devil has no paver over those who are doers of the Word and
not just heaers only.
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RighteousnessConscience

Onceaperson kecomes born again into the family of God, Satan uses all kinds of meansto
cause aChristian to become “sin conscience” The Law of Moses is one of the tod's he uses.

The Law is not bad, it is good. For it reveds the works of the devil, and helps us to know
what isof Godandwhat isof thedevil. It iscdl ed“a schod master,” or ateader, that we may know
those things that are of the devil, or of God.

Y et, the Law has ancther purpose, to reved to us that by the works of the Law no ore can
bejustified. That every personwill cometo the knowledgethat withou Godwe aelost andwithout
hopeinthisworld. Romans 3:19says, “ that every mouth may be stopped, and all thewor|ld may
beame guilty before God.” We ae dl guilty, and there is nore that can beest. “For all have
sinned, and come short of theglory of God” (Rom. 3:23). Who are we to condemn ancther, we
arejust as gquilty asthey.

OnceChristians lean to trust in the LORD with all their heat and lean nd unto their own
understanding, they will bein apositionto be set freeof all the works of the devil .

Christianstoday, are not willi ng to lay down their livesandtrust in the LORD andthe Word
of God. Christians today, continue to commit fornication with the world. They trust in the world
system rather than in the LORD.

Many are sickly, and many have died becaise they trusted in the worlds medicd system, the
doctors, hospitas, and medicationrather then trusting in the power of the Word o Godto set them
freeof sicknessand dsease. Most of the Christiansin the United States have medicd insurance, and
haspital insuranceto be used whenever they are atadked by the spirits of this world with physicd
ailments. The first thing they turn to is the medicd system, rather than to the LORD. They cdl the
doctor, rather than cdl uponthe name of the LORD.

The LORD looks at the heat of Christians, and sees that they trust in the medicd system
(which isnot acording to His Word). Thereis no dacein the Scriptures where it tells Christians
to go to dactorsand haspitals when they need heding for their bodes. Y et, nealy al of thasein the
ministry in the United States have medicd insurance, and trust in the doctors and hcspitals.

Some of these get heded by the power of God, for the Spirit of God seaches the heats of
men and knavs the will of God for them. We @uld say, for some of them, what they do, they doit
by ignorance. Someonetold them thereisnothing wrong with going to the doctors or haspitalswhen
they aresick. King Asadid that aso, when he had adiseasein hisfed. Hedied andthey buried him
(2 Chron. 1612-14).

By the grace ad mercy of God, some Christians are heded whil e under the cae of adoctor,
or in a hospital. God is love and nd willi ng that any shoud perish. But, God hes a good and
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acceptable and perfea will , and that is that we be not conformed to thisworld, bu be transformed
by the renewing of our mind (Rom. 122).

Sinisin the world. It came uponmankind in the garden of Eden. Romans 5:12 tell s us,
“W herefore, asby oneman sin entered into theworld, and death by sin; and so death passed
upon all men, for that all have sinned.” But, Romans 5:17 also tells us, “For if by one man's
offencedeath reigned by one; much more they which recave abundanceof graceand of the
gift of righteousness $all reign in life by one, JesusChrist.” Even though sin deesdwell in ou
flesh, we do nd have to walk after the flesh. We have a tioiceto walk after the flesh o the Spirit.

The Apostle Paul said in Romans 7:20-23,

Now if | do that | would not, it isno more | that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.

| find then alaw, that, when | would do godl, evil is present with me.

For | delight in thelaw of God after the inward man:

But | seeanother law in my members, warring aganst the law of my mind, and
bringing meinto captivity to the law of sin which isin my members.

But Paul did na stopin Chapter 7, he continued with the answer to sinin Chapter 8, saying,
Thereistherefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

For thelaw of the Spirit of lifein Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin
and death.

For what thelaw could not do, in that it wasweak through theflesh, God sending his
own Son in thelikenessof sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:

That the righteousnessof thelaw might befulfill ed in us, who walk not after theflesh,
but after the Spirit (Rom. 8:1-4).

Christianshave a ©ioice They canwalk after thefleshandrego corruption,sickness disease,
etc. or they can walk after the Spirit and reg everlasting life. Christians can choose who they will
serve, God a the world. Romans 6:16 says, “Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves
servants to dbey, his frvants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of
obedienceunto righteousness?”

Godisnat willi ng that any shoud perish. Sinisintheworld, it isevenin ou flesh. But we
do nat have to yield to the temptations of the spirits of thisworld. We can walk after the Spirit of
God and nd the spirits of thisworld.

Christians shoud beame “righteousnessconscience” not “sin conscience” We doremain
“conscienceof sin,” that wedo nd yield to it’ stemptations. But we walk in the newnessof life, and
live by theWord of God, nd thewords of men. Wemust lovethe LORD our Godwith al our heat,
soul, mind,and strength, andlean na unto ou own understanding. When Satan tempts uswith sin,
weshoud “call uponthe name of the LORD and e saved,” which means* delivered and pgroteded”
from the works of the devil.
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GOD’'SPROMISES

In 2 Peter 1:2-4, the goostle Peter wrote,

Graceand peacebe multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus
our Lord,

Acoording as hisdivine power hath given unto usall thingsthat pertain unto lifeand
gadliness through the knowledge of him that hath called usto gory and virtue:
Whereby are given unto us excealing great and precious promises. that by these ye
might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the crr uption that isin the
world through lust.

God is Love. Therefore, He loves us and cdesires that we dso love Him. The first
commandment that Jesus gave usisthat we“ L ovethe LORD our God...” Why? Because Hefirst
loved us (1 John 419).

Our love for God and keeping His commandments brings exceealingly grea and predous
promisesto us. Godisfor us, na against us(Rom. 8:31). Oneof God sgred and redous promises
isfoundin Romans 8:28,whereit says, “ weknow that all thingswork together for goad to them
that love God, to them who are the @lled according to his purpose.”

If God canna work all thingstogether for our good,then Heisnat God. “ For with God all
things are possble’ (Matt. 1926). Y et, there ae many Christians today who do nad believe God
canwork al thingstogether for their good.So, they go abou trying to work out their own situations,
withou the help of God, thinking they are @le to make dl things work out for themselves.

When God makes a promise, He makes it acording to His ability, na acording to our
ability. The promise God made in Romans 8:28is based upongrace just like dl the other promises
in the New Testament. Grace na that we can continueto livein sin, bu that we can receve from
Godacamrdingto ou inheritancein Christ Jesus. If Christianswould understandwhat Godis sying
to them in Romans 8:28,their wholelifewould change andall thingswould work out for their good.

Noticein Romans 8:28, just asin Mark 1230, the promiseis based upon oulove for God.
It says in Romans 8:28, “all things work together for goad to them that love God...” A part of
the promiseisbased uport* them that love God.” If welove God,wewill kegp Hiscommandments.
If we kegy His commandments, He will work all things together for our good.It’sthat simple. It's
not complicated, “ for with God nothing isimpossble!”

Why isit that there ae so many Christians who are nat freg when Jesus said, “ If the Son
therefore shall makeyou free, ye shall befreeindeed” (John 836). Did Jesus %t usfree? If He
did, then why are we nat free?

Why are there so many Christians with sickness and dsease in their bodes, when the
Scriptures says, “Himself took our infirmities, and bare our sickneses” (Matt. 817). And, 1
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Peter 2:24t says, “W ho hisown self bare our sinsin hisown body on thetree, that we, being
dead to sins, should live unto righteousness by whose stripes ye were healed.”

If we study closely, Romans 8, we will find the anrswer to many questions Christians have
concerning God s promises and their lives. The promise God made in Romans 8:28 hesalot to do
with what He started to tell s us aready in Romans 8:1-4. It says,

Thereistherefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk

not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

For thelaw of the Spirit of lifein Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin

and death.

For what thelaw could not do, in that it was weak through theflesh, God sending his

own Son in thelikenessof sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:

That the righteousnessof thelaw might befulfill ed in us, who walk not after theflesh,

but after the Spirit.

This promise of Godisonly for thase whowalk after the Spirit and nd after the flesh. Y et,
very few Christiansunderstandwhat it meansto “walk after the Spirit.” Thereis 0 littl eteating
withinthebody of Christ onwhat it meansto walk after the Spirit, that multitudeslive out their lives
walking after the flesh. Multitudes of Christians, cdli ng themselves pastors, evangeli sts, teaters,
prophets, and even apostles are still walking after the flesh. They do nd know what it means to
“walk after the Spirit.”

Godiswell ableto make dl things work together for the good d thase who love God, and
keep Hiscommandments, if they will walk after the Spirit and nd after theflesh. God hesthe aility
to doall things, and ndahing isimpassble with God. Most Christians do nd understand thisto the
degreethat they are willi ng to trust in the LORD our Godwith al their heat andlean na unto their
own unckrstanding.

Most Christianshave adifficult timewith the secondcommandment that Jesusgavein Mark
12:31. The reason they have such a hard time with it is they haven't understood the first
commandment. They do nd understandthe aility of Godto work all thingstogether for their good.
Therefore, they have aproblem loving their neighba as themselves.

Many Christians have ahard time trusting their neighbar, and therefore their love for their
neighbar isladking. Thereasonthey don't trust their neighba isthat they don't trust that God will
work all things together for their good.By this, they usualy look ou for themselvesfirst, and give
to their neighbar only that which they can get adong withou. Their giving is limited to what they
have after they take out for themselves what they desire. This does nat agreewith the principles of
God. The Scripture says, “L et no man seek his own, but every man another's wealth” (1 Cor.
10:24). What thismeansisthat we shoud be sure our neighba’ s needs are taken care of before we
seek our own needs. Godwill supgy all our needsif wewill become asupgy for our neighbarswho
do nd know the ahility of Godto supfy their needs. Oncethey know the aility of God to supdy
their nedls, they will have no reed for you to supdy them. Godis well able to supgy their needs
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through you, if you will trust in the LORD with all your heat and lean nd unto your own
understanding.

Thisdoesnot mean Christians shoud be the sourceof supgy for those who are not walking
with God. This does not mean Christians shoud be the source of supgy for thase who are nat
children of God. Jesus sid, “1 am not sent but unto thelost she of the house of Israel” (Matt.
15:24). We can better understand why Jesus said thisto this Canaanite woman when we understand
that she was nat born an Isradite (she was nat the seed of Abraham by birth). Therefore, being not
an Isradite by birth, shewould na bein covenant with the LORD by birth. The only way she could
bemmein covenant with the LORD was“by faith,” believing onthe LORD Jesus Christ, asthe One
sent by the Father to save the lost. But, as we look at the next verse, it says, “ Then came she and
worshipped him, saying, Lord, help me’ (Matt. 1525). By this die becane & a proselyte (a
foreigner who accepted the Jewish religion, orewho believed in the LORD). She becane acceted
the way Rahab the harlot becane acceted (Joshua 2:). Rahab was also a Canaanite; because of her
faith she becane acceted asan Isradite, andin the end she becane the grea-grandmother of King
David.

Jesusthen tried thiswoman’ sfaith, andwhen He knew her faith wastrue, Hesaid to her, “ O
woman, great isthy faith: beit unto thee &en asthou wilt...” (Matt. 15.28). According to the
way Jesustried this Canaanitewoman’ sfaith we can seeg first apersonmust becomeborn againinto
thefamily of God beforewe aeto betheir sourceof suppy of their needs (except for thaseborninto
our househald).

Satan deceves Christians by using the concept that, if you are aChristian you must give to
everyone who asks. Jesus didn't tead that, He said, “ Give not that which isholy unto the dogs,
neither cast ye your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their fed, and turn
agan and rend you” (Matt. 7:6). If you are living hay before God, then that which you haveis
haly, “ Givenot that which isholy unto thedogs.” The dogs and swineinclude thase who are not
born again into the family of God.

Even Christianswhorefuseto walk with Godare diminated fromyou becomingtheir source
of supdy. Wedo nd disown them, or rgjed them asthough they werenaot aChristian, bu wedo nd
bemmeasourceof supdy of their needs. In 1Corinthians5:11 says, “ now | havewritten unto you
not to keg company, if any man that is called a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an
idolater, or arailer, or adrunkard, or an extortioner; with such an oneno not to eat.” Most
of the Christians coming to you, expeding you to be their source of supgy of their needs are “an
extortioner,” from such, do na give to them.

Extortionis like other sins. A person can be aliar; that is, one that does nat tell the truth,
whether it be agred lie or what some cdl, alittlelig; it’s gill alie. An extortioner isone that gets
money by any false means or impli ed authority which isnot acording to Scripture. An extortioner
can be someone who gets money by extradion d two high aprice or onewho wsestheworlds|egal
system to recave from ancther that which is not rightly theirs acording to the Scriptures. The
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Scripture teades that everyone shoud labor with their hands that they have to give to those who
havenat (Eph. 428). Thisdoesnat imply that all whoare cdl ed into the ministry by the LORD must
labor with their hands. Tithesareto be used to suppat those whothe LORD cdlsinto the ministry.
But the duse of the use of the tithe by thase in the ministry is aso extortion.

Scripture also teades that those who do no provide for themselves and those of their
household areworsethan aninfidel. In 2Thess 3:10it says, “ that if any would not work, neither
should he eat.” Thewords* if any” doesnot mean just men; it includesboth men andwomen, male
or female. In 1 Timothy 5:8 it clealy states, “ But if any provide not for hisown, and speaally
for those of hisown house, he hath denied thefaith, and isworsethan an infidel.” The words
“hisown” does not imply male. It has nothing to dowith sex. Thisword in the Greek is “idios,”
used many timesthroughou the Scriptures pertaining to anindividual, male or female. Galatians 6:5
says “ For every man shall bear hisown (idios) burden.”

