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Introduction

Out of al the aeaures that the LORD God creaed, He gave man the adility to chocse
“eternal life” or “eternal deah.” All other credureslive and dewith nochoiceto choaose derndl life
or deah. Thiswasthefirst oppatunity given to man. It was given the first day that man lived upon
thiseath. Before dl other chaices, the dhoicebetween the treeof life and the treeof knowledge of
goodand evil was given to man.

Genesis 2.9 says, “...The tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of
knowledge of goad and evil.” Then in Genesis 2:16it says, “And the LORD God commanded
theman, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat.” The choicewas st before
man, to fredy ed of every treein the garden, including “the Tree of Life.”

Before Adam and Eve sinned in the garden of Eden, therewasin the garden the Treeof Life.
Why was this treein the garden? Mainly, becaise God hed a plan for mankind long tefore Adam
and Evewere aeded. God krew the endfrom the beginning. All of God splansfor this eath were
made and settled before the Spirit of God moved uponthe faceof the watersto separate the waters
from the dry land.

There are many things Christians houd knowv abou God and this credion. It'simportant
to understand, Godis not as concerned abou thisworld, as Heisabou the worldsto come. Godis
more concerned abou the new heavens andthe new eath that will come dter thiseath isdestroyed
by fire. In 2 Peter 3:10it says, “ But theday of the Lord will comeasathief in thenight; in the
which theheavens sall passaway with a great noise, and the dements sall melt with fervent
heat, the arth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.” This eath and
everything uponit will bedestroyed. 2Peter 3:12says, “ L ooking for and hasting unto the coming
of theday of God, wherein the heavensbeing on fire shall bedisslved, and the dements sall
melt with fervent heat?” Thiswill all happen just asit says in the Scriptures. Therefore, Godis
more interested in what isto come dter that. In 2Peter 3:13it says, “ Neverthelesswe, according
to hispromise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness”

For God, eternity isforever. It never ends... All that’ sonthiseathwill passaway. Therefore,
Godis nat as interested in that which will passaway as He is in that which will endure forever.
Therefore, havingforeknowledge (knowingall things, including all that will happen uporthiseath),
there was in the garden of Eden the Treeof Life.

God hasnat changed, and rever will change. Heisthe sametoday, as He was yesterday, and
will betomorrow. God has always known the end from the beginning. God is always, trying to get
peopleto believe HisWord and ke led by His Spirit, that He can prepare them for the new heavens
and the new eath that are still to come.

If we want to uncerstand what God has made known urto us throughou the ages, we must
use the ammpl ete Scriptures from Genesisthrough Revelation. Godis moreinterested in the Treeof
Life, than Heisintheworld o the things of thisworld. To seehow interested Godisinthisworld,
lookat what it saysin 1John 215" Lovenot theworld, neither thethingsthat are in theworld.
If any man lovetheworld, theloveof the Fatherisnot in him.” Thisworldisgoing to passaway,
andal that isinit. Godistelling us, “not to lovethisworld o the thingsthat arein theworld.”
Thenin 1John 216,17,He explains why?

For all that isin theworld, thelust of theflesh, and the lust of the e/es, and thepride
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of life, isnot of the Father, but is of theworld.

And theworld passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God

abideth for ever.

This shows us how much God cares abou thisworld and the things that arein thisworld. The only
thing God cares abou in thisworld is “people,” thase who will love Him, thase who will choose
Him abowe dl else.

It's nat easy to understand God with our natural mind. Our natural mind thinks the way the
world thinks. It does not seethingsthe way God seesthings. Godis moreinterested in “eternal life”
than Heisin “earthly life.” Take for instance Johnthe Baptist. Jesus said, Johnthe Baptist is the
gredest of al old testament prophets. Johnthe Baptist wastheforerunrer of Jesus, preparing theway
for the LORD to come. Johnthe Baptist did exadly what the LORD had chosen for him to do.He
fulfilled his cdli ng perfedly.

But lookat what happened to Johnthe Baptist. Hewasthrowninto prison,andthen beheaded
by Herod. His physicd life ended when he was only abou thirty yeasold. In ou natural mind we
could ask, why did God permit this to happen? Why didn't Jesus raise Johnthe Baptist from the
dead? He could have. Yet, Jesus did nahing to bring Johnthe Baptist bad to life dter Herod hed
him kill ed. Why? Because Godis more interested in “eternal life” than Heisin “earthly life.” John
the Baptist did what God had planned for him to do here on eath, and then he went on to spend
eternity in heaven.

No matter how we leave this eath, the most important thing to God s, that we believe His
Word and go to heaven when we leave. Godis not asinterested in thisworld as people ae. Godis
more interested in those who will do Hiswill, and then go oninto eternity in heaven, to enjoy the
new heavens and the new eath wherein righteousnessdwell s (2 Peter 3:13).

Jesus fully understood this. Jesus never took advantage of anyone to raise Himself up as
someone important, or to gain worldly possssons. Even when Satan dffered Him “all the
kingdoms of thisworld and the glory of them,” Jesus sid, “ Get theehence, Satan: for it is
written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve’ (Matt. 4:10).
John 615 tells us, “W hen Jesus therefore percaved that they would come and take him by
force,tomakehimaking,hedeparted agan into amountain himself alone.” First Satan off ered
Jesusthe kingdoms of thisworld and He refused. Then the Jewswanted to make Him their king and
He refused. Jesus knew this world will pass away, only that which includes “eternal life” is
important.

In 2 Corinthians4:18,the gaostle Paul wrote, “W hilewelook not at thethingswhich are
see, but at thethingswhich are not seen: for thethingswhich are seen are temporal; but the
thingswhich are not seen are eternal.” In 2 Corinthians 4:16, Paul wrote, “ For which cause we
faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man isrenewed day by day.”
In Phili ppians 1:21 Paul wrote, “ For to metoliveisChrist, and todieisgain.” Thenin verse 23
he wrote, “For | am in a strait betwixt two, having adesire to depart, and to bewith Christ;
which isfar better.” Paul said, it isfar better to leavethislife and ke with Christ, than anything on
thiseath.

Our gredest desire shoud be to be with Christ, to dothe will of God and then go spend
eternity with God. God wantsto prepare us for eternity, with Him, na to focus uponthisworld or
thethings of thisworld. As Christians, we need to get our eyes and aff ecion df thisworld, and on



the will of God. Hiswill i s eternity, na just thislife here onthis eath.

Lookwhat is saysin Isaiah 6517, For, behold, | create new heavens and a new earth:
and thefor mer shall not be remembered, nor comeintomind.” Alsolookat Isaiah 6622,which
says, “ For asthe new heavens and the new earth, which | will make, shall remain before me,
saith the LORD, so shall your seed and your nhame remain.” Then look a what Peter said in 2
Peter 3:13," Neverthelesswe, according to hispromise, look for new heavensand anew earth,
wherein dwelleth righteousness” Thenlookat what it saysin Revelation 211,“ And | saw anew
heaven and a new earth: for thefirst heaven and thefirst earth were passed away; and there
wasno more sea.” Godismoreinterested in what isto come, in the new heavensandthe new eath
then Heisin thislife onthis eath. That iswhy, in Colossans 3:1,2it says,

If yethen be risen with Christ, seek those thingswhich are above, where Christ sitteth

on the right hand of God.

Set your affedion on things above, not on thingson the arth.

We must be caeful where our affedions are, onthe things of thisworld, a onthose things which
are aowe.

Godwasawaystryingto get usto pu our affedionsonthethingsabowve. Alrealy in Genesis
2:9, 1t says, “Thetreeof life also in the midst of the garden...” Why was the Treeof Lifein the
midst of the garden even before Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden. Simply, becaise God
knew what His plans for man was. It was nat that man shoud live forever here oneath. It was that
man would ed of the Treeof Life, that the very life of God could flow through man. God wants to
live Hislife through man, taking total control of everything that man daes.

Godisnat interested inthasewhothink they can doGod swill from their natural mind,from
their own understanding. God is interested in those who will | et Him do His will from their spirit,
nat their mind. God wantsto bein control of everything we do, nd man ddang what he thinks God
wants him to do.That isareligious irit operating in the minds of people, including Spirit-fill ed
Christians. It isnot of God, it isof man.

TheTreeof Lifeoperatesby theWord of Godflowing through man by the power of the Holy
Spirit. The Treeof Life canna operate through man urtil apersonisbornagain o the Spirit andthe
Word. Jesus said in John 36, “...that which isborn of the Spirit is Pirit.” Peter wrote, “ Being
born agan, not of corr uptible seal, but of incorr uptible, by theword of God, which liveth and
abideth for ever.” Until aperson partakes of the Treeof Life, thelife of God canna flow through
them.

Adam could have eden of the Treeof Life, before he de of the treeof knowledge of good
and evil. Thearicdly, had Adam first eaten o the Tree of Life, before he ae of the tree of
knowledge of goodandevil, thevery life (zoe) of Godin hm would have overcome the deah which
came by the treeof knowledge of goodandevil. Thisisthearicd, bu that was nat the plan of God
from the foundition d the world.

Revelation 138 says, “...the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.” By God's
foreknowledge, He knew what Adam would doin the garden of Eden. It wasapart of Hisplan from
the foundition of the world. Just as God krew that Jesus would come into this world, ban of a
virgin, live, die, and raise aain from the deal, for our redemption, justificaion, savation,
sanctificaion,etc. God rever planned that manwould bejustified, saved, sanctified, etc. “ by hisown
adaions or by hisown goodworks.” God s plan never was that man would become righteous by the



works of the Law. God rever planned that man would oltain hisown right-standing with God by his
own goodworks. The Law could never replacethe new birth. The Law could never make aperson
hay. God was never looking for what man could do d his own ability, bu what God could do
through man by His ability.

There are two important things necessary for Godto work in our lives. It takesthe Word of
God andthe Holy Spirit to work in ou lives. Therefore, eding of the Treeof Lifeisfeeading onthe
Word of God, that the Holy Spirit can cause the Word (rhema) of Godto come divein us. Withou
the Word of God the Holy Spirit canna work. Withou the Holy Spirit, the Word of God is not
effedive. They both must work together, never separate of ead aher.

Asyourea thisbook, kegpinmind,God spurposefor “thetreeof life.” Wherever welook
throughou the Scriptures there is only one “Treeof Life.” There ae many times when the words
“tree”and“life” are used. But any time they are speing of “the Treeof Life,” they only spe&k of
“OneTree” Thisisimportant, for;

Thereisonebody, and one Spirit, even asye are called in one hope of your calling;

OnelLord, onefaith, one baptism,

OneGod and Father of all, whoisaboveall, and through all, and in you all (Eph. 44-6).

There is One Treg and God the Father isthe head dof that tree God the Father isthe source
and caretaker of “the Treeof Life.” Jesus explained thisin John 151,2,

| am thetruevine, and my Father isthe husbandman.

Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that

beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.
The “Treeof Life” hasits sosurcein God the Father.

Just as there is One true God of this creaion. That Godis “threein ore” (One Father, One
Lord, and One Holy Spirit). In 1 John 57 it tells us, “For there are three that bear record in
heaven, the Father, theWord, and theHoly Ghost: and thesethreeare one.” Thereisaso, orly
One body of Christ, which ismade up d many members, “For by one Spirit are we all baptized
into onebody...” (1 Cor. 1213). Yet, “the body isnot one member, but many” (1 Cor. 1214).
All who are “in Christ” are members of that “one body.” Therefore, the Treeof Life has many
“branches’ and the leares and the fruit of the branchesisfor the heding of the nations. Revelation
22:3 explains, “Inthemidst of thestreet of it, and on either side of the river, wastherethetree
of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves
of thetreewerefor the healing of the nations.”

Jesus explained the working of the Treeof Lifein John 15Hesaid, 1 am thevine, yeare
the branches: He that abideth in me, and | in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for
without meye @an do nothing” (John 155). Jesus also said,

...my Father isthe husbandman.

Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that

beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit (John 151,2).

In verse six, Jesus explained, “If a man abide not in me, heis cast forth as a branch, and is
withered; and men gather them, and cast them into thefire, and they are burned.”

Therefore, it isimportant that we understand “the Treeof Life” that was in the midst of the
garden o Eden. For, it isthe very life of God, dvellingin all whoarein Christ.

It'sony OneTreg OnelLife, OneGod,OnelLord, OneHoly Spirit, Onebody... Thereisonly



ONE... All whoarein Christ are One.

The Treeof Lifeisfor the One purpose; that, God can doHisgood peasure oneath asHe
doesin heaven. Jesus said in Matthew 6:9,10

After thismanner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed bethy

name.

Thy kingdom come. Thy will bedonein earth, asit isin heaven.

God has only “One Will,” that “He shoud be God owr al...” There should be “no aher gods’
among us. Satan must be cast out of our lives... We cannd let him have any placein ou lives. We
must “eat of thetree of life,” to continue to live forever.

Let noman decave you,

God isnot mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.

For hethat soweth to hisflesh shall of theflesh reap corr uption; but hethat soweth to

the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting (Gal. 6:7,8).

In Christ, “we ae One.” One body, One Spirit, One Life, Onefaith, One hope... That is, to
beal that God hes planned for usto be, “Hisvery own, in Him.” “For ye are dead, and your life
ishid with Christ in God” (Col. 3:3). “For it isGod which worketh in you both to will and to
do o hisgoad pleasure” (Phil. 2:13).

We must lean to be led by the Holy Spirit and live by faith. That is God's desire for His
children hereoneath. Don't be deceved by thase who love the world and the things of thisworld.
But Love the LORD your God with all your heat, mind, soul, and strength (Mark 12:30). Let the
Treeof Life producein you,andthrough youthe very life of Godthe Father, the Son,and the Holy
Spirit.

For moreinformation onthese subjeds, get thebooks“Lifeinthe Spirit,” “ Taught by God,
and “One Gospel” written by Merle E. Koepke. These books are freeby downloading them from
www. handsforjesus.org on the Internet.



TheTreeof Life

The Treeof Lifeismentioned aso in Revelation 27, wherethe LORD said, “ Hethat hath
an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith untothe churches; Tohimthat overcometh will | give
to eat of thetreeof life, which isin themidst of the paradise of God.” Thereis smething abou
this Treeof Life that shoud be of importanceto us. We should understand the Treeof Life, for it
is“in themidst of the paradise of God.” It wasin the Garden of Eden andit isin the paradise of
God. It must be important for the fruit of it is promised to those who overcome.

To understandtheimportanceof the Treeof Life, let uslookat Revelation 221,2which says,

And he shewed mea pure river of water of life, clear ascrystal, proceealing aut of the

throne of God and of the Lamb.

Inthe midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, wastherethetree of life,

which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves

of thetree werefor the healing of the nations.
Aswe look at these verses we will seethat thereis“a river of water of life...”

Before we can go any further, we must understand that Engli sh versions of the Bible do nd
give usa dea understanding of what this verse istalking abou. In the Greek there ae two words
used for “life” andit is very important to uncerstand the diff erence between them. The Greek word
“psuche” and the Greek word “zoe” are both translated “life” in the English. There is a mgor
diff erence between these two words, and they must be understoodto knowv what God is reveding
to ustoday.

PsucheintheGreekis“soul life, alivingsoul.” Manwascreded inthebeginningasa “living
soul” (Gen. 27, 1 Cor. 1545-47). Man is a living soul, living in a body of flesh and bores.
Therefore, maninthefleshiscadled “psuchikos’ in the Greek, meaning, “a living soul with abody
of flesh and bores.” The soul andthe body are not the same thing, but the soul was breahed into the
body of flesh by thebreah of the LORD God.Genesis2:7 says, “ And theL ORD God for med man
of thedust of theground, and breathed into hisnostrilsthe breath of life; and man became a
living soul.” If anyone tell sus man became “aliving spirit” they didn’t get it from the Holy Spirit,
they got that ideafrom man.

The soul contains our mind, ou will, our intelled, ou reasoning, and ou knowledge of
things pertaining to thisworld. Our soul is ableto contad the world and the things of thisworld as
well asthe spiritual redm andthethings of the spiritual redm. Our soul can communicaewith God
or Satan, angels or demons. Man isaliving soul, “psuche” in the Greek.

Thelife of a “living soul” manifestsin this world when it has abody of flesh and bores to
manifest through. Therefore, when Jesus said, “ That which isborn of theflesh isflesh...” InJohn
3:6, He was talking abou a human being born into this world. That which was born of the flesh
included “a living soul.” That whichisborn of the flesh, thinkslike the flesh, livesliketheflesh,is
interested in the flesh, walks after the flesh, and li ves after the flesh.

Every living soul is an “independent” living creaure. They eat have alife of their own,
separate from thelives of anyone dse. Their lifeisdependant upontheir own existence That iswhy
it isimportant to understand the diff erence between the Greek words “ psuche” and “ zoe.”

