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Introduction

According to the Scriptures, there ae two godsin thisworld. In 2 Corinthians 4:4 it says, “In
whom the god of thisworld hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest thelight of
the glorious gospel of Christ, who istheimage of God, should shine unto them.” Thefirst word
“god’ andthe secondword “ God’ are the exad same word in the Greek. They have the exad same
meaning. In the English versions of the Bible they capitali zed the secondword “God’ to dstinguish
between the two. Mainly, because of the antext of the subjed brings understanding between the
two.

Whoisthis“god’ spelled with asmall “g?” It is Satan, whowas cast out of the third heavens
because of hisrebellion against God. He was cast down to this eath. (Ezek. 28:12-20, 1sa.14:12-20,
Luke 10:18). Heisa aeded being, with the powers of agod Therefore, heiscdled “thegad of this
world.”

The Bibletellsusthat “ I n the beginning God created the heaven and the earth” (Gen.
1:1). Theword “God’ in this verse has the same meaning as the word God in 2 Corinthians 4.4, even
thoughthe word “God’ in Genesis 1:1 is the plura form of “elowahh,” it till caries the same
meaning. In the Greek the word for God is “theos,” also meaning “a deity or the Deity.”

God has credive powers, beyondthat of man. God creaed al thingsin the beginning. God
even credaed Satan, whois “the god of the world.” Both, God and Satan have aedive powers
acordingto the Word of God.

The mgjor difference between Satan and God is that Satan is a aeaed being. The aeded
does not have power over the Credor. Satan’s power is limited by the LORD, who creaed him.
Satan canna do anything withou the LORD permitting im (Job 16,12, 2:1,6, Ex. 12:23).

Satan does naot want Christians to know that he has credive powers. He wants Christians to
believe he hasno paver, except that which Christians give him. He wants Christians to believe they
have more power then he has.

Until Chrigtianslean the diff erence between Satan and God they will easily be deceved by
the wrongspirits. In 2 Corinthians 11:14 it tells us, “ Satan himself istransformed into an angel
of light.” Satan transforms himself into an angel of light and deceves many Christiansinto believing
heis God.

When Satan gets Christiansto believe hislies, he has them right where he wants them, doing
hisdirty work for him. When Christians agreewith the devil, he becomes their master (Rom. 6:16).
Many Christians are under the control of Satan, and they think it’s God. Thisis sd, but it istrue.

Chrigtianstoday are being destroyed for aladk of knowledge of the Word of God. Many have
been blinded bythe teadings of men. Many believe men, before they believe God.

When God creaed man and dacel him in the garden of Eden, the LORD God gave man a
chaicebetween the Treeof Life andthe treeof knowledge of goodand evil (Gen. 2:16). The LORD
tired to help man by sayingto him, “ But of the tree of the knowledge of goad and evil, thou shalt
not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die” (Gen. 2:17). Becaise
of aladk of knowledge cncerning this verse, men have helped the devil tead his doctrines
concerning the treeof knowledge of goodand evil. We caana change what happened in the garden
of Eden, but we do nd have to corntinue to believe lies, or teadings that do nd agreewith the
written Word of God. Let usfindthe truth and hdd fast to it al the days of our lives.



TheWord isthe Truth

The Bible tell susthat the written Word of God dd na come from man, it came athe Holy
Spirit gave inspiration to men to write it (2 Tim. 3:16). Yet, a the same time, the Bible was not
written in English, it was written in Hebrew and Greek, and parts were written in Chaldees. When
men try to trandlate from the Hebrew and Greek they make mistakes. These mistakes are made
because men try to translate using their natural mind and understanding d the Hebrew and Greek
language.

What men translated from the Hebrew and Greek many times they caused error, leading
people to believe the aror rather than the Truth which was arealy in the Hebrew and Greek. If
Christians would truly want to know the truth, they would lean haw to “be led bythe Holy Spirit”
and knav when there is error in the Bibles they are reading.

TheWord o Godistruth, but not the words of men who misstranslated the Scriptures. One
day | wasworking onajob, paying attention to what | was doing, when all of a sudden there cane
from my spirit these words, “ look up 1John 57 in acertain Bible.” In my mind, | though, why look
it upin a cetain Bible, | always use the King James Version?

| kept onworking, thinking, that most not have been God, | must have imagined that. Then
it came to me asecndtime. The same words came from my spirit “ look up 1John 57 in acertain
Bible.” Thistime, knowing it came from my spirit and | must prove dl things (1 Thess 5:21), and
try the spiritsif they are of God (1 John4:1), | stopped working and went and gd that certain Bible
to look upthat verse.

That versein 1John 57 in the King James Versionreads, “ For there are threethat bear
record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and thesethree are one.” Would
you believe, that verseis nat in that certain Bible?That verseis a part of the original Greek text,
which the Holy Spirit inspired. No wonder it came from my spirit that day, “ look up 1John 57 in
a certain Bible.” The Holy Spirit wants usto know when there ae erorsin the Bible trandations.
He doesn’t want anyonre to change anything that He inspired to be written.

| foundthat there ae many verses|eft out of some of these newer Bibles; besides 1 John 57,
Thereis Matthew 18:11, John 53,4, Acts 8:37, one half of Romans 8:1, just to mention afew of the
important ones. If the Holy Spirit would na show us these things, we would go on lelievingalot
of things that are not true.

If Christianswould lean to listen to their spirit instead of their mind, the Holy Spirit could
tead them alot more. They shoud be “taught by God,” not by men. Jesus said in John 645, “It is
written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God...” They shoud know the Truth and
nat be deceved by the teatings of men.

Some of the greaest truths written in the Bible ae unknown to the majority of Christians
today. Their eyes have nat seen them, and their eas have nat head them. Y et, they have been in the
Bible from the beginning.

When Jesus came teating, He often mentioned the written Word. In John 645 Jesus said,
“Itiswritten in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every man therefore that
hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me.”

In the times of the Old Testament, the average personwastaught by athers. The Leviteswere
given the work of teating the other tribes the Law. But for us today in the New Covenant, it isno



longer that way. In Jeremiah 31:31-34 the LORD spoke of the New Covenant. One of the danges
in the New Covenant is mentioned in Jeremiah 3134, whereit says, “ And they shall teach no more
every man hisneighbour, and every man hisbrother, saying, Know the LORD: for they shall
all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD: for | will
forgivetheir iniquity, and | will remember their sin no more.”

Therefore, in the Old Covenant men taught men, but in the New Covenant “it is God that
doestheteading.” Men are nolonger the teaders in the New Covenant. God is the teader in the
New Covenant.

In the Old Covenant Law it took the witnessof two o threemen to establi sh the truth (Deu.
17:6). In the New Covenant the witnessof menisnolonger in effed. We have threewitnesses from
God. We have the Holy Spirit, the Word of God, and the Blood d Jesus (1 John 58). (Thisverse
isalso changed or left out of some of the newer Bibles).

The Holy Spirit isour Teader, and He beas witnesswith the Word of God and the Blood
of Jesus. The witness of men is no longer used by God in the New Covenant (that was Old
Covenant).

Jesus made mention d the witnessof two o threein John 815-18, where He said,

Yejudge after theflesh; | judge no man.

And yet if | judge, my judgment istrue: for | am not alone, but | and the Father that

sent me.

It isalsowritten in your law, that the testimony of two men istrue.

| am onethat bear withessof myself, and the Father that sent me beareth witnessof me.
Noticethat Jesus said, “men judge dter theflesh,” but He does not judge dter the flesh. Jesus also
said His witnesses were Himself and the Father. Jesus did na include the witnessof two o three
men. In the New Covenant, men are not included in the two or threewitnesses.

The Holy Spirit inspired the Word of God to be written. Now, it is the Holy Spirit that
teades us from the written Word. The Holy Spirit, Himself beas witnessto the written Word of
God, so that we know the Word is truth.

In the New Covenant, Jesus oke of the Holy Spirit teading us from our spirit in John 738,
by saying, “Hethat believeth on me, asthe scripture hath said, out of hisbelly shall flow rivers
of living water.” This never happened in the Old Testament times. It could nd happen, as the
apostle Johnexplained in the next verse, “ (But this ake he of the Spirit, which they that believe
on him should receve: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet
glorified)” (John 7.39).