Everyoneisresporsibleto Godto dotheir part in providing for themselves andthase of their
household. When ore person expeds osmeone dse to provide for them they have no faith in God
and Godisnaot pleased with their attitude. Everyone, male andfemale, areresporsiblefor their own
provisions and the providing for those of their househald. Anyone, male or female, who daes not
provide for themselves and those of their househdd are worse than an infidel; they are an
extortioner.

Thisincludesthase who say they have aright to recave from others because they arein the
ministry. If anyone is cdled into the ministry by the LORD Jesus Christ, He will supgy all their
neals, as well as the neeals of thase of their househald. His supply of their neals is not by
“extortion,” using false implicaions, and decetful tadics as the world uses.

There are many in the body of Christ who haveleft the faith, and gone to the worlds way of
raising money for themselves, implying it is of the LORD. If the LORD cals someone into the
ministry, Hewill supgy their neads by His power, na by the power of their mind, a by controlli ng
spirits. Through the prophet Zedhariah, the LORD spoke, saying, “Not by might, nor by power,
but by my spirit, saith theLORD of hosts’ (Zedh. 46). Wherethereis“noway,” the LORD will
make a way. Where there is “no hope” the LORD will supdy. What is imposgble with man is
possble with God..

The Scripture says, “the just shall live by faith”! Where thereisalad of faith, there ae

all kinds of spiritsworking, many of them implying, it isof God. These ae dl | ying spirits, working
courterfeit operations within those whoyield to their operations.
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GOD’'SPLAN WORKS

God has aplan for al within the body of Christ. His plan isthat we dl be led by the Holy
Spirit. WhentheHoly Spirit |eads smeone, He dwaysbareswitnesswith bahindviduals, “intheir
spirit” at the same time.

The Holy Spirit isGod! All things are possblewith God! The Holy Spirit indwell s every
born again Christian. From within their spirit, the Holy Spirit makes known the will of God. There
is no need for anyone to say to another Christian, “God told me to tell you......... " The Holy Spirit
is God, and iswell able to reved to everyone involved, whatsoever they need to know. In 1 John
2:27it tellsus, “the anointing which ye have receved of him abideth in you, and ye neal not
that any man teach you: but asthe sameanointing teacheth you of all things, and istruth, and
isnolie, and even asit hath taught you, ye shall abidein him.” Whenwe &idein the Holy Spirit
we do nd need anyoneto cometo usandsay, “ God told metotell you.....” Godisin us, and will
reved to us everything we need to know.

Satan uses a murterfeit operation from the minds of people (including the minds of
Christians), to control other people. God, working from within us, isthe big diff erencebetween the
Old Covenant (which had afault) and ou New Covenant (which has better promises) (Heb. 88-12).

Hebrews 8:10 says, “For thisisthe cmvenant that | will make with the house of Israel
after those days, saith the Lord; | will put my lawsinto their mind, and write them in their
hearts: and | will betothem a God, and they shall beto mea people.” Godwill put Hislawsin
our minds and write them in ou heats. Thisisavery important part of the New Covenant.

Whatever God daesinmanisdonefrom man’'s girit, na man’smind.Job 328 says, “there
isaspiritin man: and theinspiration of the Almighty giveth them understanding.” Godworks
from ouwr spirit, na our mind. From our spirit, God pusHislawsin ou minds. At the sametime He
is putting Hislawsin ou minds, He isalso writing them in ou heats. Jesustaught that “o ut of the
heart flowstheisauesof life.” Proverbs 4:23tellsus, “ Kee thy heart with all diligence for out
of it are theisauesof life.” The important isaues of our lives are written in ou heat. God writes
them in ou heat, that our lifeis changed to be like Jesus (1 Cor. 1549).

Therefore, the Scripture says, “they shall beall taught of God” (John 644). Isaiah 5413
says, “And all thy children shall betaught of the LORD; and great shall bethe peaceof thy
children.” Peacewill come to thase who love the LORD with all their heat, soul, mind, and
strength. Godwill causethem towalk in His satues. Ezekiel 36:27 says, “ And | will put my spirit
within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall kegp my judgments, and do
them.” TheHoly Spirit isknown throughou the Scripturesas* the Spirit of Peace” Oneof thefruit
of the Holy Spirit that He producesin ou heatsis peace(Gal. 5:22). Thereign of God “the Holy
Spirt in ou lives’ is“righteousness and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost” (Rom. 1417). He
always reignsin the lives of Christiansin “righteousness and peace, and joy.” The Holy Spirit
does not come to condemn Christians, bu to set them free..
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The plan of Godisaways, “not by our power, not by our might, but by His Spirit dwelli ng
within us.” God is for us, and nd against us. He sent His Holy Spirit to be our Helper, Guide,
Comforter, and Teader to lead usin the ways of “righteousness peaceandjoy.” The Holy Spirit
works from within ou spirit, to will and doHis good geasure (Phil. 2:13).

God swaysaremuch better than man’ sways. Hebrews8:11says, “ And they shall not teach
every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall
know me, from theleast tothegreatest.” Godwill makeknown everythingweneed to know, from
within ou spirit. We do nd need that any man shoud teat us the things of God, for 1 John 227
says, “the anointing which ye have receved of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any
man teach you: but asthe sameanointing teacheth you of all things, andistruth, andisnolie,
and even asit hath taught you, ye shall abidein him.” The“Him” that we must abideinisthe
Holy Spirit.

We do nat need people who operate from their natural mind to tell us abou God. For God
isin usto tead usthewaysof God,thewill of God,andthase thingsthat be of God. If we draw our
information from our spirit where God dwell s, we will know the truth, and we will be free(John
8:32).

Satan has come into the durches and manifest with his counterfeit spiritual operations
(operating from the minds of people, na from their spirit). This deception has grown widely
throughou the churches. It isnaot of God, it is Satanic.

God dwellsin Christiansto reproducethelife of Christ inthem. That they be not conformed
to thisworld, bu be transformed by the renewing of their mind (Rom. 122). Their minds must be
renewed, that they lean to walk after the Spirit and na after the flesh (Rom. 8:1-8).

When the Holy Spirit is working in us, He works from our spirit. When Satan uses
courterfeit operations, he operates from our mind. Courterfeit operations are very similar to the
work of God.In Exodus 7:9-12,when Aaroncast Moses' rod before Pharaohit turned into aserpent.
If you can imagine what took dacein Pharaoh’'s mind, keing the ruler over Egypt, he wmuld have
been saying, “that’s nothing, my sorcerers and magicians can dothe same thing.”

Then Pharaoh also call ed thewisemen and the sorcerers: now the magiciansof Egypt,

they also did in like manner with their enchantments.

For they cast down every man hisrod, and they became serpents... (Ex. 7:11,12

Cournterfeit operations of the devil are dmost identicd to the true manifestations of God.
Pharaoh, nat knowing the LORD as God o\er this creaion ddn't see ay diff erence between what
Moses and Aaron dd and what his magicians did.

Then Moses and Aaron smote the watersin theriver andthey turned to bood(Ex. 7:20,21).

“And the magicians of Egypt did so with their enchantments. and Pharaoh's heart was
hardened, neither did hehearken untothem; astheL ORD had said” (Ex. 7:22). The ourterfeit
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operations of the magicians was © much like the red manifestation d God that Pharaoh just
hardened hisheat andwalked away. Courterfeit manifestationsof thedevil areso muchlikethetrue
manifestations of God that many people will believe the munterfeit just as well as the true.

“And Aaron stretched out hishand over the waters of Egypt; and the frogs came up,
and covered the land of Egypt” (Ex. 86). By the power of God, red live frogs came up and
covered the land. “ And the magicians did so with their enchantments, and brought up frogs
upon the land of Egypt” (Ex. 87). The magicians did the same & Aaron, and red live frogs
multi plied throughou the land o Egypt. There were so many frogs “they gathered them together
upon heaps: and theland stank” (Ex. 8:14).

It's sad that so many Christians do nd believe the devil has power. In Job 116, it says, a
mesenger cameto Jobandsaid, “ Thefire of God isfallen from heaven, and hath burned up the
shee, and the servants, and consumed them; and | only am escaped aloneto tell thee” Some
peoplethink that everything that happens supernaturally is of God. It was not Godthat sent that fire
down from heaven, it was Satan. Then another messenger came to Job and said, “ behold, there
came a geat wind from the wilderness and smote the four corners of the house, and it fell
upon the young men, and they are dead; and | only am escaped aloneto tell the€' (Job 1:19)
What caused that grea wind from the wilderness? It wasn’t the LORD, it wasn’t God, it was the
devil . Satan haspower to kill and destroy. InJob 1,Satan kill ed Job's ssven sonsandthreedaughters
when the house they were in fell uponthem. The Bible tell s us the last enemy to be destroyed is
deah (1 Cor. 1526). In Hebrews 2:14 it tell s us the devil has the power of deah.

Y et, wemust understand, Satan hasno pawver to destroy, except what the LORD permitshim
to do.In Job 1,the destruction Satan caused uponJob’s children and property only came dter the
LORD permitted him to destroy. In Job 2,Satan pu sicknessuponJob,the LORD did na doit. Y et,
Satan could na put sicknessuponJob urtil the LORD permitted him to doit.

Many don't believe that Satan has power and can dugi cae the manifestations of God. In
Joshua 10:11, “the LORD cast down great stones from heaven upon them unto Azekah, and
they died: they were more which died with hailstonesthan they whom the dildren of Israel
slew with the sword.” Yet, in Job 1,it was the devil that brought down fire from heaven. When
many seeor hea of a supernatural manifestation they think it must be God...

Pharaohand hismagicianswereoperating from their natural mind.Intheir natural mind,they
were convinced that their god could cause supernatural manifestations just as the LORD. Becaise
of manifestations by the magicians, Pharaoh would na believe Moses and Aaron.

Thisishappening today, in many churchesthroughou theworld. Christians, operating from
their natural mind are caising many supernatural manifestation to appea. Becaise thereis sich a
minor diff erencebetween the manifestations of the devil andtrue manifestations of the Holy Spirit,
many Christians are being deceved.
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But, we don't have to be decaved for God is in us, baring witnesswith ou spirit, those
things which are of God. We know if it isGod a nat, by awitnessin ou spirit.

There are many Christians who have dreams and visions, and kecause Joel prophesied “it
shall cometo passafterward, that | will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sonsand
your daughters dhall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see
visons’ (Joel 2:28), many Christians think if they have adream or vision it’s from God. Just
because the Word of God tells us ssme will have visions and ahers will have dreams, it doesn’t
mean it’sGodthat isgiving them to them. Not every vision a dream came from God.Many visions
and dreans come from the devil. We must lean to receve revelation from our spirit, by the Holy
Spirit within us, to know if it isof God a nat.

The samething appliesto prophecy. Many Christiansare prophesying from their minds, and
thinkit’sGod.Many Christianstap into the spirit redm andreceveinformationabou other people,
and believe “becauseit seansto betrueit’sfrom God.” Satan isa urterfeiter, and knovshow to
reved things from the spirit redm to those who operate from their mind. There ae many “mind
controlling spirits” operating within the durchestoday. If Christians do nd know the difference
between what comes from their spirit and what comes from their mind they will be deceaved.

God hes a perfed plan for those who will follow it. God's plan is that from our spirit the
Holy Spirit will reved to usthat which we recave from God. Satan’s courterfeit plan is from our
mind, Satan reveds things to usthat looklike it is God.

Some Christianshea voices. Now, God daes ek inanaudiblevoice d times. Threetimes
inthe Gospelsit ismentioned that they heard avoice, implying it camefrom heaven. Y et, Satan also
speaks with an audible voice d times. Many Christians have head bah, the audible voice of God
andthe audiblevoiceof thedevil . Just becausethereisan audiblevoicefrom somewhereinthespirit
redm, it doesn’t mean it’s God. From within ou spirit, we will know if it’s God a not. Not from
our mind, bu from our spirit where the Holy Spirit dwells.

Satan has many counterfeit operations, which operate in the supernatural. We must lean to
recaveinformationfrom our spirit and nd our natural mind.* For it isGod which worketh in you
both to will and to do of hisgoad pleasure” (Phil. 2:13). God daes nat work from our mind, He
worksfrom our spirit. Jesus said, “ Hethat believeth on me, asthe scripture hath said, out of his
belly shall flow riversof living water” (John 738). Our heal and ou belly are along distance
apart, and we shoud na be confused as to where the information is coming from.
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THE FLESH OR THE SPIRIT

In Romans 8:1it tellsus, “ Thereistherefore now no condemnation to them which are
in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” What abou thasein Christ
whowalk after the flesh?

Many do nd understand the diff erence between the flesh and the spirit. To walk after the
Spirit, we must walk acarding to that which comes from our spirit, where the Holy Spirit dwells
in us. We must lean to receve revelation from our spirit, from the Holy Spirit within our spirit. In
Job 328 it makes it very clea; revelation comes from our spirit. It says, “ But there isa spirit in
man: and the inspiration of the Almighty giveth them understanding.” In 1 Corinthians 2:14
it says, “But the natural man receveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are
fodishnessunto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discermned.”

