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NEW or OLD COVENANT

One day someone asked the question, “what do youthink abou some of the teatings from
the Old Testament?” Before | could think about the question, out of my mouth came these words,
“why do youthink it is cdled the Old Testament?”

When words come out of your mouth withou you thinking first abou what you are saying,
pay attention to thase words. All prophecy that comes from God is “ speaking words by the unction
of the Holy Spirit.” Numbers 235 says, “And the LORD put aword in Balaam's mouth, and
said..”

When words come out of your mouth before you have time to think abou what you are
saying, they didn't come from your mind, they came from your spirit. When this happens, we need
to listen to ou spirit aswe recave more information concerning that which was oken. At that time,
| didn't say much more concerning that subjed. Mainly, al | said isthat whichisold isreplaced by
that which is new.

Even thoughthe question was “what do youthink abou some of the teatings from the Old
Testament?” We must understand that the word Testament and Covenant mean the same thing. We
now have aNew Testament that replaces the Old Covenant of the Law. Jesus said to His disciples
at that last supper, “ This cup isthe new testament in my blood, which is hed for you” (Luke
22:20). Theword “testament” in thisverse shoud adually have been trandated “ covenant.” These
two words mean the same, but many Christians are deceved by the word “testament” when ou
Bibles are divided into two Testaments, the Old Testament and the New Testament.

Actually, in the Old Testament there ae anumber of “Covenants.” Even thouglt some of
these “covenants’ are older than the New Testament that does nat mean they are nat eff edive today.
As an example, God made a ovenant with Noah and his sl after him in Genesis 9:8-17. The
token of that covenant is the rainbow, which is gill in effed today. The LORD also made two
covenants with Abraham, one acording to the sand d the seashore the other one acordingto the
stars of heaven.

The covenant made with Abraham acordingto the stars of heavenisknown as“a covenant
of faith,” it applies to everyone who lives by faith, that includes the New Testament and the Old
Testament even way badk to Abel (Gen. 4:4, Heb. 11:4). This covenant of faith appliesto Gentil es
and Jews alike. It is the same cvenant that the New Testament is based upon

The covenant made with Abraham acording to the sand d the seashore gpliesonly to the
seal of Abraham throughlsaac ad Jacob. The possesson d theland o Canaan only appliesto the
descendants of Abraham, throughlsaacand Jamb, who came out of Egypt at the time of Moses. The
only descendants of Abraham that were promised land, were those who were under the avenant of
the Law, given by Moses. The New Testament does not promise Christians any passesson d land.

The @mvenant made with Abraham acordingto the sand d the seashore does not apply to
the descendants of Abraham throughlshmad neither doesit apply to the descendants of Abraham
throughany o his $x other sons born of Keturah, Abraham’s ssndwife (Gen. 25:1-4). Neither
dothe descendants of Abraham ac@rdingto the sand d the seashare goply to “Midian,” (considered
as the father of the Midianites). The Midianites were the seed of Abraham. Jethro, “the Priest of
Midian” was under the avenant made with Abraham acarding to the stars of heaven. Jethro was
apriest of God, and hewas also Moses father-in-law. Y et, hewas nat an Isradite, and nd under the



covenant of the Law.

Ishmad, and the six sons of Abraham from Keturah were dl sons of Abraham after the flesh.
Only Isaacwasthe son d Abraham ac@rdingto promise (Gal. 4:28). When the Law came through
Moses, all the descendants of Jamb, came under the Law. Y et, nore of the other descendants of
Abraham came under the Law. If we do nd “rightly divide” the Old Testament, we will easily be
decaved bythe teadings of men.

If we study the Bible, we will findthat in Hebrews, 8:6-13 it speaks of our New Covenant.
What' s interesting abou this new covenant isthat it is nat adually a new covenant but a renewed
covenant. It’s the same mvenant that the LORD God made with Abraham. It's a covenant of faith,
by promise, not of works.

After quating Jeremiah 31:31-34, Hebrews 8:13 says, “In that he saith, A new covenant,
he hath made thefirst old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth old isready to vanish away.”
At the time Paul was writing the Epistle to the Hebrews, the New Testament was gill being written.
We are now living abou nineteen hunded yeas later. If at that time, it was realy to vanish, how
longwould it take until it adually vanished?

The covenant that is goken of in Jeremiah 31:31-34 isthe covenant of the Law, given by
Moses. The covenant of faith was made with Abraham before the Law. The Law could na change
the covenant of faith, given to Abraham. Galatians 3:17 says, “ And this | say, that the covenant,
that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the law, which wasfour hundred and thirty years
after, cannot disannul, that it should make the promise of none dfed.”

How longare Christians goingto keep teadingthe Law, when it has adrealy passed away?
The Law was cdl ed the letter, which was first written bythe hand d God ontablets of stone (Ex.
24:12). In 2 Corinthians 3:6 it says, “Who aso hath made us able ministers of the new
testament; not of theletter, but of the spirit: for theletter kill eth, but the spirit giveth life.”

In Acts 13:38,39it says,

Beit known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through thisman is preached

unto you the forgivenessof sins:

And by him all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye ould not be

justified by the law of M oses.

Even if Christians could oley the Law, they still could na be justified by the Law. We ae not
justified by the Law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, Who redeaned us from the law of sin and deah
(Rom. 8:1-4).

Satan usesthe Law to keep Christiansin bonage. God westhe Blood d Jesusto set us free
of sin and deah. Sin condemns, but the love of God setsusfree In John 117 it says, “ For thelaw
was given by M oses, but graceand truth came by Jesus Christ.”

Jesusisthe Truth. Truth always sts people free There is no condemnation when we walk
in the truth. The Truth came by grace By the graceof God, He sent the Truth into the world, that
throughHim we wmuld be saved.

Even in the worlds g/stem, truth always gives us peace When we walk in truth, everyone
loves us. The world knows those who walk in truth. Those who are horest and do no lie ae
accepted by dhers. Truth brings freedom, peace andjoy even in the worlds s/stem.

How much more will the Spirit of Truth help thase, who know the Truth (which is Jesus
Christ, Himself)? Jesus said in John 831,32, “ If ye mntinuein my word, then are ye my disciples



indeed;...And ye shall know thetruth, and thetruth shall make you free.” Freedom comesto
thosewho“continuein the Word o God.” Freedom comes by knowing the Truth. Jesus said in John
14:6, “1 am theway, thetruth, and thelife: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” When
we amme to the Father, throughthe Truth, we receve dernal life.

Eternd lifeisthe very life of Godwithin us. God, Himself lives within our new creaed spirit.
Godisin usandwe aein Him, making us one with God in the spirit. How can anyore establish a
better relationship? When we ae related to God by the new birth (born of God), we ae anew
credion. The old is passed away, and the new has come (2 Cor. 5:17). What a joy, what a peace
knowing from within ou spirit that we ae truly, children of God. Knowing we will spend eternity
with God.

Thisknowing, isnat head knawledge. Thisisaknowingthat produces peace adjoy within.
It is experiencing the very life of God within us. It's a life dhanging experience. It's nat head
knowledge, its revelation knavledge from within our spirit, not within our mind.