Once Jesus paid the pricefor the sins of mankind, He aose again from the dead and becane
the firstborn from the dead. He dso becane the heal of the body d Christ. The body d Christ is
those who are “in Christ.” Christ is the seaond Adam, who came into this world to become the
beginning of awhde new credion d people. Thisnew credion d people ae people joined together
with God, by anew birth in the Spirit (John 36,7, 2 Cor. 5:17).

Now we have two dfferent kinds of people living onthe eath. We have thosewho areinthe
first Adam, andthase who are in the seaond Adam. It isimportant to understand this becaise it tells
usin 1 Corinthians 15:22, “For asin Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.”
Thisis very important for us to understand, for many will die on this eath while they are still in
Adam, and they will spend eternity in hell. Not becaise they sinned, but because they were nat born



again “in Christ.”

In the beginning, God started a aeaion d man, starting with Adam and Eve. All of thase
who are born o the flesh are in Adam, the first credion d man. God had a purpose for this first
credion d man. That purpose was that we get to knov God and Jesus Christ Whom He sent into
thisworld. That we would recave Jesus Christ as our LORD and Savior. That we would then spend
eternity with God forever and ever.

Thiswhale plan of God started in the garden of Eden where man was placed the same day
that he was creaed. Unknown to many, Satan was aso in the garden of Eden when the LORD God
placed man in the garden.

Satan is “the god d this world” meaning this all otted time, from Genesis throughou the
remaining time before the new heavens and rew eath. Youwill findreferenceto thisin Revelation,
Chapter Twenty. In the day that we aeliving, closeto six-thousand yeas after the aedion d Adam,
Satan knows histimeis dhort, andisdoing al he can to deceve people, espedaly Christians.



The Spirit isTruth

In John 146 Jesus sid, “1 am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the
Father, but by me” By this, Jesus sid He is the Truth. Then in John 167 Jesus sid,
“Nevertheless Itell you thetruth; It isexpedient for you that | go avay: for if | gonot away,
the Comforter will not come unto you; but if | depart, | will send him unto you.” Here Jesus,
Who said He isthe Truth, said He istelling us the Truth. In this He said, unlessHe goes away “the
Comforter will not come...” Whoisthe Comforter that Jesusis ge&king d?In John1426 Jesus
said, “ But the Comforter, which isthe Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he
shall teach you all things, and bring al thingsto your remembrance, whatsoever | have said
untoyou.” TheninJohn 1613 Jesus sid, “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, iscome, he will
guideyou into dl truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that
shall he speak: and he will shew you thingsto come.”

From these verses we seethat Jesusisthe Truth. We dso seethat the Holy Spirit (Whoisthe
Comforter), isalso “the Spirit of Truth.”

We can aso see aother important revelation from what Jesus said in these verses. That is,
the Holy Spirit could na come and dwvell in usuntil Jesus died and arose again from the dead, and
then ascended to be & theright hand d the Father. After Jesus ascended, then the Holy Spirit could
come andtead usall things.

Not only could the Holy Spirit tead us all things, but He could a'so manifest the anointing
throughthose who He dhoaoses to dothe work the LORD has cdled them to da When a Christian
receves the Baptism in the Holy Spirit, they aso recave the anaintingto dothe work that they have
been cdled to da

This anainting works from our spirit, nat from our mind. In ou spirit the Holy Spirit dwells,
to dowhat He has been sent here to do. But, before the Holy Spirit could come, Jesus had to pay the
pricefor al our sins, iniquiti es, and infirmities. ThroughJesus' deah and resurredion, He becane
sinfor us, that we coud becme the righteousnessof Godin Him. In 2 Corinthians 5:21 it says, “ For
he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness
of God in him.” Once Jesus finished the work He cane to dq then the Holy Spirit could cometo
do Hiswork from within those who are born again and beptized in the Holy Spirit.

When Christians are baptized in the Holy Spirit, they are anointed to dothe work of the
ministry. Withou the baptism of the Holy Spirit, they are nat anainted to dothe work of the ministry.
That iswhy Jesustold His disciplesin Acts 1:4,5 to wait until they were baptized in the Holy Spirit
before they went out to dothe work of the ministry. Jesus also explained to them in Acts 1.8 that
they would receve the power to be witnesses unto Him when they were baptized in the Holy Spirit.

Christians who try to dothe work of a ministry withou the baptism of the Holy Spirit are
working from their minds, where Satan can bind their mindsto the true gospel that they shoud be
ministering (2 Cor. 4:4). When Chrigtians try to tead from their minds, they open themselves up for
Satan to use them to tead things that do nd agreewith the written Word of God.

The Apastle Paul said, he does nat serve God with his mind, he said he serves God with his
spirit (Rom. 1:9). In Romans 8:1 it tell s us, we must walk after the Spirit, and nd after the flesh.
Then in explaining the diff erence between walking after the Spirit and walking after thefleshit tells
us that walking after the flesh iswalking acording to ou natural mind (Rom. 8:3-8).



In Romans 8:14 it says, “For asmany asare led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons
of God.” Sons of God arethasewho are led bythe Spirit of God. They are thase who are maturein
the things of God.

There are many Christianswho are still babesin Christ. They are not mature in the things of
the Spirit. In 1 Corinthians 3:1, the Apostle Paul wrote, “1, brethren, could not speak unto you as
unto spiritual, but asunto carnal, even asunto babesin Christ.” There were many Spirit-fill ed
Christians in Corinth that were still babes in Christ. How did Paul know they were still babesin
Christ?He said, “ For ye are yet carnal: for whereasthereisamong you envying, and strife, and
divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk asmen?” (1 Cor. 3:3). By “carna” Paul meant they were
still walking after the flesh. Paul could tell they were still walking after the flesh because there was
still “envying, and strife, and divisions,” amongthem. Envy is recognized by people trying to
“exalt themselves above others, and seeking to be like someone dse.” Strife is “trying to attain
something by their own personal ability.” Divisions are “separating themselves from other
Christians, as thoughthey are better then athers.” When we have “envying, and strife, and
divisions,” among those who say they are cdled into the ministry, we have Christians who are
walking after the flesh and nd after the Holy Spirit.

In the New Covenant, we ae nat told to dothe ministry work by ou own ability. All ministry
work isto be dore by the Holy Spirit workingthrough . It isto be the Holy Spirit doing the works,
not men. Even ou spe&ingisto be “by the unction o the Holy Spirit within us.”

The Apostle Paul awaystaught that al ministry work shoud be “by the unction of the Holy
Spirit,” not by the natural mind. In 1 Corinthians 12:3 the Apastle Paul wrote, “Wherefore | give
you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accur sed: and that
no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.” Paul was writing to the
Corinthians concerning spiritual operations. He was emphasizing the importance of spe&king “by
the unction d the Holy Spirit.” Thefirst gift he mentioned was “ speaking by the Spirit of God,”
that is, “spe&king bythe unction d the Holy Spirit.” When someoneis e&ing bythe unction o
the Holy Spirit they canna curse Jesus. Cursing Jesus can oy be dore by people who are operating
from their natural mind “from the flesh.” Then he explains also that no ore can “say” (confesg that
Jesusis LORD unlessit isgiven to them by the Holy Spirit. Thisis smilar to what Jesus sid in John
6:44, “No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and | will
raise him up at the last day.”

All spiritual gifts operate by the Holy Spirit, “asthe Holy Spirit will s’ (1 Cor. 12:11). Any
spiritual operationsthat are nat “as the Holy Spirit will S” are not from God. They are from the flesh.

The New Covenant is a mvenant whereby the Holy Spirit isin control of all that is of God.
When Christians want to bein control, they are walking after the flesh, and nd after the Spirit. Paul
wrotein 1 Corinthians 14:1, “ Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts, but rather that ye
may prophesy.” When Paul wrote, “but rather that ye may prophesy,” hewas sayingthat “rather
that you spe&k by the unction d the Holy Spirit.” Thisisthe main pupaose of the New Covenant,
that:

(1) Everyone shoud beled bythe Holy Spirit.