Thefleshisapart of our body and soul combination. We still have abody andwe still have
asoul. These two working together make upwhat is cdled theflesh. In Galatians 5:17 it says, “the
flesh lusteth aganst the Spirit, and the Spirit aganst theflesh: and theseare contrary theone
to theother: sothat ye annot do thethingsthat yewould.” In 2 Corinthians 10:3 it says, “ For
though wewalk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh.” Why not? Verse four says, “(For
the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of
strong holds.)”

Westill have our natural mind. The same mindwewere born into thisworld with asa dild.
Now, it’supto usto dosomething abou our natural mind. Romans 12:2 says, “ be not confor med
to thisworld: but be yetransformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what
isthat goad, and acceptable, and perfed, will of God.” Now, God daesnot havethreewill s. God
never makes amistake, and hes no aternatives; that is, thereisonly one way to salvation,andthere
never was ancther, and rever will be another. We can orly be saved by gracethrough faith. There
isno aher way. Our sins can ony be washed away by the blood d Jesus, thereisno aher way. Our
total redemption can oy come by Jesus, thereisno aher way.

Therefore, God daes not have threediff erent will s (one that is good, ore that is acceptable,
and ore that is perfed). God orly has one will and that will i s good,accetable, and perfed. You
canna add anything to the will of God and make it any lessthan perfed, or make it any better than
perfed. Thaose who tead that, are operating from their natural mind, which canna recevethetrue
revelationfrom God. For the natural mind must be renewed, to receve informationfrom our spirit,
where the Holy Spirit dwell s, to tead usal things. The Holy Spirit is our teader, and He teates
us from our spirit, na our mind.

Christianswho operate in spiritual things from their natural minds are still babesin Christ.

They neal to mature in the LORD and kecane sons of God, nd just children of God. A child dces
the things children do, b thase who are mature in Christ are led by the Spirit of God. The Apostle
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Paul cal ed those who are immature, babesin Christ (1 Cor. 3:1-5). In Hebrews 5:12-14 1t tell s us,
For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have neal that one teach you agan
which bethefirst principles of the oracles of God; and are becme such as have neal
of milk, and not of strong meat.

For every onethat useth milk isunskilful in theword of righteousness for heisababe.
But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even thosewho by reason of use
have their senses exercised to discerm both goad and evil.

Many who think they are cdled of Godto be ministers go abou teading the doctrines of
men. And many Christians flock to hea their teadings, na knowing the Scriptures. They use the
Word of God decetfully, to gaintheir own desiresof their own minds. The Apastle Paul made many
references to this happening in the last days. Jude wrote awhadle gistle onthis subjed.

Teading from thenatural mindisnat thewill of God.Y et, many do nd know how toreceve
their information from their spirit, therefore they go abou teading the doctrines of men.

There are many in the body of Christ prophesying from their natural mind, kelieving it is of
God. The Bible does not tead that at al. To prophecy means, “to speak under inspiration.” All
true prophecy must come from apersons irit, na their mind. It must come from the Holy Spirit,
nat from man. Every true prophecy must be by the unction d the Holy Spirit within us, and nd of
our natural ability. Asit saysin Job 328, “thereisa spirit in man: and the inspiration of the
Almighty giveth them understanding.”

Peter said, “ I f any man speak, let him speak asthe oracles of God; if any man minister,
let him doit asof theabili ty which God giveth: that God in all thingsmay beglorified through
Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen” (1 Peter 4:11). True
prophecy must come by the Holy Spirit giving us the utterance, na from our natural mind.

In 1 Corinthians 14:1 it says, “ Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts, but rather
that yemay prophesy.” What doesit mean by “that ye may prophesy”? It means, that we dl may
sped by the unction d the Holy Spirit within us. That is, that we dl speak from our spirit, na our
natural mind, by therevelation d God, nd by man’swisdom. Our spegking shoud be by the Spirit
of God giving us wisdom, knowledge, and unarstanding from within ou spirit where the Holy
Spirit dwellsin us.

Our mind must be renewed, that we lean to spe& by the Spirit of God within us, and give
noplacefor thedevil . Satan operatesfrom the natural minds of people, God operatesfrom our spirit.

One of the gredest decetionsin the last days will come from thase who prophecy falsely.
Jesus sid, “ And many false prophets $all rise, and shall deceve many” (Matt. 2411).

Thereare many withinthebody of Christ that areteadting othershow to prophesy from their
natural mind. They teat athershow to focustheir mind onancther person,then draw from the spirit
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redm information abou that individual that could na be known in the natural. They use this
information to convincethe person, that it is God they head from, for no aher person krew what
they reveded.

| had an experience one time, where aperson cdli ng himself a prophet was ministering in
achurch | attended. Whil e we were having praise andworship, this personwalked upand davn the
islelooking at different people in attendance.

Before he began to minister he made the statement, the reason he waswalking upand dowvn
theisdleswasto seewhothe LORD would have him minister to. Then he prophesied to anumber of
those in attendance After some time he cane to me and said, “the LORD is saying to you, dont
concern yourself abou the money you have aming, you will recave a diedk.” At first | did na
understand what he was talking abou, bu the Bible says,

And if thou sayin thine heart, How shall weknow theword which the LORD hath not

spoken?

When aprophet speaketh in the name of the LORD, if the thing foll ow not, nor come

topass that isthethingwhich theL ORD hath not spoken, but the prophet hath spoken

it presumptuously: thou shalt not be afraid of him (Deu. 1821,22).

If thereisany questionin your heat asto that which aperson cdli ng himself aprophet said,
wait and seeif it comesto pass The thing that happened was, the same day | had dore some work
for someone but didn't get paid that day. The person who writes thechedks was naot there when |
delivered the work to them. So, the seaetary told me to come badk the next morning and shewould
have a dhed for me. Now, | had been dang jobsfor this personfor afew yeas. He dways paid me
when | delivered the job to him. That day, it so happened that he wasn't there to write the ek
when | delivered the job.

| went badk the next morning and he gave methe chedk for thejob | had dorethe day before.
There was no qestionin my mind as to whether | would get paid o not. | had no doub that when
| went badk that morning | would get paid.

But | did have aquestion abou the prophecy that evening. Why would the LORD have him
tell me not to worry abou a ded | already knew | would get? Why would the LORD have some
prophet say to me, “the LORD is saying to you, dont concern yourself about the money you have
coming, you will recave a tieck”? Didn't the LORD know that | was not concerned or worried
abou getting paid the next day? Doesn’t the Spirit of God seach ou heats and minds and know
what we ae concerned abou and what we ae not concerned abou?

Thereis omething fishy abou thase kinds of prophedes. | was not concerned abou it, why
would the LORD tell me not to be cncerned? My questionis, where did this  cdled prophet get
his information from? Secondy, why did he need to walk up and down the isles seeking who the
LORD would have him minister to? The Bible teates, al true prophecy comes from the spirit of
man, nat from hismind. The Holy Spirit revedsthe knowledge of Godwhen He will s, and daesnat
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need man going aroundtrying to find ou what God is going to doin the future.

There are anumber of Spirit-filled Christians going around cdli ng themselves prophets,
teading othershow to receveinformationfrom the spirit redm with their minds. Thereisno dace
in the Bible that it tell s Christians they shoud operate in spiritual operations from their minds.

Balaam was a gred prophet. Every prophesy he gave came to pass Balaan made some
mistakesin hiswalk with the LORD in the beginning of hisbeing used by the LORD as a prophet.
Balaam, in the beginning did go to see&k enchantments, but, when heleaned haw to let the LORD
“put the words in his mouth.” He stopped going to enchantments and set himself to trust in the
LORD (Numb. 241).

Balaam’ sdownfall wasnat hisprophedes, but hispersona life. Thisisthedownfall of many
Christianstoday. Accordingto Mark 4:14-20, Jesus said, Satan stops them from continuing onwith
the LORD. Their persond lives get into the wages of unrighteousness where “the cares of this
world, and the decetfulnessof riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke the
word” (Mark 4:19).

Peter, speding of Badam, wrote “W hich have forsaken the right way, and are gone
astray, followingtheway o Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved thewagesof unrighteousness’
(2 Peter 2:15). There ae many Spirit-fill ed Christiansin the ministry today who love the wages of
unrighteousness Jesus said in Revelation 214, “But | have a few things aganst thee because
thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a
stumblingblock before the dhildren of Israel, to eat things sacrificed untoidols, and to commit
fornication.”

When aprophet teadies Christiansto prophecy from their minds, there ae alot of questions
concerning “where does the Scriptures tell usto dothat”? When King Saul no longer head from
God, he went to the witch of Endar, that operated by supernatural spiritual powers from her mind.
It says, she had afamiliar spirit. A familiar spirit isademonic spirit operating in the psychic redm,
whereby the natural mind can recave information from the spirits of thisworld. Thereisno dace
inthe Biblethat it tell susthe witch of Endar got her informationfrom the LORD. She was awitch,
nat aprophet of God. The Bibleteades grongly against the use of mind paver to tap into the spirit
redm.

Anyonewho usespsychic powersto recaveinformationfrom thespirit redm arencot heaing
from God. Christians $houd turn away from anyone, prophet, priest, or king included, that uses
psychic powersto receve information abou ancther person.

My experience with the working of the Holy Spirit is that, what we receve from the Holy
Spirit comesto uswhen the Holy Spirit determineswe need to know. Hedoesn't go aroundshowing
us what He is going to doahead of time. Jesus told His disciples in Matthew 10:19, “when they
deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be given you in that
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same hour what ye shall speak.” Inthe same hour, you real to say something, God will giveyou
the words to spe&k. A similar thing happened to Peter in Matthew 16:16,17,
Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of theliving God.
And Jesusanswered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and
blood hath not revealed it unto thee but my Father which isin heaven.

Peter didn't think abou what he was saying, the words just come out of his mouth, b the
unction of the Holy Spirit. From Peter’s girit, the Holy Spirit gave Peter the revelation, which he
spokeforth. That ishow the Holy Spirit works, na acerding to man’s knowledge but acording to
thewisdom and knavledge of God. We find many examples of thisthroughou the Bible. A simil ar
thing happened to Peter in Acts 10:9-21. Peter did na understandthevision hesaw whilein atrance
whil e onthehousetop praying. But, first the Spirit of Godreveded to hm certain things concerning
the Gentil es.

While Peter thought on the vision, the Spirit said unto him, Behold, three men seek

thee

Arisetherefore, and get theedown, and gowith them, doubtingnothing: for | havesent

them.

The Holy Spirit reveds to us what we need to knav when we need to know it. The Holy
Spirit knew that the angel appeaed to Cornelius andtold him to send men to Joppa, to get Peter. It
was the next day that Cornelius snt the men. The Holy Spirit waited urtil the men Cornelius sent
were alrealy at the house before He told Peter to go dowvn and let them in. He doesn’t need to tell
us aheal o time, He mntrolstime. He is always on-time, never too ealy and rever toolate. Heis
naot aman that He shoud lie, neither does He need to come down to man’ sunderstanding to reved
to uswhat He intends to do.

What most Christians do nd understand is that this world is infested with many spirits,
operating in the spirit redm, giving out informationthat isnot naturall y known to man. These spirit
have been aroundfor along time. They follow individualsfor yeas, knowving everything abou that
individual, from their birth on.These spiritsknow their father and mother, brothersandsisters, aunts
and urcles. They know their birthday, and every other day in their lives that others don't normally
know. They know every liethey havetold, they know thingsabou othersthey have mmein contact
with. They are operating under “the prince of the power of the air” (Eph. 2:2), the spirit that
controls all who do nd placetheir livesinto the control of the LORD.

In the Old Testament they are cdled “familiar spirits’ (1 Sam. 283-9). They operatein the
minds of thase who permit them, those who seek their operations. They reved to thase who seek
them, any information they need to deceve and daw people into their control.

Those who seek these spirits of thisworld for information wsually end uplosing the help of

the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit nolonger guides andleads them. They have drosen the ways of the
spirits of thisworld owver the ways of God.
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The Holy Spirit never operates acaording to man’s will. Man cannot prophecy by the
anointing of the Holy Spirit at any time he desires. The Holy Spirit controls the operations of the
Holy Spirit, na man. The Holy Spirit manifests acording to His Will, na man’s will . The Holy
Spirit does nat tell people when and where He is going to manifest. “ The secre things belong to
the LORD?” therefore, it isnot man that determines when and where the Holy Spirit will manifest,
it isthe LORD.

Many fal se prophets have gonethroughou theworld, saying, “come herefor Godwill reved
unto you many things’! They say, Godwill dothisandthat for youif youwill comewherethey are
going to be & a cetain time. Beware, thisisnat of God, bu of man. Jesus said,

Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, hereis Christ, or there; believeit not.

For there shall arisefalse Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and

wonders; insomuch that, if it were possble, they shall decevethevery eled.

Theword*“ Christ” used in theseversesis“Christios,” meaning, “anointed.” When someone
comes aroundsaying, “I am anainted, a the anainting is here or there, “don't go”!

Christians neal to uncerstand the true anainting and the false anointing. Jesus never went
aroundsaying, “Come here, or go there, for | am anointed”! No, if youare anointed, Godwill being
peopleto you, you dorit need to try to bring them, they come a the Holy Spirit drawsthem. Thase
who haveto advertizetheir anointing are not being led by the Holy Spirit, they are being led by their
natural mind. Other spirits are working in their minds to raise them up.