To know the Truth, isto experiencethe Truth in our daily lives. It' swhen we experiencethe
Truthin ou daily livesthat we have peace adjoy from within.

The Law could na dothis. We canna obtain inward peace adjoy bythe Law. TheLaw is
goodin that it brings us to the knowledge and uncderstanding that of our own ability, we caana
please God. The Law revedsto usthat we need the LORD Jesus Christ in our livesdally, for only
throughthe Truth, can we please God.

The morewetry to pease God by ou goodworks, the more we redizethat we caand please
God. Therefore, because of this knowledge, which istaught by man (ead oreteading his brother
and hisneighba to know the LORD), we put ourselves in bondige ayain to rules and regulations.
Under rules and regulations, we will never be free

Jesus poke of theletter of the Law, when He said, “ Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisess,
hypocrites! for ye make clean the outside of the aup and of the platter, but within they are full
of extortion and excess' (Matt. 23:25). The Law only works from the outside. It triesto change the
way peoplelive asthey are seen by dhers. The Law does nat changetheinside. It istheinside of a
personthat must first be dhanged, before the outside. If that whichisinsideis gill corrupt that which
isonthe outside will not become alasting change.

Thisis e clealy all throughou the Scriptures. The principle of the seed and dant is used
many times in the Scriptures. Whatsoever is the source of the seed will be reveded by the fruit that
is produced bythe plant. The plant is dependant uponthe sead by which it had its beginning. The
life of the plant isin the seed. The life of the plant flows throughthe stem, into the branches, and
produces fruit, which isidenticd to the seal that was planted.

It isa complete reproduction d that which isontheinside, nat that which is onthe outside.
God works from the inside, and religion, rules and regulations work from the outside (from the
mind).

If the inside is nat changed, what is on the outside will only be temporal. For a seel to
produce ancther sedl like unto itself, that seed must die, and a new plant must come from the dead
seal. Thisisan operation from inside, not from the outside.

Religion, rules and regulations, work from the outside. But God works from the inside. God
begins with anew birth. This new birth must be in Christ Jesus. This new birth isborn of the Word
of God, andthe Holy Spirit (1 Peter 1:23, John 36,7).



Thisnew birth is“spiritual” nat natural. All thingsthat exist began in the spiritual redm, not
the natural redm. Before the aedion d heaven and eath, there was God. John 11-3 says,

In the beginning wasthe Word, and the Word waswith God, and the Word was God.

Hewasin the beginning with God.

All thingswere made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made.

(NKJV)

The LORD isthe beginning d al things. Withou the LORD in ou lives, we caand inherit eterna
life. Withou the LORD we caana be saved.

The beginning d eternal life takes placein ou spirit, not our flesh, not our mind. In the new
birth, life begins by recaving anew spirit (Ezek. 36:26). This new spirit isthe dwelling daceof God
the Father andthe Son. Thisisan inward hbirth, nat an ouward hirth. It beginsin ou spirit, and from
our spirit, God changes our outward man.

The New Testament isfocused uponthe inward man o the heat, not the outward man o the
flesh. What the law could na do, God dd for usin Christ Jesus.

If Christians would focus uponwhat God is doing from the inside, the outside will change
to belike that which isonthe insde. We shoud be teading Christianswhothey arein Christ Jesus,
and how that God wants to change everythingin their livesfor their good God stotal plan for man
isreveded in 1 Corinthians, Chapter Fifteen. The turning pant from the beginning d that Chapter
isin verse forty-nine, which says, “ And aswe have bor netheimage of the earthy, we shall also
bear theimage of the heavenly.”

Thisisthe aswer to all the needs of everyone born into thisworld. What man could nad do,
Godisdaingfor usin Christ Jesus. To try to change a person from the outside, by religion, or rules
andregulations, will not work. It never did work and rever will work. But to submit to the leading
of the Holy Spirit, and let God make the changes from the inside, from within ou spirit will result
in peace adjoy, and eternd life.

When we focus onthe New Testament, God will change our livesfrom theinside out. If we
focus uponthe Old Testament law and try to help athers by teading from the Old Testament law,
wewill seesome tempora changes. But these dhangeswill not last. Many times, we may think we
are helping them. Aslongas they obey the rules and regulation, it will | ook goodin the outward
appeaance, but theinsideis nat changed. Man canna change the inside. Only God can change the
inside of man.

Asyeasgo by, many do thase whom we may think were danged by teading from the Old
Testament law will dowly drift away. One by orethey leave and we may na seethem anymore. The
changes that we make by teading then ouselves, will only be temporal.

But, when God gets inside, and changes a person from the inside by the preating d “the
Gospel of Jesus Christ, and Himself Crucified,” we will seelasting changes. It is that which
continues until the end that will be saved. Those who turn away, once they have mme to the
knowledge of the Truth, could bein danger to say the least.

It'simportant to understand spiritual things. God works from the spiritual redm, drawing
people to Jesus Christ, His Son. Satan also works from the spiritual redm, drawing people avay
from the Truth which isin Christ Jesus.

It saysin Philippians 2:13, “ For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do o
his goad pleasure.” God works from within ou spirit. Satan works from our minds, trying to



control what we think and what we do acarding to the flesh. God works from the top davn. Satan
works from the bottom up. The top pantsto heaven, the bottom paintsto hell. The spirit of manis
from God. The flesh of man isfrom the eath.

We must lean to separate that which is of the flesh from that which is of the spirit. Galatians
5:17 says, “theflesh lusteth aganst the Spirit, and the Spirit aganst the flesh: and theseare
contrary the oneto the other: so that ye @nnot do thethingsthat yewould.” Jesus sid in John
3:6, “ That which isborn of the flesh isflesh; and that which isborn of the Spirit is girit.”

Christians need to lean the diff erence between the flesh and the spirit, the diff erence between
that which isfrom God and that which is from the devil. We caana walk with God and walk after
the flesh at the same time. We must lean to walk after the Spirit, and nd after the flesh, not
acording to our mind, but acording the Word of God in the New Testament. The Holy Spirit
aways leads us acrding to the Word of God, which isreveded in the New Testament.

The complete Old Testament isthe foundation o the New Testament. It islike ahouse that
is built upona foundition. The foundition is under the building, holding the building up The
foundation extends into the ground A goodfoundition gaesway dowvnin the eath urtil it restsupan
solid rock. If the foundationisnat resting uponsold rock it can be moved and may nat stand when
the wind and rain come.

Y et, the house we live in is abowve the foundition. We do nd livein the foundation. Welive
in the house which is built uponthe foundation.

Our lifeisnat of thisworld. Our lifeisfrom abowve, nat from below. We must look uptoward
heaven, not down at the foundition upornwhich we came from. We began in the foundition, but we
must arise éove the founcition. Only those who have eyesto see and easto hea will understand
the diff erence between the Old Testament law and the New Testament. We caana change peoples
lives, we can only lead them to the giver of life, and let God change them from the inside out, not
from the outside in.

The Difference
Between the New and the Old?