(2) Everyone shoud be taught by the Holy Spirit.

(3) Everyone shoud spedk as the Holy Spirit gives them the utterance
It isalwaysto be awork of Godand nd awork of men. It isawaysto be from our spirit, not from



our mind.

The Holy Spirit works from our spirit. Satan works from our mind.

We nedd to know if what we say came from our spirit (whichisin ou belly), or our mind
(whichisin our heal). We can know the differenceif we let Godtead us siritua things. Welean
this by being taught by God, nat by man.



Satan, the god of thisWorld

Satan was in the garden of Eden when Eve was deceaved. Satan used the serpent to talk to
Eve, and decave her. The serpent spoke “words’ to Eve and she beli eved the words of the serpent.
In 2 Corinthians 4:4 it tell sus that Satan has the power to blind the minds of people. Did he blind
Eve' s mind whil e she was talking with the serpent? We do nd know, but we do knav he has that
power.

Eve was operating from her natural mind. She drealy knew the mmmandment of the LORD
to not ed of the treeof knowledge of goodand evil. Y et, in her mind she li stened to the voice of the
serpent and dsobeyed the LORD.

Satan is a god, and he has the adility to pu thougltts in the minds of people, credures,
including animals, fowl, serpents, etc. Therefore, the serpent obeyed the devil and spoke to Eve. Eve
listened to the serpent and dsobeyed the LORD.

It'sthat simple. Y et many Spirit-fill ed Christians do nd understand it. They operate from
their natural minds, thinking the thougtis they operate by are their own thougtts. We know most of
them are nat God' sthoughtts. It tellsusin Isaiah 558,9,

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the

LORD.

For asthe heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways,

and my thoughtsthan your thoughts.

Many Christians, operating from their natural minds do the same thingas Evedid. They listen to the
thoughts of the devil and do nd obey the LORD.

For Christians in the New Covenant it says in 2 Corinthians 10:5, “Casting down
imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself aganst the knowledge of God, and
bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.” It says, “...bringing into
captivity every thought to the obedienceof Christ.”

When Christians think there is nothing wrong with their thoughs, Satan has them doing
exadly as he wants then to da Satan comes to Christians as an angel of light and leads them into
areas Where they think there is nathing wrongwith what they are daing. In many cases, if they would
ched their thoughts with the written Word of God they would find they are naot in line with the
Word of God. Therefore, their thoughs are nat God s thoughts, and it ends up keing their ways are
not God sways. Their ways are Satan’ s ways and they dorit think there is anything wrongwith it.

Oneday | head someoneteading onthe pod of Bethesda, from John 51-9. Hewasrealing
from an English tranglation d the Bible which said in John 54, “for an angel of the L ord went
down at certain timesinto the pod, and stirred up thewater...” The Holy Spirit will never bea
witnesswith that statement. When we lookin an Interlinea Bible which shows usthe Greek words,
it starts by saying, “For <gar> an angel <aggelos> went down <katabaino> at <kata> a cetain season
<kairos>...” The Greek word “aggelos’ trandated “angel” isan error in the tranglation of this verse.
Thisword should have been trandlated “messenger” instea, asit was trandated in 2 Corinthians
12:7, where it says, “there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger <aggelos> of
Satan to buffet me, lest | should be exalted above measure.”

Some tranglations added the words “of the Lord” into verse 4 of John 5 That was awork
of Satan in the minds of Christians. It does not say that in the original Greek text. Also, the
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trandation of the word “aggelos’ to angel was also awork of Satan in the minds of the trangdlators.

Satan has used the minds of Christiansto change the original Greek text in this chapter in a
number of Bibles. Some Bibles have left out half of verse three ad al of verse four completely. In
doing so, you can reagnzetheir error by the fad that they did na leave out John 57 which says,
“Theimpotent man answered him, Sir, | have no man, when thewater istroubled, to put me
into the pod: but while | am coming, another steppeth down before me.” Why would the
impatent man make such a statement to Jesus if there was no messenger going davn to stir the
water? Verses two throughseven would na make any sense withou verses three ad four.

Satan has alot of knowledge of the Word of God, but he lacks wisdom. Wisdom only comes
from God. James 1.5 says, “ If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to dl men
liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.”

Satanisagod and he has knowledge, but he ladks “wisdom.” This shows upin many o the
English Bible translations whereby men have trandated the Word of God acwrding to their
understanding, not acrding to the wisdom of the Holy Spirit, Who inspired the writing d the
Scriptures Himself.

For those who knaw how to listen to their spirit, and receve from God wisdom and truth,
they know that what was happening at the pod of Bethesdawas not awork of God at all. There ae
many indicaions that it was awork of Satan.

One exampleis, How many times in the Scriptures has God ever told anyore that “only the
first personto get into the pod will be heded?” Godis not arespeder of persons. Never has God
limited His heding paver to orly one person, and only the one that can move the fastest and ¢et in
before anyore dse. God' s Word has always been the same from Genesis throughRevelation. In
Revelation 22:17 it sums up God s desire for everyone and anyore to come by saying “ And the
Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that isathirst
come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of lifefreely.”

God has never changed His attitude toward people. It has always been the same. God loves
people, and hes already placed uponJesus the sins, iniquiti es, and infirmities of usal. God dd this
so that anyore and everyone who have any of the works of the devil manifestingin them can befree
That would indicae that what was happening at the pod of Bethesda was not of God.

Sewndy, God daes nat play the lottery, neither does He gamble, to seewho will be the
winner, andwhowill get the prize That isawork of Satan, basing ou deliverancefrom sicknessand
disease uponthe ability of man, rather than the aoility of God throughJesus Christ, “the Lamb dain
from the foundation of theworld” (Rev. 13:8). The requirement for being heded all throughou
the Bibleisnot “who can jump first,” but who will believe the Word of God.

Ancther thing abou the situation at the pod of Bethesda was that when Jesus came to the
man, “the only question” Jesus asked hm was, “ Wilt thou be made whole?” (John 56). Even when
the man came up with the excuse of “ Sir, I have no man, when the water istroubled, to put me
into the pod: but whilel am coming, another steppeth down before me,” Jesus paid noattention
to hisexcuse. Why na?Hedingis nat based uponwho can jump first and the fastest. It is not based
uponwhat we can da It isbased uponthe Scriptures, concerning what Jesus did for us onthe Cross
of Calvary. Andin the cae of the man at the pod of Bethesda, the LORD based his heding onwhat
the Scripture saysin Revelation 138, “the Lamb slain from the foundation of theworld.” This
isthe same Scripture that Isaiah 4325isbased upon Which says, “1, even |, am hethat blotteth

11



out thy transgressons for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins.” The sins of the
whole world were blotted out by the Lamb that was dain from the foundation d the world.

A third thing abou the man at the pod of Bethesda is that it tells us in John 514,
“Afterward Jesusfindeth him in the temple, and said unto him, Behold, thou art made whole:
sin no more, lest a wor sething come unto thee” What sin did this man commit that if he would
return to it, that “a wor sething come unto thee?” It wasthe sin of seeking heding from the wrong
source That sourcewas Satan, whoisthe god d thisworld, who has the power to hed anyore he
has put sicknessor disease upon If he put it on someone, he can also take it off of someone.

Just anate of interest for thase who have aneed of some knowledge concerning the demonic
redm, and the works of Satan. All throughou the Old Testament times, espedally from Moses on,
and then becoming more dea following King David. When aking cameinto power, such asaKing
over the tribes of Judah, the good kngs would take down the evil places of worship within their
territory, but not always all the places of worship. One exampleisin 2Kings 12:2,2 where it tell s
us,

And Jehoash did that which wasright in the sight of the LORD all his days wherein

Jehoiada the priest instructed him.

But the high places were not taken away: the people still sacrificed and burnt incense

in the high places.

Throughou the yeas of captivity, starting with the Babylonian captivity, through the Persian
captivity, then the Greek captivity, then the Roman captivity, the Jews never removed all the places
of false worship. They let thase nations who they were under continue to worship their godsin the
land d Judah. (Unfortunately it is dill that way today in Israd).

