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Introduction

ThisisPart 6 of “TRUTH will set you FREE.” It is very important that we understand
what was alrealy reveded in aher parts of this sries of Mini-Books. Other parts are avail able by
downloading them fredy, from our Web siteslisted onthefirst page of this book.

In John 831,32it says, “ Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye
continuein my word, then are yemy disciplesindeel...And ye shall know thetruth, and the
truth shall makeyou free.”

It isimportant that Christians understand, they must “ continuein the Word” if they areto
be free Christians are set freewhen they receve Jesus Christ as LORD and Savior. But to remain
freg they must “ continuein the Word.”

Unlessa personis truly born again of the Word of God and the Holy Spirit, they cannat
“continuein theWord.” The only way for apersonto continue in the Words of Jesus, isthat, that
person must become born again. Then they must also recave the Baptism in the Holy Spirit, to
recave the power to become witnesses unto Jesus (Acts 1:8). There ae many people going to
Churchestoday, saying they are Christians, bu they arenat truly born again into the Body of Christ.

Christians need to understand the diff erence between that which is Truth and that which is
alie. To uncerstandwhat is Truth andwhat isalie, we must receve our information from the Word
of God, nd from the words of men.

Before Jesus cameinto thisworld “asthe Son of God,” barn of the Holy Spirit andavirgin
by the name of Mary, Hewas " the Word of God” (John 11). Jesusdid na stop keing “the Word
of God” when He becane “the Son of Man,” barn of the Holy Spirit and Mary. Jesus, who was
“the Word of God” from the beginning became the first “Man,” whereby God and man dwelt
together in ore. For, “God wasin Christ, reconciling theworld unto himself” (2 Cor. 5:19).



Simon Peter
Part Four

In parts threethrough five of this sries of Mini-Books there ae examples of the life of
Simon Peter. We seewhere Peter was determined to foll ow Jesus, bu of hisown abilit y he was not
ableto dowhat he intended to do.Things happened in Peter’ slife whil e walking with Jesus that he
had no control over. What Peter said he would do, did na always happen. Peter did na have the
ability in “hisown power” to dothe perfed will of God.

Aswe ontinueto follow the life of Simon Peter in the Book d Acts, we will seehow that
Peter wasthen ableto dothewill of Godin hislife. It was nat by Peter’sown paver and might, but
by theHoly Spirit working in andthrough Peter. Thiswas prophesied concerning the New Covenant
already in Zecdhariah 4:6, saying, “ Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith theLORD
of hosts.”

Jesus had also prophesied this to the New Testament Church when speaking first to His
disciples, andthen dredly to SimonPeter, in Matthew 16:15-19.1t says, “ He saith unto them, But
whom say yethat | am?.. And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son
of theliving God...And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona:
for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto theg but my Father which isin heaven... And |
say also unto thee That thou art Peter, and upon thisrock | will build my church; and the
gates of hell shall not prevail aganst it...And | will giveunto theethe keys of the kingdom of
heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever
thou shalt loose on earth shall beloosed in heaven.”

Noticethat Jesusfirst asked “hisdisciples,” “...whom say yethat | am?” A discipleis“one
who s following someone dse or leaning from someone dse.” Jesus was teating His disciples
things concerning “the kingdom of God” (Mark 1:14,15.

The kingdom of God could na come until Jesus was first crucified, dead, buied, and then
raised again from the dead by the power of the Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:11). Once Jesus becane “the
firstborn from thedead,” then the kingdom of Godcould come (Rom. 8:29). The kingdom of God
is“the reign of God.” Thereign of Godis gedking of “God,the Holy Spirit” reigning in thelives
of thase who are “the Body of Christ here oneath.”

Jesus, speeking to His disciples and dredly to Peter, said, “Blessed art thou, Simon
Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto theg but my Father which isin
heaven...And | say aso unto theg That thou art Peter, and upon thisrock | will build my
church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail aganst it” (Matt. 16:17,18.