The Old Testament was the foundation for the New Testament. In the Old Testament the
children of Israd were dhosen by the LORD to be His people. In Genesis 12:7 it says, “And the
LORD appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will | givethisland ...” The LORD chose
the dnildren of Israd becaise of Abraham. In Genesis 13:15the LORD said to Abraham, “For all
theland which thou seest, to theewill | giveit, and to thy seed for ever.” Then the LORD added
to that by saying, “And | will make thy seal as the dust of the erth: so that if a man can
number the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered.”

Aswe study the Scriptures of the Old Testament, the LORD was kegping His covenant that
He made with Abraham. The dildren o Israd were nat children of God, they were the seed of
Abraham. They were & the dust of the eath. They were living souls, eathly, of the eath (1 Cor.
15.45-48).

They were still “in Adam,” nore of them were “in Christ.” They were born of the flesh, but
not of the Spirit (John3:6). They were dhasen bythe LORD in Abraham, because of a cvenant the
LORD made with Abraham. They lived in the flesh and walked after the flesh.

7



In comparison, let uslook at someimportant fads concerning the New Testament. In Daniel
2:44 1t says, “ And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which
shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not beleft to ather people, but it shall break
in piecesand consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.” Herewe can seethat “the
kingdom of God” did na come urtil the fourth kingdam beginning with the Babylonian captivity
(which was the Roman captivity).

Oneimportant fad concerning the New Testament is “the kingdam of Godis here on eath”
aswell asin heaven. Y et the kingdam of God dd nd cometo eath urtil after Jesus died and arose
again from the dead. Jesus sid in Luke 22:18, “1 will not drink of thefruit of the vine, until the
kingdom of God shall come.” At that time (when Jesus $oke these words), the kingdam of God
had nat yet come. Y et, Jesus did drink o the fruit of the vine with His disciples during the forty-days
following Hisresurredion. In Acts 10:41 it talks abou Jesus and hisdisciples, sayingthat they, “ did
eat and drink with him after he rose from the dead.” The kingdan of God came dter Jesus
resurredion.

The complete New Testament is based uponthe deah and resurredion d Jesus Christ,
whereby, the kingdam of God came down to eath and nav dwellsin all thase who are born again.
Thereisamajor difference between a personwhois born again and ore whoisnot born again. In
1 Corinthians 15:22 it says, “ For asin Adam all die, even soin Christ shall all be made alive.”

What man could na doin the flesh, God does for those who are “in Christ.” Man could na
save himself. The Law could nd justify man. In the kingdanm of God, all who kelieve aejustified
by Jesus Christ (Acts 13:38-39).

In the new birth, people become true dildren of God by a seand hrth. In the New
Testament, those who are chosen by God are true dhildren of God. They are nat of this world, but
born of the Word of God and the Holy Spirit (1 Peter 1:23, John 36).

In the Old Testament there was a cvenant made with Abraham, which included all those
who walked by faith. These were acording to the stars of heaven (Gen. 15:5). Yet, nore of the
children of Israd were born again, or baptized in the Holy Spirit. This could na happen urtil after
Jesus was glorified throughHis deah and resurredion (John 739).

Now spe&king d the cmplete Bible, the major diff erence between the Old Testament and
the New Testament is the new birth and the baptism in the Holy Spirit. Without the new birth and
the baptism in the Holy Spirit, we ae no dff erent than the children of Israd in the Old Testament.

Why do Christians gill want to go kad to live like the diildren of I1srad lived in the Old
Testament? Why go kadk to walking after the flesh when God' s desire is that we walk after the
Spirit?

In the Old Testament times many dd walk by faith, and thereby they were justified. Romans
4:2 says, “For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to dory; but not before
God.” Abraham was justified by faith, not by works. Romans 4:3 says, “For what saith the
scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness” Becaise
of Abraham’ sfaith, it was counted urto him for righteousness It was nat Abraham'’ srighteousness
it was the LORD’ S righteousnesswhich was imputed uponAbraham (Rom. 4:22).

In the New Testament we have justification byfaith, but now we can also “walk after the
Spirit” and na after the flesh. Thiswas nat a part of the Old Testament. Walking after the Spirit is
amuch better plan than walking after the flesh. God is not pleased with those who walk after the



flesh. Romans 8:5 says, “For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but
they that are after the Spirit thethings of the Spirit.” Walking after the flesh isthe same & being
“carnally mind.” In Romans 8:6,7 it says,

For to be arnally minded isdeath; but to be spiritually minded islife and peace

Beause the carnal mind isenmity aganst God: for it isnot subjed to thelaw of God,

neither indeed can be.

The New Covenant gives usthe oppatunity to walk after the Spirit and nd after the flesh. We serve
God from our spirit, not from our mind. In Romans 1:9, Paul makes mention d this by saying, “ For
God is my witness whom | serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son...”

Thefirst four books of the New Testament are cdled “the Gospels’ (good rews). The goad
news of the New Testament is much better than the Old Testament. Therefore, Christians neal to
understand the diff erence between the New Testament and the Old Testament.

In the Old Testament, people were kill ed when they did na obey the LORD. Nations were
destroyed, even thelittl e dnildren (1 Sam. 15:3). But in the New Testament it isnat that way. In Luke
9:54, James and Johncameto Jesus sying, “Lord, wilt thou that we cmmmand fire to come down
from heaven, and consume them, even as Elias did?” Jesus answered them, saying, “ Y e know
not what manner of spirit yeare of... For the Son of man isnot cometo destroy men'slives, but
tosavethem...” (Luke 9:55,56). Godisnat for killi ng anyore in the New Covenant. That was Old
Testament, the Old is now passed away and the New Testament is now in full operation.

In ancther case in John 83-11 the Pharisees brough a woman to Jesus, which they caught
in the ad of adultery, tempting Him. They said to Jesus, “ Master, this woman was taken in
adultery, in thevery act... Now Mosesin thelaw commanded us, that such should be stoned:
but what sayest thou?” (John 84,5). When Jesus answered them, He said to them, “He that is
without sin among yau, let him first cast a stone at her” (John 87). After the Pharisees|eft, Jesus
said to the woman, “ Neither do | condemn thee go, and sin no more” (John 811).

In the New Testament, we ae nat to condemn anyore. We aeto preat the gospel, and get
them set freeof whatsoever is binding them. Everyone must be set freeof anything and everything
that the spirits of thisworld hdd them in bondge to.

God is not condemning anyore in the New Testament. God is stting people free of all
bondge to any o the works of the enemy. People andemn themselves by na believing onthe name
of (Jesus) the Son d God (John 316-18).

Religion, rules and regulations, operate by the spirits of thisworld, and they put peoplein
bondge. They work throughthe minds of people, including Spirit-fill ed Christians. This operation
works from the outside of man. The Holy Spirit works from the spirits of people, working from the
inside. If there is no change onthe inside of a person, the changes made from the outside will not
succeael in setting a person freeof the spirits of this world.