The pod of Bethesda auld easily have been locaed nea a Greek shrine, whereby they could
have been seeking heding at the mercy of a Greek god What's interesting abou the pod of
Bethesdais that it was very closeto the temple. The man at the pod of Bethesda could have been
taken into the temple and recaved heding bythe power of God. In the Temple was the hay room,
where the priests prepared themselves for the work of the ministry. There was also a that time the
Holy of Holies, wherethe very presenceof God dwvelt, where the ak of the cvenant was, which hed
over it the mercy sed, where anyore auld recave hedingfrom. All it took was for someone to enter
the temple with the right attitude toward God, and His mercy, and God was present to hed them.

We know that the Levites and Priests were not ministering the grace ad mercy of God as
they should have been. But, it was avail able to whoever came to God with aright attitude. Jesus
made referenceto their ladk of doing the will of God in John 108, when He said, “ All that ever
came before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them.” Isn't it sad that this
same thing is happening today, even after the will of God is made known more dealy in the New
Testament than in the Old? Why are nat Christians teading the graceand mercy of Godinstead of
the law?

Whatever it was that the man at the pod of Bethesda was doing, Jesus said to the man,
“Behold, thou art made whole: sin no more, lest a wor se thing come unto the€’ (John 514). If
there was not some type of Satanic operation gang onin this man’s life, Jesus would never have
made astatement like that to him.

Satan isthe god d thisworld, and he has blinded the minds of many Spirit-fill ed Christians
that they teadt things that are nat true. They tead from their minds, and nd from their spirit where
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God dweélls. They try to serve God from their mind, not from their spirit. The Apostle Paul said in
Romans 1.9, “For God is my witness whom | serve with my spirit...” Spirit-fill ed Christians
shoud be serving God with their spirit, from their spirit, not from their natural mind.

The main dff erence between the Old Covenant and the New Covenant is that in the New
Covenant we aeto serve God from our spirit, not from our mind. Satan works from our mind. God
works from our spirit.

Satan is the god d this world, and when Spirit-fill ed Christians tead from their natural
minds, they open themselves up for Satan to control what they say, and what they tead. Thisisthe
major reason why so many Christians don't know who they can trust in the ministry today. Many
Christians are leaving Churches all over the world, and nolonger worshiping God. They know there
is something wrongin the churches they attended. But they dorit know it is Satan working in the
minds of the Pastors and leadersin the churches today.
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Evidenceof Satan’s powers

In Job 16 it says, “Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present
themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also among them.” Satan has the power to come
beforethe LORD. The sons of God are thase who are led by the Spirit of God (Rom. 8:14). When
those who were led bythe Spirit of God came before the LORD, Satan came dso.

Why did Satan come before the LORD? In Job 17 it says, “the LORD said unto Satan,
Whencecomest thou? Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, From gaing to and froin the
earth, and from walking up and down in it.” Peter, wrote “ Be sober, be vigilant; because your
adversary thedevil, asaroaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.” (1 Peter
5:8).

In Job 18 it says, “the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job,
that thereisnonelike him in the erth, a perfed and an upright man, onethat feareth God,
and escheweth evil ?” In verses nine througheleven it says,

Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, Doth Job fear God for nought?

Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he

hath on every side? thou hast blesed the work of his hands, and his sibstance is

increased in the land.

But put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will cursetheeto thy

face
Sataniscdled “theaccuser of our brethren” in Revelation 1210. Here in Job Chapter One, Satan
istalkingto the LORD, tryingto get an oppatunity to destroy Job.

InJob 112, it says, “And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath isin thy
power; only upon himself put not forth thine hand. So Satan went forth from the presence of
the LORD.” Satan hasthe power to destroy, but he caana destroy urlessthe LORD first permits
him to. Satan’s powers are limited by the LORD. Satan is a aeded being, and is aubjed to the
Credor.

It wasthe LORD that permitted Satan to destroy in Job'slife. All that was destroyed in verses
thirteen through nneteen were operations of Satan. If Satan was nat involved, nathingwould have
been destroyed at that time.

Satan has the power to cause the destruction d all that was destroyed in Job 1:13-19. Satan
is“a god and hes power over people, aswell as many o the destructive dements of thisworld, such
asfire, wind, storms, etc.

Satan works throughthe minds of people. Therefore, it tellsusin Job 115, “the Sabeans
fell upon them, and took them away; yea, they have dain the servants with the elge of the
sword; and | only am escaped alone to tell thee” Why dd the “Sabeans’ come and slay the
servants with the edge of the sword? Satan “blinded their minds,” and they did what he wanted them
todo. InJob 117it says, “ The Chaldeans made out three bands, and fell upon the amels, and
have carr ied them away, yea, and slain the servantswith the edge of the sword.” Why dd the
“Chadeans’ to this? Satan had binded their minds also.

Job 1:19 says, “ And, behold, there ame a great wind from the wilderness and smote
the four corners of the house, and it fell upon the young men, and they are dead; and | only
am escaped aloneto tell thee” Where did this wind come from? Satan caused this wind to come
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and destroy the house, and kill thase inside. In Job 1161t says, “ The fire of God isfallen from
heaven, and hath burned up the shee, and the servants, and consumed them.” What caused
thisfireto fal from heaven? It was Satan, the god d thisworld.

None of these things could have happened if the LORD had na permitted Satan to goforth
and cause these destructions. Satan haes the power to destroy, but his power islimited bythe LORD
Who creaed him.

In Job Chapter Two, again Satan came before the LORD, seekingto infled Job's bodywith
sore ball s from the sole of hisfoot unto his crown. Again, the LORD said to Satan, “ Behold, heis
in thine hand; but save hislife” (Job 26). Satan was given permissonto infled Job's body, but
he was not permitted to take Job's life. Satan’s powers are limited by the LORD. In Luke 13:16,
Jesus said, “ And ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan hath
bound, lo, these aghteen years, beloosed from thisbond on the sabbath day?” Whom did Jesus
say boundthat woman for eighteen yeas? Jesus said it was Satan.

Who caused Judas Iscariot to betray Jesus? Luke 22:3 says, “ Then entered Satan into
Judas surnamed Iscariot, being of the number of thetwelve.” Whowasit that caused Ananias
and Sapphra to withhdd part of the money in Acts, Chapter Five? It says, “But Peter said,
Ananias, why hath Satan fill ed thine heart to lieto the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of
the priceof the land?” (Acts 5:3). In Luke 22:31 it says, “And the Lord said, Simon, Simon,
behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you aswheat.” Does Satan have power?
The Bible says he does.

In Exodus 7:8-12 it tell s us of when Aaron cast down Moses' rod it turned into a serpent.
Then “the magicians of Egypt,” cast down their rods and they aso turned into serpents (Ex.
7:11,12). Who was behind thase magicians as they cast down their rods? If it wasn't Satan, then who
wasit?

Why are Christians 9 ignaant of Satan’s devices? Simply becaise, Satan binds the minds
of those who do nd believe the Word of God concerning Satan’s powers.

Let’slook at ancther situationin Mark 5:1,2, it says,

And they came over unto the other side of the sea, into the wuntry of the Gadarenes.

And when he was come out of the ship, immediately there met him out of thetombsa

man with an unclean spirit.

Where did this unclean spirit come from? It wasn’t from the LORD. Unclean spirits are under the
control of Satan. Satan isagod owr the unclean spirits.

Now this was a human being, aman who was born into thisworld of the lineage of Adam
and Eve. But look at the condtion d thisman, it says,

Who had his dwelling anong the tombs; and no man could bind him, no, not with

chains:

Because that he had been often bound with fettersand chains, and the dhainshad been

plucked asunder by him, and the fettersbroken in pieces. neither could any man tame

him.

And always, night and day, he was in the mountains, and in the tombs, crying, and

cutting himself with stones (Mark 5:3,4,5).

Have you ever seen apersonis such a cmndtion? Were his father and mother also like this? Were
his other relatives in this same condtion? It does not say they were, it only spe&s of this one
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individual being in this condtion. The LORD didn't make him like that. It was irits under the
control of Satan, the god d thisworld.