There ae anumber of things that Jesus prophesied in these verses. First, Jesus prophesied
that thase who spe& by the anainting of the Holy Spirit, and nd by man’ s ability are blessd. For,
Peter did na sped from hisintelledua knowledge, but by the anointing of the Holy Spirit.

Seawndy, Jesus goketo Peter, saying, ”...upon thisrock | will build my church...” Jesus
did nat say Hewould buld hisChurch uponPeter. Thename “Peter,” doesnot meanarock, it means
“a stone, or apebble.” The “Rock” that Jesuswas Peeking of isfirst “speging by the anointing of
theHoly Spirit, believing, andconfessngthat,” “... Thou art the Christ, the Son of theliving God”
(Matt. 16:16).

By the anainting of the Holy Spirit, the body of Christ would go into all theworld, believing
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and confesgng “ Christ, the Son of theliving God.” Therefore, the Church will be built by “the
anointing of theHoly Spirit” working through those of the body of Christ who kelieve and confess
the Truth, which isthe Word o God.

Thirdly, the churchwill nat bebuilt by theintellecdual knowledge or wisdom of men.*J esus
Christ,” Himsalf, will build“HisChurch.” Itwill not bebuilt by religion, a religiouspeopledoing
their own will of the flesh. It will be “Jesus Christ,” Himself building His Church, which is His
Body here on eath.

“JesusChrist” is“theRock” that the Churchisbuilt upon.Theword “ Christ” means“the
anointed One.” Therefore, weseein Acts2:47it says, “... And theL ord added tothe church daily
such as should be saved.” Peter did na add anyone to the Church. Neither did any of the other
Apostles, Prophets, Teaders, Evangelist, or Pastors. Everyonewhois added to the Church isadded
by Jesus Christ, Himself.

Itisimportant that Christiansunderstand,“ the LORD addsto the Church thosewho should
besaved” (Acts2:47). When apersonisfirst saved, which means“delivered and/or proteded,” they
still nead to be saved, “ delivered and proteded” all the time they are here oneath. They still have
many areas in their lives where Satan attadks them. When these d@tadks come, they need to be
delivered and proteded from the works of the Devil in their lives.

Before Jesuswent to bewith Godthe Father, He said to Peter, “feed my shee, and feed my
lambs’ (John 21 15-17). Jesuswasnot spe&king of Peter’s ieq or Peter’ slambs. Jesuswastalking
abou His deg and His lambs.

The Body of Christ belongs to Christ, na to anyone within the Body of Christ. Godis nat
acontroller. God has not put anyone in control over ancther. Everyone whoisapart of the Body of
Christ is subjed to the LORD Jesus Christ, Himself. Everyone belongs to the LORD and nd to
ancther. The fivefold ministry is not to control anyone by their pasition a ability. Everything isto
be dore by the anointing (spe&king by the inspiration d the Holy Spirit) (1 Peter 4:11).

The fivefold ministry is“ For the perfeding o the saints, for the work of the ministry,
for the aifying o the body of Christ... Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, unto aperfed man, untothemeasure of thestature of thefulness
of Christ” (Eph. 412,13.

After Peter receved the baptism in the Holy Spirit, he understoodwhat Jesus was eking
of when Jesus sid to hm, “feed my sheep and fead my lambs.” Therefore, Peter wrotein 1 Peter
5:2,3, “Fed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by
constraint, but willi ngly; not for filthy lucre, but of aready mind...Neither aslordsover God's
heritages, but being ensembles to the flock.” The fivefold ministries are not to “lord ower
anyone.” But, to be examples, for we ae dl apart of the same body of Christ.

Godisnot arespeder of persons. Everyonewill give anacourt for what they dointheflesh.
If anyone sows to the flesh, they will of the flesh reg corruption (Gal. 6:7,8). We must sow to the
Spirit to reg everlasting life.

There aremany in the Churchestoday, who are sowing to theflesh (claming to bedoing the
will of God). Many of these have been taken captive by lying spirits which are sent by Satan to
destroy Christians. These lying spirits use “half-truths’ to gain control over others.