Over ninety percent of those going aroundsaying to athers, “Godtold meto tell you....” are
speaking from their minds, and God is nat in onit. God works from our spirit, individually, and
ministers to ead individual, individually, acording to the will of God, nd the will of man.
Wherever Jesus went, the Holy Spirit led Him. Everything Jesus did, the Holy Spirit led Him.
Romans 8:14 says, “ For asmany asare led by the Spirit of God, they are thesonsof God.” This
isnat saying, those who are led by spiritsin there minds are sons of God.

InJohn, 51-9, Jesuswent upto Jerusalem to thetemple. He entered through the gate by the
sheep market, past thepod cdled Bethesda. Thereweretherefiveporchesof impatent folk, of blind,
halt, withered, waiti ng for the moving of the water. Jesus went to ore man, and the man was heded.
What abou the others, why didn't Jesus hed them all ?

Jesus said in John 530, “I can of mine own self do nothing: as | hear, | judge: and my
judgment isjust; because | seek not mineown will, but thewill of the Father which hath sent
me.” Jesus did nahing of Himself. Everything Jesus did, He was led by the Spirit of God. Could
Jesus have heded athersat the pod of Bethesda? No, Jesuscould nd hed anyone of Himself, it had
to be the Holy Spirit manifesting the power to hed, “asthe Spirit wills’ (1 Cor. 1211).

In John 8,Jesus was tempted by the Scribes and Pharisees concerning awoman they caught
in the ad of adultery. When they tempted Him with their question, Jesus did na answer them until
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He head from the Holy Spirit. It says,
But Jesus dooped down, and with hisfinger wrote on the ground, asthough he heard
them not.
So when they continued asking him, helifted up himself, and said unto them, Hethat
iswithout sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her (John 86,7).

Jesus waited urtil He heard from God before He would answer. In John 828, Jesus sid, “|
do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, | speak these things.” In John 1410,
Jesussaid, “ thewordsthat | speak unto you | speak not of myself: but theFather that dwelleth
in me, he doeth the works.” Jesus relied uponthe Father and the Holy Spirit, He did nothing of
Himself. He set the example for us today!

Thereis no placein the Scripture that it tell s Christians they can operate in the gifts of the
Spirit “asthey will .” Always, it isto bethewill of God nd the will of man.

The Holy Spirit never makes amistake, but thase who operate in spiritual things from their
mind make many mistakes. One time there was a person “calli ng himself a prophet,” who came to
town, to minister at a number of churches. Before he cane to town he made arangements with a
number of Churchesto be & their church oncertain days. Hehad his shedule dl set upin advance,
where hewould beonead day. He sent out maili ngsto many Christians, telli ng them to comewhere
he would be & a spedfic day andtime.

One of thaose medingswas sheduled at asmall church ona Thursday evening. One person
said to me, “God told me | must go to this meding where this prophet isto be.” | did na have a
witnessin my spirit to go. | even felt an ureasinessin my spirit abou it. So, to be obedient to the
Holy Spirit rather than to please aperson, | said, “1 don't fed God wantsmeto go.” She said, “well
Godtold me | must go andyou shoud take me.” | then had to go acording to my spirit and nd my
mind,and| said, “If Godtold youthat you must go then you Il haveto find another way to get there,
I’m not going.” So, she left on her own and went to the meding place But when she got there the
placewas dark and al | ocked up.She went and cdl ed someone dse who she knew and asked them
what happened to the meding. She was told that he cancded that meding and went to another
church abou 75 miles away. The church he went to had a larger congregation, and a greder
oppatunity for him to minister.

Now, the questionis, if God set upthe meding inthefirst place why wasit cancded? Why
did God change His mind and cancd amesding at asmall church and send this prophet to ancther
“larger church” 75milesaway? Seand question. Why did Godtell thiswoman she had to be & that
small church that Thursday even to recever from this prophet, when he wasn't there? Didn't God
know he wasn't there? What’s wrong with this god so many Christians are heaing from, is He
confused, doesn't He know what’s happening? Or is it that there ae multitudes of Christians
foll owing other spirits thinking it’s God.

God never makesamistake. God daesn’t set upmedingsandthen cancd them. God daesn’t
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tell someoneto go someplace adthen change Hismind.God knavsthe beginning from the endand
never, never, makes amistake. Godisnot aman that He shoud lie. Christians need to learn how to
know thetruth from their spirit and beled by theHoly Spirit, na the natural mind. The Spirit of God
worksfrom our spirit, na our natural mind.Herevedsthingsto usfrom our spirit. Hedoesnat need
man’ swisdom, He has His own wisdom, which He makes avail able to those who seek Him. James
said, “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to al men liberally, and
upbraideth not; and it shall begiven him” (James 1:5). God swisdom ismuch better than man’s
wisdom. If weseek God,andask Him for wisdom Hewill giveus*® Gody wisdom,” whereby we can
know those things that be from God and dscern those things that are nat of God.

Don't get yourself messed upin this“Godtold me,” stuff. “ For it is God which worketh

in you both towill and to do o hisgoad pleasure” (Phil. 2213). Heis not working in you so you
can doyour own will of the flesh, bu that He can doHis will through you!
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THE WORKING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

The Bibleteates that the Holy Spirit works from within us, from within ou spirit to lead,
guide, tead, comfort, and help usin everything we do. The ways of the Spirit of God are not the
sameastheways of the spiritsof thisworld. In Hebrews8:10, it says, “ For thisisthe mvenant that
I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord; | will put my lawsinto
their mind, and write them in their hearts.” Notice thisis a part of our Covenant, and in this
covenant the LORD said, “1 will put my lawsinto their mind, and writethem in their hearts.”
There is a diff erence between what we do and what the LORD does. He did na say “we must put
Hislawsin ou minds,” He said, He was going to doit. Hedidn't say we must teat eat ather His
laws, but, Hesaid “1 will put my lawsintotheir mind...” If Heisgoing to “put” thenin our minds,
it’s nat aleaning processfor us, it’s an “automatic knowing.” We know Hislaws, by Him putting
them in ou minds. When the Holy Spirit puts ssmething in your mind, it is there “automaticdly,”
with noeffort onyour part. It comes “automaticdly, by revelation d the Holy Spirit.” It'sreveded
to us by the Holy Spirit withou our having any ideawhat He is doing until He does it. It's an
operation d the Holy Spirit not an operation d man.

Not only isthe LORD going to pu them in our minds, He dso said He will “writethem in
their hearts.” Hedidn't say we haveto write them in ou heats, bu He said “He was going doit
for us.” Thisdoesnat totally agreewith some of the teadings going onin the churchestoday. We
have all kinds of peopletrying to tead people “how to prophesy”’! There ae questions concerning
some of these teadingsin light of what the Word of God says. Do they agreewith the Scriptures?

When | was born again of the Word and the Spirit in 1979,1 knew nothing of the working
of the Holy Spirit. Even though the Holy Spirit had been working in my life from a dild. | knew,
within myself, that God wasworking inmy life, bu | didn’'t know how Hewasworking in my life.
| had many experiences of God working in my life, but no ore| talked to knew what | was talking
abou.

After | was born again there was adesire in my heat to seek the baptism in the Holy Spirit,
but | did na know anyone who krew what to do.Most of the people | knew in the religious areas
didn't know anything abou the baptism in the Holy Spirit, some of them even taught against
spe&ingintongues. After recaving thebaptism intheHoly Spirit, | Slowly beganto uncerstand hav
the Holy Spirit works within us.

It still took along time for me to become familiar with hav God works from our spirit. |
foundmyself speaking withou knowing what | was going to say until | heard the words come our
of my mouth. | would answer peoples questionswithou thinking, andwhen | heard what | answered
| foundit to be acording to the written Word of God. | began to reaognize that what was coming
out of my mouth dd na come from my mind, it came from deep within by belly, upthrough my
throat, and ou of my mouith.
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Shortly after receving the Holy Spirit | went to Bible Schod, thinking | needed tolearn how
to beled by the Spirit and dothe work of the ministry. In Bible Schod as well aswith athers who
thought they knew how to hea from God, | becane mnfused to adegree | would hea someone say
“Godtold me...."” | would ask them, “how did God tell you that?’ Their answer sometimes was,
“God alwaystalksto me, | know Hisvoice and| follow Him.” Well, that didn’'t help me ay, | still
didn't know how God talks to them.

Many timeswhen | would ask others“How did Godtell youthat?” They would na explain
anything, only indicaing that they knew the voice of God. Once in awhile | would find someone
who would explain hov God told them something. One person said, “God told me...." When |
asked her how Godtold her that, she went into gred detail , explaining every thing. That helped me
alot. This happened in connedion with the selling of my business ® | could attend Bible Schod.
There seaned to be some spiritual adivity trying to hinder the sale of the business So we were &
my placeof businesstaking inventory. After afew hourswe had what | felt wasenough information
for the buyer. During prayer, thiswoman said to me, “God said, by noontomorrow the businesswill
besold, youwill receve ached.” Thenext day, thebuyer cameto takeinventory with me. I showed
him the inventory we took the night before, and he said to me, “that’s fine, I'll have my seaetary
write upthe papers,” and heleft the buil ding. Ashewas going out of thedoa I noticed the dock on
the wall was exadly 12:00 noon.The foll owing week, the banker gave me a ¢tedk for the anourt
we areeal uponthat day.

| asked the woman, “how did God tell you what you said that night”? She told me, “while
we were praying she saw avision d aman sitting aaossatable from me, handing me a died, the
clock onthewall was12 0O’ clock.” Then, shesaid, “out of her mouth cametheworks e spoke. She
did nat think abou what she was sying, the works just came & $e spoke.” Everything she said
cameto pass When God says omething, Heisacarate, and rever misses even ononejot or tittle.

For yeas, there weretimes when | would know something, | could na explain how | knew,
but | did knav. When | chedked ou what | knew within me it was always acarrate. It was never
something | studied ou or learned of my own ddng, it was just an “instant knowing.” How did |
know, | didn't know how | knew, but | knew and was pasitive of what | knew. | had no question d
what | knew, bu being so dfferent than studying andleaning, | would chedk it out to seeif it was
true. It was always acairate, it never failed to be true.

Some people go around ading like that God spe&ks to them with an audible voice on a
regular basis. | only know of God spe&king to me with an audible voiceonetimein 24yeas. That
time, when | head the audible voiceof Godthere were five other peoplewith me, they all heard the
same voice, the same words, and they were & least forty-fed from me & thetime.

God daes e with an audible voice d times, bu usually, God “ puts His information in

your mind, and writes it in your heat.” It's automatic, without any effort on your part. It's a
knowing, withou any way of explaining how you knaw.
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By rights, thisisnot “the voice” of Godas ome cdl it. It isthe Holy Spirit revedingto you
things you do no know in the natural. It is“revelation from God”

Thisrevelationfrom the Holy Spirit comesfrom your spirit, na your mind.In 1 Corinthians
2:14 it tells us, “the natural man recdaveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are
fodishnessunto him: neither can heknow them, becausethey are spiritually discemed.” The
natural man includes al who goerate from their natural mind Spirit-fill ed Christians aswell. In 1
Corinthians 2:11 it says, “ For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man
which isin him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.” If we ae
to knaw anything that is of God, the Spirit of God must reved it to us, from our spirit.

Thisrevelationfrom God daes not come becaise we deddewewant to recaveit from God.
It comesto us by the Holy Spirit whenever the Holy Spirit deddesto giveit to us. Inmy life, | spend
alot of time studying, reading, and li stening to the Word of God. Oncein awhil e, whil e studying,
readling, or listening to the Word of God | will get somerevelationfrom my spirit. But, most of the
timeit will bewhen | am doing something el se, having nothing to dowith praying, studying, reading,
or heaing the Word of God. | could be working with my hands at some job, when all of asudden
averseof Scripturewill cometo meout of my spirit. It comeswith apasitive knowing, arevelation.
It surprisesme, and | want stopwhat | am doing and get my Bible and seeif it istruly what the Bible
says. This can happen anytime of the day, nomatter what | an doing. It usually comes when | have
noideait iscoming and nd thinking abou that particular subjed at all.

There ae many things that we have leaned from men, from the teadings of men ower the
yeasthat are nat acording to the Word of God. We head them taught by men who we respeded
at onetime asgrea men of God. TheHoly Spirit givesusrevelationfrom our spirit that we may stop
believing what we were taught by men and knav the truth from the Scriptures. One incident
happened whil el wasrunnng amadine. All of asudden, withou any warning or any ideawhat was
abou to come from my spirit, this came to me. “ The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou
hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whenceit cometh, and whither it goeth...” | knew
that was John 38, bu | was always taught that Jesus was referring to the Holy Spirit. When |
chedked it out, the last part of that verse says, “ so is every onethat isborn of the Spirit.”

Why did | go so many yeas believing what men teat? Why did | not know Jesus was
talking abou people who are born of the Spirit? As | looked upthis verse and saw that last part, |
knew that the Holy Spirit wasrevedi ng something to mefor apurpose. If Christianswant tolivelike
theworld lives, they will bejust likethe rest of the world, making plans for their future, setting up
all their own agenda, determining to dowhat they want to do.That is not so for thase who are led
by the Spirit of God. He will deade where they go, when they go, and what they will do.