Mark 5:6 says, “ But when he saw Jesus afar off, he ran and wor shipped him.” Jesusis
the LORD. Jesus is the one who creaed all creaures (John 13, Col. 3:16). Jesus has power over
Satan, and Satan canna do anything unless &sus lets him. This person, who had an urclean spirit
camerunnngto Jesus, andas hedid it tell sus, the spirit in him “ cried with aloud voice and said,
What havel to do with thee Jesus, thou Son of the most high God? | adjure theeby God, that
thou torment menot” (Mark 5:7).

Satan isagod He has the power to control the minds of unclean spirits. But, Satan and all
his unclean spirits do nd have power over Jesus, Whoisthe LORD. They know who Jesusis, and
they know they must obey the LORD. Even thoughthey do oley Satan, they know that the LORD
isover Satan, and whatsoever the LORD says, they must obey Him.

In Mark 5:8 it tell sthat Jesus said to the unclean spirit, “Come out of the man.” Mark 5:9
says, “ And heasked him, What isthy name? And he answered, saying, My nameisLegion: for
we are many.” Then the unclean spirits besouglit Jesus, “ that he would not send them away out
of the muntry.”

These spirits, who are under the ntrol of Satan, who is the god d this world, canna do
anything urless &sus permits them. Y et, they know who Jesusis. They know Jesus is the one that
creaed them in the beginning.

In Mark 1:23-25it tellsus,

And therewasin their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit; and he cried out,

Saying, L et usalone; what have we to do with thee thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou

cometo destroy us? | know theewho thou art, the Holy One of God.

And Jesusrebuked him, saying, Hold thy peace and come out of him.

The unclean spirits know that all spirits are aeded beings and they are subjed to the Creaor, Who
creded them.

How come Christians don't know that they are subjed to Jesus, Who creaed man? How
come these demon spirits know more &ou Jesus then Christians know? Simply, becaise Satan is
the god d this world and he has blinded the minds of Christians who do na believe the written
Word of God. Christians, teating from their natural mind, are teading what the devil wants them
to tead, and they think it’s God. When are Christians going to listen to the true voice of God,
instead of the voice of the enemy?

What happened to the man in Mark, Chapter Five dter the unclean spirit was cast out of him.
It says “ And they come to Jesus, and seehim that was possessed with the devil, and had the
legion, sitting, and clothed, and in hisright mind” (Mark 5:15). Any time apersonisnat “in his
right mind,” it isthe result of demonic adivity. Demons are the caise of people not being in their
right mind.

When the Bible tells us that Satan is “the god d this world,” that means Satan has
supernatural powers beyondthat of man. We see &idence of thisin Matthew 4:5, where it says,
“Then thedevil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple.”
Ancther time in Matthew it says, “Again, the devil taketh him up into an excealing high
mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of theworld, and the glory of them” (Matt. 4:8).
In bath o these caesit would take “supernatura ability,” to dowhat it saysthe devil did. Man dces
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not have that power. It isimpossble for anyore, even ontop d the highest mourtain in the world
to see d the kingdams of the world. This takes “supernatural powers, the powers of a god’ to
acomplish what the Scripture said happened in these verses.

Any Christian that does not believe what the Scriptures say in Matthew 4.5 and 48 is
operating from their natural mind, andis deceved bythe god d thisworld. The Scriptureistrue, and
anyorewho denies the Scriptureis denying God Himself who inspired the writing d the Scriptures.
To deny the Scripturesisto deny the Holy Spirit as the Spirit of Truth.

There are only two gods in this world, Satan is one and God is the other. If we deny the
Scriptures, we disagreewith God and agreewith the devil . That isawork of the treeof knowledge
of goodand evil.

Demons are under the authority of Satan, who is the god d this world. Demons do
whatsoever Satan tell sthem to da When demons obey Satan, they affed the minds of people dl over
the world, including Christians.

Why isit that people kil| people?Are they in their right minds? God dd na creade men to
kill one ancther. Killingisnot of God, it isawork of Satan, whoisthe god d thisworld.

Many religious people, who think they are serving God, go abou killi ng aher people. Their
minds are blinded bythe god d thisworld and they dont know it.

What abou those who lie?Why dothey lie?If we seach the Scriptures, we will seethat
Satan isthe father of lies, for he was aliar from the beginning. Jesus said in John 844, “ Ye are of
your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the
beginning, and abode not in the truth, because thereisno truth in him. When he speaketh a
lie, he speaketh of hisown: for heisaliar, and the father of it.” All li es come from the devil.
Everyone who lies gets their ideafrom the devil. The devil i s Satan, the god d thisworld, and he
isthe father of all li es.

All sinisaso awork of Satan, whoisthe god d thisworld. Thereisnosinin hearen. Satan
was cast out of heaven because of sin. In 1John 38 it says, “Hethat committeth sin isof the devil;
for the devil sinneth from the beginning.” Satan works throughthe minds of people, including
Christians, and when they dowhat Satan pus in their minds, they sin. Sin begins with Satan, and
then manifestsin people who oley him.

Romans 6:16 says, “ Know ye not, that to whom yeyield your selves srvantsto dbey, his
servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto
righteousness?” When Christians submit to the thoughtsin their minds that do nd agreewith the
written Word of God, they adually submit to Satan, the god d thisworld. When they are submitted
to the god d thisworld, he becomes their master and has control in their lives.

Thetree of knowledge
of goad and evil

Satan was in thisworld right from the beginning. He was present in the garden of Eden when
Adam was placed in the garden in Genesis 2:8,9. There were two spedfic trees in the garden that
were different from al the other trees. There was the Tree of Life and there was the tree of
knowledge of goodand evil (Gen. 2:9). Adam and Eve were given the oppatunity to ed the fruit
of either of these trees. It was their choice In Genesis 2:16 it says, “And the LORD God
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commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat.”

Thaose who do no study the original Hebrew writingsin this ssand Chapter of Genesis wil |
nat know what the truth is concerning the aedaion d man andthe way sin entered into mankind. Y et,
it is smpleto understand if we cnsider what iswritten and the dfeds of what LORD God said in
Genesis 2:16.

What abou the treeof knowledge of goodand evil ? The “fruit of the tree” of knowledge of
goodand evil was deah (adualy two deahs—physicd deah o the bodyand eterna separation from
Godin Hell).

We can knaw atreeby itsfruit... A treereproduwces fruit after itskind. In Genesis 1:11it says,
“And God said, Let the arth bring forth grass the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree
yielding fruit after hiskind, whose seed isin itself, upon the erth: and it was ©.” The Treeof
Life reproduces eternad life “after itskind.” The treeof knowledge of goodand evil reproduces
deah “after itskind.”

The first evidence of the fruit of the treeof knowledge of goodand evil isin Genesis 3.7,
where it says, “ And the gyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked,;
and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons.” The next evidenceis in
Genesis 3:8, whereit says, “And they heard the voiceof the LORD God walking in the garden
in the @wad of theday: and Adam and hiswife hid themselves from the presenceof the LORD
God amongst thetrees of the garden.”

When there is a spirit of guilt, or condemnation, whereby people do nd rejoice and cesire
to bein the presence of the LORD, Satan isworkingin their minds. Guilt, fea, and condemnation
are al signs of “the treeof knowledge of goodand evil.” The next signisin Genesis 3:12where it
says, “ And the man said, Thewoman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of thetree,
and | did eat.” When a person dces not confessthe truth, but in turn tries to bame someone dse
for their sin, it isawork of “the treeof knowledge of goodand evil .”

Even today, when Christians paint at Adam and say, “Adam committed hightreasonand sold
usout to the devil,” they are nat telli ng the truth, but instead trying to justify themselves and dame
someone dse for their sins.

In Genesis 3:13 we seethe same fruit of the treeof knowledge of goodand evil when the
LORD spoketo Eve. It says, “And the LORD God said unto the woman, What isthisthat thou
hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and | did eat.”

When we take into consideration all of Scripture, not just averse or two, we will findalot
of information concerning “the tree of knowledge of goodand evil.” The “god d thisworld’ is
representative of the treeof knowledge of goodand evil i n many ways.