A half-truthis gill alie. Itisalying spirit that convinces Christiansthat they can trust in the
worlds g/stem, and nd “ Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own



understanding” (Prov. 35).

Lying spirits have beenin thisworld from thetime of Adam and Eve. Theselying spiritstell
half-truths and helf-lies. A half-truth is alie. These lying spirits operate through those who are
seeking to oltain for themselves whatsoever they desire.

These lying spirits were operating in the Church arealy in Acts 5:1-10. Ananias and
Sapphiralet alying spirit convincethem it was ok to lie. When they gave placefor alying spirit,
“Satan fill ed thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keg back part of the priceof the
land?” (Acts5:3). InActs5:7-10it says, “ And it wasabout the spaceof three hour safter, when
hiswife, not knowing what wasdone, camein...And Peter answered unto her, Tell mewhether
yesold theland for so much? And shesaid, Yea, for so much...Then Peter said unto her, How
isit that ye have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord? behold, the fed of them
which have buried thy husband are at thedoor, and shall carr y theeout...Then fell shedown
straightway at hisfed, and yielded up the ghost: and the young men camein, and found her
dead, and, carr ying her forth, buried her by her husband.”

Ananiasand Sapphiraboth dedthat day. When aChristian liesto another Christian, they are
also lying to the Holy Spirit. It was the desirefor money that the lying spirits used to tempt Ananias
and Sapphira. These lying spirits are still using money to decave many Christians today.

| know of a person who claimed to be aPastor of a Church. His main message was
concerning money. His preating was on hav that God would blessthase who give. Thisisahalf-
truth. Half-truths arelies. God Hessesthase who oley the LORD andtheleading of the Holy Spirit.
God daesinspire Christiansto give to help spread the Gospel. But, when people tell half-truths to
obtain money to fulfill their own desires of the flesh, Godisnat in onit.

This pastor continued to buld up hs Church by his message of prosperity by giving. Over
aperiod d yeas he had abou threehunded members. They were giving, and giving, and giving,
expeding to recave alot of money. Then they were asked to giveto buld a durch bulding. Many
gave their life savings toward bulding a church.

All during this time the pastor was in the processof having a home built i n another state
many miles from where his church was. When his house was abou realy, he took the money the
people gaveto buld a diurch and left the aea

The people who kelieved the half-truth were decaved. They lost their pastor, their money,
andtheir church all because their giving was naot acrding to the Scriptures. They gave, believing
a half-truth, in which there was alying spirit involved. Actually they were sowing to the flesh and
they regped corruption.

Had these members known the Scriptures, they would have known there was a lying spirit
in operation. Their lack of knowledge of the written Word, and their ladk of knowledge of the
leading of the Holy Spirit caused their loss They were sowing to the flesh and dd na know what
spirit was working in the life of that pastor.

Jesus said in John 831,32, “...If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples
indedal...And yeshall know thetruth, and thetruth shall makeyou free.” These Christianswere
not continuing in the words of Jesus. They were foll owing the words of aman, who was deceved.

When Christians ow to the flesh, they will regp corruption. In Galatians 6:7,8it says, “Be
not decaved; God isnot mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap...For
he that soweth to hisflesh shall of the flesh reap corr uption; but he that soweth to the Spirit



shall of theSpirit reap life everlasting.” The oppdasite of corruptioniseternal li fe. Christiansneel
torenew their mind onthewritten Word of Godand nd be conformed to thisworld. Theworld sows
to the flesh, and the world regps corruption.

Christians are to be led by the Holy Spirit in their lives. The Holy Spirit is snt to be our
helper, guide, leader, comforter, and teader. Christians need to be walking after the Spirit and na
after the flesh. The Holy Spirit is “the Spirit of Truth” (John16:13). If we ae led by the Holy
Spirit, we will not be deceved by lying spirits.

Therearetimeswhen the Holy Spirit will im pressuponaChristianto give. When Christians
obey the Holy Spirit, they will be blessed. But, to walk after the flesh and ke decaved by alying
spirit is not the way the Holy Spirit works.