Even amongmany Christian churchestoday, there ae spiritsworkingto bring Christiansinto
bondge. They make rules and regulations that kegp Christiansin bonage. They compel andrequire
certain rules and regulations that even those isauing these rules and regulations canna keep. In Acts
15:28,29 the gostles made this datement concerning the Gentiles who come to Christ. It says,

For it seemed goad to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden

than these necessary things,

That ye abstain from meats offered toidols, and from blood, and from things grangled,



and from fornication: from which if ye keep your selves, ye shall do well. Fare ye well.
The apostles at that time, who krew how to hea from the Holy Spirit said, “it seamed goad to the
Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you no geater burden than these necessary things.”
Therefore, the Holy Spirit wasin onthat deasion, not to lay any greder burden uponthe Gentiles
then those four things.

When Christians lay gredaer burdens upon dher Christians, the Holy Spirit isnot in onit.
Burdenslaid upona person only kegos them from being free Burdens open the doar for the spirits
of thisworld to control what people do.

The Holy Spirit isnot a controlli ng Spirit. Godislove, and al things are dorein love, nat
pladng burdens upon Christians. God rever forces anyore to do anything. God leals, guides,
comforts, teades, and helps Christians to dothe will of God.

Phili ppians 2:13 says, “ For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do o his
godd pleasure.” Godworks with Christians from within them, from their spirit. Satan works from
outside, from the mind. Satan pus people in bondge, andthe Holy Spirit sets them freeof bondage.

There are many teatings of men today among Christian churches, putting ahers into
bondge, and compelli ng them to obey their rulesand regulations. Thisisnat of God. God daes not
compel anyoreto doanything. God pus Hislawsin Christians minds and writesthem in their heats
that they know and doHiswill (Heb. 8:10).

From within ou spirit, we know the laws of God and the will of God. We ae never forced
to obey, for God orly receves that which we do d our own freewill . Love is the motive for the
whole New Testament.

The New Testament operation is different than the Old Testament operation. In the Old
Testament, people taught people to know the LORD. Asone example, The LORD chaose the tribe
of Levi in paceof thefirstborn of every family to serve Him. The Levites were chosen bythe LORD
to doall the service of the LORD andto tead the people (Num. 3:12). That was a part of the Law
given by Moses. But, in Jeremiah 31:31-34 it says,

Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that | will make a new covenant with the house

of Israel, and with the house of Judah:

Not according to the covenant that | madewith their fathersin the day that | took them

by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake,

although | was an husband unto them, saith the LORD:

But this dall be the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel; After those

days, saith the LORD, | will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their

hearts; and will betheir God, and they shall be my people.

And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother,

saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the

greatest of them, saith the LORD: for | will forgivetheir iniquity, and | will remember
their sin no more.
In the New Testament, people ae not sent to tead people to know the LORD. This will seem
somewhat diff erent from most Christians have been taught. But, thisis God s Word to Christians.
The LORD, by way of the Holy Spirit is going to tead Christians to knav the LORD. He isgoing
to pu Hislawsin their inward parts (or minds asit saysin Hebrews 8:10), and write them in their
heats. Godis goingto bethe God d Christians, and nore other will be their God. God, meaning
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“supreme in pawer, authority, and ability.”

Jesus said in John 645, “It iswritten in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of
God...” InJohn 1426 Jesus said, “ But the Comforter, which isthe Holy Ghost, whom the Father
will send in my name, he shall teach you all things...” InJohn 1613, Jesus sid, “Howbeit when
he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into dl truth: for he shall not speak of
himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to
come.” In 1John 227it says, “ But the anointing which ye have receved of him abideth in you,
and ye nedal not that any man teach you: but asthe same anointing teacheth you of all things,
and istruth, and isnolie, and even asit hath taught you, ye shall abidein him.”

How doesthe Holy Spirit tead the children of God? From within ou spirit the Holy Spirit
leads, guides, comforts, helps, and teadies us. Y et, the Holy Spirit can do \ery littl e withou the
written Word of God. Therefore, as it saysin Phili ppians 2:13, “it is God which worketh in you
both towill and to do of hisgoad pleasure.” From within us, the Holy Spirit draws usto the Word
of God, whereby He can gve us revelation d the Word of God, that we might do that which is
pleasingto God.

When werea o studythe Word of God, it’snot our own ideg it’sthe leading o the Holy
Spirit. When we study a even hea the Word of God, the Holy Spirit bringsto ou attention thase
things which He knows we need to understand. When the Holy Spirit leads usto read or hea the
written Word of God, He then gves us revelation o what it truly means, not acording to man’s
wisdom but acaording to the wisdom of God.

Christians dori t need someone to tead them the Law, for the Holy Spirit will guide them
to rea, study, and hea the written Word, espeaally the New Testament. Aswe rea, study a hea
the written Word, the Holy Spirit gives us understanding, by the wisdom of God, not the wisdom of
men.

The Holy Spirit works with Christians diff erently then people work with people. The Holy
Spirit bringsrevelation knawvledge to Christians, not intellecdual knowledge. The Holy Spirit draws
our attentionto thase things He knows we need to understand. Not what we want to know, but what
He wants usto know.

There are many ways the Holy Spirit worksin the Word of God to tead the children of God.
Sometimes, He puts the desire in usto read in the Scriptures. Then when we open ou Bibles, He
draws our attention to certain passages, that we need to see cetain parts of. Many times, the Holy
Spirit will bring us badk to the same passage, and reved to us mething that we never understood
before.

Sometimes the Holy Spirit will bring certain passages to ou mind even when we ae not
reading, studying, or heaingthe Word o God. ThisHe does s that we get bad into the Scriptures
and seesomething, and lean somethingwe did na know before. And sometimes only to remind us
of what we leaned alongtime ayo and have overlooked what we dready knew from the Word of
God.

There ae numerous ways the Holy Spirit usesto tead usthe Word of God. If we love the
LORD, then we dso have alove for the written Word of God. We caana love the LORD withou
having alove for the written Word of God. The LORD and the Word of God are one in the same.
Y ou canna separate them, one from the other.

Hebrews 4:12tells us, “For theword of God is quick, and powerful, and shar per than
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any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of thejoints
and marr ow, and isadiscerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” When the Holy Spirit
isleading and teading us from the written Word of God He makes changesin ou inner being that
we uncerstand the love of God and that changes the thougtts and intents or our heat.

It is the love of God that changes us from the inside, not the teading o men that try to
change us from the outside. The Spirit of God works from our spirit, whereas men work from our
minds. That which God daes from our spirit causes changesin the way we think, and in what we do
acardingto thewill of God, not ac@rdingto the will of man.

Many people in the position d ministry today want to doGod s work for Him. So they try
to change people by the teadings of men. It looks likeisworks sometimes, but in the end, it usually
fails. Godislove. And only God can change peopleslivesto flow with God. Religiontries but will
alwaysfaill. When God daesit Hisway, it always works.

When the Holy Spirit draws Christians to read o hea the Word of God, espeaally baby
Chrigtians, He usualy startswith the four gospels, where Jesus did the teating. The more they love
the LORD, the more they see dangesin their livesto resist the devil and sin, and follow Jesus.