Zoe, in the Greek is the very life of God. It “is nat” separate from God. It is God's life



extended into the lives of others. It is God, living His life in athers. Thisis totally different than
“psuche.” Jesus sidinJohn 526,“astheFather hath lifein himself; so hath hegiven tothe Son
tohavelifein himself.” The samelifethat the Father hasin Himself, He has given the Sonto have
in Himself. In John 14 it says, “In him waslife (zoe); and thelife (zoe) wasthe light of men.”
Jesus said in John 1010, “lI am comethat they might havelife (zoe), and that they might have
it more abundantly.” It'snot alifelike God,it’s“thevery lifeof God.” It'snaot natural life, it’snot
soul life, it is“spirit life.” It's God, Whois Spirit, living Hislifein us.

Zoe (Spirit life) does not operate from our soul, our mind, will, intelled, reasoning, etc. it
operates from our spirit where God dwell s. God daes not dwell i n the spirits of those who are not
born again. Therefore, they do nd have “zoe” (spirit life). Jesus sid in John 36, “...that which is
born of the Spirit is irit.” That isto say, “zoe” (spirit life), isnat “psuche” (soul life).

Thisisvery important to understand, for “zoe,” the very life of God, dees not operate from
our mind, where our “psuche’ operates from. These two, “psuche” and “zoe” are dmost oppasites
of eat ather. Oneis ul life the other is irit life.

“Zoe” (the very life of God) operates from our spirit, whichisin ou belly. Jesus sid, “He
that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living
water” (John 738). Seang this, we can better understand the Treeof Life.

InRevelation 221, which says, “ And he shewed mea pure river of water of life, clear as
crystal, procealing out of thethrone of God and of the Lamb.” The “river of water of life”
which Jesus said would flow out of our belly, proceels “out of the throne of God and of the
Lamb.” The throne of God is where God the Father sits. The throneis the source or sed of God,
where the power of God comes from. The river of life flows “out of the throne of God...”The
throneiswherethe Sonalso sits, along with the Father. In Revelation 321, Jesus said, “Tohim that
overcometh will I grant tosit with mein my throne, even as | also overcame, and am set down
with my Father in histhrone.” Jesusis stting onthe throne with God the Father. Y et, remember,
Jesus also said in John 146, “...no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” Thereby, the river
of water of life flows from the throne, “through the Lamb.”

Why doesis sy “and of theLamb”? The Lamb representsthe bloodthat was shed to make
peacebetwean Godand man. For “ without shedding of blood isnoremisson” of sins(Heb. 922).
Isaiah 59:2 says, “ But your iniquitieshave separ ated between you and your God, and your sins
have hid hisfacefrom you, that hewill not hear.” God canna have fell owship with ou sinsand
iniquiti es. But, Hebrews 1:3 speking of Jesus says, “ when hehad by himself purged our sins, sat
down on the right hand of the Majesty on high.” The word “purged” means, “cleansed o
purified” us from sin. Hebrews 9:12 says, “...but by hisown blood he entered in onceinto the
holy place having dotained eternal redemption for us.” Hebrews 9:26 says, “ but now oncein
the end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.” Then
Hebrews 10:12-14 sumsit all up by saying,

But thisman, after he had offered one sacrificefor sinsfor ever, sat down on the right

hand of God;

From henceforth expeding till his enemies be made hisfoatstod.

For by one offering he hath perfeded for ever them that are sanctified.

In summing these up, we seethat Jesus, “cleansed and puified” usfrom sin. He“obtained eternal
redemption for us.” AndHe* perfeded for ever them that are sanctified.”
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The sin that separated us from God, has now been totally and completely put away by “the
blood d the Lamb.” The payment is made, and it is an eterna payment, never again daes anyone
need to shed bloodfor thesin of theworld. Thebloodisthe sed of an everlasting covenant (the New
Covenant). God nolonger looks at the sin of the world, He only seeus through “the blood of the
Lamb.”

Johnthe Baptist said in John 129,“ Behold theLamb of God, which taketh away thesin
of theworld.” The “pure river of water of life” flows through the Lamb... Jesus didn't just pay
the price He took away the sin of the world. He nail ed it to His cross(Colossans 2:14). Withou
the Lamb, that takes away the sin of theworld, there could be no peacewith God. But, now that the
Lambwas dain, Hebrews4:16says, “ L et ustherefore comeboldly untothethroneof grace that
we may dbtain mercy, and find graceto help in timeof neal.” It isbecause of all that Jesus did
for us, including the shedding of His bloodthat makesit passble for usto “come boldly unto the
throneof grace” Thereisno valuein comingto God, kegging and crying; wemust “ comeboldly,”
because of whowe ae “in Christ.” The priceispaid, thereforewe can come baldly unto the throre.

Notice dso abou “the Lamb,” in John 738,39it says,

Hethat believeth on me, asthe scripture hath said, out of hisbelly shall flow rivers of

living water.

(But this gake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receve: for the

Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesuswas not yet glorified.)

From the time in the garden of Eden, when Adam and Eve were sent out of the garden, it was “ to
keg theway of thetreeof life’” (Gen. 324). Theway to the Treeof Lifewas preserved urtil after
the Lamb was dain, urtil after Jesus was glorified. No ore wuld ea of the Treeof Life until after
Jesus was crucified.

No ore wuld ed of the Treeof Lifeuntil Jesusbecane*thefirstbornfromthedead” (Acts
26:23,Rom. 829, Coal. 1:15,18,Rev. 1.5). Firgt, the pricehad to be paid by the blood d the Lamb,
before we could have total peacewith God. When the Lamb of Godwas dain, and ded and arose
againfrom thedead, then people could fredy ed of the Treeof Life. Oncethe pricefor our sinswere
paidinfull, we culd become “children of God’ in Christ, “born agan of the Spirit and theWord.”

No ore @muld beaomeborn again urtil Jesusbecanethefirstborn from thedead (not spiritual
deah as metead, bu from physicd deah, for thelife of the flesh wasin the bloodthat was sed
for our sinsandiniquities). With sin pu away, purged by the blood, man could then ea of the Tree
of Life and have the very life of God dwvelling in him.

Going badk to Revelation 221 it says, “ And he shewed me a pure river of water of life,
clear ascrystal, procealing out of thethrone of God and of the Lamb.” Jesus sid, “...asthe
Father hath lifein himself; so hath hegiven tothe Son to havelifein himsef” (John 526). The
same life that isin the Father flowsinto and ou of the Lamb.

Revelation 222 says, “ In themidst of thestreet of it, and on either side of the river, was
therethetreeof life...” Noticethereisonly “one Tree” of Life, “nat trees’ (as though there were
many trees). The same life that is in the Father flows through the Son, through the “blood d the
Lamb,” through the Treeof Life. The Treeof Lifeisthelife of God flowing through the Soninto
and out of the body of Christ, “ which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every
month: and theleaves of thetreewerefor the healing of thenations’ (Rev. 222). Asthelife of
God, which comes from the Treeof Life flows through thase who are dhildren of God, it produces



the fruit of the Treeof Life for the heding of the nations.

This same exampleisill ustrated by Jesusin John 155 saying, “1 am thevine, ye are the
branches: Hethat abideth in me, and | in him, thesamebringeth forth much fruit: for without
meye @n do nothing.” Withou the vine, the branches can do nahing. The life of the vine comes
from the roats of the vine, which flows through the vine into the branches. Thelife of the vine that
flows through the branches, produces the fruit of the vine on the branches. Withou the roat of the
vine, thevine caana live. Withou the vine the branches canna live. Withou the branchesthe vine
canna produce ay fruit “for the healing o the nations.”

It' sthe samelifethat isin theroot of the vine that flowsthrough the vine, that flowsthrough
the branches. Asthe “zoe” of Godflowsthrough thosewho havethe “zoe” of Godinthem, it effeds
others aroundthem. It’s the very life of God flowing through thase who are dhildren of God that
changes the way people think and ad in this world and in the new heavens and rew eath that are
still to come.

Itisimportant to uncerstandthe Treeof Life, for it isthe very life of God flowing from the
spirit of aChristian into the mind andthrough the body. God dwell sin ou spirit, andfrom our spirit
comes “the water of life.” Jesus sid in John 738, “Hethat believeth on me, asthe scripture
hath said, out of hisbelly shall flow riversof livingwater.” Our spiritisin ou belly, andit’ sfrom
our spirit that the“...rivers of living water...” flow.

Thewater of life andthe Word of God are the same thing. The Word of God comesflowing
from the throne of God (in our spirit; wherethe Spirit of God dwell s), into our mindsand ou of our
mouth. At timestheWord of God comesfrom our spirit and out of our mouth (bypassng our mind).
That iscdled “prophecy” (speeing by the unction o the Holy Spirit within us). When it comes*“to
our mind” from our spirit, we receve the thought with no pevious meditation (thisis smilar to a
word of knowledge, or aword of wisdom). We know something in our mind “instantly” with no
previousthouwght. These ae dl indicaions of theriver of life flowing from our spirit into ou mind,
and ou to athers.

TheWord o Godisour lifeinthe spirit. In 1 Peter 1:23it says, “ Being born agan, not of
corr uptibleseed, but of incorr uptible, by theword of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.”
We must nat let religious people rob us of what this means. Our new birth into the family of God
startswith asedd, “ theincorr uptible Word of God.” This sed canna be crrupted. This salisthe
very lifeof Godwithin us. Itisplantedin usby the Holy Spirit “ born of the Spirit” (John 36). This
seal came down from heaven by the power of the Holy Spirit asHe planted it within our new spirit
(Ezek. 11:19, 3626), and we ae nolonger of thisworld, but born again from abowve. Jesus saidin
John 1716,“ They are not of theworld, even as | am not of theworld.”

If wewill get our minds renewed uponthe Word of God, ndhing will be &leto separate us
from God a HisWord. It' swhen welet the devil, using people, tell usthingsthat do nd agreewith
the Scriptures, we becane defeaed. Many Christians have gone bad to the way the world thinks,
not knowing the truth from the Word of God concerning eternal life.

If the seed of eternd lifeisthe Word of God and God danted it Himself, why canna God
cause that seed to grow and mature? It isincorruptible, and it came from God and it isthe Word of
God.

Don't let the devil sted the truth from you. Jesus said to the devil in Matthew 4:4, “It is
written, Man shall not liveby bread alone, but by every word that proceealeth out of themouth
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of God.” There aetwo subjedsin thisverse.

1. The natural man lives by brea (food).

2. The spiritual man, (born again Christians) live by the Word of God.

If we want to live, we must live by the Word of God, nd the words of men. We ae born again of
theincorruptible Word of God,andwe live by the incorruptible Word of God. The Word of Godis
our life, (eterndl life). Everythingwedoisdependant uponthe Word of God. TheWordisour source
of everything we need.

InRomans12:2it tell sus, “ benot confor med tothisworld: but beyetransformed by the
renewing of your mind, that yemay provewhat isthat goad, and acceptable, and perfed, will
of God.” Before we were born again, we were conformed to thisworld, by the way the world lives
andthinks. Now, that we aeborn again of the Word and the Spirit, we aeto make a dangein the
way we live, by being transformed by the renewing of our mind onthe Word of God.

We have dernal life, thevery life of Godwithin us. Now it’ stimeto renew our mindandlive
like Godlives (by HisWord). If we do nd renew our minds onthe Word of God, we will not grow
and mature spiritually. We will remain as babesin Christ, na understanding spiritual things. This
wasthe cae with the Corinthians. The gostle Paul wrotein 1Corinthians3:1,“1, brethren, could
not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babesin Christ.” We
must continue to mature, by renewing our mind onthe Word o God.

Renewing our mind onthe Word of God daes not mean beli eving everything that iswritten
in English versions of the Bible. We must use the Hebrew and Greek if we aeto knav what God
said. Most of the Engli sh versionsinclude man’ sideas of what man thinks what Godsaid or shoud
have said. The Hebrew and the Greek tell uswhat God adually said. English versions that include
man’ s ideas are based mostly uponwhat man thinks, na what God said. We must be caeful what
we believe. Only that which God said will stand the test of truth.
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TheTwo Trees

To totally understand the Treeof Life, we must have some understanding of “the treeof
knowledge of good and evil.” There were two trees in the midst of the garden, meaning “in and
among al theother trees.” All the other treesin the garden were physicd trees, goodfor foodfor the
bodes, and goodto be used for protedion and means of survival of the physica bodes of man.

The Treeof Life represents the very life of God, “eternal life” (which beginsin this world
andcontinuesthroughou eternity). Eating of the “Treeof Life,” producesthevery life of Godwithin
aperson.

Thetreeof knowledge of goodandevil represents” deah,” two deahs* physicd andeternal .”
This tree is representative of the god of this world “Satan, the Devil.” Eating of the “tree of
knowledge of goodand evil” produces deah within a person.

When Adam and Eve de of thetreeof knowledge of goodandevil, two deahs passed upon
mankind, physicd deah andeterna deah. Adam andEvedid na diephysicdly or eternall y that day
(if anyone told you they did, they didn't get it from the Word of God, they got it from man). Deah
became resident within mankind when Adam ate of thetreeof knowledge of goodand evil. Romans
5:12 says, “W herefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so
death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.” When it says, “ death passed upon all
men,” it istelling us that “mortality and corruption” came uponall mankind.

Mortality isthe processof physica deah that residesin al whoare born of the flesh. Jesus
said, “ That which isborn of thefleshiisflesh...” (John 36). Everyonewhoisborn of the flesh has
mortality within them. They are in the processof dying a physical death and will eventualy die
physicdly unessGodintervenes (such aswith Enoch andElij ah). Mortality operatesfrom the body,
the flesh of man.

Corruptionis eterna deah (it isthe processof thoughts that do nd agreewith the Word of
God). Corruption operates from the mind, the soul of man.

Aslong as people live onthis eath they will be dfeded by mortality and corruption. But,
the Treeof Lifeis here, and will eventualy overcome mortality and corruption for thase who are
born again. 1 Corinthians 15:52,52tell us,

In amoment, in thetwinkling o an eye, at thelast trump: for thetrumpet shall sound,

and the dead shall be raised incorr uptible, and we shall be changed.

For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on

immortality.

By thiswe seethat God s plan from the foundition o the world will be dore. Godwill accomplish
al that He planned to do from the beginning. What Satan did, canna change God's plan from the
founcition of the world. God s Word has goneforth into thisworld andit will not return urto Him
void (Isa. 5511).

Unlesswe understandthetreeof knowledge of goodandevil, we caana understandthe Tree
of Life. Oncewe know the Treeof Lifeisthevery life of God,flowing into andthrough man, all the
way from the throne of God, through the Lamb, urto the nations, then we can understand the tree
of knowledge of goodandevil . For thetreeof knowledge of goodandevil i sdeah, whereasthe Tree
of Lifeislife dernal.

The LORD Jesus Christ, is the Lamb of God. He is the source of eterna life for all who
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believeandreceve Him as LORD and Savior. The LORD is Christ, the head of the body of Christ.
“Therefore if any man bein Christ, heisanew creature: old thingsare passd away; behold,
all things are beaome new” (2 Cor. 5:17).

John1:4 says, “ In him waslife (zoe); and thelife (zoe) wasthelight of men.” (Zoeinthe
Greek isthevery life of God, eternd life). Thewater of Life, “the Word of God’ flows through the
Lamb, into everyonewhoisborn again of theWord of God andthe Spirit of God. The Word of God
istheLight of God. The Light destroys darkness(1 John 16,7). Darknessis snand deah produced
by the treeof knowledge of goodand evil.

God, knowing al things from the beginning, before Adam was creaed, included in His
foreknowledge, the works of the devil in the garden of Eden. Why, so that no ore can baast of
“their” goodworks or “their” righteousness

For by graceare yesaved through faith; and that not of your selves: it isthegift of God:

Not of works, lest any man should boast (Eph. 28,9).

Salvationis not of man, it isof God...It isatotal work of God by grace afreegift of Godto those
who will believe. (For more information onthis gred plan of God get the book*“One Gospel” by
Merle E. Koepke).

Theoreticdly, had Adam and Eve eden o the Treeof Life, before they ate of the treeof
knowledge of goodand evil, the very life of God in them would have overcome the works of the
devil. (Thiseven appliesto Christianstoday; if they walk after the Spirit and nd after theflesh, they
will overcome the works of Satan in their lives). Eating of the Treeof Life will destroy the works
of the devil.

Righteousnessovercomes sn and deah. If we study what the Word of God says abou the
new heavens and the new eath we will see this truth. 2 Peter 3:13 says, “Nevertheless we,
according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth
righteousness” Thereisnosin or deahin heaven, orly “righteousness” Wherethevery lifeof God
islived in every personin heaven thereis nosin or deah, orly “righteousness peaceand joy in
theHoly Spirit” (Rom. 11:17).