When Christians foll ow lying spirits, they are being deceved, and those who foll ow them
will aso be decaved. Actudly, in 2 Corinthians 6:14-18, Christians are told to come out from
among those who d na believe the Truth. Those who do nad believe the Truth are cdled
unbelievers. We caina serve two masters (Matt. 6:24).

Peter leaned the value of being led by the Holy Spirit in everything. As we follow the
information we have in Acts Chapter Two through Acts Chapter Twelve concerning Peter, we will
seethe importance of walking after the Spirit and nd after the flesh.

In Acts 6:1-4 it says, “And in those days, when the number of the disciples was
multiplied, there arose a murmuring of the Grecians aganst the Hebrews, because their
widowswere negleded in thedaily ministration...Then thetwelve alled the multitude of the
disciplesuntothem, and said, It isnot reason that we should leavetheword of God, and serve
tables...Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of honest report, full of the
Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint over thisbusiness..But wewill giveour selves
continually to prayer, and to the ministry of theword.”

Peter was among the twelve Apostlesthat day. The concern o Christianswasthe way some
were being treaed urfairly within the diurch. The Apostles sid, “... brethren, look ye out among
you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint
over thisbusiness' (Acts 6:3). In the durches there must be those who are “...of honest report,
full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom...” These ae the ones who redl to take cae of the things
concerning the needs of others.

The neals of everyone shoud belooked over by thasewho are “...of honest report, full of
theHoly Ghost and wisdom...” Thesesameindividuals sroud also be spending timein prayer and
ministry of theWord. Asfor the Apastles, they said, “ wewill giveour selvescontinually to prayer,
and to the ministry of theword” (Acts 6:4).

Godwill suppy all our needsif wewill dowhat the Scripturestell usto do.Godiswell able
to dowhatsoever He has promised in His Word, if we will dowhat God hes asked us to do. Peter
and the other Apastles were examples unto the Church. Their first and most important duty wasto
spendtimein prayer and ministry of the Word, making sure thase who are anong them are fill ed
with the Holy Spirit and wisdom, having an horest report among the others. Lying spirits were nat
permitted to operate in the ealy Church.

Lying spirits shoud never be permitted to operatewithinthe Churches. Thereshoud bethose
within the Churches that are fill ed with the Holy Spirit, and wisdom to help thase who are truly in
need.



When those who are in the ministry will foll ow the example of the Apostlesin the book d
Acts they will know the truth and the Truth will set them free Spending time in “prayer and
ministry of theWord” will alwayshelp keg usfrom thelying spiritsthat try to decevethosein the
ministry.

In Acts 8:14,15it says, “Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that
Samariahad receved theword of God, they sent unto them Peter and John...Who, when they
were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost.” Everyone who
recaves Jesus Christ into their lives needs to also receve the baptism in the Holy Spirit. Withou
the baptism of the Holy Spirit they do nd have the power to dothe perfed will of God.

Peter and John krew the plan of Godfor the Church. It isthe Holy Spirit that leads, guides,
hel ps, comforts, and teades those who are obedient to the LORD. The LORD’ s Churchisnat built
by the works of men. It isthe LORD working through the Holy Spirit that builds His Church. It is
not by man’s power or man’s ability, bu the Holy Spirit (Zedh. 4:6).

Peter continued to beled by the Holy Spirit wherever hewent. In Acts9:32-341t says, “ And
it cameto pass asPeter passd throughout all quarters, he amedown alsotothesaintswhich
dwelt at Lydda.. And there he found a certain man named Aeneas, which had kept his bed
eight years, and was sck of thepalsy...And Peter said unto him, Aeneas, Jesus Christ maketh
theewhole: arise, and make thy bed. And he aroseimmediately.”

Those who spendtimein prayer and the ministry of the Word will have the anointing to do
the work of the ministry whenever they are nealed. It is the anainting of the Holy Spirit that is
needed inthe ministry. Peter obeyed the LORD andthe anointing was uponPeter wherever hewent.