As Christians mature in the LORD whil e being taught by the Holy Spirit, they enjoy reading
and heaingthe Word o Godfrom Acts, the Epistles, and Revelation. In these books the Holy Spirit
addsto their understanding the teadings from the Word of God. Asit saysin 2Timothy 316, “ All
scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproadf, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness” It isthe Holy Spirit that does the teadingin these
areas of aChristian’slife.

When peopletry to tead the Scriptures for the purpose of doctrine, reproof, corredion, and
instruction, thereis an element of rebelli on. The spirits of thisworld injed thoughsin the minds of
Christians and they cause rebelli on. These things canna be taught by the natural mind. They must
be witnessed by the Spirit. When there is no witnessin the spirit, rebellion takes roat in the
individual, and they turn away from God, nat to God.

How doesthe Holy Spirit use thase who are cdl ed to the ministry to help tead athers? It is
dore by the inspiration d the Holy Spirit, working in and throughthe individual that God has
anointed to do the spe&king. It is interesting to understand what the Holy Spirit is sying in 1
Corinthians 14:1, which says, “ Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts, but rather that
ye may prophesy.” Those who have been taught by men, do nd understand what the Holy Spirit
inspired the goostle Paul to write in thisverse. When it says, “but rather that ye may prophesy,”
it means “that you would spe&k as the Holy Spirit gives you the utterance.”

All ministry work is to be dore by the Holy Spirit working throughthe individual. No
ministry work isto be dore by the natural man from his natural mind. It shoud be by the unction o
the Holy Spirit.

The teadings of men have caised many to try to dothe work of the ministry by their own
ability, working from their mind. That is Old Testament, not New Testament.

In the New Testament, the Holy Spirit is the teater, and He teates us from our spirit, not
our mind. He teades by His ability, not man’s ability. When He anoints ssmeone with a ministry
gift, He controlsthat gift Himself.

The true anointing daes not operate withou the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit must be
invaved for the true anointing to operate. The true anointing daes not work outside of the written
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Word o God.

Notice something d importance between the Old Covenant and the New Covenant. In the
gospel of John, it says,

In the beginning wasthe Word, and the Word waswith God, and the Word was God.

Hewasin the beginning with God.

All thingswere made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made.

(John 11-3, NKJV)

These verses are explainingthat in the beginning was the Word of God, Whois Jsus Christ. Jesus
isthe Word of God. The Word of Godis Fsus.

Jesus creded all things, andin the beginning, nothing was creaed that was not creded by
Jesus. Jesus comes before dl things. The Word of God comes before dl things. Withou the Word
of Godthis cregionwould na exist. Withou the Word of God, man would na exist, for man was
creged by the Word o God. “ In the beginning wasthe Word,” andthe Holy Spirit aways foll ows
the Word of God.

First, Jesus came into this world, manifest in the flesh, born o the Word of God and the Holy
Spirit (1 Peter 1:23). The Word of God hed already gore forth into thisworld, concerning the birth
of Jesus, born of avirgin, etc. Once the Word had gore forth, the Holy Spirit could come and
manifest that which was written. Jesus could na have been ban o avirgin, had na the Word of
God been first written in the Old Testament. The Holy Spirit can oy manifest that which is
written....

When Christians understand this, then they will bein apasitionto receve “revelationfrom
the written Word of God.” The Holy Spirit canna come before the Word of God, and in the New
Testament espedaly, He caana manifest anythingwhich is not already written.

Sewndy, the Holy Spirit canna indwell in anyore whoisnat first born again of the Word
and the Spirit. Those who are nat truly born again, canna receve the Holy Spirit into their spirit.
It iswritten in Ezekiel 36:26,27,

A new heart alsowill | giveyou, and a new spirit will 1 put within you: and | will take

away the stony heart out of your flesh, and | will giveyou an heart of flesh.

And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall

kee my judgments, and do them.

First a person must recave “a new heart and a new spirit” before God can pu His Holy Spirit
within them. This was written in the Old Testament, therefore, the Holy Spirit could come and
indwell i n the spirits of Christians, but not in those who are not born again.

Jesus sid in John 167, “ Nevertheless Itell you thetruth; It isexpedient for you that |
goaway: for if | gonot away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if | depart, | will send
him unto you.” The Holy Spirt could na come and indwell i n the spirits of Jesus’ disciples urtil
after Jesus arose gain from the dead. Jesus is the firstborn from the deal. Jesus is Christ, the
anointed, risen Word of God. Jesus died and arose again from the dead acarding to the written
Word of God.

Understand this iritual truth: Jesus was the Son d God from the beginning. Jesus was the
Word of God from the beginning. Jesus was the LORD God all throughou the Old Testament. Jesus
creded al things, including everything listed in Genesis, Chapter One and Two. “ All thingswere
made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made” (John 13).
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At the same time, Jesus was not “Jesus,” until He was born into this world as a man, born
of avirgin. Jesus became “Jesus’ acoording to the written Word of God, when the Holy Spirit caused
His conceptionin Mary.

Following that, Jesus did nad beame “Christ” until after He recaved the Holy Spirit
foll owing His water baptism by Johnthe Baptist. Jesus was abou thirty yeas old when He becane
“Christ,” the Anointed One. He was always the Son d God. He was always the Word of God. He
was alwaysthe LORD God. But, He did na become “Jesus’ until He was born into thisworld asa
man in the flesh. He did na become “ Christ” until He was anainted with the Holy Spirit at abou the
age of thirty.

In the beginning Jesus was cdl ed the Word of God. After His deah andresurredionHeis
still the Word of God, the Son d God, the LORD, Jesus, Christ, etc. Jesus never lost anything that
was once His acording to the Word of God.

Once Jesus died and arose ggain from the dead, He becane Chrigt, “the head of the body d
Christ.” Christ is the beginning d a new creaure. Adam was the first man (old creaure). Christ
becane the Seaond Adam (man), the Onein which al thase who are in Christ become apart of His
body.

Christ isthe Anainted One, and al those in Christ can also be anointed with the same Holy
Spirit that Jesus was anointed with. It’s the same Holy Spirit that Christians can also recave.

No one mud beame barn again urtil after Jesus becanethefirstborn from the dead. No ore
canrecevetheindwdling d the Holy Spirit before they are born again. Therefore, Jesus sid in John
16:7, “Nevertheless Itell you thetruth; It isexpedient for you that | go avay: for if | gonot
away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if | depart, I will send him unto you.” This
indwelli ng of the Holy Spirit, the anainting d the Holy Spirit was nat avail able to those of the Old
Testament. These things are only avail able to thase of the New Testament.

In the New Testament, we can beacome “anew creaure in Christ.” We can become anointed
with the Holy Spirit. We can receve the power of Godin our livesto live like Jesus lived. We can
walk like Jesus walked. We can talk like Jesus talked.

Y et, there is one requirement concerning all these things, that we doit just as ksusdid it. It
must be the Holy Spirit working through s just as He worked throughJesus.

It must be the will of God, nat the will of man. It must be the Holy Spirit, nat some other
spirit. It must be from our spirit, not from our mind.

We must follow Jesus' instructions, written in the Gospels and explained further in the
Epistles. Unlesswe deny ouselves, we caana walk like Jesus walked. Unlesswe do“only the wil |
of Godthe Father,” we caana walk like Jesus walked. Unlesswe pick up ou crossand follow Jesus
example, we caana be one of His disciples.