If we do nd deny ourselves, pick up ou crossand foll ow Jesus, the Holy Spirit canna use
us. Thosewhomaketheir own plansacarding to their own wisdom, knowledge, and undrstanding
will missthe leading of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit canna lead those who dorit what to give
uptheir livesto follow Him. When they |et the Holy Spirit |ead them, they will not bein control of
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their lives, the Holy Spirit will be.

There was another time, while | wasworking onajob, nd praying, or reading the Word, o
studying; that these words cometo me, “ God isSpirit.” It took me by surprise, being my mindwas
nat onanything concerning “God is Spirit.” Yet, many times when these revelations come to me
the Holy Spirit also bringsto remembrancethings | have been taught by the Word andthings| have
been taught by man. | knew this was referring to John 424.

| knew for yeasthat many have been teading adoctrinethat “manisaspirit” and hesasoul
and abody. | knew for yeas that, that teading does not agreewith the Scriptures. According to
Genesis 2.7 and 1Corinthians 15:45-47, man was creaed aliving soul, and has abody formed of
the dust of the eath, and a spirit given to him by God. | knew for yeas, those who taught that
doctrine got their ideathat “man isaspirit,” from the way the King James Bible isworded in John
4:24,which says, “God isa Spirit.”

Whenthewords” God isSpirit,” cameto methat day, | stopped dangwhat | wasdoing and
went to my Bible. In cheding it out inthe Greek, and | saw that thewords“isa” were alded by the
trandators when trandating from Greek to English. They are not a part of the original Greek
writings. After seang that, | looked at the New King James Version, it trandlated that to “God is
Spirit.”

The differenceis, Godisnat a aeaed being, Heisthe Creaor of al beings. The Credor is
not “a spirit,” He “is Spirit.” All spirits are aeaed beings, bu God is the Credor of all spirits.
Spirits are limited as by their position and paver. Godis nat limited to His pasition a His power.
God is omnipresent, everywhere & al times. Spirits are not omnipresent.

TheHoly Spirit isour helper andteater. Herevedsthingsto usfrom the Word of God that
we can know the truth, and walk with God in truth. If we @ntinue to beli eve the teadings of men
we will never come to maturity in Christ. God canna use us to the fullnessHe desires if we hang
onto man’ sdoctrines andteadings. We must be taught andlead by the Holy Spirit from within our
spirit if we aeto dothe will of God.

The Holy Spirit never reveds anything to anyone unlessit is important. He doesn't play
games, or give our bad advice Sometimeswhen | recave revelation from the Holy Spirit it comes
because of something | had been reading or studying in the past, or some past experience But it
usually doesn’t come while | am studying or reading, it comes all of a sudden when | am doing
something else.

There was atime when | attended a meding where ahusband and wife were ministering.
After the teating and praying for the sick, the man said to those dtending, “if anyone want’s to
recave the baptism in the Holy Spirit, come up, espedaly the children.” When a group had come
up he said, “I am going to spe&k in tongues just so you knav what it sounds like.” Then he began
to spe&k in tongues. While he was geking in tongues awoman came from way in the badk of the
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room, hurrying to talk to him. He stopped spe&king in tongues to seewhat she wanted. She said to
him, “I spe&k fluent Hebrew, my husband and | are Jews, you were spe&king to me in Hebrew,
saying, thisisthelast timeyouwill have an oppatunity to recave Jesus asyour LORD and Savior,
go now andreceve Him.” Later that evening she told the person ministering, “when she head him
spe&ing in Hebrew, her husband and sonwho were with her only heard him spe&king in tongues.
They al three spe&k Hebrew, bu she was the only one who head the spedker spedk to her in
Hebrew.” Yet, al the time the spe&er did nad know what he was sying was the Holy Spirit
spe&kingtothisparticular woman. Hethowght in hismind, hrewasonly demonstrating what it sounds
like when a person spe&ks in unknavn tongues.

A few months|later, ou of my spirit came these words, “ they wereall fill ed with theHoly
Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, asthe Spirit gavethem utterance” That isActs
2:4.When | looked upActs 2:4 and seached ou the meaning of theword “tongues,” it isnot cdled
alanguage, it isonly an uterancefrom thetongue. It isagift of the Holy Spirit used in our personal
communicaionwith God (1 Cor. 144). Or it isalso used asaministry gift to beinterpreted by the
Holy Spirit for the benefit of others (1 Cor. 1210). The ministry gifts are, “as the Spirit will s,”
whenever He so desires. Therefore, we can spek in unknown tongues whenever we desire, bu the
ministry gift of tongues only operates “asthe Holy Spirit will s.”

Shortly after | understoodthis, | mentioned to the pastor of my church that it was reveded
to methat, in Acts 2:4, those who spoke in tongues did na spe&k in ather languages, they spokein
tongues and the Holy Spirit gave the interpretation to al those He dhocse, who krew other
languages. There were somethere a thetimewho ony head the speging in tongues andtherefore
they “mocking said, These men are full of new wine’ (Acts 2:13). The pastor then told me, just
the week before he had given atongue in church and then he gave the interpretation. Foll owing the
servicetwo dfferent women came up to him and told him, hisinterpretation was exad, for they
head the interpretation in English at the same time they head the tongue. They head bah, the
tongue andtheinterpretationat the sametime. Now, therewere dou 200 peoplein church that day,
and they all spe& English, bu these two women were the only ones that said they head the
interpretation in English while he was e&ing in tongues, before he gave the interpretation.

This is evidence that the Holy Spirit controls who spe&ks in tongues and who heas the
interpretation in their own language. Why certain people ae diosen by the Holy Spirit to spe& in
tongues, we do nd know. Why the Holy Spirit only chouses to use cetain individuals we do nd
know, but one thing is for sure, it isthe Holy Spirit whoisin control of the gifts of the Spirit, na
people. The gifts operate & the Holy Spirit will s, na as man will s.

There aremany peoplewhotry to operatein the gifts of the Spirit asthey want to. Thisisnat
of God, it is of the wrong spirit. No ore shoud ever use the name of God for their own personal
benefit. No ore shoud ever use the name of Godto control anather person. Thesethings are strictly
spoken against in the Old Testament. The LORD will not hold anyone guiltl essfor the use of His
namein vain.
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The Holy Spirit indwell s us for the purpase of being our helper, guide, comforter, teader,
and to lead us in righteousness na in any operations of other spirits. He is our teader, and He
teades us from our spirit, na from our mind.
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THE GREATEST ISLOVE

Going back toMark 12:30, Jesus darted thefirst commandment by saying, “ And thou shalt
lovetheLord thy God...” Loveisthe most important part of al the commandments of God.In 1
Corinthians 1313, it says, “And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of
theseislove’ (NKJV). This“love’ it talks about is“agape” in the Greek.

Thosewhostudy their Bibleswith their natural mindsdo nd understandthislove. Thislove
does not operate from our natural mind, it operates from our spirit. This“love” is the love of God
that “is shed alroadin our hearts by the Holy Spirit” (Rom. 5:5). This“love” is “a fruit of the
Spirit” (Gal. 5:22). It does nat operate & the natural mindwill s, but as the Spirit will s. It does not
operate from our natural mind, it operatesfrom our spirit. It isempowered by the Holy Spirit within
us, na by our power, bu by His power.

When wetry to do ou ownwill of theflesh, this“agape” of God daes not operate. From the
flesh we operate in asimilar type of love cdled “phileo” in the Greek. Peter was confused by this
love when Jesus asked him in John 2115, “Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than
these?” It tookalong timefor Peter to redize that Jesus was not talking about “phileo,” but rather
“agape,” using the Greek word “agapao.”

If you go badk to Mark 1230, you will natice that Jesus sid of the first commandment,
“thou shalt love (agapao) the Lord thy God...” Jesusisnot talking abou the natural love of man,
referred to in the Greek as “phileo.” In the first commandment, Jesus is talking abou loving the
LORD our God with “the love of God which is hed abroadin our hearts by the Holy Spirit”
(Rom. 5:5). Thisis*“thefruit of the Holy Spirit” that He reproducesin us (Gal. 5:22).

Godisnat telli ng Christians to serve Him with their natural minds. For He has already told
usin 1Corinthians2:14," the natural man receveth not thethingsof the Spirit of God: for they
are fodlishnessunto him: neither can he know them, becausethey are spiritually discermned.”
God has arealy told us, “Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of
hosts” (Zedh. 4:6). Jesus sid, “ Hethat believeth on me, asthe scripture hath said, out of his
belly shall flow riversof livingwater” (John 738). Werecevefrom God,from our spirit, na from
our natural mind.

Our natural mindisapart of theflesh. In Galatians 5:17it tell sus, “ theflesh lusteth aganst
the Spirit, and the Spirit aganst theflesh: and theseare contrary theonetotheother: sothat
ye cannot do thethingsthat yewould.” When it says, “y e cannot do thethingsthat yewould,”
it is sying, “you canna do your own will of theflesh.” Jesus sid in Luke 9:23"1f any man will
come after me, let him deny himself, and take up hiscrossdaily, and follow me.” We caana
foll ow Jesus operating from our natural mind.

To follow Jesus, we must lean the diff erence between ou natural mind and ou spirit. We
must lean by obedience, the same way Jesus leaned as a child. Hebrews 5:8 says, “ Though he
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were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered.” Alrealy at the age of
twelve, Jesus was abou His Father’ s business(Luke 2:49). By the time Jesus was thirty yeasold,
He leaned by obedienceto live by the Word of God. When He was tempted o the devil in the
wilderness He said to the devil, “ It iswritten, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every
word that proceealeth out of the mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4).

TheBibleteatesthat, “ thelife of theflesh isin theblood, lut thelifeof thespiritisin the
Word of God” (Lev. 17:11,Matt. 4:4). Christians are nat taught of God to live by the natural mind,
but rather “ by the Word of God.” The natura mind must be renewed so it isnolonger conformed
to thisworld, bu rather transformed by the Word of God (Rom. 122).

Agape operates from the spirit of man, therefore, Jesus said, “ thou shalt love (aggpao) the
Lord thy God...” (Mark 1230). We aenot taught to “ phileo” the LORD our God, bu to “agapao”
the LORD ouwr God. This can only be dore by the help of the Holy Spirit from within our spirit. It
canna be dore from our natural mind d the flesh.

Agape always obeysthe LORD. It isalove of obedienceto His commandments. Jesus said,
“If yelove (agapao) me, kegp my commandments’ (John 1415). Christians canna “agapao” the
LORD ou God withou keeping His commandments. In 1 John 23 it says, “And hereby we do
know that we know him, if we keg his commandments.” If we truly know Him as LORD and
Savior, wewill automaticdly keep His commandments. In 1John 25t says, “whoso keepeth his
word, in him verily isthe love of God perfeded: hereby know we that we are in him.” The
keegping of Hiscommandmentsisnot our doing, it isawork of the Holy Spirit within us. We caanda,
of our own ability, kegp His commandments. It can oy be dore by the “agape” of God abidingin
us.

When we walk after the flesh, we will mind the things of the flesh, bu when we walk after

the Spirit, we will mi ndthethings of the Spirit (Rom. 8:1-8). “ For to be carnally minded isdeath;
but to be spiritually minded islife and peace’ (Rom. 8:6).
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TRUST IN THE LORD

InProverbs 3:5it says, “ Trust in theLORD with all thineheart; and lean not untothine
own understanding.” How can we dothiswhen ou minds have been establi shed uponthe worlds
system of believing ac@rding to what we have been taught over the yeas?

Basicdly, we caana “ trust in the LORD andlean nd unto ou own uncderstandng’ of our
own ability. We need the power of God to acampli sh this. Even though Proverbs 3:5 tell s us what
to do, it doesn’t tell us how to doit. The only way we can trust in the LORD is by trusting in His
Word.

TheWord of GodisTruth, atruththeworld daesnot know. For usto change from that which
we have been taught by theworld system to God sWord, we must foll ow Psalm 37:3-5, which says,

Trust intheLORD, and do godal; so shalt thou dwell in theland, and verily thou shalt

befed.

Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give (nathan) theethe desires of thine

heart.

Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass

Many have not understoodthese verses becaise of amisunderstanding of the Hebrew word
“nathan.” ThisHebrew wordisaroot word, withwide gopli cations; primarily used “to pu or make.”
By this, when it says “ he shall give (nathan) theethe desires of thine heart,” it is sying, “the
LORD will put Hisdesiresin your heart.” Therefore, thewhae cntext of theseversesisdependant
uponwhat the LORD does acarding to your resporse. It isnot based uponwhat you desire & all.
It is based uponthe desire of the LORD.

If wewill trust in the LORD and dogood,the LORD will cause usto dwell inthelandand
have dl of our neads met. In Matthew 6:25, the LORD said, “... Take no thought for your life,
what yeshall eat, or what yeshall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the
life more than meat, and the body than raiment?” Why would the LORD tell us smething like
that if Hedid na have something better for usto dothan thinking abou these things? If the LORD
tellsus not to think abou our life* what we shoud eat, what we shoud drink, andwhat we shoud
wear,” how are weto live? The world has taught us from a diild on,to think abou our life, what
weed, what wedrink, what wewea. Now, theLORD is sying, dorit doit that way. Why? Because
He has a better plan.