In Acts 9:36-41 it says, “Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple named Tabitha,
which by interpretation is called Dorcas. thiswoman was full of goad works and almsdeeds
which shedid...And it cameto passin thosedays, that shewas sck, and died: whom when they
had washed, they laid her in an upper chamber...And forasmuch asL yddawasnigh to Joppa,
and thedisciples had heard that Peter was there, they sent unto him two men, desiring him
that hewould not delay to cometo them...Then Peter ar ose and went with them. When hewas
come, they brought him into the upper chamber: and all the widows good by him weeguing,
and shewing the aatsand gar mentswhich Dorcas made, while shewaswith them...But Peter
put them all forth, and kneded down, and prayed; and turning himtothebody said, Tabitha,
arise. And sheopened her eyes. and when shesaw Peter, shesat up...And hegaveher hishand,
and lifted her up, and when he had called the saints and widows, presented her alive.”

In Acts, Chapter Ten, the LORD sent an angel to “ Cornelius, a centurion of the band
called theltalian band,” who reeded to hea the gospel and be saved. Peter was at Joppawhen the
Holy Spirit told Peter to go with the men who were sent by Cornelius. Peter obeyed the Holy Spirit
andwent and preadied the gospel to those & Cornelius shouwse. Acts 10:44-46 says, “W hile Peter
yet spakethesewords, theHoly Ghost fell on all them which heard theword...And they of the
circumcision which believed wereastonished, asmany ascamewith Peter, becausethat onthe
Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost...For they heard them speak with
tongues, and magnify God.”

It was not Peter, dang the work of the ministry by his own pawer. It was the Holy Spirit
working through Peter by the anointing that manifested in the lives of Cornelius and thaose of his
househald. The LORD was adding to the Church such as shoud be saved (Acts 2:47).



Thisisthe way ministry work isto be dore within the Church. It is not by man’s power or
man’s ability, but by the LORD working through the anainting of the Holy Spirit. All Peter was
doing was obeying the LORD as the Holy Spirit worked in Peter’slife.

In Acts, Chapter Twelveit tell susthat Herod hed “... kill ed Jamesthebrother of John with
the sword” (Acts 12:2). In Acts 12:3-11it says, “And becuse he saw it pleased the Jews, he
proceealed further to take Peter also.. And when he had apprehended him, he put him in
prison, and delivered him to four quaternionsof soldiersto keg him; intending after Easter
to bring him forth to the people...Peter therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made
without ceasing of the dhurch unto God for him...And when Herod would have brought him
forth, thesamenight Peter was deging between two soldiers, bound with two chains: and the
keegpers before thedoor kept the prison...And, behold, the angel of the Lord came upon him,
and alight shined in the prison: and he smote Peter on the side, and raised him up, saying,
Ariseup quickly. And hischainsfell off from hishands...And the angel said unto him, Gird
thyself, and bind on thy sandals. And so he did. And he saith unto him, Cast thy gar ment
about thee and follow me...And hewent out, and followed him; and wist not that it wastrue
which wasdoneby theangel; but thought he saw a vision...When they were past thefirst and
thesecond ward, they cameuntotheiron gatethat leadeth untothe aty; which opened tothem
of hisown accord: and they went out, and passd on through one street; and forthwith the
angel departed from him...And when Peter was come to himself, he said, Now | know of a
surety, that theL ord hath sent hisangel, and hath delivered meout of thehand of Herod, and
from all the expedation of the people of the Jews.”

Peter wastrustinginthe LORD and nd in hisown abilit y. Peter knew theleading of theHoly
Spirit. Peter knew what the LORD had cdled hm to do,and he dso knew the LORD could take cae
of him aslong as hetrusted in the LORD.

When Christiansleanto trust in the LORD and areled by the Holy Spirit, Godwill doHis
goodpleasureintheir lives. In Phili ppians 2:13it says, “ For it isGod which worketh in you both
to will and to do of hisgoad pleasure.”