It must be the Holy Spirit working in us andthrough s, otherwise it is counterfeit (another
spirit). There ae many spirits manifesting in gred signs and wonders within the Churches today.
These are not the Holy Spirit, they are sent by the devil to lead Christians away from the true
anointing.

We canna serve other spirits and God at the same time. God canna have fell owship with
other spirits. God can orly have fell owship with those who foll ow the leading d the Holy Spirit.

Thisiswhat the New Testament isall abou. It isour preparationfor eternity. In Heaven, the
people that will be there aethosewhowill follow theleading d the Holy Spirit. We must know the
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diff erence between the Holy Spirit and aher spirits.

WALK AFTER THE SPIRIT

In Romans 8:14 says, “ For asmany asare led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of
God.” Walking after the Spirit and led by the Spirit are the same thing. We caana walk after the
Spirit of God uriesswe ae led bythe Spirit of God.

Thereisalot of informationin Romans, chapter eight concerning walking after the Spirit.
The first eight verses compare walking after the Spirit with walking after the flesh. Why this
comparison? Simply, because walking after the Spirit is the oppasite of walking after the flesh.
Galatians 5:17 says, “the flesh lusteth aganst the Spirit, and the Spirit aganst the flesh: and
these are contrary theoneto the other: so that ye annot do thethingsthat ye would.”

Christians canna do the things that the flesh wants to doand walk after the Spirit of God at
the same time. One is the oppasite of the other.

How do we know what is of the flesh and what is of the Spirit? We can orly know the
differenceby revelation d the Word of God gven to usfrom the Holy Spirit. In 1 Corinthians 2:14
it tells us, “...the natural man receaveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are
fodlishnessunto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.”

By the Word of God, we can know the diff erence when we foll ow the leading d the Holy
Spirit from within us. Those who do na have the Holy Spirit within them, canna know the things
of the Spirit. The discernment of spiritual things comes from within ou spirit, not from within our
mind.

So, how can we know the diff erence between that which is of the flesh and that which is of
the Spirit? The Scripture makesit very clea whichiswhich. Asit tellsusin Galatians 5:17, they are
oppasite of ead ather. But now look at John 36, which says, “ That which isborn of theflesh is
flesh; and that which isborn of the Spirit is irit.” These ae oppdasite of eat ather. Oneisborn
of the flesh. The other isborn of the Holy Spirit. Whatsoever is of man, is of the flesh. Whatsoever
isof Godis of the Spirit.

Everyonewhoisborninto thisworld isborn o theflesh. Thereisonly one personwhowas
born into thisworld that was not born o the flesh, and that is* Jesus of Nazaeth, the Son of God.”
Jesus' conceptionin Mary, was not by man, but by the Holy Spirit (Luke 1:31-35).

Jesus was withou sin, whereby everyone dse born into this world was born with sin and
deah resident in them (Rom.5:12). Adam and Eve were nat born into thisworld, they were aeded
withou sin, but they yielded owver to Satan and sin and deah entered into them and becamne resident
in them.

Everyone born into this world foll owing Adam and Eve were descendants of Adam and Eve
(except Jesus). Everyone cane out of Adam and Eve, just as a plant reproduces after its own kind,
so did man reproduce “dter hiskind” Genesis5:3 says, “And Adam lived an hundred and thirty
years, and begat a son in hisown likeness after hisimage; and called hisname Seth.” Seth was
nat born in the likenessand image of God, but in the likenessand image of Adam.

Inlsaiah 536, it tellsus, “ All we like sheegp have gone astray; we have turned every one
to hisown way...” That whichisborn of the flesh walks after the flesh... Before Jesus' deah and
resurrection, everyone (except Jesus), walked after the flesh, and went their own way. Not one
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person (other than Jesus) walked after the Spirit.

What happens when a person walks after the flesh? If we study Romans 7:14-24, the gostle
Paul used hmself as an example, telling ws that when we know what is good and want to do good
we find ouselves doing that which we know is nat good Therefore, of our own ability, we canna
walk after the Spirit. If we continueto walk after the flesh, we caana please God. Romans 8:7,8 tell s
us,

Beause the carnal mind isenmity aganst God: for it isnot subjed to thelaw of God,

neither indeed can be.

So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.

The New Testament talks abou two Adams. In 1 Corinthians 15:47 it tellsus, “ Thefirst man is of
the earth, earthy: the seamnd man isthe Lord from heaven.” In 1 Corinthians 15:22 it says, “ For
asin Adam all die, even soin Christ shall all be made alive.”

There are many who are still i n the first Adam. But thase who are born again are “in Christ”
(the seamnd Adam). We were in Adam, but when we were born again we passed from the first Adam
into the secmnd Adam, which is“Christ.” Look at Romans 8:9, which says, “ But ye are not in the
flesh, but in the Spirit, if so bethat the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not
the Spirit of Christ, heisnone of his.”

We are gtill t he same person as we were in the beginning, but we have dhanged our paosition.
We were in Adam, but now we ae “in Christ.” Thisis al awork of Godin ou lives. It is not
something we did of ourselves. John 113 says, “Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will
of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.”

God has made us anew credure “in Christ.” Thiswas awork of the Holy Spirit and nd of
man. We @uld na of ourselves become born again. It had to be awork of the Holy Spirit, not of
ourselves.

Just as when we were born into this world, we were babies in the flesh. We did na know
anything abou livingin the flesh. We had to lean and ke taught how to livein thisworld as a human
being. We had to continue to lean as we grew up from ababy to an adult. In ou leaning experience
we made many mistakes, which we paid the pricefor our mistakes.

Thisis the same in the new birth. When we ae born again of the Spirit, we ae babesin
Christ. We must lean to walk after the Spirit and nd after the flesh. We must grow up and mature
in Christ. Y et, there ae many who still make mistakes andthey do ay the pricefor their mistakes.

Onethingwonderful abou Godisthat we do nd haveto pay for the mistakes we make if we
repent and kelieve the gospel. For Jesus, Himself, paid the pricefor our mistakes. The payment was
already made dmost two-thousand yeas ago onthe Crossof Calvary. He paid the price that we
could be freeof our past mistakes. All our past mistakes “that we have repented of” are paid for and
forgotten by God.

But, what about our present mistakes and ou future mistakes. Arethey already paid for and
forgotten? The Bible tells us, they are paid for, “but not forgotten.” We must turn from our
mistakes, repent, and then they will be forgatten. In 1John 19 it says, “ If we @mnfessour sins, he
isfaithful and just to forgive usour sins, and to cleanse usfrom all unrighteousness” But then
in the next verse it says, “ If we say that we have not sinned, we make him aliar, and hisword
isnot in us” Godisnat aliar, but if we make Him aliar in what we do, He will nat cleanse us from
al sin.
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There are many Christians today, walking after the flesh and nd after the Spirit. Not only
that, but many who say they are pastors, prophets, and apaostles, are still walking after the flesh and
naot after the Spirit.