Then in Matthew 6, the LORD used afew examples, “ the birds of the air, the lili es of the
field.” Then the LORD said, “ O ye of little faith” (Matt. 6:30) where is your faith? Do you nd
know that you are worth more to your Father in hearen then the birds of the ar andthelili es of the
field? Then the LORD included this wonderful statement that shoud increase our faith, saying,
“W herefore, if God so clothethe grassof thefield, which to day is, and to morr ow iscast into
the oven, shall he not much more clotheyou...?” (Matt. 6:30). Besides al this, the LORD made
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this bold statement;
Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? o, What shall we drink? or,
Wherewithal shall we be dothed?
(For after all thesethingsdotheGentiles ®ek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that
ye have ned of all thesethings.

Why would the LORD remind wsthat our Father knowswhat we have need of, if God ddn't
want to take cae of useven better than Hetakes care of the birds of the ar andthelili es of thefield?
Godwantsto doagrea work in ou lives, bu He caana, if we go around daong our own will of the
flesh!

That iswhy in Psalm 37:3-5the LORD is sying, “ Delight thyself in the LORD...” (Psa.
37:4). What doesHe mean by “ delight”? The word deli ght in the Hebrew is “anag” meaning “to be
soft or pliable.” By thisit means, “ to bein apasitionwhere you aewilli ngto change your waysfor
the LORD’ Sways.” We must be willi ng to doHis will and set aside “our will of the flesh.” Once
we ae willi ng to set aside “our will of the flesh,” then the LORD can pu Hiswill i n ou heat.

In 2Chronicles 16:9 it says, “ For the g/esof the LORD run to and fro throughout the
wholeearth, toshew himself strongin thebehalf of them whoseheart isperfed toward him...”
TheLORD islooking for thosewhowill doHiswill, na their will . If our heat is perfed toward the
LORD, then He will put “Hisdesires’ in ou heat, that He may bring “His desires’ to passin ou
lives.

Onceou heat is made “soft and gdiable” by our willi ngnessto “set our will aside” and do
His will, aceording to that which He puts in ou heat; then if we “ Commit thy way unto the
LORD; trust also in him; and he shall bring (Hisdesires) to pass”

What will the LORD bring to pass?“ Hiswill , that He put in our heart.” Not our will of the
flesh, but Hiswill . Arewewilli ng to set “our will of theflesh” asideto dothewill of the LORD, that
Hewill putin ou heat?

Many havenot noticed that it isthe LORD whocreaed al things, andall thingswere aeded
by Him andfor Him. In John 13t tellsus, “ All thingsweremade by him; and without him was
not any thing made that was made.” If the LORD made 4l things, then why shoud we nat look
to the LORD for all things, including the desires of our heat? In Colosgans 1:16 it says, “ For by
him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible,
whether they bethrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all thingswere created by
him, and for him.”

Thisisan age old problem; “people wanting to dotheir own will of theflesh,” and wanting

to be Christians at the same time. A true Christians is a person who is joined ore-spirit with the
LORD, andled by the Spirit of God from within their spirit, na by their natura mind.
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There are two oppaing forces in Christians, the will of God and the will of the flesh.
Therefore, we @muld ask the same type of questionsthe Holy Spirit asked in 2 Corinthians 6:14-16;

(1) what fellowship hath righteousnesswith urrighteousness?

(2) what communion heth light with darkness?

(3) what concord hath Christ with Belial?

(4) what part hath he that beli eveth with an infidel ?

(5) what agreement hath the temple of God with idds?

(6) “ what agreement can ou will of the flesh havewith the will of God?’

The answer to (6) is, nore whatsoever! God hesawill for our lives, andthe flesh has awill
for our lives, yet these ae cntrary to ead ather. In Galatians 5:17 it says, “ For the flesh lusteth
aganst theSpirit, and the Spirit aganst theflesh: and theseare contrary theonetotheother:
so that ye annot do thethingsthat yewould.” Because the flesh wars against the Holy Spirit we
canna dothe things that we want to do.If wetry to do ou will of the flesh, Galatians 6:8 tell s, “...
he that soweth to hisflesh shall of the flesh reap corr uption; but hethat soweth to the Spirit
shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.”

When will we understand? Godisfor us, na against us (Rom. 831). When will weredize?
God will work all things together for our good* if we would doHis will and nd our will of the
flesh.”

What isHiswill ? First of al; it i sthat, “ Heisnaot willi ngthat any shoud perish, bu that all
come unto the knowledge of thetruth which isin Christ Jesus.” Hiswill i sthat we dl i nherit eternal
life with Him in heaven!

If the Bibleistrue, than al things were aeaed by Jesus and for Jesus! Therefore, we need
to cometo Jesusfor all that wehaveneed of. It’ sour ownwill of theflesh that kegys usfrom coming
to Jesus. Once we understand the love and graceof the gospel of Christ, then we can shift over to
looking to Jesus for everything we have neel of.

Let us “Trust in the LORD with all [our] heart; and lean not unto [our] own
understanding” (Prov. 35). Let the LORD put Hisdesiresin ou heat, andlet Him bring them to
pass Put it al uponJesus, and He will perform that which He has promised in His Word. It’s not
what we can do,it’swhat He can dothrough us. All our righteousness our desires of the flesh, ou
will of the flesh must be set aside, then Jesus can work awork in usthat will not fail, na inthislife
or inthelifeto come.

Look at the Crossof Calvary, where Jesus defeaed Satan and al his demons for us. Look
at theshame He bore, look at the perseaution He took for us. He was beaen with thirty-nine stripes,
His body wasamost beyondreaognitionacarding to the prophets. Yet, Hedid it for us, that by His
stripeswe aeheded (Isa. 535, Matt. 817, 2Peter 2:24). He shed His predous blood that by His
deah, He might deliver us from deah. All our sinsare laid yponHim. He took uponHimself the
likenessof man, so that we could take upon ouiselves the likenessof God. That, asHeis 0 arewe
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in thisworld. Therefore 1 John 417 says, “Herein isour love made perfed, that we may have
boldnessin theday of judgment: because asheis, so are wein thisworld.” We ae, whowe ae
in Christ, because He made usto belike Him. Not because of what we did, bu becaise of what He
did for us.

Therefore, “ by gracewearesaved; not of ourselves, but by what Jesusdid for us.” How long
will wego aroundrefusing to beli evethe gospel; whichis, the good rews preadied to usthroughou
the Scriptures? The Scripturesded arethat Jesus died for usandarose ayainfrom the dead; defeaing
Satanandall hisdemons; making an open show of them, triumphing over themfor us(Col. 214,15.
Jesus did it al for us! When will we believe the gospel (Good News)?

It's nat what we did, it’swhat He did for us! “For he (God) hath made him to besin for
us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousnessof God in him” (2 Cor. 5:21).
How can we be made the righteousnessof Godin Him? It can orly come by believing the gospel,
the good rews of what He did for us. Romans 3:23 says, “ Even the righteousnessof God which
isby faith of Jesus Christ unto dl and upon all them that believe...” Will we believe the good
news? If we will, we will be made the righteousnessof Godin Christ. We will “know the things
that are freely given to us of God” (1 Cor. 212).

Why did Jesus go to the Cross? He went becaise Heloved us. He went that we could befree
of sin, deah, andall theworksof thedevil. Will werecavethegift of eternal lifein Christ Jesusthat
sets us freeof our own will, that we can dothe will of God here on eath?

Whose will i s more important, your will of the flesh or Hiswill of the Spirit? You dedde,
which youwill prefer, it’sal upto you.

Now, for thetribulationswhich go along with believing; how dol believe? How can| recave
that which Jesus already purchased for me? Many say it is smple, “just believe”! But, how can |
“just believe?’

We must set aside dl that which pertains to the flesh, the natural mind, and overcome the
thoughts that come to ou minds by reason d much use. We must “...be not conformed to this
world: but beyetransformed by the renewing o your mind, that ye may prove what is that
goad, and acceptable, and perfed, will of God” (Rom. 122). Over and ower, hou after hou, we
must insist that the Word of Godistrue, andit cannad fail. Against hope, we must believein hope,
until we ae fully persuaded that God's Word is true. When we ae fully persuaded, we will
experiencethefull nessof the Crossworking for us. We can walk in victory, if wewill believeinthe
Crossof Calvary. That which Jesus did for us, becaise He loves us.

Hedingisours. Forgivenessof sinsisours. All becaise of what Jesusdid for uson Calvary.
Hedidit for usthat we might befreeof all sicknessand dsease, all i nfirmitiesof thebody and mind.
Why? That we can doHis Will here on eath, and then spend eternity with Him in heaven forever
and ever. Praise the LORD! For He is worthy to be praised!
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In 2 Corinthians 10:5 it says, “ Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that
exalteth itself aganst the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the
obedienceof Christ.” Thewegonsthedevil usesarethoughtsthat cometo ou minds; cdled“fiery
darts’ in Ephesians 6:16. Thoughts, that we must cast down, completely destroy, and rever let them
take hold in ou lives or our minds. His righteousness na our righteousness His gripes for our
heding. Hisbloodfor our sins. It’sal Hisand nd ours, na our righteousness na our goodworks,
nat our good ceeds; but it is“what Hedid for us.” Hedid it for us; for youandme, na just for afew,
but for everyone who will believe.

We must over and ower again, look at the Crossof Calvary, where Jesus did it all for us.
Before He was nail ed to the Cross He took uponHimself all our sicknesses and diseases, all our
infirmities (our we&knesss). Hedid it that we might livein hedth all the days of our lives. Then on
the CrossHetook uporHimself al our sinsandiniquiti es, that by deah, He swall owed up ceahin
victory. No more sickness nomore disease, noinfirmities, nosin, noiniquities, no ceah; “it’s al
because of Jesus.” It's al because of the Crossof Calvary. Praise be to the LORD! For, Hereigns
forever and ever. Amen.
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WHO'SWILL

In Matthew 6:5,6, Jesus was talking to a multitude on the subjed of prayer, saying, “And
when thou prayest, thou shalt not be asthe hypocrites are: for they love to pray standingin
the synagogues and in the @rners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily | say
untoyou, They havetheir reward.” InJesus teadingthere aesomeimportant thingsto consider.
One is “dont stand where you can be seen making long payes.” If you want your prayers
answered, then pray acarding to the will of God.

A secndthing abou Jesus’ teating in Matthew, iswhat Jesus sidin verse 7 it says, “ But
when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be
heard for their much speaking.” It' sokto ask once, but from then on dont use “vain repetitions.”
“Vain,” means “worthless or of no value.” What isworthlessor of no value? Those thingsthat are
nat of the will of God, bu rather the will of the flesh. To God they are worthless

Thenin verse8, Jesus sid, “ Benot yetherefore likeuntothem: for your Father knoweth
what things ye have ned of, before ye ask him.” Jesus literally said, you dorit always have to
pray for thethingsyou have nedal of; your Father already knowsyou have nead o thosethings. Isn’'t
it sad, hav many Christiansgo aroundtelli ng Godwhat thingsthey think they have need of, and God
arealy knows.

How would youfed if someonekept coming to youtelli ng yousomething youa ready know.
Over and ower repeaing what you already know. Some Christians would get very upset if others
would continue over and over telli ng them something they already knew.

That doesn’t go to say you cannd tell God what you read, bu you shoud know that God
does nat have a short memory, therefore, if you tell Him once He will nat forget. That iswhy in
Matthew 6:8, it says” God knavsbeforeyouask.” If He drealy knows, then you dorit haveto keep
repeding it over and o\er.

In Matthew 6:9,13Jesus taught amultitude onthe subjead of prayer. Thisteadhing came by
the Holy Spirit spe&ing through Jesus on the mourtain. At that time it was the Holy Spirit that
inspired Jesus to tead on payer.

In Luke 11:1 it says, “And it cameto pass that, as he was praying in a certain place,
when he ceased, one of hisdisciples said unto him, Lord, teach usto pray, as John also taught
hisdisciples.” Thistime, Jesus’ disciplesasked Him totead them to pray. Thesediscipleshad been
with Jesus long enough to know that Jesus knew how to pray to the Father and get results; that is,
“get answersto Hisprayers.” So they ask Jesusto tead them to pray. Thenin verse 2, it says, “ And
hesaid untothem, When yepray, say, Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed bethy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth.” There is smething very
important abou the way Jesus garted ou His prayer. We shoud cometo ou Father in resped for
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WhoHeis.

Then, Jesus is sying, “ when you pray, get down to the necessary things, and dont waste
your time or your Fathers time onworthlessprayers.”

After addresang the Father in aproper manor, then get down to Hiswill , na your will of the
flesh. Godisnat interested in li stening to your prayersthat are not acording to Hiswill . Therefore,
pray, “ Thy will bedone,” nat “my will” be dore.

Therearemany Christianspraying “their will of theflesh.” They arewasting God stime and
their time. James 4.2 says, “ Yelust, and havenot: yekill , and desire to have, and cannot obtain:
ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not.” First, our motives are wrong, and the
methodwe useto oltain the desires of the flesh arewrong. Therefore, even the things we have need
of are nat there. Why? Because we do nd ask acarding to the will of God; we'reto tied up dong
our own will of the flesh, acording to the natural mind. Most of the time we leare God ou of
everything we do. Yet, if we would ask God acwording to His will we would have the desiresin
which we &k for. In 1John 514,15,it says,

And thisisthe onfidencethat we havein him, that, if we ask any thing according to

hiswill , he heareth us:

Andif weknow that hehear us, whatsoever weask, weknow that we havethepetitions

that we desired of him.

We dont neal to keep begging God for anything, just ask once, acording to Hiswill and
we know we will receve acording to what we ask.