In Romans 5:13,14 says,

(For until thelaw sin wasin theworld: but sin isnot imputed when thereisno law.

Neverthelessdeath reigned from Adam to M oses, even over them that had not sinned

after the similitude of Adam'stransgresson, who isthefigure of him that wasto come.
People continued to ea of the treeof knowledge of goodand evil from Adam to Moses. What about
after the Law? In Ephesians 2:12 Paul is writing to Christians, not the Jews. For the Jews were not
“in Christ.” It says, “That at that time ye were without Christ, being diens from the
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the mvenants of promise, having no hope, and
without God in theworld.” Even the Jews were withou hope in thisworld, for they also were nat
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bornagain“in Christ.” Theonly hope we have is“in Christ.” Jews and Gentil es ali ke, before they
are born again they are still eding d the treeof knowledge of goodand evil. They are still walking
after the flesh. Their minds are till blinded by the god d this world. They are still walking
“acoording to the cour se of thisworld, according to the princeof the power of the air, the spirit
that now worketh in the dildren of disobedience’ (Eph. 2:2).

When Christians and Jews ali ke still | ove the world and the things of this world, the love of
the Father isnat in them (1 John 215-17). Their minds are still being dinded by “the god d this
world,” whereas they desire “..the ares of thisworld, and the decetfulnessof riches, and the
lusts of other things...” (Mark 4:19).

Jesus cameto set us freeof the things that keep us from becoming like Him, that we shoud
desire to do ony the will of God the Father, and nolonger to do ou own will of the flesh.

What many Christians do nd understand is that when they desire the things of thisworld,
they are walking after the flesh, and are still walking “according to the curse of this world,
according to the princeof the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the dildren of
disobediencée’ (Eph. 2:2).

To the natural man, they do nd think there is anything wrongwith walking acordingto their
natural mind, desiring the things of thisworld. They lived that way all their lives. They dorit know
any dfferent.

Thereisamuch better way of living, that is, foll ow Jesus. Take His example for our lives.
Jesus came to deliver us from walking after the flesh, and eaing o the treeof knowledge of good
andevil. In Hebrews 2:14, it tellsus.” Forasmuch then asthe dildren are partakers of flesh and
blood, he (Jesus) also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might
destroy him that had the power of death, that is, thedevil.” We must lean to walk after the Spirit
and nd after the flesh.

Satan has the power of deah (two deahs, which come from the treeof knowledge of good
andevil). In 2Corinthians 11:14 it says, “ And no marvel; for Satan himself istransformed into
an angel of light.” Satan represents himself as “the knowledge of goodand evil” when he comes
as “an angel of light.” All over the world Satan has religious people setting up religious
organizaions, setting standardsin their teadings that look goodto people. Some of these religious
organizations have strict standards that make many Christians ook bad in the eyes of the world.

Some religious organizaions will nat permit their woman to wea clothing that expases their
bodes. Somereligious organizaionswill nat permit anyoreto drink any alcohdic beverages. Some
religious organizations require that if anyoreis caught steding, their hand a fingers areto be ait
off. These organizations arereligious, but they are nat Christians.

Even among Christians, Satan presents himself as an angel of light, working from the tree
of knowledge of goodand evil. Christians all over the world “bite and devour” one ancther, by
condemning thase who fail to walk acerding to their expedations. They forget that the LORD is
gradous and merciful, and nd hadingtheir sins against them. Those who acase others within the
bodyof Christ arejust as guilty asthose they acaise. James 2:10 says, “ For whosoever shall kegp
the whole law, and yet offend in one point, heis guilty of all.” Those aejust as guilty by “not
forgiving others” whothey say are guilty of some other sin. Jesus said, “J udge not, that ye be not
judged” (Matt, 7:1). Sometry to “justify their sins, othersjudge othersfor their sins.” Both of these
are sin, and thase who dothesethings are eding d “the treeof knowledge of goodand evil.” Satan
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works among Christians as an angel of light.

When Christianslive acording to “the knowledge of goodand evil” (judgng one ancther,
andjustifying themselves), they are foll owing the god d thisworld. Satan has*their minds blinded”
(2 Cor. 4:4). They are walkingin an areathey shoud na be. In Galatians 6:7,8 it says,

Be not deceaved; God isnot mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also

reap.

For hethat soweth to hisflesh shall of the flesh reap corr uption; but hethat soweth to

the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.

What doesthe LORD say abou judgng ahers? In John 815, Jesus sid, “ Yejudge after the flesh;
| judge no man.” When Christians judge dter the flesh, Satan isworkingin their minds, blinding
them from the truth. Jesus came that they might recave the Truth.

Jesus also said in John 522, “the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all
judgment unto the Son.” Godthe Father isnat judgng anyore at thistime. He has|eft all judgment
upto the Son. Thenin John 1247 Jesus said, “ And if any man hear my words, and believe not,
| judge him not: for | camenot to judge theworld, but to savetheworld.” Jesusisnot judgng
anyore at thistime. But, Jesus added to thisin the next verse, “ He that rejedeth me, and recaveth
not my words, hath one that judgeth him: theword that | have spoken, the same shall judge
him in thelast day” (John 1248). Thereis aday coming when we will al bejudged. We will by
judged acording to the Words that Jesus goke.

Satan, whoisthe god d thisworld, isdoing all he canto get Christiansto operate acording
to the thouglts he putsin their minds, bli nding them from the Truth of “the Treeof Life.” Satan gets
Christiansto operate from their mind, rather then from their spirit. Thereby, he can dindtheir minds
to operate from the treeof knowledge of goodand evil rather than from the Treeof Life, which is
in Christ Jesus.

Satan comes to Christians as an angel of light (2 Cor. 11:14). Satan has not changed, heis
still the same devil he was in the garden of Eden. In the garden of Eden Satan used the serpent to
sped to Eve, saying, “ Yeshall not surely die...For God doth know that in the day ye et thereof,
then your eyes $all be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing goal and evil” (Gen. 3:4,5).
Eve believed the serpent and ate of the treeof knowledge of goodand evil. After Adam and Eve ae
of the tree their eyes were opened and they knew they were naked (Gen. 3:7).

Satan is still the same devil he was when they were in the garden of Eden. Today, Satan
comes to Christians, using aher Christians, just like he used Eve to get Adam. Some, who cdl
themselves “Prophets,” cometo ahersin the body d Christ saying, “Youmay al prophesy.” Like
the serpent said to Eve, “y e shall beasgods...” Then, throughthese so-cdled prophets, they say,
“prophegy, aword o knowledge, andaword o wisdom are dl the samething.” When you hea that,
you ough to have enough knaevledge of the Word of Godto knaw that isalying spirit.

Saying that “prophesy, aword of knowledge, and aword of wisdom is all the same thing,”
islike the foll owing example. Someone whowas raised onafarm goesto visit an dd farmer. While
visiting, the old farmer asks the visitor, do you knav how to milk a cw? The visitor says, sure, |
leaned how when | was young and onthe farm myself. The old farmer says, could you go otiinto
the barn and ¢et us sme milk, wejust ran ou. The young vsitor saysto the old farmer, sure, I' Il go
and he goes out into the barn to milk a cow.

When he gat into the barn, he looked aroundand all he saw were horses, no cows. He goes
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bad into the house and saysto the old farmer, | couldn’t find any cows, all | saw were horses. The
old farmer says, that’ s ok, thereis no dfference between ahorse anda @w, “they’re the same thing.”

When are Christians going to wake up? The Holy Spirit knows the diff erence between
prophecy, aword of knowledge and aword of wisdom. Each o these ae adifferent gift of the Spirit,
and ead oreisdifferent from the other. That iswhy He cdled eat ore diff erently than the other.

What happensto those who lelieve these lies? In the beginning when they believe that “you
al may prophesy,” andthen they aretold “how to prophesy,” by seekinginformation from the spirit
redm concerning ancther person, then telling them what they found ou from the spirit redm
concerning them—they think it iswonderful, glorious, what they can doin the supernatural spiritual
redm. The information they recave seemsto betrue, and they do nd question where they ga the
information from. The more they do this, the greaer their ego is built up. They think they are
someone important. They can operate in the gifts of the Spirit whenever they so desire. The light
comes to them, but where was the source of that light coming from?