Therefore, it is important that we lean to walk after the Spirit, and nd after the flesh.
Galatians 6:7,8 says,

Be not deceved; God isnot mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also

reap.

For hethat soweth to hisflesh shall of theflesh reap corr uption; but hethat soweth to

the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.

We must not sow to the flesh. We must sow to the Spirit. All that we have, al that we will ever be
is dependant uponwhich ore we sow to, the flesh or the Spirit?

How dowe know if we ae sowingto the flesh or the Spirit? It is Smple, when we receve
revelation from the Word of God. The world walks after the flesh. They do nd know any dff erent.
They dowhat they know, and what they have been taught by the world. What the world dcesis of
the flesh.

The flesh and the Spirit are oppasite of ead ather, therefore, the Word of God tell s us,

Love not theworld, neither thethingsthat are in theworld. If any man love theworld,

thelove of the Father isnot in him.

For all that isin theworld, thelust of theflesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride

of life, isnot of the Father, but is of the world.

And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God

abideth for ever. (1 John 215-17).

There are many pacesin the New Testament that tell usthis same thing. In Phili ppians 3:17-19, Paul
writes,

Brethren, be followerstogether of me, and mark them which walk so asye have usfor

an ensample.

(For many walk, of whom | have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that

they are the enemies of the crossof Christ:

Whose end isdestruction, whose God istheir belly, and whose glory isin their shame,

who mind earthly things.)

It is sad, when we seeso many in the pasitions of pastors, prophets, and apostles who “who mind
earthly things.” These ae walking after the flesh, and nd after the Spirit.

We canna love the world or the things that are in the world and follow the leading d the
Holy Spirit at the same time. The Holy Spirit will never lead us contrary to the written Word of God.
What is written, iswhat the Holy Spirit usesto lead us.

| dentifying the flesh and the Spirit

It isimportant that we learn how to identify that which is of the flesh and that which is of the
Spirit. There ae many waysto identify the diff erence between the two.

In1John4:1it tellsus, “ Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spiritswhether they
are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into theworld.” We must be very careful
of what we believe. It iseasier to believe theflesh than it isto believe the Holy Spirit. We aetaught
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intheworld, and bythe worlds s/stem to believe acording to what we seg and what we hea, dong
with all the other senses of our natural man. These can be very deceotive, beingthey are of the flesh.

Therefore, we are instructed to “ try the spiritswhether they are of God...” Thismeanstwo
things, not al the spirits are of God. To knaw if they are of God a not, we must try the spirits.
Certainly, when we try the spirits and find they are not of God, we shoud na follow after them.
Those whofollow after spiritsthat are nat of God, will easily be deceved by these very same spirits.

We areto try “every spirit,” not just the spirit of antichrist. How do we try the spirits? We
try the spirits by the words that a person spess. We ae nat told to try the person, but the spirits that
are influencing the person.

From what Jesus sid in John 663 we seethat words are spirit. Jesus sid, “ It isthe spirit
that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the wordsthat | speak unto you, they are spirit,
and they are life.” Jesus said, the Words that He spe&ks are spirit, and they arelife.

Understand, Jesus said, “words are spirit, not spirits.” Words travel throughou the entire
credion, even al the way from eath into heaven. But words are not spirits. Words control what
spirits do. Spirits are ntrolled by words.

What Jesus also said is, that it isthe Holy Spirit that bringslife to the Words that He spe&ks.
If the Holy Spirit does nat witnesswith the words that are spoken, then we shoud na believe them.
There must be awitnessin ou spirit to the words that are spoken. There must also be awitnessin
the written Word of Godto the words that are spoken. These two witnesss are necessary to establi sh
which spirit is ge&ing.

In1John 58it says, “ And there are threethat bear witnessin earth, the Spirit, and the
water, and the blood: and these three agree in one.” We know from the writings of the gostle
Johnthat the word “water” in thisverseis ge&ing d the written Word of God, not liquid water.
(Those who have been deceaved by the flesh, and the natural mind will not understand this. Only
those whoreceave revelation from the Holy Spirit will understand that many times the goostle John
used the word water symbalicdly or figuratively, nat literaly).

Therefore, 1 John 58 istelling wsthat God hes given us threewitnesses here on eath, the
Holy Spirit, the written Word, and the blood d Jesus. These three witnesses replacethe Old
Testament witnesses of two o threemen (Deu. 17:6; 19:15).

There must be aminimum of two dof the threewitnesseslisted in 1John5:8. God rever tells
usto goby orly one witness There must always be & least two witnesses. That would mean, we
canna go orly by what is gpoken, withou the witnessof the Holy Spirit and the written Word of
God. Sometimes, we will also need the witnessof the blood d Jesus (in certain instances only).

If it isof the flesh, there will not be awitnessin ou spirit. Also, most of thetimewhenitis
of the flesh, the words goken will not agreewith the original writings of the Scriptures (that is the
Hebrew and the Greek). Engli sh trandations are not the original writings of the Scriptures and they
have many errors in them. We will nat receve awitness from the Holy Spirit to any English
trandations that do nd agreewith the Hebrew and the Greek.

When we hea words gpoken by someone that are quaations from some translation that is
in error, the Holy Spirit will alert us, that we know it isnat of God. That isawork of the Holy Spirit,
working for us from within our spirit.

If we continually study the written Word of God, and continue to pray in the Spirit, we wil |
beame very sensitive to the witnessof the Holy Spirit within us. In our spirit we will know when
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thereis somethingwrongwith what was said. Let me give one example of what the Holy Spirit will
do when you hea someone say something that does not agreewith the original inspired written
Word of God.

One day | was li stening to someone teading from the Bible mncerning the threeparts of
man, “spirit, soul, and body” Then a statement was made, something like this, “According to John
424, Godis a Spirit, therefore, man being creaed in the likenessand image of Godis also a spirit,
andhasasoul andlivesinabody.” When | head that, | got asick fedingin my spirit. | knew there
was mething wrongwith that statement.

Remember, we aeto try the spirits, if they are of God. We do nd try the person dangthe
spe&king, but we try the words that are spoken. Even thoughl knew that the statement was not
corred, | also knew that when the Holy Spirit gives me awitnessin my spirit | am to ched it out
with the written Word of God (which is one of the threewitnesses).

When | looked it upin the King James Version d the Bibleit did say, “ God isa Spirit: and
they that wor ship him must wor ship himin spirit and in truth.” But, when | looked it upin the
Greek, it didn't say that. In the Greek, it begins by saying“ God Spirit....” Thewords*®is’ and“a” are
nat in the Greek. In the New King James Version it was correded, and also a number of other
trandlations were mrred. In the New King James Versionit says “ God is Spirit, and those who
wor ship Him must wor ship in spirit and truth.” The New King James Versionleft out the word
“a” and aso the secondword “him.” These words were alded bythe trandators, andin this case the
translators of the King James Version made an error in their translation from the Greek to the
English.