The fruit of the Treeof Life, isthe very life of God flowing through Christians, from the
throne of God, through the Lamb, ou to the nations. It is the very life of God, and it has only one
type of fruit, that is “eternal Life.”

Eternal lifeisthevery life of God dwvellingandlivingin ou spirit. In 1John 44 it says, “Ye
are of God, little dhildren, and have overcomethem: becausegreater ishethat isin you, than
he that is in the world.” Colosgans 2:9 says, “For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the
Godhead bodily.” Then it says, “And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all
principality and power.” Phili ppians2:13says, “ For it isGod which worketh in you both to will
and to do of hisgoad pleasure.”
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The Tree of Knowledge of Good andEvil

InGenesis2:17,it says, “ But of thetreeof theknowledge of goad and evil , thou shalt not
eat of it: for in theday that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely { muwth} die{muwth}.” These
words" surely die," inthe Hebrew signify two deahs, correspondng with Revelation 206,14.The
Hebrew word "muwth," trandlated bah " surely” and" die," is a primitive roat word.

Thefirst word " surely” isin theinfinitive mood.Infinite means "unlimited; not limited to
any person, number, or tense." Infinitive means "existence or adion withou referenceto person,
number, or tense. It isusualy the form of thefirst person singular present.” In the case of man (the
first Adam, eternal death cameuponmankind). But, na uponJesus, the SecondAdam, (in Him was
eternd life). " For asin Adam all die, even soin Christ shall all be made alive' (1 Cor 15:22).

Thesecndword" die" isalsothe sameHebrew word "muwth" but isintheimperfed mood,
expressng an adion, pocess or condtion which isincomplete. This pertains to the deah of the
natural body, which is cdled "morta” in Rom. 8:11 and 1 Corinthians 15:53,54.Morta means
"deahisresident; inthe processof dying; andwill eventually die." Romans5:12says, “W herefore,
asby oneman sin entered into theworld, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men,
for that all have sinned.” Therefore, the word surely pertains to “eternal deah” andtheword de
pertainsto“physicd deah.” Thesetwo deahs* passed upon” mankindwhen Adam andEvesinned
in the garden of Eden. Adam and Eve did na diethat day, but sin and deah passed uponmankind,
and kecame resident within man that day.

The tree of knowledge of good and evil has two types of fruit, knowledge of good and
knowledge of evil. Both of these fruit produce deah (physicd deah and eternal deah). There ae
two types of fruit and two types of deah. That is, the “knowledge of good’ will produce bath,
physicd deah and eternal deah. The “knowledge of evil” will produce bath, physicd deah and
eterna deah.

The LORD Godistheheal o the Treeof Life here oneath, and Hislife proceels from the
throne of God, through the Lamb, urto the nations.

Satan, “thegod d thisworld” isthehead of thetreeof knowledge of goodandevil . Hisdeah
proceeds from hell through Satan, through demons, through people unto the nations of the eath.

Satan is the master of sin, for he sinned from the beginning (1 John 38). Sin brings deah
(Rom. 5:12). Satan is aliar, and the father of lies (John 844). Satan operates from the minds of
people, whereas God operates from the spirits of people.

The LORD isthe aedaor of thisworld, and al thingsthat are aeded, were aedaed by Him
andfor Him (John 13, Col. 1:16). The LORD hasall power over thisworld (eath), and Satan can
do nathing unlessthe LORD permits him. All the kingdoms of this world are under the control of
the LORD (2 Kings 19:15; 2 Chron. 206; Job 367-12, Psa. 10319; Dan. 237,38,17,25 Rom.
13:1). (Satan lied to Jesus in Luke 4:5-7, and many Christians have believed the lie of the devil).

Satan isthe god d thisworld (2 Cor. 4:4). Satan becanethe god d thisworld when hewas
cast out of the third heavens down to the eath. Satan is the destroyer of all that God creaed for
good. Satan destroyed the first eath, before Genesis 1.2 (see2 Peter 3:5,6). Satan was arealy (at
the time of Genesis 1:2), the god d thisworld and till i s “the god of thisworld.”

In 2 Corinthians 4:4 it says, “the gad of thisworld hath blinded the minds of them which
believenot, lest thelight of thegloriousgospel of Christ, whoistheimageof God, should shine
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untothem.” Theword“god,” pertainingto Satan,andtheword* God,” pertainingto ou God used
in 2 Corinthians 4:4, is“theos’ in the Greek, meaning; “deity; having supernatural powers greder
than man, operating in the spiritual redm, controlli ng the things in the natural redm.” The Greek
word “theos’ isused for bath, for it means the same for Satan as it does for God.

Satanandthe LORD areboth “call ed gods,” having simil ar powers, to operateinthespiritua
redm. Yet, the LORD isthe Credor, and Satan isthe aeded. The aeded doesnot have power over
the Credor.

God always had the knowledge of good and evil, and so dd Satan always have the
knowledge of goodand evil. Even before Eve de of the treeof knowledge of goodand evil, Satan,
the“god of thisworld” used the serpent to tempt Eve, by putting thoughtsin Eve'smindto dsobey
the LORD God. Letslook at what it says,

1. Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God

had made. And he said unto thewoman, Y ea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every

tree of thegarden?

2. And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the

garden:

3.But of thefruit of thetreewhichisin themidst of thegarden, God hath said, Y eshall

not eat of it, neither shall yetouch it, lest yedie.

4. And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:

5. For God doth know that in the day ye et thereof, then your eyes dhall be opened,

and ye shall be as gods, knowing goal and evil.

6. And when the woman saw that thetreewas goad for food, and that it was pleasant

tothe g/es, and atreeto bedesired to make onewise, shetook of thefruit thereof, and

did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat (Gen. 31-6).

Before Eve aeof thefruit of thetree “the god of thisworld” wasusing the serpent to pu thoughts
in Eve’'s mind. Already in verses two and threeEve made it clea that she knew she was not to ea
of the tree of knowledge of good and evil. Eve was being deceved by “the god of this world”
before sin and deah entered into mankind. Satan, “the god of this world” used the serpent to
continue to deceve Evein versesfour andfive.

Notice in verse six, Eveyielded to “the gad of thisworld,” “using her mindto convince
her to ed of thetree” It was “thoughtsin her mind’ that caused her to ea of the treeof knowledge
of goodandevil. When she*“ saw that thetreewasgoad for food,” shethought abou eding of the
tree When thoughts camein her mind “that it was pleasant tothe gyes, and atreeto be desired
to make onewise, shetook of thefruit thereof.” The LORD did na forceEveto ed, and reither
did the serpent or the devil. Eve's mind was blinded by “the god of thisworld,” and she did ed.
Eve’'s mind was blinded by Satan, before she de of the treg before Adam sinned and dd ed aso.
Therefore, the god d this world binded the minds of Adam and Eve “before sin entered into
mankind.” Satan was aready “the god of thisworld” before sin and deah entered into mankind.

Satan puts thowghts diredly into the minds of peopleto get them to dowhat he wants them
to do. Just as 2 Corinthians 4:4 tells us, “the god of thisworld hath blinded the minds of them
which believe not...” Eve “did na believe” what she drealy knew the LORD had said. Eve said,

We may eat of thefruit of the trees of the garden:

But of thefruit of thetreewhich isin the midst of the garden, God hath said, Y e shall
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not eat of it, neither shall yetouch it, lest yedie. (Gen. 32,3).

Eve knew thetruth, bu because of the blinding of her mind, she disobeyed the LORD and ate of the
tree Sin and ceah dd na enter into Eve until she ae of the fruit.

Thethowghtsthat cometo our mindsfrom “thegod of thisworld” do nd condemn us. It's
“thedang,” that condemns us, na the thoughts. Sinis disobeying the law, whether it isthe Law of
Moses or the Law of sin and deah (eding of the treeof knowledge of goodandevil). 1 Corinthians
15:56says, “ Thesting of death is sn; and thestrength of sinisthelaw.” Romans6:23says, “the
wages of sin isdeath...”

After Eve aeof thefruit of thetreg she “gavealso unto her husband with her; and hedid
eat” (Gen. 36). From then onwe can seemore dealy, the knowledge of goodand evil workingin
man. First, “their eyes were opened and they knew theywere naked” (Gen. 37). Because of the
thoughtsin their minds they tried to hide from the LORD God (Gen. 38-10).

When Adam said the reason he hid from the LORD is because he was naked. The LORD
asked Adam, “W hotold theethat thou wast naked?” (Gen. 38). Next, Adam said, “ Thewoman
whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of thetree, and | did eat” (Gen. 312).

Evesad,“ Theserpent beguiled me, and | did eat” (Gen. 313). Thetreeof knowledge of
good and evil aways tries to blame someone dse for our own faults, sins, and iniquities. Thisis
because of the thoughtsin ou minds, pu there by “the god o thisworld.”

After eaing of thetreeof knowledge of goodandevil, the LORD Godsaidin Genesis 3:22,
“Behold, theman isbemmeasone of us, to know goad and evil: and now, lest heput forth his
hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever.” God dces not use the
knowledge of good and evil to control people, bu Satan dces. The knowledge of good and evil
operates through the minds of people, whereas the LORD operates from the spirits of people.

By the knowledge of goodand evil, Satan “blindsthe minds of those” who do nd believe
and submit to the LORD. Many Christians believe, but do nd submit to the LORD, therefore they
are still being controlled by “the god of thisworld,” blinding their minds.

It'sstill “thesamedevil,” thesame“god of thisworld” that decaved Evethat isdeceving
Christianstoday. Eve knew the truth (she shoud na ea of the treeof knowledge of goodand evil)
(Gen. 3:2,3), yet shelet the “thoughts of her mind’ control what she did, and she did ed of thetree

Thisis gill very evident today among many Christians. They know it isnot right to operate
in theredm of the spirit by “psychic powers’ (reasoning, imaginations, etc.). In 2Corinthians 10:5
it says, “ Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself aganst the
knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedienceof Christ.”

Many Christians today are operating in the spiritual powers of the mind, andlove it. Many
follow thase who operate in these psychic powers, thinking, becaise it is supernatural, it must be
God.And,itisagod,“thegad of thisworld” working inthe minds of thosewholovetheworld and
the things of thisworld (1 John 215,19.

| know a Christian, whoisin the ministry. She began with atrue anointing, flowing with the
Holy Spirit in some of the gifts of the Spirit. Then, somethings happened in her life and shewasn’t
getting enough medings and speking engagements to satisfy her own desires.

First, she turned to “motivational speging,” and it helped her get more speeking
engagements for a while. Yet, she was not satisfied, so she @mntinued to pusue other avenues of
getting spedking engagements. The more she turned to the worlds s/stem of motivational speaking,
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the less $ie experienced the working of the Holy Spirit in her life.

It came to atimewhen she had problems getting heded when she prayed for heding. When
other Christians prayed for her, she still didn't receve heding. So sheturned to “a spiritual heder”
for heding. Shedid get hedi ng when shewent to the “spiritual heder.” But, her whdelife changed,
including her attitude toward athersin the body of Christ. She becane very self-righteous, and self-
justifying of her adions. When we tried to talk to her abou some of the things happening in her
ministry that were off ensiveto athersinthebody of Chrigt, it wasasthough sheblocked her easand
could na hea what we said.

Anytime a Christian turns to self-righteousness self-justificaion, self-promotion, self-
desires, etc. they are on their way to opening themselves up to Satanic operations. Once aperson
opens themselves up to Satanic operations they are ontheir way to total deception by the devil.

Tolivethelife of aChristian, we must start by denying ourselves, and continue on urtil we
have no cesire for the things of this world. Our only desire shoud be to dothe Father’swill. The
Father’s will i s that we follow Jesus' example. Those who try to buld their own ministry, are
heading in the wrong diredion, and Satan will get aplacein their livesif they continue.

Satan can manifest himself asan angel of light (2 Cor. 11:14). Satan can hed thosewho are
sick. Satan can produce many grea signsandwonders. But, the end could be dernity in the lake of
fire (Rev. 20:13,14, 218). Those who do nd believe the True gospel, and seek ancther way for
spiritual operations could be anong those spoken of in Revelation 218, “But the fearful, and
unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and
idolaters, and all li ar s, shall havetheir part inthelakewhich burneth with fire and brimstone:
which isthe second death.”

Satan uses the knowledge of good and evil to set up al sorts of religious operations
throughou the world. Every one of them is decaved into believing “the lies of the devil.” They
worship many gods, thinking they are worshiping the true God. They submit to the powers of their
religious operations and are destroyed for aladk of knowledge.

Ancther example; in the English versions of the Bible thereisno dstinction made between
natural human love andthelove of God. Therefore, thase who do nd use the Hebrew and Greek in
studying the Bible will be deceved into eaing of the treeof knowledge of goodand evil, thinking
they are serving God.

The Treeof Life operates through the love of God (agape; which is “shed abroad in our
heartsby the Holy Ghost which isgiven unto us’ (Rom. 5:5)). Only Christians have thislove of
God. All others only have natural human love. The love that natural man has operates through the
fruit of the treeof knowledge of good. Natural human love is dependant uponthe resporse and
adions of others, and deesnot continue when the desired adions of othersdo nd respondfavorably
toit. Natural human loveisfar inferior to the love of God.

“Agape,” thelove of God,is“a fruit of the Spirit,” andit is* shed abroad in our heartsby
the Holy Ghost which is given unto us’ (Rom. 5:5). This is the love that shoud be operating
among Chrigtians, na natural human love. When Christiansoperatein natural humanlove, they open
thedoa for Satanto operateintheir lives. They are “walking after theflesh,” and nd after the Spirit.
Romans 8:5 says, “ For they that are after theflesh do mind thethingsof theflesh; but they that
are after the Spirit thethings of the Spirit.”

Itisimportant to understand God s plan for man from thefoundition d theworld. God daes
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not force ayoneto doHiswill . God sets Hiswill beforeus*®in HisWord.” It'supto usto deade
if wewill dothewill of Godandea of the Treeof Lifeor if wewill follow “the god d thisworld”
and ea of the treeof knowledge of goodand evil ?

Throughou the Bible, God hes given us the dhoice & to which one we will do. In the
foll owing verses we seesome of the times when God gave man a dhoice In Deuteronamy 11:26 it
says, “Behold, | set before you thisday ablessng and a curse.” In Deuteronamy 30:15it says,
“See | have set before theethisday lifeand goad, and death and evil.” In Deuteronamy 30:19
it says, “I call heaven and earth to record thisday aganst you, that | have set before you life
and death, blessng and cursing: therefore chooselife, that both thou and thy seed may live.”
There are many other Scripture versesthat are given to us, giving usa choicewhowe will obey, the
LORD God, a Satan “the gaod of thisworld.”
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Mortality, Physical Death

In Genesis 2:17the LORD Godsaid, “ But of thetree of the knowledge of goad and evil,
thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely {muwth} die
{muwth}.” Theword“di€” inthisverse pertainsto physicd deah of the physicd body. It iscdled
mortality, meaning “deah is resident and the body isin the processof dying.”

Thisdeah isaresult of eding of the treeof knowledge of goodand evil. When man ate of
the treein Genesis 3:6, physicd deah becane resident in mankind, from Adam on. This physicd
deahisaresult of thetreeof knowledge of goodandevil , whereby Satan operatesas“thegod d this
world.”

Careful study of this death reveds that Satan is the source of al deah. God has no deah.
Godisthe sourceof al li fe. All deahisaresult of awork of Satan. Deah isthe destruction d that
which God creded as good. Thereisnogoodin deah, oy evil.

Cain, the brother of Abel submitted himself to sin asthe devil was at hisdoa (working on
hismind). In Genesis4:7,the LORD saidto Cain, “ I f thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted?
and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto theeshall be his desire, and thou
shalt ruleover him.” “Hisdesire” pertainsto Satan’sdesire, for he sinned from the beginning (1
John 3:8). Satan was working on Cain’smind, and Cain gave placefor the devil . Therefore, 1 John
3:2 says, “Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew hisbrother. And wherefore slew
he him? Because hisown workswere evil, and hisbrother'srighteous.” Cain had a choice bu
he made the wrong choice, and submitted to the devil. Because of the sin of Cain, deah came to
Abel, his brother. It was Cain who slew Abel, bu it came &ou by Cain eding of the tree of
knowledge of goodand evil.

Satan hasthe power of deah. Thedeah spirit isaservant of Satan. Godisnot for deah, God
is for life... Satan's power of deah becamne resident in mankind in the garden, and uriess God
intervenes it will cause peopleto die physicdly here oneath.