Continuein the Truth

In John 831,32,Jesus sid, “...1f ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples
indedl...And yeshall know thetruth, and thetruth shall makeyou free.” There ae many today
who are being deceved by lying spirits. What will happen to those who are decaved and continue
to be deceved by lying spirits?

Evewasdeceved by alying spirit (Gen. 34,5). God sent Jesusto set usfreeof the works of
the Devil. Jesus said, the only way to stay freeisto continuein HisWord. Thosewhofoll ow others,
who do nd continue in the Word, could easily be decaved.

Jesussaid,“...if theblind lead theblind, both shall fall i ntotheditch” (Matt. 15.14). Jesus
also said, “ Beware of false prophets, which cometo you in sheg'sclothing, but inwardly they
are ravening wolves’ (Matt. 7:5).

Christians need to continue in the Word of God and beled by the Holy Spirit. God has sent
HisWordto deliver usfrom all theworksof the Devil . If wedo nd continuein HisWord, what will
be our end?



Everyone will stand keforethe LORD onthe last day. Everyone will be judged acrding
to what is written in the books concerning them. If we follow lying spirits where will we be when
we stand before the LORD? If we foll ow those who are following lying spirits, where will we be
when we stand before the LORD?

Jesusisthe Truth, and Jesus is our example of how to livein thisworld and overcome the
works of the Devil . Aswe study all that Jesus taught, andfoll ow Jesuswewill befree If wefoll ow
ancther spirit, or someone who s foll owing anather spirit, we will not be free

TheWord of Godisvery clea. God hasnever changed, and Godwill not change. Therefore,
we ae the ones who must change from walking after the flesh to walking after the Holy Spirit.

Just because someone says they are aChristian that does not mean they are walking in the
Truth. Just because someone says they are cdled into the ministry, that does not mean they are
walking in the Truth. If we ae not walking in the Truth, we ae being deceved by alying spirit.

Thewhole New Testament iswritten to Christians. It isnot written to theworld, bt to those
whoare Christians. In 2Timothy 3:16,17says, “ All scripture isgiven by inspiration of God, and
isprofitablefor doctrine, for reprodf, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.. That
the man of God may be perfed, throughly furnished unto al good works.” The Scriptures are
given for the perfeding of the Saints. Thefivefold ministriesare dso given for the perfeding of the
Saints (Eph. 412,13.

God has aready dore His part. Now it isup to ead individual to dotheir part. It all begins
with continuingintheWord acerding to Jesus Christ (John 831,32. Thenrecaving theHoly Spirit
and being led by the Holy Spirit in everything we do. The Holy Spirit is our Teader, and He will
help, guide, lead, andtead us all things, aswe aidein Him (1 John 227).

The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Truth (John 1613). We shoud na let thase who are nat
walkinginthetruthlead usin ancther diredion.Half-truthsarelies, andwe shoud na foll ow thase
who are not walking in the truth. We must follow the lealing of the Holy Spirit accrding to the
instructions of Jesus Christ Himself. Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life, let us not foll ow
ancther.

Jesus said in Luke 24:47," that repentanceand remisson of sins $ould be preached in
his name among dl nations, beginning a Jerusalem.” If anyone has not been walking in the
Truth, they neead to repent and be forgiven.

Thosewho do norepent arestill walkingin darkness In 1John 16-7 it says, “ I f wesay that
we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness we lie, and do not the truth:..But if we
walk in thelight, asheisin thelight, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth usfrom all sin.” God canna have fell owship with those who do
not walk in the Light. Let uscome out from among thosewho do ndwalk intheLight. Lifehereon
eathistooshort to be following ancther spirit, espeaally lying spirits that do nd tell the truth.

A haf-truthis dill alie. When someoneliesto aChristian, they are dso lying to the LORD
Jesus Christ, Himself, and to the Holy Spirit (Acts 5:1-10; 9:4).

For more information onthis subed, get al of the parts to this sries of Mini-books. For
other help, youcan also goto ou Web sitesonthe Internet and dowvnl oad as many freebooksasyou
desire. Go to:
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