James 4:3 says, “ Ye ask, and recavenot, because ye ask amiss that ye may consumeit
upon your lusts.” Thereasonwedo nd recevefrom Godisbecaise “our motivesandattitudesare
wrong.” Godis dill God,andHewill do“Hiswill” oneath, nd our will of the flesh.

Thething Christiansdon't understandisthat Godis obli gated to answer all the prayers that
areacording to HisWord, andHisWordisHiswill (1 John 514,15. Heisnot obli gated to answer
any prayersthat are cntrary to His Word.

Sometimes we will get answersto prayers that are not acwrding to His Word or His will .
Therefore, we must be caeful what we ask Godfor, that isnat acording to Hiswill . The Children
of Israd in Numbers 14 murmured and complained to M oses and Aaron so much that the LORD did
acording to their murmurings and complaining.

What's happening when Christians pray their will and not God's will ? First we must
understand, if we ae not doing the will of the Father, we ae doing someone dse’ swill , either our
will of the flesh or the will of someone dse. Jesus sid in Matthew 6:24, “No man can serve two
masters: for either hewill hatetheone, and lovetheother; or else hewill hold totheone, and
despisetheother. Ye annot serve God and mammon.” If you study the Scriptures close enough
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youwill findthat there ae only two masters on this eath, the LORD and the devil. Either we ae
serving one or the other. We do nd have the aility to serve ourselves, or anyone dse withou
serving God a the devil at the sametime. In Ephesians 2:2,3, it says,
Wherein in timepast yewalked according to the mur se of thisworld, according tothe
prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the dildren of
disobedience
Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh,
fulfilli ng the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the cildren of
wrath, even asothers.

Everyone born into this world, lived acrding to the way the world lives. No matter who
they are, they did live “according to the prince of the power of the air,” and that princeisthe
devil. By his girits, he controls the thoughts of people who are not born again. It takes the power
of Godworking in ou livesto bring our thoughts in agreeament with the Word of God.

When we becane born again of the Spirit (John 36), it wasawork of the Holy Spirit not a
work of theflesh (John 113). Wedidn't chocse Jesus, He chose us (John 1516). No ore can come
to Jesus, unessthe Father draws him by HisHoly Spirit (John 644). No ore can cometo the Father
except by coming through Jesus (John 146). “ Jesusisthe Word of God andwe must come through
the Word of God; according to the Word of God”

Until God movesin ou lives, we ae serving the devil and dort know it. The LORD isin
control of everything that happens on this eath, and withou Him we can do ndhing (John 155).

What Christiansdo nd understandisthat; even after they are born again and beptized in the
Holy Spirit, they can easily be led astray by the prince of the powers of the ar, and become
disobedient to God. Therefore, the last part of Ephesians 2:2 tell s us that the same devil that had
control in ou livesbeforewewereborn againisthesame* spirit that now worketh in the dildren
of disobedience” Y oucanna be disobedient to the LORD unlessyouareborn again. If youare not
born again you do no belong to the LORD (Rom. 8:9). Y ou can orly be disobedient to the one to
whom you kelong.

The “ children of disobedience’ are those who are born again and listen to and oley the
devil, that is“another voice” other than the voiceof God. The voiceof God aways agreeswith the
written Word of God. It never disagrees with the written Word of God. That ishow we know if the
voiceisof God a nat; if it does not agreewith the written Word it is not of God. Jesus said, “ And
a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of
strangers’ (John 105).

Before the disciples were born again and fill ed with the Holy Spirit, they were still of this
world. The voice of the prince of the power of the ar was gill controlling their lives. As an
example, Matthew 16:22 says, “ Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be it
far from thee Lord: this sall not be unto thee” Peter was ading acording to the flesh.

48



Therefore hewas not doing God swill, hewas doing thewill of the devil. In ather words, Peter was
not serving God, he was srving the devil.

InRomans6:16,it says, “ Know yenot, that towhom yeyield your selves srvantsto doey,
his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto
righteousness?” We serve one or the other in everything we do. Therefore, we must beaome like
Jesus and do no do ou own will of the flesh; but rather do only the will of God the Father (John
5:30).

Jesus rebuked bah Satan and Peter, for Satan was the instigator, but Peter did the will of
Satan. Some Christians do nd understand that when they commit themselves to dang the will of
ancther person,they arein fad saying LORD, | canna do Y our will because | have to dosomeone
else'swill i nstead. That may soundalittl e off, bu that iswhat is happening widely in the body of
Christ. Christians are helping other Christians obtain their “worldly desires,” the desires for the
things of thisworld, when they shoud bein prayer and studying the Word of God.

Whil e they are helping some other Christians obtain their desires of the flesh, the same
Christians they are helping, are taking advantage of them to oltain their own worldly pleasures. As
an example: | helped aChristianfriend d minerepair hiscar. | didit to help hm save money onthe
cost of repair. Whilel washelping him, | negleded my prayer time andstudy time. At thesametime,
this Christian friend | helped to save money onthe repair of his car, spent alot of money on going
out to lunch with ather Christian friends. The money | saved him, he spent trying to make himself
look prosperous by buying lunch for others. Thisisatrick of the devil, to get Christians out of the
will of God, into dang their will of the flesh.

The sad part of alot of thisis, when the LORD impresses uponthem to spendtimewith Him
inthe Word and in prayer, they say within themselves, | don't havetimeto pray and study becaise
| have made a @ommitment with another Christian to help them. So, they forsake the LORD to help
some other Christian gain worldly pleasures, to prosper in worldly things, andthewill of Godisnaot
dorein ther lives. They are serving another master and dorit know it.

There are only two masters, the LORD or the devil. When Christians give up their prayer
time and study time to help someone obtain their worldly goals, they are saying to the LORD, this
other personis moreimportant than You,LORD. | must serve them instead of serving YOU! How
ridiculous can Christians get, telli ng the LORD this other personis more important then Heis.

Sometimes Christianstry tojustify their hel ping some other Christian dosomething that will
only give them abetter positionin thisworld, saying, LORD, they asked mefirst. Thisisnat true;
for the LORD asked them first. He had it written in the Bible yeasago, long before anyone living
today was even ban.

When apersonasksthe LORD to help them, the LORD isfaithful and daeswhatsoever they
ask acording to HisWord. But when the LORD asksusto pray and study theWord, wesay “1 don't
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have time.” | have to dothisandthat andwhen | get that doreit will betoolate to pray and study.
It'saways, puting the LORD seaond, o evenlast in ou lives. Always putting thase who love the
world and the things of thisworld first, before the LORD.

Our flesh is contrary to the Holy Spirit (Gal. 5:17). When wetry to dothe will of the flesh,
we ae sowing into corruption. Galatians 6:7,8 says,

Be not decaved; God isnot mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also

reap.

For hethat soweth to hisflesh shall of theflesh reap corr uption; but hethat soweth to

the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.

Every person mentioned in the Bible that did na do ac®rding to the will of God regped
corruption. They were defeaed in their li ves, and many of them arenat highly spoken of later, after
they did the will of the flesh. One example is Balaan, mentioned in 2 Peter 2:15,16,Rev. 2.14).
Balaam was atrue prophet. Some of his prophedes st a standard for othersfoll owing histime. In
Numbers 23:19,Balaan said, “ God isnot aman, that heshould lie; neither the son of man, that
he should repent: hath he said, and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not
make it goad?” In Titus 1:2, it says, “ In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie,
promised before the world began.” In Hebrews 6:18, it says, “ That by two immutable things,
in which it wasimpossblefor God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled
for refugeto lay hold upon the hope set before us.”

Y et, Balaan walked in the flesh and * taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the
children of Isradl, to eat things sacrificed untoidols, and to commit fornication. Solomonwas
the wisest king of all the kings, yet he walked after the flesh and the LORD warned him twice not
to marry those heahen wives; yet he disobeyed the LORD and lrought in alot of heahen worship.

Many Christians today, who seam to be super-spiritual are walking after the flesh, and will
in the end reging corruption for what they did. When Christians hea voices and think it is God
talking to them, very often they are deceved in what they beli eve. These same Christians go around
prophesying to athers abou all the grea things God is going to doin someone'slife. The mgjority
of these prophedes are false; for they do nd line up with the will of God, bu rather the will of the
flesh. Those who believe these prophedes end up leing misled into greaer error. Some of them
never doget bad into thewill of Godfor their lives. Their lives are dl messed upandthey canna
even think straight.

Otherstry to control other Christians with their prophedes, and bah end up ot of the will
of Godfor their lives. It'sone thing to know the will of Godfor your life, but even greder isto do
thewill of God; and nd be apeople pleaser. Many pastorsare giving wrong adviceto their members,
simply because they do nd want to hut their fedings. In the end, their wrong advice caises more
problemsthanif they had na given any adviceinthefirst place No adviceismany times better than
wrong advice
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AT THE CROSS

WHY THE CROSS?

In the beginning, the LORD God creaed all things. All thingswere aeaed by Him and for
Him, andwithou Him nothingwascreaed that wascreaed (John 11-3,10,Col. 1:16,17 €tc.). Jesus
isthe LORD God,in the Old Testament, and Heis also “the Word of God’ in the New Testament.
All things were aeaed by Him and for Him, the Father and the Holy Spirit working through Him
(John 114,Heb. 1:2,3,etc.).

In the beginning the eath was withou form, water covered it completely, therewas no dy
land for darknesswas over everything that God had creaed (darkness means, “no light, and the
works of Satan”). Satan and his demons were here, they were cast out of the third hearen, dovn to
theeathfor their rebelli onagainst God (Ezek. 2811-19,1sa. 14:12-20). For six days, the Father and
the Holy Spirit worked through the Son (the Word of God) in creaing all thingsthat were aeded.
On the sixth day, the LORD God creaded man, male and female in His own likenessand His own
image (Gen. 1:26,27, 27, 21,22. Evewasformed dof therib of Adam onthesixth day, therefore, the
creaion d man, male and female, was completed onthe sixth day.

The LORD Godgave man “male andfemale,” dominion over the works of His hands. Man
was given afreewill, to choose whatsoever he would do.He could ea of every treeof the garden,
including the treeof Life, andthe treeof knowledge of goodand evil. It was man’s choice which
treeshewould ed thefruit thereof (Gen. 216). “ But of thetreeof theknowledge of goad and evil
thou shalt not eat of it: for in theday that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die{die, die; two
deaths}” (Gen. 217). Thefirst deagh man would experienceis physicd deah of the body of flesh
andbores(Gen. 55,Rom. 5:12, 1Cor. 1551). The second ceah would be dernal deahinthelake
of fire with Satan and hs demons (Rev. 20.5,6,14,15.

Because of the Cross Jesus defeded Satan and overcamethetwo deahsfor all “whoarein
Christ,” al otherswill spendeternity in hell withthedevil and hsfollowers. In 1Corinthians15:22,
it says, “ For asin Adam all die, even soin Christ shall all bemadealive.” Revelation 2014,15
Says,

And death and hell were @ast into thelake of fire. Thisisthe seacond death.

And whosoever was not found written in thebook of lifewas cast into the lake of fire.

Adam and Eve (of their own freewill ) did ea of the treeof knowledge of goodandevil, and
sinand deah enter into mankind, and passed uponeveryone except Jesus, the Son d God. Romans
5:12 says, “W herefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so
death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.” Mortality (the processof physicd deah)
and corruption (the works of sin) was passd uponeveryone who was born o the flesh (John 36).
Physicd deahandeternal deahwereresident within everyoneborn of natural parentsfromour birth
on. Jesus, the Son d God, was nat born o natura parents, for God was His Father, and Mary was
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his mother. Jesuswas not born of thewill of man, a of theflesh, a of theblood d man; but of God
(John1:13).. TheHoly Spirit cameuponMary and she becane pregnant with the Son d God (Jesus)
(Luke 1:35).

According to ore of the Jewish cdenders, their new yea beginsin late September, or ealy
October, depending uponthe day of “the new moon” this goes all the way badk to the sixth day of
creaion when man was first formed of the dust of the ground.When man was first formed o the
dust of the ground “man became a living soul,” with abody of flesh and bores. Genesis 2.7, 23
Says,

And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his

nostrilsthe breath of life; and man became aliving soul.

And Adam said, Thisisnow bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: sheshall be clled

Woman, because she was taken out of Man.

Jesus, whoisthe Son o God,“credor of hearen andeath” (Col. 1:16), wasbornintheflesh
onthe Jewish new yea 4 BC. Helived asthe Son d Mary, the step-Son d Joseph for thirty-three
and ore-half yeas. Then He died onthe Crossof Calvary, onthe (New) beginning of yeasfor the
Jewish nation asinstructed in Exodus 12.1n Exodus 12:1,2it says,

And the LORD spake unto Mosesand Aaron in theland of Egypt, saying,

Thismonth shall beunto you thebeginning of months: it shall bethefirst month of the

year to yau.

That month, themonth of Abib, onthetenth day they tookaLambwithou blemish, and keep
it until the fourteenth day of the month. On the evening of the fourteenth day of the month of Abib,
they kill ed the Lamb, put the blood d the Lamb ower the doar posts of the houses where they were
in; then they roasted the Lamb with fire; ea theflesh of the Lamb with urleavened bread; with their
loins girded, their shoesontheir fed, andtheir staff in their hand; for it wasthe LORD’ S Pasover.

The exad day that the LORD was ge&king of in Exodus wasthe day that the LORD pas<ed
over Egypt and kill ed the firstborn of every man, and animal. The foll owing day, the dildren of
Israd were set freeof the bondage and slavery of Pharaoh and the Egyptians.