Some children are born with defedsin their physicd bodes, such asthe man whowasborn
blindin John 91-7. Also, the man ban lame from his mother’swomb in Acts 3:2. God is not the
author of deah, Satan is. It was Satan that caused the destruction d al of Job's possessons,
including his children (Job 1). Satan is the one who smote Job with sore bail s (Job 27). Satan was
the cause of awoman having an infirmity eighteen yeas (Luke 13:16). All sicknessand dseese ae
aresult of oppresson by thedevil (Acts 10:38). Satan crucified the LORD of Glory, eventhough he
used people to dotheKilli ng (1 Cor. 2:8). Satan caused Judas Iscariot to betray Jesus (John 132).
Satan caused Ananias and Sapphirato lie to the Holy Spirit (Acts 5:3). Satan was involved in the
thoughts of Peter when he denied the words of Jesus (Matt. 1622,23.

Until Christiansunderstandthat anything conreded with death comesfromthedevil , through
the treeof knowledge of goodand evil, they will suffer needlesdy. All deahisassociated with the
devil. All li fe @mmes from God, and all deah comes from the devil. God is the author of life. The
devil isthe author of deah.

AnytimeaChristian daesnot believethat al sin, sickness disease, and deah are caused by
Satan, their minds have been blinded by “the god of this world.” Satan is the “cause” of all
destruction. Godis the “source” of all li fe and good.
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Corr uption, Eternal Death

Theword “ surely” (muwth) in Genesis 2:17 pertainsto eternal deah. In Revelation 2Q14
it iscdled “the second death” (thanatos) in the Greek. Thereasonit’s cdl ed the second ceah in
Revelationis because it is the last deah for those who live on this eath. It does not complete its
adion d deah urtil apersonleavesthiseath. It isresident in all who are born of the flesh, but it
does nat completeits adion urtil they are cast into the lake of fire.

The second ceah “eternal deah” is gpoken of in the New Testament as “corruption.” The
first deah (physicd deah) andthe second ceah (eternal deah) are both spoken of in 1 Corinthians
15:35, saying, “this corr uptible must put on incorr uption, and this mortal must put on
immortality.” Both o these deahs must be overcome for a personto inherit eternal life with God
in heaven. There can benomortality or corruptionin heaven. In hearenthereisonly “Life” (eternal
life), andimmortality. Deah comes by sin (Rom. 5:12), and there can be nosinin heaven.

The corruption the Scriptures are spegking of is mostly applied to the “living soul” of man.
When man sinned in the garden of Eden, “corruption” becaneresident in the soul of mankind. This
corruption causes man to think the way the world thinks, receving thoughts from the devil. God' s
thoughts are not corrupt. They are dways in agreement with the Word of God, through which the
life of God flows.

Eve recaved thoughts of corruption from the serpent when she did na rejed the words of
the serpent when he said to her, “ Yeshall not surely die...For God doth know that in the day ye
eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing goal and evil”
(Gen. 3:4,5). Corruption aways manifests when people receve thoughts that did na come from
God. Isaiah 558,9 says,

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the

LORD.

For asthe heavens are higher than the arth, so are my ways higher than your ways,

and my thoughtsthan your thoughts.

Thereisnocorruptionin God sthoughts. They are pure, true, and hdy. All of Satan’ sthoughts are
corrupt, for heis corrupt in everything he does.

It's important for Christians to understand this truth, for Amos 3:3 says, “ Can two walk
together, except they be agreed?” God canna have fellowship with corruption. To enter into
heaven, al corruption must be overcome (1 Cor. 1553,54. Jesus said in Matthew 6:24,“ No man
can serve two masters: for either he will hatethe one, and lovethe other; or else he will hold
totheone, and despisetheother...” We caana serve Godand corruption,they areoppaite of ead
other.

Everyone boarn of thefleshisbornin corruption. Therefore, unlessapersonisborn again of
the Word and the Spirit, when they die they will automaticaly go to hell. Why, because their soul
iscorrupted by the thoughts of the enemy. They lived in corruptionandthey died in corruption, nd
having the life of God within them. Thisiswhy Jesus said in John 37,“Yemust beborn agan.”

In the new birth, we receve the very life (zoe) of God within ou spirit. This life of God
beginsfrom aseal, whichisthe Word of God (1 Peter 1:23). Thisnew birthisonly ababein Christ,
it must grow and mature. The seed (which is the Word of God) must mature and completely
overcome al corruption. Withou the help of the Holy Spirit, it canna mature. It takes the Holy
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Spirit and the Word of God working together to cause anew born child to mature in eternal life.

Thisiswhy thereis © much saidinthe New Testament abou not walkingintheflesh. When
we walk in the flesh we hinder the growth of our new credure in Christ. We remain “babes in
Christ” (1 Cor. 3:1). “Babesin Christ” are till carnal, walking after the flesh (1 Cor. 3:3). In
Romans 8:6 says, “ For to be arnally minded isdeath; but to be spiritually minded islifeand
peace” Galatians 6:8 says, “he that soweth to hisflesh shall of the flesh reap corr uption...”

The word “flesh” many times means “the physicd body with the soul.” Jesus sid, “ That
which isborn of theflesh isflesh...” (John 364d). Our soul and ou body areborn of theflesh, they
becane & flesh when we caneinto thisworld. Therefore, to overcome the flesh we must be born
again o the Word and the Spirit.

This new birthisonly the beginning of our eternal life. Corruptionis gill resident within us,
and must be overcome by the Word of Godandthe Holy Spirit workingin us. Christianswho do no
continue in the Word and the Spirit will not overcome the rruption that was in them from the
beginning.

Thereasonmost Christiansdo nd havevictory intheir livesisbecaisethey arenat renewing
their minds onthe Word of God. Romans 12:2 tell sus, “be not conformed to thisworld: but be
ye transformed by the renewing o your mind, that ye may prove what is that goad, and
acceptable, and perfed, will of God.” This corruption can oy be overcome by the renewing of
our mindsonthe Word of God, with the help of the Holy Spirit. Christianswho continually sow to
the flesh, continually regp corruption (Gal. 6:8).

Corruption, which is caused by eternal deah, is overcome by “zoe,” which isthe very life
of God within us. Jesus sid in John 524, “Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that heareth my
word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into
condemnation; but ispassd from death unto life.” The rruptionthat we werefirst borninis
overcome by “zoe” the very life of Godwithin us. Upon ou new birth, aprocess s$artsto overcome
al corruption.An“incorruptible” seed, “the Word of God” becomesresident within ou new spirit.
As we ae led by the Spirit and taught by the Spirit from within ou new creaed spirit, we can
overcome the corruptionthat is gill resident in ou soul.

Until weyield ou will to thewill of Godwithin us, the @rruptionthat isresident within us
will continueto manifest. Themorewedeny ourselvesandyield to theHoly Spirit within us, theless
the corruption will manifest in ou lives. The lessthe crruption, the greaer the manifestations of
the Spirit of Godin ou lives. Whatsoever isnot of Godis corruption, corruption kegets corruption,
flesh begetsflesh, sin begets sn, etc.
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The Source of Corr uption

Corruptioncausesdeah (two deahs, physicd andeternal). Deahiscaused by aspirit, cdl ed
“the spirit of deah” which operates by the power of Satan (the god d thisworld). In 1 Corinthians
15:26it says, “ Thelast enemy that shall be destroyed isdeath.” Deah isan enemy of mankind.
Dedah is under the mntrol of Satan, “the god d this world.” In Hebrews 2:14 it is talking abou
Jesus, and why He cameinto thisworld. It says, “ Forasmuch then asthe diildren are partakers
of flesh and blood, healso himself likewisetook part of the same; that through death hemight
destroy him that had the power of death, that is, thedevil.” All corruptionand ceah arein the
power of the devil .

To findthe sourceof corruptionand deah, we must go badk to the sourceof Satan’s power.
The Word of God tells us that in the beginning Satan was an “anointed cherub” (Ezek. 2814). A
cherubisawinged angel. If youstudy the Scripturesfrom Genesisthrough Revelationyouwill find
the “power” in the spiritual redm comes from the “anointing.” The anainting is a gift from God.
Romans 11:29tells us, “ For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance” Satan, then
cdled Lucifer, was anointed before he rebelled against God. When Satan fell from heaven like
lightning, he lost his position, bu naot his power.

TheBibletellsusalot abou the power that Satan has. In Acts 26:18, Paul is gating why the
LORD cdled him and sent him to the Gentiles, saying, “ To open their eyes, and to turn them
from darknesstolight, and from thepower (exousia) of Satan unto God, that they may recave
forgivenessof sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that isin me.”
“Exousia” in the Greek is power receved by authority. Satan’s power to destroy is authorized by
God, and by the anointing which he had from the beginning. In Isaiah, 5416, the LORD said,
“Behold,...| have created thewaster to destroy.” Satanisthewaster, and hehaspower (authority)
from Godto destroy. Y et, uncerstand. He canna destroy unlessthe LORD permitshim to destroy.
TheLORD istheCreaor, and Satanisthe aeaed. The aeaed doesnat have power over the aedor.
Colosdans 1:16, talking abou Jesus, says, “For by him were all things created, that are in
heaven, and that are in earth, visibleand invisible, whether they bethrones, or dominions, or
principalities, or powers (exousia): all thingswere created by him, and for him.”

When Lucifer was cast down from the third heavens, helost hispaositionin heaven, bu not
his power (exousia). He was cast down to the eath, and kecane “the god d thisworld” with the
power (exousia) to destroy.

Being that deah and corruptionare not of God, we seethat Satan hasthe power of deah and
corruption. Thiswe seein Ezekiel 28:12-16, where it says,

12.Son of man, take up alamentation upon theking of Tyrus, and say unto him, Thus
saith the Lord GOD; Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfed in beauty.
13.Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; every precious $onewasthy covering,
thesardius, topaz, and thediamond, the beryl, the onyx, and thejasper, the sapphire,
the emerald, and the arbuncle, and gad: the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy
pipeswas prepared in theein the day that thou wast created.

14.Thou art theanointed cherub that covereth; and | have set theeso: thou wast upon

the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones of

fire.
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15.Thou wast perfed in thy waysfrom theday that thou wast created, till i niquity was

found in thee

16.By themultitudeof thy merchandisethey havefill ed themidst of theewith violence,

and thou hast sinned: therefore | will cast theeas profane out of the mountain of God:

and | will destroy theg O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire.
In Ezekiel 28:12,the LORD told the prophet Ezekid to “take up alamentation upon theking of
Tyrus.” Theking of Tyruswas a spiritual ruler over the dty of Tyrus. He was not a human being,
but rather a dherub (whichisawinged angel). We know from the acount givenin Ezekiel 28:11-19
and Isaiah 1412-20that this cherub was first known as Lucifer, and then becane Satan, the devil .

In Ezekiel 28:13, it says, “Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; every precious
stone was thy covering (m@cukkah).” In the Hebrew the word “m@cukkah” comes from a
primitive root word, “cakak,” meaning “to entwine & a screen; by implicaion, to fencein, cover
over, (figuratively) proted:--cover, defense, defend, hedgein, join together, set, shut up.” In short,
it means “protedion, against losses.” It's smilar to acadent insurance in the United States. If an
insured person gets in an acadent, the insurance @mpany pays the debt.

Satan is “the god d thisworld” and hs “covering” is the preaous gones and gold of this
world. It isthe predous gones and gold that was being used in the segoort city of Tyrusfor trading.
When someone wanted to puchase any of the merchandise from the sail ors they paid for their
purchases with the predous dones and gold.

Being that Satan is“the god d thisworld,” and heisaliar, athief, adestroyer, etc. he uses
the monetary system of thisworld to “deceve, and destroy.” Being “the god d thisworld” andthe
author of corruption and deah, he uses money as his vehicle of corruption and deception.

Satan isbehind al li es, for he was aliar from the beginning (John 844). Heisadecaver.
He decaved Eve in the beginning (1 Tim. 2:14). He is the aithor of sin. He sinned from the
beginning (1 John 38).

Satan’ s covering is“money.” Thisisimportant for Christiansto understandfor it saysin 1
Timothy 6:10 “the love of money isthe roat of all evil...” Many of the works of the devil have
their roats in the love of money. His covering is the monetary system of this world. Almost al
corruption hes alink to “money,” which in turn links to Satan.

Money totheworldisgain...Y et, the Bibletell sus, “men of corr upt minds, and destitute
of thetruth, think that gain isgodliness..” from such we ae told to turn away (1 Tim. 6.3-6).
Jesus said in Matthew 6:24,“ No one @an servetwo masters, for either hewill hate oneand love
the other, or else he will attach himself to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both
God and Money.” (TCNT)

When Christians get over into being influenced by money, they need to be very careful.
Espedaly, those who are cdled into the ministry. We need to be avare of the wiles of the devil
when it comes to money in the ministry. A goodexampleto study is that of Judas Iscariot.

Judas was one of the twelve dhasen disciples of Jesus. Jesus said in John17:12, “W hile
was with them in theworld, | kept them in thy name: those that thou gavest me | have kept,
and noneof them islost, but the son of perdition; that the scripture might befulfilled.” From
this we know that Judas was chosen by the Father to be one of Jesus’ disciples.

Judaswaswith the other eleven for three and ore-half yeas. Judaswas one of thasewhothe
LORD sent out in Matthew 10 and Luke 9, to “Heal the sick, cleansethe lepers, raise the dead,
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cast out devils...” The evidenceindicaes that Judas did participate in the same works as the other
disciples. Theother disciplesdid na know that Judaswasathief. Only Jesusknew Judas’ heat, and
his intentions.

During those yeas, there were times when there was osme indicaion d Judas’ motives
toward money. Then six days before the Pasover, it tells us,

Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the fee

of Jesus, and wiped hisfed with her hair: and the house wasfill ed with the odour of

the ointment.

Then saith one of hisdisciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon's on, which should betray him,

Why was not this ointment sold for three hundred pence and given to the poor?

Thishe said, not that he cared for the poor; but because he was a thief, and had the

bag, and bare what was put therein (John 123-6).

Jesus knew that Judas was athief, but the other disciples evidently did na know it.

Satan had been working on Judas Iscariot’ s heat for many yeas, using “money” to get him
to betray Jesus. Even at the end d three and ore half yeas the other disciples gill questioned, who
would betray Jesus? The same night when Jesus was taken, John 1321 tells us, “W hen Jesushad
thussaid, hewastroubled in spirit, and testified, and said, Verily, verily, | say unto you, that
one of you shall betray me.” Jesus knew it was Judas Iscaiot, but nore of the others knew. The
others questioned Jesus asto who it was? “J esus answered, Heit is, to whom | shall give a sop,
when | have dipped it. And when he had dipped the sop, hegaweit to Judas Iscariot, the son
of Simon.” (John 1326).

InJohn 1327it says, “ And after the sop Satan entered into him.” Asweknow, from that
time on Judas was nat able to control his own will . He went to the High Priest and led the soldiers
to Jesusin the garden. After his betrayal, Matthew 27:3-5 tell s us,

Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when he saw that he was condemned, repented

himself, and brought agan thethirty pieces of silver to the dief priestsand elders,

Saying, | havesinned in that | have betrayed theinnocent blood. And they said, What

isthat to us? seethou to that.

And he @ast down thepiecesof sil verin thetemple, and departed, and went and hanged

himself.

The devil has no mercy uponthose whom he uses. The religious people have not compasson for
those who have gone astray.

Eventhough Judasknew it was nat right to covet money, he kept onseeking“ money.” When
heredized hiswrong, it wastoolate, Satan had alrealy entered into his heat. Galatians 6:7,8tell s
us,

Be not decaved; God isnot mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also

reap.

For hethat soweth to hisflesh shall of the flesh reap corr uption...

To the natural man, it may not look like arruptionwhen they seek “money,” but God knavs their
heats. God knavswhen Satan entersinto the heatsof thosewhothinkit’ sokto “raise money,” and
use it decatfully. No ore can “justify” sin. Those who use the Word of God for personal gain are
getting close to dang what Judas Iscaiot did...

Christians need to be caeful when it comes to money, Jesus sid in Matthew 19:22,24,
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Verily | say unto you, That arich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven.

And agan | sayunto you, It iseasier for acamel to gothrough the /e of anealle, than

for arich man to enter into the kingdom of God.

Satan will try everything he can to get our eyes uponmoney. Remember, it was also “money” that
Satan used to get Ananiasand Sapphrato lieto the Holy Spirit (Acts5:1-10). Bevery careful when
it comesto “money” in the ministry work. It'snot agame to play with. It's srious businessin the
sight of God.