If what they recevein their operationsin the spiritual redm didn't come from God, but rather
from the god d thisworld, what did the LORD say abou thisin Jeremiah 298,97

For thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Let not your prophets and your

diviners, that bein the midst of you, decave you, neither hearken to your dreamswhich

ye @useto be dreamed.

For they prophesy falsely unto yau in my name: | have not sent them, saith the LORD.
In Jeremiah 1414 it says, “And the LORD said to me: " The prophets are prophesying liesin
my name; | did not send them, nor did | command them or speak to them. They are
prophesying to yau a lying vision, worthlessdivination, and the decet of their own minds’
(RSV).

If their prophedes did na come from the Holy Spirit, where did they come from? When
prophets come and prophesy acrdingto their desiresto prophesy, isit God a man?

The serpent said to Eve, youwill become like God... Satan presents himself as an angel of
light, saying, “youmay all prophesy.” Then he teadies them how to operate in spiritual gifts from
their mind and nd from their spirit.

The Scripture says, al the true gifts of the Holy Spirit come a the Holy Spirit will s (1 Cor.
12:7-11,28). These true gifts of the Spirit do nd operate by the will of man, or thase who say “they
are prophetic and they can prophesy.” In 1 Corinthians 12:29,30it asks the question,

Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? are all workers of miracles?

Have all the giftsof healing? do al speak with tongues? do al interpret?

We shoud al know that the answer to these questionsis NO. Not everyone does these things, only
those who the Holy Spirit anoints can operate in the gifts of the Spirit.

Asthese Christians continue to operate in the gifts of the Spirit accordingto their will , they
start to buld uptheir ministry, like bad in Genesis 11, when they started to buil d the tower of Babdl.
In Genesis 11, they continued to buld, until the LORD moved uponthem. Eventually the people
were displacad throughou the eath and the tower of Babel came down. Many Christians today are
building their own ministries. Many have been brought down, and many more will be brougtt down.
Don't beacome apart of these who buld their own ministries, serve the LORD, not man!

Satan comes as an angel of light, and gets Christians to go df into an areawhereby they
become important, “they can prophesy,” but their prophesies do nd agree @mpletely with the
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Scriptures. They exalt people, andraise up people, urtil it i stoo late for them to repent. Then Satan
comes as the destroyer and they are destroyed, their ministry fall s, and they are put to shamein the
eyes of other Christians.

What will their end ke?1t’s between the LORD and them, for Godis a personal God. God
dedswith ead individual “individually,” acoording to His Word, not the words of men.

When Satan comes as an angel of light, beware, the time will come when youwill aso see
him as the darknessand wickednessthat heis. Therefore, we must stay continualy in the Word and
in prayer, lest we dso be deceved by Satan, like Eve was decaved by the serpent.
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The Treeof Life

THEKEY TO THE TREEOF LIFE ISDEATH. We must die to ourselves, and all that we think we
are, before the true life of God can manifest through s. Jesus sid, “ Verily, verily, | say unto you,
Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and dig, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth
forth much fruit” (John 1224).

The Treeof Lifewas arealy in the garden of Eden before Adam and Eve sinned. They had
achoice they could have eden o the Treeof Life before they ate of the treeof knowledge of goad
and evil.

Had Adam and Eve eden o the Treeof Life, they would have recaved eternd life with God.
They would have recaved the very life of Godin their spirit. In ather words they would have beaome
“born again o the Spirit” (John 36,7).

In Genesis 3:22, after that Adam and Eve had drealy eden o the treeof knowledge of goad
and evil, it says, “And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is beacome as one of us, to know
godad and evil: and now, lest he put forth hishand, and take also of thetree of life, and eat, and
livefor ever.” Eating d the Treeof Life would have given them eternal life, whereby they could
have lived forever. Therefore, the fruit of the Treeof Life was “eternd life.” When Christiansrecave
“revelation knowledge” of the Word of God, they know that the Tree of Life is “Jesus Christ,
Himself.”

Godislove, andwill nat force anyoreto ea of the Treeof Life. Satan hasnolove. Therefore,
we see Satan moved uponthe serpent to spee to Eve, and ceceve her (Gen. 3:1-6). Althoughthe
serpent talked to Eve and nd Adam, after Eve de, she dso gaveto Adam and He did ed also. Eve
was decaved, but Adam was not deceved (1 Tim. 2:14).

OnceAdam and Eve had eden d the treeof knowledge of goodand evil, they were nolonger
permitted to ed of the Treeof Life. In Genesis 3:23-24 it tell s us,

Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground

from whence he was taken.

So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims,

and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keg theway o the tree of life.

Because that Adam and Eve had drealy eaen o the treeof knowledge of goodand evil, God
had to drive them out of the garden of Eden “to keep theway o thetree of life.” The Hebrew word
translated “keep” here in the King James Version could also have been trandated as “guard or
preserve.” The LORD God realed to “guard or preserve’ “theway” of the Treeof Life.

Throughcaeful study d the complete Scriptures (by the help o the Holy Spirit), we will see
that what happened in the garden of Eden as not a surprise to the LORD. God already knew what
Satan would doto Adam and Eve in the garden before they ate of the treeof knowledge of goodand
evil. Hidden in Revelation 138 it says, “the Lamb dain from the foundation of theworld.” God
had already dedared “the Lamb dain from the foundation of theworld,” before Adam and Eve
sinned in the garden of Eden.

Therefore, being that the Treeof Lifeisthe LORD Himself, andthe LORD is*theLamb
dain from thefoundation of theworld,” “theway o thetree of life” needed to be preserved urtil
Jesus paid the price on the Crossof Calvary. Unknown to many, “the way,” of the treeof life, is
recaving Jesus Christ as LORD of our lives. LORD, meaning “ Supreme Authority.”
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From the time sin entered into mankind, until Jesus paid the pricefor our sins, no ore culd
become born again o the Spirit and the Word whil e living onthis eath (John 35-7, 1 Peter 1:23).
Jesus becane the firstborn from the dead (Rom. 8:29, Col. 1:15,18, Heb. 1:6, Rev. 1:5). Jesus took
our sinsand iniquities uponHimself. Therefore, His predous “sinless’ bodywas cleansed by His
own bloodwhen God raised Him again from the dead. Jesus becane the firstborn from the dead. In
Hebrews 13:20,21 1t tell s us,

Now the God of peace, that brought agan from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great

shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant,

Make you perfed in every goad work to do his will, working in you that which is

wellpleasing in his sght, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever.

Amen.

We are made perfed by the bodyand dood d Jesus Christ. Yet, only thasewho are “in Christ,” are
made perfed by the bodyand Hoodif Jesus.

In the beginning, Adam and Eve did nd have the very life of God in them when they were
creded. They had an oppatunity to receve the very life of Godin them, by eding of the Treeof Life
before they ate of the treeof knowledge of goodand evil. That oppatunity was removed from them
oncethey sinned in the garden of Eden.

Today, ever sincethat Jesus arose ajain from the deal, people can chocse to ea of Treeof
Life. Eating d the Treeof Life bringsthe very life of God within aperson. They become born again
of the Spirit andthe Word of God and they enter into the Seand Adam, which isthe body d Christ.
When someone eds of the Treeof Life, they passfrom deah urto life, eterna deah is overcome by
the very life of Christ dwellingin us. In John 524 Jesus said, “ Verily, verily, | say unto yau, He
that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not
comeinto condemnation; but is passed from death untolife.”

Sinis overcome by the blood d the Lamb, and eternal deéh is overcome by the very life of
God dwellingin ou new spirit, which comes down from heaven. In John 1716, Jesus sid, “ They
are not of theworld, even as | am not of theworld.”