This Pasover for the children of Israd was atype and shadow of the Crossof Cavary. The
day that the LORD defeaed Satan and hisdemons, and wsfreeof the sin and ceah that entered into
mankind in the garden of Eden.

Thiswas to be the beginning of yeas for the children of Israd, anew life with the LORD
God as their God. If they would obey Hisvoice He would suppy all their needs acording to His
graceand mercy. Thisis atype and shadow of what was to come for all who are in Christ: if they
will obey the LORD, He will supgy all their needs acording to “His ability.” Jesus said,
Therefore | say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye
shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not thelife more than meat,
and the body than raiment?
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(For after all thesethingsdothe Gentiles sek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that
ye have ned of all thesethings.

But seek yefirst thekingdom of God, and hisrighteousness and all thesethings sall
be added unto you (Matt. 6:25,32,33.

Our first birth into thisworld “born o the flesh,” coincides with the forming of man of the
dust of the ground.It aso coincideswith the birth of Jesus Christ, the Son d God, banintheflesh
to set usfreeof all the works of the devil .

Our new birth, “born again of the Word and the Spirit” coincides with Jesus' deah and
resurredion. Thisisanew beginning for us. Like the Passover in Exodus was anew beginning for
the Children dof Israd, it becane the first month of their new yea. Our new birth becomes the first
month of our new lifein Christ Jesus. We ae new creauresin Christ. We aeborn of the Word and
the Spirit. Hearen becomes our home and God kecomes our Father. A whalenew life, awhole new
way of living comesinto us. “We are born of God.”

We still have our old bod of flesh and bores. We still have our living soul, bu we have a
new spirit, and are translated into that new spirit (Col. 1:13,Rom. 8:9). God dvellswith us, in our
new spirit. Hispurposefor beingin us, isto bring usinto agreement with HisWord. To tead usthe
ways of God, not the ways of the world. To bring us to maturity in Christ, that we can dothe will
of God the Father.

We were born in the flesh of “the will of man” (John 113). But the will of Godis greder,
and they that dothe will of God will i nherit eternal lifein heaven. Jesus said, “ Not every onethat
saith untome, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will
of my Father whichisin heaven” (Matt. 7:21). Why the Cross? That we can overcometheworld,
anddothewill of Godwhilewe aestill hereoneath, having physicd bodes, andaliving soul. The
Crossis for our remembrance of what Jesus did for us, in setting us freeof the works of the devil.
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WHAT WASTHE WILL OF GOD?

In the beginning, God had a plan for mankind, that is male and female. The LORD God
creded man, male andfemaeto be atype and shadow of the LORD and the Church “His body”
(Eph. 5:32). Adam was first formed, then Eve was taken ou of Adam'’s body to be His help med
(Gen. 27,18,2224).

The LORD isthe Son d God, Who was with the Father from the beginning. “ The Father
loveth the Son, and hath given all thingsinto hishand” (John 335). “ For the Father judgeth
noman, but hath committed all judgment untotheSon” (John 522). The LORD lovesman, who
He creaed in His own image and likeness and hes left it up to man to judge himself, lest he be
judged (1 Cor. 11:31).

Adam andEvehad afreewill , to chosse whothey would oley, the LORD anded of thetree
of Life; or the devil and ed of the treeof knowledge of goodand evil. To oley the LORD, it is
necessary to be adoer of the Word, nad just a heaer only. Adam and Eve head the Word o the
LORD concerning the tree of knowledge of good and evil, bu they did na do the will of God.
Instead, they submitted themselvesto the voiceof another and ate of the treeof knowledge of good
and evil .

The Crossof Calvary, where Jesus defeaed Satan for us madeit all passblefor usto “obey
theWord of God,” and ke doers of theWord and nd just heaersonly. James 1:22 says, “ But beye
doers of theword, and not hearersonly, deceving your own selves.” If we ae heaersonly, and
not doers of the Word, we deceave ourselves and beaome religious, walking after the flesh and na
after the Spirit (Rom. 8:1-8).

When Adam and Eve de of the treeof knowledge of goodand evil, sin and deahs entered
mankind.“Deahs,” bath mortality (physicd deah of theflesh), andeternal deah (of body andsoul)
in hell came through corruption d the soul of man. Corruptionis that which alows Satan and hs
demons to pu thoughts in ou minds to go against the Word of God. This corruption must be
overcomein order for usto dothewill of God. Through corruption (thewill of theflesh), we cannat
do the will of God. The flesh (being corrupted), is contrary to the Spirit of God (Gal. 5:17).
Therefore, we caana do ou own will; we must do the will of God, led by the Holy Spirit.

Romans 8:14 says, “ For asmany as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of
God.” Only thase who are led by the Spirit of God can dothe will of God. The New King James
Versionin ,John 424 says, “ God is Spirit, and those who wor ship Him must wor ship in spirit
and truth.” TheHoly Spirit must beinvolvedin ou worship. We must live and move by the power
of the Spirit of Godin ou lives. To dothis, we must live by faith, for the Scripture says, “thejust
shall live by faith” (Hab. 24, Rom. 1:17,Gal. 3:11,Heb 1038). We cana, “of our own abilit y”
overcome the works of the devil. We must overcome by faith. In 1 John 54 it says, “For
whatsoever isborn of God overcometh theworld: and thisisthevictory that overcometh the
world, even our faith.” Faith orly works when we believe the Word of God against al natural
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understanding. Proverbs 3.5 says, “ Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto
thine own understanding.” Isaiah 558,9 says,
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the
LORD.
For asthe heavens are higher than the erth, so are my ways higher than your ways,
and my thoughtsthan your thoughts.

Our thoughts will not agreewith the Crossof Calvary, where Jesus paid the price for our
redemption. Jesus defeaed the devil and h's demons, and puchased ou redemptionwith Hisown
body and Hood. Y et, ou human understanding canna perceve or understand the plan of God na
the work of God onCalvary.

Our minds must be renewed onthe Word of God, that by resson d much use we believe and
sped “those things which be not as though they were” (Rom. 4:17-21). We must be “...fully
persuaded that, what hehad promised, hewasablealsotoperform” (Rom. 4:21). AsJesus said
to Hisdisciples, “...With men it isimpossble, but not with God: for with God all things are
possble” (Mark 10:27). With the help o the Holy Spirit, we can spe&k thase things that be not as
though they were. It's the anointing of the Holy Spirit uponthe words that we speék that destroys
the works of the devil.

Eating of the tree of knowledge of good and evil is “man, living acording to his own
understanding,” this causes usto becomereligious, living by rules and regulations adopted by men
as a standard for proper lifestyles. This does nat save us, neither could the law of Moses save us.
Acts 13:38,39says,

Beit known unto yau therefore, men and brethren, that through thisman is preached

unto you theforgivenessof sins:

And by him all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be

justified by the law of M oses.

If we do nd believe in the Crossof Calvary, the power of God cannot work through us to
help us. It saysin Luke 4:17-19,

And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had

opened the book, hefound the placewhereit waswritten,

The Spirit of the Lord isupon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel

to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliveranceto the

captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised,

To preach the acceptable year of theLord.

In John 1715-18, Jesus said,

| pray not that thou shouldest takethem out of theworld, but that thou shouldest keep
them from the evil.

They are not of theworld, even as | am not of theworld.

Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word istruth.
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Asthou hast sent meinto theworld, even so havel also sent them into theworld.

As the Father sent Jesus into the world acording to Isaiah 611,2,which Jesus read from
in Luke 4:18,19,we caana dowhat we have been cdled to do," unlesswe understand the Crossof
Calvary.” What happened onthe Cross? Why it happened? And espedally, for who dd Jesus die?

He died for you and me, along with everyone dse who will believe the gospel. The gospel
isthe “good rews’ of what God hes dore for us through His Son Jesus Christ on the Cross

It's easy to believe what was dore on the Crosswas dore for the disciples that foll owed
Jesus, like Peter and John,whowent abou heding the sick, casting out devil s, raising the deal, etc.
But, what abou ourselves, the Crosswas for us also. What Jesus did onthe Crosswas for youtoo,
nat just for others. You must believe the Cross believe the Word of God, the gospel, “the good
news’ of the Cross
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WITHOUT GOD
WE CANNOT BELIEVE

Satan has bli nded the minds of many Christians, that they do nd beli evethe gospel, thegood
news. In 2 Corinthians 4:3,4 it says,

But if our gospel be hid, it ishid to them that are lost:

In whom the god of thisworld hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest

the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who isthe image of God, should shine unto

them.

Christians all over the world have their minds blinded by the devil through the teatings of
religious men, who do no tead the Crossof Calvary as“the good rewsfor mankind.” The Apostle
Paul saidin 1 Corinthians2:2,“ For | determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus
Christ, and him crucified.” If wedo nd understandthe Cross wewill easily beaomedecevedinto
believing ancther gospel, which isnat the gospel Jesus preaded, na the gospel that Paul preaded.
In Galatians 1:8-10 Paul wrote;

But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that

which we have preached unto you, let him be accur sed.

Aswe said before, so say | now agan, If any man preach any other gospel unto you

than that ye have receved, let him be accursed.

For do | now persuade men, or God? o do | seek to please men? for if | yet pleased

men, | should not be the servant of Christ.

Many Christians pread ancther gospel that they may please men, that they may built their
own church o ministry. They beacome people pleasers, and do na preadt the Cross for if they
pread the Cross they could na control their peopletotheir liking. The Crosswill set themfree and
they will follow Jesus, na somereligious personwho cdl s himself a pastor or some other name or
title.

Preading the Crosswill dofor otherswhat happened to the man possessed with alegion o
demonsin Mark 5. After Jesus cast thedemonsout, it says, “ And they cometo Jesus, and seehim
that was possessd with the devil, and had the legion, sitting, and clothed, and in his right
mind: and they wereafraid.” When the gospel is preated, people ae delivered from al sorts of
demonic spirits and religious Foirits, that try to control their lives. The religious people become
afraid of those who are set freg for those who are set free aein their right mind...

No ore born into thisworld isin their right mind. We ae born in corruption, ou thinking
doesnat agreewiththeWord of God. Reli gious peopleoperate by thetreeof knowledge of goodand
evil and relp the devil condemn those who lelieve the Cross

We must come to the Crossto be saved (Acts 4:12). We must come to the Crossto be

delivered (Rom. 10:9,10. We must come to the Crossto walk in the light as Heisin the light (1
John 1:7). We must come to the Crossto experiencejustificaion and redemption (Rom. 3:21-24).
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It' s at the Crosswhere we will seethelight of the gospel of Jesus Christ that can set usfree
of al demonic operationsin ou lives. Weshoud belikethe gostle Paul and*know nothing but the
Cross which sets us freeto foll ow Jesus all the days of our lives.”
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SEEING PEOPLE
THROUGH THE EYES OF GOD

Toooften, whenwe seepeoplewe mmeto conclusionsconcerningtheir lives, wejudgethem
acording to ou standards, what we think they shoud do o not do. If they dorit line up with ou
thinking we condemn them for being what we think they are.

Our thoughts are not the LORD’ S thoughts, and ou ways are not the LORD’ S ways (Isa.
55:8,9). We nedal to seepeople the way the LORD seespeople. If they dor't med our expedations
weshoud remember the Cross Jesusarealy paid thepricefor their deli verance, their sanctificaion,
their justificaion, their righteousness etc. It's not what we seetoday in the life of another that
counts, it’ swhat God has dore onthe Crossthat can change their livesto be what God wants them
to be. Our judging them will only hinder the work of God in their lives. We shoud na be a
hindranceto what Godwantsto do, b rather be ablessng by coming against theworks of the devil
in their lives.

Many Christianshave adopted the ways of theworld asastandard for Christian living. They
have nat foll owed the plan of God from the foundiation d the world.

The plan of God works beautifully, if we will follow it acording to the Word of God, nd
acarding to theworld’s s/stem. In the eyes of God,the Word of Godis*“for us,” not against us. If
wewill recave Jesus Christ as LORD and Savior, nd just as Savior; we will experiencethe power
of God working in ou lives to set us freeof al sorts of bondage's that kegy us from living the
abunaant life Jesus came for us to have.

Religious teatings and ou own minds, ke us from experiencing the ébundant life Jesus
camefor usto have. The ebundant lifeisnot thelifewehad beforewewerebornagain. That lifewas
cdled “psuche” in the Greek. That is natura life, the life of natural man. The ébundant life Jesus
cametogiveusiscdled“Zoe” inthe Greek. It isthe very life of Godlivingin usandthrough us by
the power of theHoly Spirit. Thisabundant life becomesalife of righteousness peace adjoy inthe
Holy Spirit (Rom. 14:17). “ For it isGod which worketh in you both towill and todo of hisgoad
pleasure” (Phil. 2:13). If we permit Godto work in usto doHis good pgeasure, then Romans 8:28
says, “ And weknow that all thingswork together for goad to them that love God, tothem who
are the @lled according to hispurpose.” When we know all things are working together for our
good,and Godisworkingin usto doHisgood geasurewe canlivethe ébundant lifethat Jesuscame
for usto have.

Thisabundant lifeisnot possblewithou the Cross It was what happened onthe Crossthat

madeit all possble. Jesusdidit all for us, for youand me. It snow our choice, of our own freewill
will we dhocseto live acording to the Word of God a the words of men?
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