Money isthe world s covering, and Satan is “the god of thisworld.” But Christians have
a better system, a overing, which isthe LORD andthe Blood d Jesus. If aChristian sins, andthey
need a wvering, 1John 19 says, “If we mnfessour sins, heisfaithful and just to forgiveusour
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” 1 John 21 says, “ My little dildren, these
things write | unto yau, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the
Father, JesusChrist the righteous.” Even better yet, 1John 17 says, “ But if wewalk in thelight,
asheisin thelight, wehavefell owship onewith another, and theblood of JesusChrist hisSon
cleanseth usfrom all sin.” Whenwe ae deansed from al sin, Satan has nothing on us. His power
over usisbroken by the blood d Jesus, that cleanses usfrom all sin. We ae covered by the Blood

Besides our covering “the blood d Jesus,” we have a ovenant seded inthe blood d Jesus.
In that covenant Jesus sid, whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will | do, that the

Father may beglorified in the Son.

If ye shall ask any thing in my name, | will doit (John 1413,14.

Jesus dlso sad, “ If ye abidein me, and my words abidein you, ye shall ask what ye will, and
it shall be done unto you” (John 157). Again, Jesus sid, “Verily, verily, | say unto you,
Whatsoever ye shall ask theFather in my name, hewill giveit you” (John 1623). Thenin verse
24,Jesus sid,“ Hitherto haveyeasked nothingin my name: ask, and yeshall recave, that your
joy may befull.”

If Jesusisthe Way, the Truth, andthe Life, asHe saysHeis (John 146), why do Christians
keep seeking Satan’ scovering? We have abetter covering, whichis, the LORD Jesus Christ andHis
blood. Satan is a liar, a decaver, a killer, and a destroyer. Why, do Christians turn to Satan’'s
covering when they could go dredly to God and recave dl that God has promised? The promises
of Godarefor His Children, andthey are obtained by gracethrough faith, nd of works, lest any man
shoud boast (Eph. 28,9,Heb. 116). Thepriceisarealy paid, weshoud na belooking for money,
Satan’ scovering. We shoud belooking to Jesusthe Author andfinisher of our faith (Heb. 122). By
Faith, we can recave dl that God has planned for us, including eterna life with Him forever...
Nothing istoo hard for the LORD (Gen. 1814).

When Christianslookto money to dowhatsoever they desire, they arelooking to Satan, the
god of thisworld to supgy their needs. Christians $oud be looking to God, and Jesus Christ for
al their needs. Jesus sid,

Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? o, What shall we drink? or,

Wherewithal shall we be dothed?

(For after all thesethingsdotheGentiles ®ek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that

ye have ned of all thesethings.

But seek yefirst the kingdom of God, and hisrighteousness and all thesethings sall

be added unto you.

25



Canna God dowhat Jesus said He can dd? Why, doChristianslook for anather sourcefor all their
neals? Don't they believe God and His Word?

Why doChristianshaveto “raisemoney” to dothework of theministry? Tithesand df erings
are God' s way of supdying money into the churches. Tithes are explained throughou the Bible.
Offerings are “as the Spirit leads,” “ not the flesh.”

Theway the Holy Spirit leadsin making an offering is shown in Exodus. Exodus 355 says,
“Takeyefromamong you an offeringuntothe L ORD: whosoever isof awilli ng heart, let him
bring it, an offering of the LORD; gold, and silver, and brass” Notice “whosoever is of a
willing heart.” Exodus35:21says, “ And they came, every onewhoseheart stirred him up, and
every onewhom his girit made willi ng, and they brought the LORD'S offering to the wor k
of the tabernacle of the mngregation, and for all his rvice and for the holy garments.”
Notice “every one whom his irit made willi ng.” Offerings are made when a person's irit
makes him willi ng. God works through man’s irit, na his flesh.

That whichis of thefleshiscorruption.” For hethat soweth to hisflesh shall of theflesh
reap corr uption” (Gal. 6:8). Corruptionisawork of the devil. Can’t God supfdy all our needs? Is
Satan’ s system greder than God' s g/stem? Isthe devil greaer than God? The Bible says, “ For all
the promises of God in him are yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory of God by us’ (2 Cor.
1:20).

Many Christianslie, ched, sted, andabuse othersover “money.” They robthepoa widows,
so they can live like kings “eating the good d the land.” They do everything they can to get “more
money.” They have dl sortsof waysto “raisemoney.” They use Scripturesto compel othersto give
sothey can“raisemoney” for purposesnot ordained by God.It’ sawork of theflesh. The Holy Spirit
isnat in onit. Isthisof God? Or isit awork of the devil ?

Romans 8:5 says, “For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh...”
Romans 8:6 says, “ For to be arnally minded isdeath...” Romans 8:7 says, “ Becausethe arnal
mind is enmity aganst God: for it is not subjed to the law of God, neither indead can be.”
Galatians 5:17 says, “ For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit aganst the flesh:
and these are contrary theoneto theother...”

If wewill believe God sWord, wewill haveno reed to ask othersfor “money,” for He shall
suppy al our neeads. Heis God and thereis nore greaer. Heiswell able to supdy all our nealsif
we will believe HisWord, walk by faith, nd by sight. Walk after the Spirit and nad after the flesh.

Let megive an exampleof aChristian who kelieved Godfor money, andgot what he needed.
When this certain individual entered Bible Schod to prepare for the ministry, ore of the main
requirements was that he live alife of faith. The training was nat free Students had to pay a
considerableamourt ead term for their education. They werenaot all owed to go ou andean money
for their educaion.Nor werethey all owed to soli cit suppat from churches, relativesor friends. They
could never ask anyone for money. They had to look orly to the LORD to supgy all their needs:
spiritual, physicd, and material.

One day, asthis gudent, along with ather students were in morning prayer. He placel his
Bible on hischair and krelt down, leaning his chest against his Bible. Hisarmswere under the dair
whil e his chest was against his Bible. He prayed for along time, along with the other students. He
was praying spedficdly for money to pay tuition.When he aosefrom prayer, hepicked up hsBible
and the money he needed fell from under his Bible. Hebrews 11:6 says, “But without faith it is
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imposgbleto please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that heis, and that heisa
rewarder of them that dili gently seek him.”

In 1981 ,just after | recaved the Holy Spirit with the evidenceof spe&king intongues, | was
in nea o finances. | wasin thetelevisionrepair businessand it was the last week in May. | didn't
tell anyone of my needs. The LORD knew my needs and supgied al | needed. On Tuesday, the day
following Memorial Day, | was watching television at noon. There was an evangeli st on, telli ng
abou asituation where he needed ore hunded thousand ddlarsto finish aprojed.

All of asudden from my spirit | head“send ___ onehunded ddlars’! It wasn't anaudible
voice bu it wasthe same asif it was. | knew | neaded abou threethousand ddl ars by the fifteenth
of June and ddn't have anywherenea that amount. | said,“LORD, | don't haveonehunded ddlars
to spare.”

The next day, abou noon,from my spirit came these samewords, “send _ orhunded
ddlars’! | said, “LORD, | dorit have one hunded ddlarsto send, | need threethousand ddl ars by
thefifteenth of June, if | hadit, You knav | would sendit.” After | said that, | beganto chedk all the
money | had. | totaled everything up; my home money, my personal chedking acourt, my shop
cheding acourt, and my shopcash. | had abou six hunded ddlarstotal.

Again, on Thursday abou noo, from my spirit came these same words, “send _~ oe
hunded ddlars’! Thistimel answered,“LORD, I’'ll sendthemoney, bu Y ouwill havetotake cae
of thethreethousand ddlars| need by the fifteenth of June.” | wrote out the dhedk and went to the
corner mail box and mailed it. When | was entering the doar to the shop,the telephore wasringing.
| recaved ore phore cdl after ancther for servicework.

| started working long hous every day, trying to get al the jobs dore on time. By the
fifteenth of June | had over threethousand ddlars. By thefirst of July | had anather one thousand
ddlars, and by the end o July | had takenin abou fivethousand ddl arsmorethan any yea previous
during those threemonths.

God knows when we have aneed, and He wants to supply al our needs. In Matthew 6:8,
Jesussaid, “your Father knoweth what thingsye have neel of, before yeask him.” Evenwhen
| had that need, | did na pray for the LORD to suppy all | had need of. | just kept doing what | knew
to do, kesides gudying the Word of God and praying in the Spirit. The LORD knew that | had that
need and He worked it out to suppy my need. God will do everything He can, acording to His
Word to help those who are His children.

The LORD haswaysto get othersto help in the time of need. There was ayoung woman in
achurch who hed threeteen-age dhildren. Onein grade schod andtwo in high schod. She had no
husband, and hed to suppat herself and her three il dren. She worked long hou's, bu was always
in church onSunday.

Thiswoman wasli stening to mewhen | would talk abou faith. One Sunday | had said, if you
redly believe, Godwill answer your prayer. Another Sunday | had said, you must be speafic when
you ask God, and He will answer acarding to what you pray...

This woman had a situation where her oldest daughter made alot of long-distance phore
cdls. She had a baby-sitting job, and used the money to pay for the long-distance phore cdls e
made. In the month of December, the grandmother of the child she baby-sat came to stay for a
month. That month shedid na ean any money baby-sitting. Y et, she kept on making long-distance
phore cdls.
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By the beginning of February the phore bill was © high, that her mother was nat ableto pay
it. They receved awarning from the phore company, that if the bill was not paid by a cetain dete,
the phore would be disconneded.

After heaingwhat | said abou being spedfic when you pray, she said, onMonday morning
she prayed. She asked the LORD to have melend her the money to pay the bill by Tuesday. Then,
when her oldest daughter got up, she said to her, "this morning, before you go to schod, cdl the
phore company andtell them | will bethereonTuesday andwill pay thefull amourt of thebill ." She
said, her daughter asked her, "where ae you going to get the money?' She said, "I prayed this
morning and the LORD is going to have Merle loan me the money." Her daughter asked her, "did
youask Merle"? Shesaid, "No, | asked the LORD to have Merlelend methe money." Her daughter
thought she was a littl e off in the head, bu did what her mother asked her, and cdled the phore
company that morning.

Now, faith isagift of God (Eph. 28), andthisiswhat happened. In the ealy afternoonthe
mother cdl ed me. She said to me, "Merle, will youloan me some money"? Withou thinking, | said
"sure." The words came out of my mouth withou me even thinking abou what | was saying. Then
| said, "where aeyou'? She said that shewas at work. Then | asked her, "what time do you get off
of work"? Shesaid "five-O'clock.” | said, "stop by onyour way home, | will be hereuntil 6:00P.M."

After | hung up the phore thowghts came to my mind, "what if she wantsto barow $1,000.
| dont have that much money"! But, immediately, "words cameto my mind," "dont worry, God can
handeit"! It wasn't thoughts, “it waswords” that cameto my mind. Therest of the dternoonl didn't
even think abou her or the money.

When she canein after 5:00, she said to me, "you will | oan me the money, won't you'? |
said, "sure | will," withou even thinking abou what | was sying. The words just came out of my
mouth. Then she said, "Y ou dort even knov how much | need"! Withou thinking, | said, "That’s
ok." Thenshesaidtome, "I need $135" | immediately said, " Ok, | haveit right here." Then shesaid,
"You dort know why | neal it." | said again, withou thinking, "it doesn’t matter."

Then she told me. Her daughter ran upthe telephore bill andit had to be paid. The bill was
more than $135, btishe only needed $135to addto what she had, to pay the bill . Withou thinking,
| said, hawv long beforeyouget paid again. Shesaid, " Thursday.” | said, “then you reed some money
for milk and groceries before Thursday. | will giveyou $1500 help you pay the bill and have some
money for food”

Theway faith worksis, the Holy Spirit works on bdh ends, the onewho prays, andthe one
whorespondsacording to the prayer. TheHoly Spirit did for her just as e asked. | did nd respond
to her request acording to my knowledge and thinking. The words came out of my mouth withou
me thinking abou what | was sying.

When the Holy Spirit works, He works all things together for them who love God (Rom.
8:28). Shewas new at how Godworksinfaith, and so was|. But to the Holy Spirit thisishow it has
been working from the beginning of time. He puts the words in a persons’ mouth, withou having
the person think abou what they are saying. He gives us peace in everything He has us do. He is
cdled the Spirit of PeaceAll things work together for our good,andthereisno guestionastoif we
shoud do something or not. When thoughts come to ou minds oppcsed to what the Holy Spirit is
doing, He cancdsthem with asaurance, thetypethat only He can give. It isan inward knowing, that
He can take cae of any circumstancethat shoud arise.
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The River of Water of Life

Revelation 221,2 says,

And he shewed mea pure river of water of life, clear ascrystal, proceealing aut of the

throne of God and of the Lamb.

Inthemidst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, wastherethetreeof life,

which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves

of thetree werefor the healing of the nations.
This river of water of life flows from the throne through the Lamb, through the Treeof Life, to
producefruit for the heding of the nations.

Many Christians today are heaing pastors teat what they have head ahers teat. What
they do nd redizeis, that’ sthe flesh, eding of the treeof knowledge. Y eas ago, there was aword
from the LORD saying, “ Those who teach, what they have heard ahers teach, and have not
receved it from My Spirit, if theywill repent, My gracewill cover them.” Jesus sid in John 645,
“Itiswrittenintheprophets, And they shall beall taught of God...” In 1John 227it says, “ But
the anointing which ye have receved of him abideth in you, and ye neead not that any man
teach you: but asthe same anointing teacheth you of all things, and istruth, and isnolie, and
even asit hath taught you, ye shall abidein him.” (For more information onthis subjed get the
book*“ Taught By God’ by Merle E. Koepke).

Many tead that the eaing of the Treeof Lifeisnot for thisage, bu “only” for after we get
to heaven. Thisisnat so, for it says, “ which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit
every month: and the leaves of thetree werefor the healing of the nations.”

There are nomonthsin heaven, nd even days or weeks or yeas. Thereisno right, and the
light in heavenisfrom the Lamb. Also, there ae no rationsin heaven, for al are one. Jesus sid in
John10:16,“other sheg | have, which are not of thisfold: them also | must bring, and they
shall hear my voice and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.” In heaven there is one
Shepherd and orefold.

Thefruit of the Treeof Lifethat Jesusistalking of isthe samefruit Hewastalking of in John
15.Jesus sid in John 158, “Herein ismy Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye
be my disciples.”

The whole New Covenant is based upon“what God can do through those who are His
Children,” nat what we can doin the flesh. It'sawork of “the river of water of life,” flowing
through thase who have the very life of Godin them.

Therefore, thewhole New Covenant is based uponwhat God hes dore andisdoing through
thasewhoarebornagain. It' sbased uponthe® Life of God” livinginthosewhoare God s chil dren.
It isbased uponawork of the Holy Spirit, working through the Word of God, in those who kelong
to God. It’s based upon®“walking after the Spirit and nd after the flesh.” Romans 8:5-8 says,

For they that are after theflesh do mind thethings of theflesh; but they that are after

the Spirit the things of the Spirit.

For to be arnally minded isdeath; but to be spiritually minded islife and peace

Becusethe arnal mind isenmity aganst God: for it isnot subjed tothelaw of God,

neither indead can be.

So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.
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(Note: Christians get in the flesh by walking after the flesh).

The New Covenant is based upm “thejust shall live by faith,” “God s faith, working in
us.” Thefaith thisistalking abou is “the gift of faith” that is “a fruit of the Spirit” (Gal. 5:22) In
Hebrews 10:38it says, “ Now thejust shall li veby faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall
have no pleasure in him.”

Christians need this “river of living water flowing through them every day.” It isthe Word
of Godempowered by the Holy Spirit coming from our spirit to producethefruit of the Treeof Life.
Thefruit of the Treeof Lifeisfor heding, restoring all that waslost. It isto bring hedth to any part
of our bodesthat isin need of heding. Thisisnot only physicd heding, bu aso restoring the souls
of men and women all over the world.

Godisintherestoration business na the destroying business Satan isthedestroyer, theliar,
the thief. Jesus has come that we might havelife and have it abundantly (John 1010). We nedd the
very lifeof Godin usto kegp usunto eternity. It isthe life of God within usthat keeps the river of
life flowing from our spirit to our minds, our souls, and ou to the world.

Revelation 2217 says, “And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that
heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the
water of lifefreely.” Whaosoever we ae, and nomatter what we aedoing, weshoud come andtake
of the water of lifefredy...

What many pastors dorit know is that the Book d Revelationis one revelation, given in
many instances, pertaining to many diff erent times here on eath andin heaven. It isnot written in
chrondogicd order (days, weeks, and yeas). As an example, verse one of Revelation 21"shoud
have” been verse 16 d Revelation 20.This error was creaed by the translators from the Greek to
the English, being that verse two of Revelation 21isawhoe new subjed from that of verse one.

Verse6,7and 8 d Revelation 21°could have” been arealy at the end d Revelation, Chapter
One. (They are spe&king of this time, duing the New Covenant, which started upon Jesus
resurredion from the dead). Verses one and two of Revelation 22“could have” been pacel after
verses 6,78 of Revelation 21,at the end o Revelation Chapter One. Revelation 2216-22 “could
have” been pacal at the end d Revelation, Chapter Three

The reason these verses are where they are in the context of the Book d Revelation is
becaisethat iswherethe Holy Spirit inspired the gostle Johnto pacethem. But that doesnot mean
they areinchrondogicd order. There ae many other parts of chaptersinthebook d Revelationthat
“could have” been paceal in aher places within the Book d Revelation.