What happens in the spirit redm is, that spirits cause people to tead things that are not
corred. Right alongwith this error in John 424, ancther error istaught from Luke 3:38, where the
King James Version says, “Which was the son of Enos, which was the son of Seth, which was
the son of Adam, which wasthe son of God.” Adam was not the son o God. That isan error in
trandating from the Greek to the English. The Greek says, “ which of Enos, which of Seth, which
of Adam, which of God.” Adam was not a son d God, he was a aeded being, creaed by the
LORD God.

Errorslike these caise many Christians to believe the eror, and nd the truth that the Holy
Spirit inspired in the original text. What the spirits of thisworld dg isthey usethese erorsto teah
their doctrine, which many who do nd study their Bibles, and do nad pray in the Spirit, believe their
teadings. These teatings are sometimes caled the doctrines of men (Col. 2:22). These ae
doctrines that are taught by those who do nd receave their information from the Holy Spirit, but
rather from men. Their information dees not come from the Holy Spirit, it comes from other spirits.
Thisis smilar to the time when Peter spokein Matthew 16:22, saying“...Beit far from thee Lord:
thisshall not be untothee” In Matthew 16:23it tell susthat Jesus*® ...turned, and said unto Peter,
Get theebehind me, Satan: thou art an offenceunto me: for thou savourest not thethingsthat
be of God, but those that be of men.” The spirit that Peter head from was nat from God.

We must be very careful which spirit we hea from. We canna go aroundteading what we
hea otherstead, unlesswefirst receve it from the Holy Spirit.

It is  important that we know what the Holy Spirit inspired in the writings of the original
Hebrew and Greek. We caina believe erery trandation. We must chedk out these tranglations
against the original. This does not mean we must learn to read Hebrew and Greek. The Holy Spirit
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knows what we know and what we do nd know. If we ae cmmitted to foll ow after the Holy Spirit
and not after the flesh, He will alert uswhen weread in some tranglations that which isnot corred.

We must try the spirits, if they are of God. Those teadingsthat do nd agreewith the original
inspired Word of God are of other spirits, not the Holy Spirit.

Ancther way the spirits of this world, working throughthe flesh manifest isin teading a
doctrine, using a Scripture that has nothing to dowith what they teat. There ae many of these
teadings within the Body d Christ.

One example, isusing Galatians 3:13,14 to teat onworldly prosperity. It saysin Galatians
3:1314,

Christ hath redeemed usfrom the aurse of the law, being made a cursefor us: for it is

written, Cursed isevery one that hangeth on atree:

That the blessng of Abraham might come on the Gentilesthrough Jesus Christ; that

we might receve the promise of the Spirit through faith.

What the spirit of error does, isit addsan “s’ to the word blesangin Galatians 3:14. It'snat in the
written Word, but it is oken bythase who teat thisdoctrine. In ather words, you will know the
spirit that is not of God bythe words people spe&k.

When someone addsan “s’ to theword bessng, it changes the inspired Word of God from
the singuar form to the plural form. This then all ows them to tead something that is not in that
Scripture verse. It changes the Word of God and makes the Word of God d noneffed. When this
isdore, the Holy Spirit canna bare awitnessto the words that are spoken.

The complete mntext of thisverse of Scripture is changed. The dhanging d thisby adding
an“s’ givesthe spirits of thisworld away to mislead Christians into thinking God wantsto bless
them with all the blesangs of the world. First of al, thisis contrary to 1 John 215-17 and alines
itself with what is oken abou Satan in Mark 4:18,19, which says,

And these are they which are sown among thorns; such ashear the word,

And the aresof thisworld, and the decetfulnessof riches, and the lusts of other things

entering in, choke theword, and it becometh unfruitful.
Jesus said, thisisawork of Satan, not awork of God.

The context of Galatians 3:14 is ge&king d “the blessng of Abraham,” which is“the
promise of the Spirit through faith.” Abraham had the Holy Spirit. Abraham was a prophet (Gen.
20:7). Jesus died onthe Cross and fulfill ed the Old Testament Law for those who were under the
Law. Then Jesus arose again from the dead that the Holy Spirit could come and dwell i n the spirits
of those who are born again, by them recaving the baptism in the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:4). The Holy
Spirit is“the blessng of Abraham” that shoud come uponthe Gentil es.

The gredest blessng anyore would receve dter they are born again, is the Holy Spirit,
dwellingin them. The Holy Spirit can manifest the written Word of Godin the lives of anyore who
will recave Him. The Holy Spirit is God onthis eath. He brings with Him all the power of the
Godhead. Thereis nothingimpossble for God, when the Holy Spirit manifests the Word of Godin
our lives.

The Holy Spirit brings the Word of God into manifestation. What man canna do, the Holy
Spirit can da All of the gifts of the Spirit mentioned in 1 Corinthians 12:7-11 operate acordingto
the will of God “as the Holy Spirit wills.” All of the anaintings in 1 Corinthians 12:28, and
Ephesians 4:11 are under the ntrol of the Holy Spirit. All of the works that Jesus did, before He
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went to the Crosswere anpowered by the Holy Spirit. When Jesus cast out devils, it was by the
power of the Holy Spirit that they came out (Matt. 12:28).

The blessng d Abraham spoken o in Galatians 3:14 isthe Holy Spirit. Anytime some uses
that verse of Scripture, sayingthe blessngs of Abraham were hisworldly, material blessngs, they
are spe&ing from the flesh, the Holy Spirit isnat involved in that kind d teading.

Any misquaing d Scriptureis aways from the flesh, by people who are walking after the
flesh and nd after the Spirit. When we walk after the Spirit, what we say and what we dowill aways
agreewith the inspired written Word of God. Just because something agrees with what it saysin
some trandation that does not mean it is of God. The Holy Spirit only beas a witnesswith the
inspired Word of God.

Another way to know if the spirit is of God, is when someone promisesto dosomething and
they do nd dowhat they promised. Thisisavery common operation d wrongspirits amongthase
who say they are cdl ed to the ministry. They promise they will med with you ona cetain day, and
at a cetain time, but they never show up a even cdl to tell youthey canna makeit. Their words
areidle words, spoken from their mind withou intentions of keegping their word.

If you pay attention to those who are under the influence of that spirit, youwill naticethat
it isa ommon accurrencein their life. It doesn’t just happen orcein awhile, it happens most of the
time. They make promises and rever keep their promises. Day after day, week after week, month
after month they make the same promises, but very seldom fulfill t heir promises.

What many Christians do not understand abou these spiritsisthat if you spendalot of time
with thase who are under the control of these spirits, you also could beaome under the control of the
same spirits. Youwill find youself doing the same thing as they are doing.

If it was the Holy Spirit working throughthe person who says they will be somewhere & a
cataintime, then they will be there. Godis God, and God rever lies. God keegps all His promises,
and never lets anyore wait without showing up ortime. Those who make promises and do no ke
their promises are walking after the flesh and nd after the Spirit.

As Christians, let uslean how to walk after the Spirit and nd after the flesh. Let uslive
acarding to the New Covenant, not aca@rding to the Old Covenant (which walked after the flesh).

For greder insight onthis sibjed, get the books“ Taught by God,” “ From My Spirit,” “ Life
in The Spirit,” “ Godis My Father,” * One Gospel,” etc. These bookas all freeby downloading from
our Internet Web sites.
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