What many do nd understand concerning the Bible is that the Bible itself (from Genesis
through Revelation), isarevelation d God sWord to man, which was aready dedared as finished
from the foundition d the world. It is the “foreknowledge of God reveded” according to God' s
purpose and dan, nd man’s purpose and dan. Revelation 138, acaording to the “foreknowledge
and dedaration d God’ sayswithin it, “whose names are not written in the book of life of the
Lamb dlain from the foundation of the world.” By God s foreknowledge, there were names
written in the Lambs book d life “from the foundation o the world.” God krew everyone, before
they were borninto thisworld. God krew whowould okey and kelieve andwhowould dsobey and
not believe. God is not ignorant... He knows everything, and always knew everything from the
beginning.

God krew the Lamb would be dain, adrealy from the foundation d the world, before man
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was creded. God krew Adam and Evewould sininthe garden of Eden. Therefore, becaiseit isthe
bloodof the Lamb that makes peacewith God; God dedared the Lamb as dain from thefoundition
of the world.

Why did the LORD say to the dhildren of Israd aready in Isaiah 4325,“1, even |, am he
that blotteth out thy transgressonsfor mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins.” How
didtheLORD blot out their transgressonsfor Hisown sake? With theblood d theLamb, slainfrom
the founcition d the world.

Why did Jesus sy to the man with the palsy, “Man, thy sins are forgiven theé€' (Luke
5:22)? There was no confesson d sin. There was no asking for forgiveness Jesus had na as yet,
goneto the Crossto shed Hisbloodfor theforgivenessof sins. But, God hed dedared theLamb slain
from the founcition d the world.

Christians must lean haw to “be taught by God,” from their spirit, na taught by man from
their mind. The teachings of men are based upon hunan intelledual knowledge, na on what the
Holy Spirit teates, comparing spiritual things with spiritual (1 Cor. 2:14).
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Back to Genesis

InGenesis2:16,it says, “And theL ORD God commanded theman, saying, Of every tree
of the garden thou mayest freely eat.” Inthe Hebrew it doesnat say “the man.” Theword “the”
has been added by thetranglators, changing what the Holy Spirit inspired in the beginning. Theword
“man” isnot the same Hebrew word asused for “ Adam.” In Strong’ snumbers, theword for oneman
by the name of Adam is number 121. The word used in Genesis 2:16 is Strong’s number 120,
meaning “mankindin genera.”

The LORD was eing to mankindin genera, that is“all of mankind, male andfemale.”
Not just to ore man by the name of Adam. This gatement was not limited to Adam, but isageneral
statement for mankind from Genesis through Revelation. God hes given mankind a freewill, to
choase which trees he desires to ea the fruit thereof.

The treeof knowledge of good and evil was nat a physicd tree & me tead. It was a
spiritua tree and Satan was the master of the treeof knowledge of goodandevil. The LORD isthe
master of the Treeof Life. All the other trees were physicd trees, and some of them were goodfor
food.

The Treeof Life andthe treeof knowledge of goodand evil were nat in the middle of the
garden as metead. Theword“ midst” usedin Genesis2:9 means, “inandamong” the other trees.
The Treeof Life andthe treeof knowledge of goodand evil were “in and among al the other trees
inthegarden.” The garden of Eden was quite large, extending for hundeds of milesasindicaed by
thelocation d therivers (Gen. 210-14). No matter where Adam and Eve went, the two treeswere
never far from them.

Acts 17:24-27 spedks of this same @ndtion, saying,

God that made theworld and all thingstherein, seangthat heisLord of heaven and

earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands,

Neither is wor shipped with men's hands, as though he needed any thing, seang he

giveth to dl life, and breath, and all things;

And hath made of oneblood all nations of men for to dwell on all thefaceof the arth,

and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation;

That they should seek theL ord, if haply they might fed after him, and find him, though

he be not far from every one of us:

When the LORD God pu man in the garden of Eden, it was © that man “ should seek the Lord,
if haply they might fed after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one (any
one).” The Treeof Life wasin the garden, that man would ed of the Treeof Life andlive forever.
The Treeof Life was never far from Adam and Eve, neither isit ever far from anyone living today.
It ishere oneath, for those whowill seek the LORD, and kbecome born again by eaing of the Tree
of Life. ThisTreeof Lifewill produce “everlasting, eternal life” inwhosoever will drink of thewater
of lifefredy.

Remember what Jesus said to thewoman at thewell inJohn 410, If thou knewest the gift
of God, and who it isthat saith to theg Give meto drink; thou wouldest have asked of him,
and hewould have given theeliving water.” Jesus was gedking of the water of life, from “the
river of thewater of life.” (Rev. 221,17, John 739). The “river of thewater of life,” flowsas
the Holy Spirit brings forth the Word of God from our spirit.
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(Some people do nd understand when God spegksinthe NOW, present tense, acarding to
Hisforeknowledge, based uponthings which are not yet acampli shed in the natural). Thisisdorne
all throughou the Scripturesat times. It tell susin Job 1:8“ And theLORD said unto Satan, Hast
thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the erth, aperfed and an
upright man, onethat feareth God, and escheweth evil?” The LORD was talking to the devil,
“ speaking those things which be not asthough theywere” (Rom. 817). By the end d Job'strial,
he confessed his sn andthat brought Jobto aposition d “a perfed and an upright man, onethat
feareth God, and escheweth evil.” When a Christian confesses their sins, God is faithful andjust
to forgive them of all unrighteousness that brings them to a position d righteousnessat that time
(1 John 19).

All throughou the Bible, the Scriptures e “things that be not as though theywere,”
acordingto that whichwasdedared by Godfrom thefoundation d theworld. Christiansmust lean
to spedk the Word of God acrding to what God says, na what man thinks. Godis Now, and His
Word is sttled in heaven, it canna be dhanged.

It simportant to understand that the gospel “good rews’ was preated to Adam and Evein
the garden of Eden, when they weretold they could fredy ed of the Treeof Life. The “good rews’
iseternd life, thevery lifeof God dvelli ngin man. Whosoever will, can havethiseterna life, if they
will “seek the LORD,” they will find Him for He is nat far from anyone. It doesn’'t make aly
differenceif apersonisin China, or the United States, in Greenland a in South Africa narth, south,
east, or west, the LORD is nat far from anyone.

The statement madein Genesis2:16isfor everyone (mankindin general), from Adam to the
last person who will be born onthis eath. They are dl included, and they may ed of every tree
fredy. Thisisevidenceof man’sfreewill t o chocse what he will dointhislife. Will he choase the
Treeof Life, or will he choasethetreeof knowledge of goodandevil ? The Treeof Lifewill produce
eterna life, thevery life of Godwithin. The treeof knowledge of goodandevil will producedeah,
two types of deah, physicd and eternal.

I’ sinteresting to naicethat, even though Adam and Eve were driven from the garden after
eding of thetreeof knowledge of goodandevil “to keep theway of thetreeof life,” anyone, even
before thefloodwho cdl ed uponthe name of the LORD and oleyed hm wererecaved into eternal
life when they died, including Enoch, Abraham, Isaag Jaab, etc. Enoch was taken to heaven
withou dying aphysicd deah (Gen. 524, Heb. 115). Jesus said in Matthew 22:31,32,

But astouching the resurrection of thedead, have ye not read that which was goken

unto you by God, saying,

| am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? God isnot the

God of the dead, but of theliving.

What’ simportant to understandabou Genesis2:16,17isthat the LORD Godwill not prevent
anyone from eding of thetreeof knowledge of goodandevil. Man was only kept from eaing of the
Treeof Life dter Adam and Eve de of the treeof knowledge of goodand evil .

When Adam and Eve ae of thetreeof knowledge of goodandevil, everyone (except Jesus)
already had sin and deah residing in them. There was no reed to kegp man from eding of the tree
of knowledge of goodand evil, only thetreeof life.

Sincethe beginning in the garden of Eden, the LORD never stopped anyone from eding of
thetreeof knowledge of goodandevil. Everyone hasafreewill t o chocseif they will ea of thetree
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of life or the treeof knowledge of goodand evil .

Anyone can believewhatsoever thedesire cncerningtheWord of God a thewords of men,
the LORD will not stop them from beli eving whatsoever they wish to believe. In John 522, Jesus
said, “ For theFather judgeth noman, but hath committed all judgment untothe Son.” In John
12:47, 48,Jesus said,

And if any man hear my words, and believe not, | judge him not: for | came not to

judge theworld, but to save the world.

Hethat rejedeth me, and recaveth not my words, hath onethat judgeth him: theword

that | have spoken, the same shall judge him in thelast day.”

Nether God a Jesusisnat judging anyone & thistime. We aeto judge ourselves, acaording to the
Scriptures, and the Words that Jesus goke.

If we judge ourselves acrding to the Scriptures, that is, “the inspired Word of God,” nat
theideas of men, wewill be “taught by God,” andwill not be mndemned onthelast day. In 1 John
2:271it tellsus, “ But the anointing which ye have receved of him abideth in you, and ye neal
not that any man teach you: but asthe same anointing teacheth you of all things, and istruth,
and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him.” God teades by the
anointing, withou the anaintingwe caana know thetruth. Thosewhotead contrary to the baptism
inthe Holy Spirit with the evidenceof spe&ing in tongueswill not be taught by the anointing. That
isvery evident in the New Testament.

The Scripturesare dea, thosewho believe alie, will not inherit eternal lifein heaven. Thase
whoteadt alie, will recave agreaer punishment. All li ars, false teaders, and false prophets will
have their part in the lake of fire (Rev. 2010, 218).

Satan has used every means he hasto changetheWord of God,to makeit say something that
God did nd say. Hedid it to Evein the garden, saying, “ Ye shall not surely die” (Gen. 34). From
that day forward, Satan has been saying things “contrary” to the truth of the Word of God. Many
trandator’s of Bibles have dhanged what the Holy Spirit inspired, to say what they wanted to say,
not what God said. Very few Christians have taken the time to chedk the Hebrew and Greek to see
if their Bibles agree with the inspired Word of God. This is the same & eaing of the tree of
knowledge of goodand evil, rather than eaing of the Treeof Life.

Every person hasafreewill t o choose what they will beli eve, which Biblethey will use, who
they will li sten to when it comes to the Word of God. On the last day, we will all give an acourt
for what we did abou the Word of Godandthe Treeof Life. Until that last day, Christians cantead
whatsoever they wish, bu it would be better if they would recave what they teat from the Holy
Spirit, na man.

In 1 Corinthians 14:1 it says, “ Foll ow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts, but rather
that ye may prophesy.” The thirteenth Chapter of 1 Corinthians, Paul had just explained the love
of Godwhich isnot natural human love, but the love of Godwhichis ded abroad in ou heats by
the Holy Spirit (Rom. 5:5). Now the gastle Paul is continuing on teading how to dothe will of
God. He said, continue on in love, and desire spiritua (that is to walk in the spirit). The word
“gifts’ isnat in the Greek, that word has been added by the translators, na having understanding
of what Paul waswriting. Inthe Greek, Paul said “but rather that yemay prophesy.” Thesubjed
of thisverseis“prophegy.”

Prophesy means, “ spe&k by theunction d the Holy Spirit.” Any gift “that isnot” inspired by
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the Holy Spirit is of no value, it isafalse operation d the spirits of thisworld.

Anyone who teates and spe&ks from their natural mind, is walking in the flesh not in the
spirit. They are spe&king and teading from the aility of man, nd of God. Peter used this ssme
example of spe&king in 1 Peter 4:11, saying, “1f any man speak, let him speak asthe oracles of
God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all
things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and
ever. Amen.” Man's geing in the New Covenant shoud be “by the unction d the Holy Spirit,”
which isthe same & prophesying.

It is not God's intention that Christians soud tead and pread by their own natural,
intell edual ability. Godwantsto give man thewordsto spegk, na from theflesh but from the spirit.
No matter what we ae doing, Godwantsto be “the One” doing it through man, nd man dang it of
his ability.

The only difference between prophecy and tongues, is that in tongues no man knows what
issaid, urlessthereisaninterpretation; whereasinaprophecy al can understandwhat is said (1 Cor.
14:2). Thereis aplacefor tongues and there is aplacefor prophegy. If thereis nointerpretation d
tongues in a durch, no or will understand what is said. But, when there is an interpretation,
tongues and prophecy are onthe samelevel, oreisjust as goodas the other.

Y et, in tongues, thereisatime “which isvery important” when we spe& to God and nd to
man. That iswhat Paul is e&ing of in 1 Corinthians 14:2,4.We need to receve mysteries from
Godwhil e spe&ing in tongues as well as edify ourselves. But this s1oud bedorein private, na in
the dhurch, udessall agreethat they will pray in the spirit (Eph. 618). When praying in the Spirit
they shoud na exped an interpretation. Jude tells us, we shoud buld up ou most haly faith,
praying in the spirit (Jude 1:20). Thisis private prayer, spegking to God in the spirit, na spe&king
to man.

Praying in the Spirit, or praying intonguesisas man will s, ashe praysfrom his sirit not his
mind,orintelled (1 Cor. 1414,15. Itisour resporsibility to pray all prayer inthe Spirit (Eph. 618).
Wheresas, tonguesandinterpretationisnot an ad of man, it isof God. God givesthetongue and God
givestheinterpretation.If God beginsthe spe&king intongues, and nd man, then Godwill alsogive
theinterpretation.|f God ddn't givethetongue, thentherewill benointerpretation. Christiansought
to knaw if it was from God a from man (from their spirit or from their mind).

Thisisapart of the mgor diff erencebetween the Old Covenant, which was acording to the
flesh, andthe New Covenant whichisacarding to the Spirit. Christians, who do ndunderstandthe
diff erencebetween the Old Covenant andthe New Covenant will still beoperating from their natural
minds, and nd from their spirit. Thosewho operatefrom their natural mindarestill eaing of thetree
of knowledge of goodand evil, rather than of the Treeof Life. God operates from our spirit, man
operates from his mind.

Thereisamagor diff erence between operating from our mind a operating from our spirit.
When we operate from our mind, man is in control. When we operate from our spirit, Godisin
control. If Godisnat in control, then man is dill eaing of the treeof knowledge of goodand evil .
We canna bypassour mind, therefore, we must bring our thoughtsin line with the written Word of
God. It must be what the Holy Spirit inspired, nd what man wrote or translated incorredly.

The whoe New Covenant must be awork of Godin man. Phili ppians 2:13 says, “For it is
God which worketh in you both to will and to do of hisgoad pleasure.” It'snot man trying to
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doGod swill, bu Godworking in man to doHisown will . Man must deny himself so that God can
doHisgood geasurein man.

Man was given afreewill aready in Genesis 2:16. We dhoose if we will | et God have His
way in ou lives, or if wewill do ou own will of the flesh and hinder God from doing Hiswill i n
our lives. What is of theflesh is corruption. What is of the Holy Spirit isthe will of God. We must
walk after the Spirit and nd after the flesh.
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TheFlesh or the Spirit

Thosewhowalk after theflesh arestill eding of thetreeof knowledge of goodandevil . They
beamereligiousintheir ways, basing much of what they tead and kelieveuponthe Old Testament,
not uncerstanding the New Testament. Some of what they tead isin the New Testament, bu they
are teating the letter of the law, na the spirit of the law.

This can be seen in the way they tead from the Scriptures. They tead acording to man’'s
wisdom and knavledge of the Scriptures, rather than from God srevelation d the Scriptures. The
Scriptures contain information from God concerning HisWord. Thisisgood,andis neeled. For the
Holy Spirit canna work withou the Word. It takes the Word and the Holy Spirit working together
to acomplish all that the Scriptures sy.

Those who are still operating by the flesh, and nd by the Spirit have information from the
Scriptures, but norevelationfrom the Holy Spirit. Informationisimportant, but withou revelation,
we will missGod.

It'simportant that we get our “information,” from the Word. We must not be conformed to
thisworld, bu be transformed by the Word of God. Y et, we do nd base what we do by information
from the Word of God orly. We must have revelation from the Holy Spirit before we gply the
Scriptures to ou lives. Once we get the “revelation,” then we can apply our faith and seethe
manifestation.

We must be caeful, na to dowhat Abraham did in Genesis 16. Abraham aready had
“information” in Genesis 15, that hisheir would be hisown child, nd his srvant. But, Abraham did
nat have “revelation” asto hav Godwas going to give Abraham a cild. Withou “revelation” from
God, Abraham harkened to the voice of Sarah and had a dhild with Hagar.

That is a good example of what can happen when Christians try to do the work of the
ministry withou first getting “revelation” from God on haev to dowhat Godcadl ed them to do.They
may have “information” that God dd cdl them into the ministry. But, before they go to dothe work
of theministry, they also need “revelation” from God concerning “how to dowhat God cdl ed them
to do”

Abraham listened to Sarah, and had a son with Hagar. The result of that operation d the
flesh, caused Abraham much dfficulty. If Abraham had trusted in the LORD to work ou the detail s
concerning his heir, Sarah would still have had “Isaac” It was in the plan of God from the
founcition of theworld, that Sarah would bea Isaag andlsaacwould have Jacob, and Jacbwould
be the father of the twelve tribes of Israd.

GodrevedsHisplan acording to Histiming, na acording to man’sideas. God revedsto
uswhat He is going to dowhen Heisrealy to reved it to us. In the meantimeit’supto usto wak
by faith, and ke led by the Holy Spirit, na the flesh.

All over theworld, Christians are taking “information” from the Bible andteading from it,
rather than waiting for “revelation” from the Holy Spirit asto what iswrittenin the Bible. There ae
all sorts of these ideas, which beame doctrines of various denominations or fell owships.

Let’slook at one example. Today, there ae many Christian churches teating “you must
keep the Sabbath.” They have dl sorts of “information” from the Bible to prove they are corred in
what they tead. Information withou revelation is only operating in the flesh, nd in the spirit. A
person can doall they want in the flesh, bu if the Holy Spirit isnat in onit, it isall for nought.
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What abou the Sabbath day? The Sabbath was a type and shadow of a rest which shoud
comewhenwewalk after the Spirit and nd after theflesh. Let’s ®ethisinthe Scriptures. In Genesis
2:2it says, “ And on the seventh day God ended hiswor k which he had made; and he rested on
the seventh day from all hiswork which he had made.” Then in Exodus 20, in giving the Law
to the dhildren of Israd, it says,

Six days salt thou labour, and do dl thy work:

But the seventh day isthe sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any

work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor

thy cattle, nor thy stranger that iswithin thy gates:

For in six daysthe LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and

rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hall owed it

(Ex. 2009-11).

The Law was given by the LORD as a type and shadow of the New Covenant which was gill to
come. Therefore, thase who were under the law had to keep the Sabbath, urtil Jesus came and
fulfill ed the Law, that the New Covenant could become dfedive. The Law aso required the blood
of animals andfowl to be shed as atype and shadow of the New Covenant Blood d Jesus. (Note:
isn’t it oddthat those who say we must keep the Sabbath, dorit say youmust also saaificetheblood
of animals?)

The keeping of the Sabbath was only atype and shadow of “therest of faith” we shoud be
entering into in the New Covenant. In Hebrews 4 it explains the Sabbath, saying,

For wewhich havebelieved do enter intorest, ashesaid, As I havesworn in my wrath,

if they shall enter into my rest: although theworkswerefinished from the foundation

of theworld.

For he spakein acertain placeof the seventh day on thiswise, And God did rest the

seventh day from all hisworks.

And in thisplaceagain, If they shall enter into my rest.

Seang therefore it remaineth that some must enter therein, and they to whom it was

first preached entered not in because of unbelief:

Again, helimiteth a certain day, saying in David, To day, &ter so long atime; asit is

said, Today if yewill hear hisvoice harden not your hearts.

For if Jesus[Joshua] had given them rest, then would henot afterwar d have spoken of

another day.

There remaineth therefore arest to the people of God.

For hethat isentered into hisrest, healso hath ceased from hisown works, asGod did

from his.

L et uslabour therefore to enter intothat rest, lest any man fall after the same example

of unbelief (Heb. 43-11).

Those who teadh, “you must keep the Sabbath” have no “revelation” of what is taught in the New
Testament concerning the Sabbath. There aemany instancesin the New Testament that show usthat
keeping the Sabbath isawork of the flesh, nd of the Spirit. In Colossans 2:16,17it says,

L et no man therefore judgeyou in meat, or in drink, or in resped of an holyday, a of

the new moon, or of the sabbath days:

Which are a shadow of thingsto come; but the body is of Christ.
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The keeping of the Sabbath day was only ashadow of thingsto come, which came when Jesus was
raised from thedeal. Heisnow the head of thebody of Christ, which Christiansare membersof His
body, the dhurch. Now that Christ has risen from the dead, we can become Children of Godin the
Spirit, that we nolonger walk after the flesh but after the Spirit. The Old “shadow” is passed away
andthe New “life in the Spirit” has come.

Concerning the Sabbath, it was only for the Children of Israd, never for the Gentiles. The
Gentil es were never under the Law.

Ancther instance where there is only “information” and no“revelation” for those who say
“youmust keep the Sabbath,” isin Galatians 2:15,16.Paul addressng theissue of Jews or Gentil es
keeping the Law, made it clea concerning the Law, saying, “ Knowing that aman isnot justified
by theworksof thelaw, but by thefaith of JesusChrist, even wehavebelieved in JesusChrist,
that we might bejustified by thefaith of Christ, and not by the works of thelaw: for by the
works of the law shall no flesh be justified.” Keeping the Law or the Sabbath will not justify
anyonre. It isawork of the flesh, nd of the Holy Spirit.

Why the Sabbath in the beginning? It was only “a type and shadow” of the “rest” that
Christians shoud enter into “by faith.” God entered His rest on the seventh day, “He ceaed from
Hisworks.” Christians shoud enter into the promised “rest” for the New Covenant by “ceasing from
their works of theflesh,” andlet God doHiswork through them by His Spirit. Kegping the Sabbath
for both Jews and Gentiles is “walking after the flesh.”

For the Jews and the Gentil es alike are to enter into “the rest” that is oken of in the New
Covenant. Jesus oke of thisin John 1016, saying, “ And other sheg | have, which are not of
thisfold: them also | must bring, and they shall hear my voice and thereshall beonefold, and
one shepherd.” Jews and Gentiles alike must enter into the same sheegfold, having the same
Shepherd.

Men, using their intellecdual knowledge, “eating of the treeof knowledge of goodandevil ,”
tead doctrines, from the “information” inthe Bible, withou “revelation” from theHoly Spirit. This
causes“divisionsandstrife” anongthosewhoaretruly “bornagain”’ Christians. James 3:14-16says,

if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not aganst the

truth.

Thiswisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual (psuchikos), devili sh.

For where envying and strifeis, thereis confusion and every evil work.

The Greek word “psuchikos’ means “the natural man of the flesh.” In ather words, it’s corruption
working through man by Satan himself.

All throughou the body of Christ there ae many divisions, caused by envy andstrife, which
are devili sh. Why? Because Christians are living by the treeof knowledge of goodand evil, rather
then by walking after the Holy Spirit asHeleals us by the Word of God.Withou “revelation” from
the Holy Spirit al we haveis“information,” from the written Word.

In many of the Churchestoday youwill findthat “money” ismoreimportant than preading
“Jesusandthe Cross” Yet, Jesus sid,“And I, if | belifted up from the erth, will draw all men
unto me” (John 1232). Why so much emphases upon “money,” which brings “corruption”? I’ve
been in churches myself, where they take up two to threeofferings. They canna go onwith the
serviceurtil they havetakenin“enough money” according to their ideas. Somehavetotakeup®love
offerings’ honaing aimost everything you can think of. They take “love offerings” for the pastor’s
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birthday, the pastor’s anniversary, his yeas as a pastor, his wedding anniversary, the ciurches
anniversary, the pastor’ swife’ sbirthday; any andall typesof ressonstotakeup“loveofferings.” The
pastorslive like kings, whil e the people ae being destroyed for aladk of knowledge. It's dl of the
flesh, anyone listening to their spirit knows it’ s the flesh.

These are not lifting up “Jesus’ they are lifting up men and women. They are not drawing
peopleto“Jesus’ they arein-turn drawing attentionto themselves. Their focusisupon®money,” not
on“Jesus.” They “pread andteatr money,” andthey desire dl the “money” they can get. They take
it from the “poar widows” and spend it for “their own glory.” This does nat glorify “Jesus’ in any
way. It does not “raise up Jesus,” it raises up men and women.

These are seeking Satan’s covering when they shoud be se&ing Jesus' covering. Money
canna dowhat God can do,it only brings more crruption, and more mwndemnation to those who
love the world and the things of thisworld (1 John 215,16.

If Churcheswould“ preach JesusChrist, and Him Crucified” they would be preadingthe
gospel that Jesus preadied, the same gospel that Paul, andall the other writers of the Bible preated.
If they would raise up Jesus, He would draw al men urto Him. When Jesus draws men unto
Himself, Hetakesthem to the Crosswhere Hewaslifted up.Hetakesthem tothe Blood d the Lamb
that cleanses them from all sin and urrighteousness Jesus, by the power of the Holy Spirit will
sanctify, justifies, redeam, puify, save, deliver and proted them from all the works of the devil.

Christians do nd become righteous by their works of the flesh, it’s only the righteousness
of Jesus that God will accept. Only by what Jesus did for us can we ae set free It’s Jesus and His
Bloodthat the Bible is pe&ing of from Genesisthrough Revelation. The Apostle Paul said it this
way, “1 determined not to know any thing among yau, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified”
(1 Cor. 22). Until pastors and congregations understand that message, they will still bewalkingin
theflesh, eaing of thetreeof knowledge of goodandevil. They shoud be eding of the Treeof Life.

Satan knowsthewritten Word, and knavshow to twist it to makeit say something other than
what God said. Satan used the serpent to deceve Eve, saying,

3.Yeshall not surely die:

4. For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes sall be opened,

and ye shall be as gods, knowing goal and evil (Gen. 33,4).

In verse four, the serpent told a partial truth, bu in verse threg he dhanged the Word of the LORD
completely, and made it say something the LORD did nd say.

Christians must understand, it wasn’t a snake that came to Eve and spoke to her that day.
Satan doesn’t come & meone we reagnize & the devil when he cmes changing the Word of
God. Satan usesthosewhosay they are Apostles, Prophets, Teaters, Evangelist, or Pastors. Heuses
those, who at onetime, were anointed by the LORD with grea signsand wonders. Many Christians
have grea resped for those who Satan uses to change the Word of God and make it say what they
want it to say.

These men andwomen, like Lucifer till have an anointing, bu their worksare evil. How do
we discern the truth from the eror? We must have “information” from the Word of God, and then
also “revelation” from the Holy Spirit before we accet what they say.

Balaam had agrea anointing as aprophet. All of Balaan'srecorded prophedes were true.
But Balaan went and dd things he was not anointed to do. 2Peter 2:15 says, “W hich have
forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, following the way of Balaam the son of Bosor,
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who loved thewages of unrighteousness” Many, once anointed with the Holy Spirit, have turned
away and have forsaken the right way.

Christians do nd bel ong teading anything that the Holy Spirit doesnaot bea witnessto. The
Holy Spirit will only bea witnessto that which is the inspired Word of God. He will never bea
witnessto the words of men, “only that which He inspired to be written Himself.”

All over theworld we have Bibles that are being used as though they were the true Word of
God. Yet, they do nd agreewith what the Holy Spirit inspired in the beginning. Thosewho do nd
use the Hebrew and Greek in their studies will easily be decaved by these tranglations.

Y et, the most important of all i sthat weleanto beled by the Spirit and nd the flesh that we
are taught by God nd by man. That we walk by faith and nd by sight. That we beli eve the Gospel
of Jesus Christ, and nd get off into ou own worksof theflesh. Hebrews 10:38 says, “ Now thejust
shall liveby faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall haveno pleasure in him.” Hebrews
13:8 says, “Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.”

Why doChristianswalk after theflesh whenthey have Jesus Christ to foll ow, whowill never
leave us nor forsake us? Heiswell ableto kegp usin Hiswaysif wewill follow Him. He hasgiven
us the Holy Spirit that we may know thase things which are of God. We nead orly the Word, the
LORD Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit. Everything else may fail, but the LORD andthe Spirit will
never leave us nor forsake us.
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TheWater of Life

Jesus said, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that procealeth out
of the mouth of God.” The natural man, thase who are born of the flesh, live by bread alone. But
the new creaurein Christ isaspiritual man. The spiritual man lives by the Word of God, “ By evey
Word that proceals out of the mouth of God.”

How does the Word of God come out of the mouth of God? By two ways. By an audible
voiceand by spe&ing from the spirits of peoplethrough their mouths. God sWord came out of the
mouths of all Hisprophetsin the Old Testament and still comes out of the mouths of many of thase
who are born again of the Spirit and baptized in the Spirit (John 36, Acts 2:4). It’ s by the unction
of the Holy Spirit that God spe&ks through the mouths of thase who He dhoases.

In Isaiah 289 it asks, “W hom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to
understand doctrine?” Thenin Isaiah 2811, He answers that question by telling us, “ For with
stammering lipsand another tonguewill he speak tothispeople.” Thisisonly for thosewhoare
baptized in the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speking in tongues “as the Holy Spirit gives the
utterance” God speaksto Hispeopleby the power of theHoly Spirit, using thetongues of thasewho
are baptized in the Holy Spirit.

Revelation 221 says, “ And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear ascrystal,
procealing out of the throne of God and of the Lamb.” What is this *pure river of water of
life”? The Apostle John wsed the word “water” many times, whil e spegking of the Word of God. In
John7:38, ke wrote, “out of hisbelly shall flow riversof living water.” In 1 John 56 he wrote,
“Thisishethat cameby water and blood, even Jesus Christ; not by water only, but by water
and blood. And itistheSpirit that beareth witness becausethe Spiritistruth.” There aemany
other Scriptures where John wsed the word “water” signifying the Word of God.

InRevelation, 221, heis e&ing of the “pure Word of God,” not some man’sidea na the
doctrines of men, bu the pure Word of God flowing from the Throne of God. In John 414 to the
woman at the well, Jesus said, “ But whosoever drinketh of thewater that | shall give him shall
never thirst; but the water that | shall give him shall bein him awell of water springing up
into everlasting life.”

In John 11, Jesus Himself iscdled “the Word of God.” In John 14 it says, “In him was
life; and thelifewasthelight of men.” In 1John 11 Jesusiscdled “the Word of Life.” It says,
“That which wasfrom the beginning, which we have hear d, which we have seen with our eyes,
which wehavelooked upon, and our handshavehandled, of theWord of life.” Many times, the
word, “Word” or “Water” are used symbdlicdly, espedaly by the Apostle John.

Anyone, reading the Scriptures shoud know the Apastle Johnisnat spegking of liquid water.
No man has ever seen apersonwalking aroundwith rivers of liquid water flowing out of hisbelly.
But, those who have been baptized with the Holy Spirit have experienced the Word of God coming
out of their belly, where the Holy Spirit dwellsin their spirit.

The “rivers of living water” is the Word of God, flowing out of our spirit, which isin ou
belly. Theriverskee flowing, day and nght, they do nd stopflowing. Theriversthat flow from our
spirit are apart of “that river of living water that comes from the throne of Godwhere the Father and
the Son are seded.”

The Sonisthe Word (logos) of God (John 11,2). The Word of Godisthelife (zoe) of the
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Spirit. The spirit man lives by the Word of God. Thelife of the spirit of manisintheWord of God.
The new credurein Christ isborn of the Word of God (1 Peter 1:23) andthe Holy Spirit (John 36).
Withou the Word of Godwe caana have dernal life. Withou the Word of Godwe canna become
children of God.

Oncewe ae born again, we have spiritua life (zoe), the very life of God flowing from the
Throne of Godthrough the Treeof Life. ThisWord of Godflowslikeriversfrom our spirit thought
our soul unto the nations. Thereishedingin the “riversof living water.” Thereisredemptioninthe
“rivers of living water.”

Thewater is ymbadli c of the Word aswell asthe Holy Spirit. The Word isa deansing agent.
Jesus said in John 153, “Now ye are clean through theword (logos) which | have spoken unto
you.” The Word and the Bloodwork together. Therefore, Jesus came by the Word and the Blood,
not by the Word only, bu by the Word and the Blood (1 John 56).

Why was it that no ore @muld ea of the Treeof Life until after Jesus' bloodwas sed, and
He died onthe Cross and arose ayain from the deal (beaming the firstborn from the dead)?
Because the water of life, could na flow until the bloodwas hed for our redemption. After the
bloodwas $hed, Jesus went and sat down onthe throne of God along with His Father. Now the
“pure river of water of life, clear ascrystal” doesflow from the throne of Godthrough the Lamb,
through the Treeof Life, urto the nations.

Now, let us seesomething abou this “pure river of water of life, clear ascrystal.” The
“pure Word of God,isclea ascrystal.” What it is saying is, “it’s only the pure Word of God that
will come from the throne of God,” not man’s doctrines, na doctrines of devils. Only that which
God said, will come from the throne of God. Nothing that is not pure, clea as crystal, will come
from the throne of God.

Lookat what it saysin 1 Corinthians 12:3, “W herefore | giveyou to understand, that no
man speaking by the Spirit of God call eth Jesusaccur sed: and that no man can say that Jesus
istheLord, but by theHoly Ghost.” No man, spe&king by the Holy Spirit can cdl Jesusacaursed.
No man speking by the Holy Spirit can spegk anything contrary to the Word of God. Every Word
spoken by the Holy Spirit through man will be Truth, and nolie. It isnot passbleto speg anything
by the unction d the Holy Spirit except that which is Truth. Anything that comes from our spirit by
the Holy Spirit will agreetotally and completely with the “inspired Word of God.” The words of
men, the ideas of men, the doctrines of men will not come from the spirit of man by the unction d
the Holy Spirit. Everything that comes from our spirit by the Holy Spirit will be “pure; clea as
crystal,” asit flows by the anainting of the Holy Spirit within us.

The Holy Spirit will not confirm the words of men. He will only confirm the pure, true,
inspired Word of God. The Holy Spirit will nat confirm any “thought for thought” trandlations, or
any “paraphrased” trandations, or any “misstranslated” Bible passages. He will only confirm that
which He inspired to be written.

Thosewho wse “thought for thought” translations, or “paraphrased” translations, or any “miss
translated” Bibles could bein gred danger of speaking against God. They could be spe&king from
thetreeof knowledge of goodandevil, thinking it’s God. God gave usHisWord to go by, Hedidn't
give us man’ sword to go by. It simportant that we do nd let the devil doto uswhat he did to Eve.
The serpent changed what the LORD had said, and made alie out of it. Eve believed alie, and she
was just as guilty of sin as Adam was (1 Tim. 2:14).

43



Christians shoud pu ahigh priority on“theinspired” Word of God, and nd be lead astray
by tranglations that are not corredly translated from the Hebrew and Greek (the original writi ngs).
God has given us His Word, nd to abuse or misuse it. It must be kept in its truth as God intended
it, na as man intended it.

What comes from the throne of God will never be “man’s ideas, man’s interpretation, o
man’s doctrines.” Whatever flows “from the throne, through the Lamb, through the Treeof Life,”
will aways be by the unction d the Holy Spirit, never by the will of man.

What man does with the Word of God is the same & what he does with God Himself. We
canna change God, and we shoud never try to change the Word of God either. God gave us His
Word andit will standforever. Thase whotry to change the Word of God could bein gred troude
when they stand before the LORD onthat last day.

The Holy Spirit inspired the writing of the Word of God. What the Holy Spirit said will
stand, nomatter what peoplethink. Peopledo nd have power over theWord of Godandthey do nd
have power over the Holy Spirit.

There are many peopletoday, cdli ng themselves Christians and speaking against “ speaking
intongues.” Some even saying “it’ sof thedevil.” Thiskind d teading could cost them their eternal
life. Jesus said, “ And whosoever speaketh a word aganst the Son of man, it shall be forgiven
him: but whosoever speaketh aganst the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in
thisworld, neither in theworld to come” (Matt. 1232). | would na want to be in that position
where there is no forgivenessfor spesing against the Holy Spirit.

When | recaved Jesus Christ as my LORD and Savior, | belonged to a church that did na
know what Jesus meant by “born again.” Yet, | cried ou to the LORD to take aontrol of my life and
be my LORD. And He did, that very same night that | cried ou to Him.

TheBible says, “ And it shall cometo pass that whosoever shall call on the name of the
Lord shall be saved” (Acts 2:21). | cdled ou to the LORD and He saved me. Yet the church |
belongedto ddn't understandwhat happened. So, | had toleavethat church andgoto another church
that knew what it meant to beaome “born again.” It wasonly avery short time dter | wasborn again
that there was a desire in my heat to receve the Holy Spirit with the evidence of spe&king in
tongues. The church | was going to then, dd believein the new birth, bu didn't believein speging
in tongues. So it took awhil e for me to find someone who believed in spe&ing in tongues before
| receved the Holy Spirit with the evidence of spe&king in tongues.

Oncel receved the Holy Spirit with the evidenceof speakingintongues, the “riversof living
water” began to flow from my spirit. Scriptures, and parts of Scriptureswould come from my spirit
to my mind. They would come when | wasn’t expeding them. They did na come from my mind,
they came from my spirit. | would knaw things, withou having any previous knowledge. My spirit
would be praising the LORD when my mind was on something else totally.

| would find myself praying in the natural and praying in the spirit at the sametime. It took
the Holy Spirit some time to teadh me what was happening in my spirit. He had to tead me what
Paul was writing abou in 1 Corinthians 14:14,15when he said,

For if | pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my understanding is

unfruitful.

What isitthen? | will praywith thespirit, and | will praywith theunderstanding a so:

I will sing with the spirit, and | will sing with the understanding aso.

44



| didn't understandwhat was happening at first until theHoly Spirit brought certain Scripturesto me,
that | would look them up and study them.

It took awhile for me to understand that born again Christians dorni't serve God with their
mind. They serve Godwith their spirit. In Romans 1:9, Paul wrote, “ For God ismy witness whom
| serve with my spirit...” In John 424, Jesus sid, “God is Spirit, and those who wor ship Him
must wor ship in spirit and truth” (NKJV).

Much o what | leaned, | learned by the Holy Spirit bringing Scripture verses to my mind,
nat when | expeded Him to, bu when He wanted to. Many times | had to stop dang what | was
doing, to go andlook upthe Scripture versesthat came from my spirit. Thisisall awork of theHoly
Spirit, causing the “rivers of living water” to flow from our spirit (John 7.38).

TheHoly Spirit isour teader, and Heteates us from our spirit, where He dwells. In 1John
2:27,it says, “ But theanointing which ye have receved of him abideth in you, and yeneed not
that any man teach you: but asthe same anointingteacheth you of all things, and istruth, and
isnolie, and even asit hath taught you, ye shall abidein him.” Jesustalked of thisin John 645,
saying, “It iswritten in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God.” This was alrealy
prophesied in Isaiah 289-11, saying,

Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine?

them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts.

For precept must beupon precept, precept upon precept; lineupon ling, lineupon line;

herealittle, and therealittle:

For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people.

TheWord of God can come aswe sped intongues, or it can comein English or whatever language
a person speaks normally. But, it comes from our spirit, na our mind, will, or intelled. Out of our
belly flows “rivers of living water.”

Christians must be very careful who they listen to, for if anyone spe&ks against the Holy
Spirit or against spe&ing in tongues, be avare, to spe&k against the Holy Spirit is asin that may
never be forgiven, nd in thisworld or in the worlds to come (Matt. 1232).

Kegin mind,whenwebecomeborn again, we aenolonger of thisworld, we aebornfrom
abowve (John 36,7; 17:16). God is our true Father, and we should nolonger be conformed to this
world, but be transformed by the renewing of our mind onthe Word of God (Rom. 122). We ae
to be taught by God, by the Holy Spirit dwelling in us. Let us not let men tell usthingsthat do nd
agreewith the “inspired Word of God’ (that which iswritten in the Hebrew and Greek). Don't be
led astray by men who use “man’ s tranglations that do nd agreewith the Hebrew and Greek.” We
donit need man’sideas, we need the“ pure river of water of life, clear ascrystal, procealing out
of thethrone of God and of theLamb” (Rev. 221).

Let megive an example of how the Holy Spirit bringsthingsto my attention,andthen helps
me as | study the Scriptures. Some have taught that becaise John 424 in the King James Version
of the Bible says, “ God isa Spirit: and they that wor ship him must worship him in spirit and
in truth,” that would mean that man, being creded in the likenessand image of God would be “a
spirit.” Therefore, they say, “manisaspirit, and hasasoul andabody.” These arors happen when
men tead from their natural mind, nd receving their information from the Holy Spirit.

One day, whil eworking onamadineit came from my spirit, “ Godis Spirit.” | knew what
the Holy Spirit was showing me, bu | still stopped what | was doing and went to my Bible. When
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we uncerstand that “ God is Spirit,” we can understand why God is omnipresent and annipotent.
Godwho"isSpirit” creded“ spirits’ (angels, etc.) Angelsarenaot “ Spirit” but they are “spirits.” They
are nat physicd beings, they exist inthe spirit redm, na inthe natural redm. They can appea inthe
natural redm, as some have acording to the Bible (Gen. 182,22, 191, Judges 13:3, 920, etc.)
Hebrews 132 tells us, “Be not forgetful to entertain strangers. for thereby some have
entertained angels unawares.”

Thereisan error in the King James Versionin John 424.The Greek reads, “ God Spirit...”
Not “God isa Spirit...” Inthe New King James Version they correded this error by saying “ God
is Spirit, and those who wor ship Him must wor ship in spirit and truth” (John 424, NKJV).
“God is Spirit” would be the mrred trandlation d the Greek to English.

This information may nat be significant to some, bu to God it is very important that
trandationsare arred, and do nacrede erorsinwhat people believe. God gave usHisWord, and
incorred tranglations cause many to tead in error. Teading in error causes many to be led astray
by the eror. Error begets error, and multi pli es and multi pli es until there is very littl e truth left for
the Holy Spirit to work with. Godloves His people, and daesn’'t desire that any be misled by errors
in tranglations.

Why dol mentionabou Bibletrand ations? Oneday | wasworking onajob, paying attention
to what | was doing, when all of a sudden there cane from my spirit these words, “look up1 John
5:7inacetainBible” Inmy mind, | thought, why lookit upina cetain Bible, | alwaysusetheKing
James Version? Y et, knowing it came from my spirit, | must prove dl things (1 Thess 5:21), and
try the spiritsif they are of God (1 John 41). | stopped working and went and got that certain Bible
to look upthat verse. That versein 1 John 57 in the King James Version reals, “ For there are
threethat bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and thesethree
are one.” Would you kelieve, that verse is nat in that certain Bible? That verse is a part of the
original Greek text, which theHoly Spirit inspired. Nowonder it camefrom my spirit that day, “look
uplJohn57ina cetanBible.” TheHoly Spirit wantsusto knav whenthere ae arorsintheBible
translations. He doesn’t want anyone to change anything that He inspired to be written.

| foundthat there ae many versesleft out of some of these newer Bibles; besides 1 John 57.
Thereis Matthew 1811, John 53,4,and Acts 8:37,just to mention afew of the important ones. If
the Holy Spirit would na show usthese things, wewould go onbelieving alot of thingsthat are not
true.
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Led by the Spirit

In Romans 8:14 it says, “ For asmany asare led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons
of God.” Jesuswasled by the Spirit in Hislife here on eath. Christians sroud beled by the Spirit
in everything they do. Thase who are led by the Spirit, they are the sons of God. A sonisamature
child acwording to Galatians 4:1-7.

A mature diild of God daesnat seek to do hsownwill, but only thewill of the Father. Jesus
set the example for New Covenant Christians. This example extends into eternity.

We can lean from Jesus, how to please the Father and dothe will of God in ou lives.
Remember, Lucifer, before he was cast out of heaven rebell ed against doing the will of God (Ezek.
28:12-20,1saiah 1412-20). Godis not looking for anyone to becane like Lucifer, “wanting to do
their own will .” A true son d Godisonewhowill do orly the will of God the Father.

Our example of atrue son d Godis that of Jesus Christ, Himself. In John 638 Jesus said,
“For | camedown from heaven, not to do mineown will, but thewill of him that sent me.” This
isvery important, andshoud bethewill of every Christiantoday. Wheredid we comefromandwho
sent us?

Jesus, in talking about those who kelieve on Him said, “ They are not of theworld, even
as| am not of theworld” (John 1716). Thisis not easily understoodin ou natural mind, for our
natural mind is not completely renewed by the Word of God (Rom. 12:2). Our mind must be
“transformed” by renewing it on the Word of God kefore we will understand many of the things
Jesus said abou Christians. Thereisonly oneway to become transformed, and that is by “eating of
the Treeof Life,” living onthe Word of God.

Transformationisaprocesswhereby, that which goesinischanged and multi plied over and
over until it comes out with greaer power than when it went in. As Christians we ae required to
bewme transformed by the renewing of our mind (Rom. 122).This transformation can only take
placeby the Word of God and the Holy Spirit working together in o mind. It’slike an eledricd
transformer. If you have afew windings ontheinpu andalarge number of windings onthe output,
the voltage coming out will be much greaer than the voltage going in. Therefore, the more we put
the “pure Word of God into ou mind,” the greaer will be the response cwming out.

If wewill continually put the Written Word into our mind, the “information” from that Word
will become “revelation” by the power of the Holy Spirit within us. It’ svitally important that we put
in the pure Word of God, the “pure river of water of life, clear as crystal,” that comes from the
throne of Godinto ou mind.What goesin, comesolt... If it’sthe* pure river of water of life,” that
goesin, it will bethe* pure river of water of life” that will come out, multiplied by the power of
the Holy Spirit.

When Christiansdotheir own will, Godisnat in onit at al. Godisonly interested in those
whowill permit Him to doHiswill i ntheir lives (Phil. 2:13). Jesus knew this, therefore He said, “|
came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me.” When
Christians lean to be like Jesus, and do oiy the will of God, nd their own will , God will hona
them with faith that can move mourtains... Yet, “without faith it isimpossbleto please him...”
(Heb. 11:6). If we canna please God, then why even cdl ourselves Christians?

The key to faith is geding the Word... The more we spe&k the Word the greder our faith
will be. Yet, unknavn to many Christiansisthat we ae not required to speak the Word in ou own
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language. Jude tells us, “But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith,
praying in the Holy Ghost” (Jude 1:20). When we pray in the Spirit, the Holy Spirit gives usthe
words to spe&k and noman understands them, “howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries’ (1
Cor. 142). Verse 14 says, “For if | pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my
understandingisunfruitful.” Thereisno daceinthe Scriptureswhereit tell suswemust pray with
our understanding. We can pray with our understanding, but it is much better to pray in the Spirit,
than to pray in ou understanding.

God gave the dhurch the gift of spe&king in tongues  that we can pray the perfed prayer
every time we pray. Every prayer that is inspired by the Holy Spirit will be answered. God rever
misses when the Holy Spirit is in control. In Ephesians 6:18 it says, “Praying always with all
prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and
supplication for all saints.” The perfed prayer is prayed when we pray in the Spirit.

Let megive an exampleof what Godcan dowhenwepray inthe Spirit. A sister inthe LORD
got into an automobil e accdent and the | eft side of her facewas all cut up by flying dass | met her
in the haospital just after she cane down from the anergency room. When the doctor came in with
the x-rays, he examined her facevery closely. He then said to her, "There ae no kroken bores, bu
thereisalot of damage. Part of your eyelashismisdng, and part of your eyebrow ismissng. There
isno daceonyour body where| can get eyebrows or eyelashesfrom at thistime. All | can dois sw
you up and after it is heded somewhat we can send you to another hospital abou 100 miles away
and they will be ale to graft in some eyelashes and eyebrows.

After thedoctor left theroom she said to me, "We aenot going to accept that arewe?"' | said
"no,let'spray!" | began to pray in the Spirit (unknown tongues). I must have prayed (in an unknown
tongue) at least five minutes or more when she said to me, "isthat all youare goingto doispray in
the Spirit?" | said to her, "Let the Holy Spirit do what He wantsto do;" and | continued to pray in
the Spirit (unknown tongues).

After praying in the Spirit for quite some time, words began to come out of my mouth in
English. | began to say, "In the name of Jesus | command the eyelashes to be there. In the name of
Jesus | command the g/ebrows to be there. In the name of Jesus | command the tea glandsto be
whole andworking. In the name of Jesus| commandthe e/e musclesto beworking properly. Inthe
name of Jesus | command 20- 20 visionin her eyes." Then, unexpedantly these words came out
of my mouth " And shewill bein churchon Sunday.” When | head myself say that, my mind stopped
my spirit from praying. | could na believe in my mind that she would be in Church onSunday. It
was abou 6:00 P.M. onFriday at that time.

Foll owing the prayer, they took her upto surgery. Abou 11:00 P.M. the doctor came to me
andsaid, "Praise the LORD! The gyebrows and eyelasheswere dl there. Thetea glands werefine.
Everything was there, al | had to dowas sw her up." And, kesides that, she was in church that
Sunday evening, Praise the LORD!

TheHoly Spirit knowshow to pray the perfed prayer. When we put theHoly Spirit in control
of our prayers, we will aways pray the perfed will of the Father. The “ pure river of water of life,
clear ascrystal,” will flow from our spirit unto the heding of the nations, or whatsoever is needed.
We must continueto ea of the Treeof Life, that the “ pure river of water of life, clear ascrystal,”
can flow through us.
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