When we become born again into the family of God, that’s a goodstart, but that isnot all
thereistoit. We till need “the baptism in the Holy Spirit” to receve the power to beame witnesses
unto Jesus. In Acts 1:8 Jesus said, “ But ye shall recave power, after that the Holy Ghost iscome
upon you: and ye shall bewitnessesunto me...” We dso neal the Holy Spirit to tead us iritual
things, and mature us in the things of God. Jesus sid in John 1613, “Howbeit when he, the Spirit
of truth, is come, he will guide you into dl truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but
whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and hewill shew you thingsto come.” In 1John
2:27 it says, “ But the anointing which ye have receved of him abideth in you, and ye neead not
that any man teach you: but asthe same anointing teacheth you of all things, and istruth, and
isnolie, and even asit hath taught you, ye shall abidein him.”

Aswe mature in the things of God, we beame victorious over of all the works of the devil .
Beingin Christ Jesus, with God as our Father and the Holy Spirit as our helper, guide, comforter,
teader, andlealer we can defed the devil when hetriesto deceve us. With the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit all working in us and for us, we have the power of the Godhead on ou behalf,
working against all the works of the devil.

We ae dtill i nthisworld. We ae till walking onthis eath in an eathly body d flesh and
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bores. We till facethe devil every day in ou lives. We aein the world, but not of the world. As
longaswe aeintheworld, the god d thisworld will try to decave us by thougtts he putsin ou
minds, and aff ections he comes against us with, in ou bodes. But, we can overcome him by the
blood d the Lamb, and the word of our testimony (Rev. 12:11).

Just like with Adam and Evein the garden of Eden, they coud have eden o the Treeof Life
had they chasen to doso. Yet, eaing d the Treeof Lifeisnaot just a one-time occasion. We must
continue to ea of the Treeof Lifeto maintain ou lifein the Spirit, with the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit (Matt. 4:4).

Many Christians have been defeded in their life in the spirit by na continuing to ea of the
Treeof Life dter they have become born again o the Spirit and the Word. Spiritual foodis like
natural food if we do nd continue to ea, we could starve and de. We must continueto livein the
Spirit by eding d the spiritual food, whichisthe Word of God. We must keep the life of the Spirit
alive within us by maintaining ou fell owship with the Holy Spirit in prayer and meditation onthe
things of God.

One of the greaest ways of fell owship with God s prayingin the spirit. In 1 Corinthians 14:2
it tellsus, “ For hethat speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God:
for no man understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries.” Thisisone of the
best waysto maintain ou fellowship with God, spe&ing to God and recaving the mysteries of God
from the Holy Spirit. God inpus into ou spirit, revelation d things we wuld nd know in the
natural.

When we maintain ou fell owship with God, we walk after the Spirit and nd after the flesh.
Satan works throughthe flesh, but God works throughthe Spirit. In ou spirit, we have the fulness
of the Godheal dwellingin us. In ou spirit, we communicae with God. In ou spirit, God supgies
al our neals. Everythingin this creaion started by God “in the spirit.” When we spend timein the
spirit, we spend time with God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

When we beame born again we ae babes“in Christ.” Just like littl e children in thisworld,
they have alot to lean to become dfedive alutsinthislife. Soit iswith being ban againinto the
family of God, we have alot to lean to beaome mature in the things of the Spirit.

In our spirit, we have everything it takes to overcome the devil in ou minds. But, if we
continue to walk after the flesh, we will be defeaed just asthose who are nat born again. Therefore,
we must continue to walk after the Spirit and nad after the flesh. We must continue with God and
resist the devil, by renewing ou mind onthe written Word of God, and kegoing up ou fell owship
with God, praying in the spirit.
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Living in the New Covenant

Knowing that Satan is gill “the god d this world,” and that he has the power to control
people by thoughs that he putsin their minds, how are Christiansto live?What are Christiansto do
abou the thoughtsin their minds? First, we aeto renew our minds onthe Word of God so that we
do nd submit to the thougtis that do nd agreewith the written Word of God. The world operates
by the thouglts that come into their minds. They dorit know any different. They think it is normal
when they dothat. They are cnformed to thisworld and dorit know it.

Christians are told in Romans 12:2, “be not conformed to this world: but be ye
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that goad, and
acceptable, and perfed, will of God.” Godis nat pleased with Christians who do nao renew their
minds on the written Word of God. Those who do nd renew their minds are still conformed to this
world. God wants to transform our minds, by us renewing them on the written Word of God.

Transformation takes placeinside our bodes, in o mind byGod working from our spirit.
As we renew our mind onthe written Word of God, the Holy Spirit “in ou spirit” causes a
transformation to take place The more we renew our mind, the more we will think the way God
thinks, rather than the way the world thinks.

The world thinks acording to the way the god d thisworld operatesin their minds. We ae
told to not follow the thouglis that Satan pusin ou minds. We aeto foll ow the written Word of
God from our spirit where God dwvellsin us.

The same week that Jesus was taken and crucified, He said to His disciples, “ Nevertheless
| tell you thetruth; It isexpedient for you that | go avay: for if | gonot away, the Comforter
will not comeunto you; but if | depart, | will send him unto you” (John 167). Thisisimportant
to understand, for Jesus was amongthese disciples for three and one-half yeas. Jesus knew how to
hea from the Holy Spirit. Jesus knew how bo e led bythe Holy Spirit. He knew how to dothe wil |
of the Father. Jesus receved the Holy Spirit at abou the aye of thirty, after yeas of being abou His
Father’ s business(Luke 2:49).

Jesus' s disciples were not baptized in the Holy Spirit all the time they were walking with
Him. Jesus could only tead His disciples by example, and by faith. Jesus could na tead His
disciples “how to beled bythe Holy Spirit.” Jesus could tead faith, and He did tead them alot on
faith. But Jesus could not tead them “how to beled bythe Holy Spirit,” “.. for the Holy Ghost was
not yet given; because that Jesuswas not yet glorified” (John 739).

Jesus was telli ng His disciples that unlessHe went to the Father, the Holy Spirit would not
cometo help, guide, comfort, tead andlead them. After the Holy Spirit would come, the Holy Spirit
would indwell i n them, in their spirit, and He would dofor them what Jesus could na do for them
at that time. That iswhy Jesus said to them, “It isexpedient for you that | go avay...”

Thekingdan of God dd na come in itsfulnessuntil after Jesus was ascended to the Father.
The baptism in the Holy Spirit did na manifest until ten days after Jesus ascended to the Father.
(Jesus appeaed to many o Hisdisciplesfor forty-days after His resurredion from the dead. After
forty-days, Jesus ascended to the Father (Acts 1:9). Then, ten-dayslater on Pentest day, they were
baptized in the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:4)) It was the baptism in the Holy Spirit that brought the New
Covenant into full operation.

Withou the baptism of the Holy Spirit, Christians canna enter into the Kingdam of God.

26



The true meaning d the words “Kingdam of God’ is“thereign d God.” God canna reignin the
lives of Christians who continue to operate from their natural mind. For Godto reignin aChristian’s
life, they must have the baptism in the Holy Spirit. God must be bath in then and uponthem. In
them, takes placefirst in the new birth, but uponthem is baptism (submerged in the Holy Spirit)
(Acts 2:4).

Even after the new birth, a Christian can be “fill ed with the Holy Spirit.” In Acts 2:4, the
disciples were bath “fill ed with the Holy Spirit” and “baptized in the Holy Spirit” at the same time.
Peter explained thisin Acts 11:15,16 when he told the other saints of what happened at Cornelius
house. Peter said,

And as | began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them, ason us at the beginning.

Then remembered | theword of theLord, how that he said, John indeed baptized with

water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost.

Peter said, when “the Holy Ghost fell on them,” they were “baptized in the Holy Spirit” just as the
apostleswere in Acts 2:4.

The Apostle Paul wrotein Ephesiansl:13, “1n whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard
theword of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were
sealed with that holy Spirit of promise” Threesteps are mentioned for Christiansin this verse.

(1) “after that ye heard theword of truth, the gospel of your salvation.”

(2) “in whom also after that ye believed...” The new birth comes after you lelieve the

gospel.

(3) “ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise.”

The baptism in the Holy Spirit isthe sed of the promise of the New Covenant. Withou the sed of
the promise of the New Covenant, what do we have?We only have the promise. Jesus ded the
New Covenant with God (between God and thase who kelieve on Him) with Hisblood The blood
was the sed of the cvenant between God and man, for the redemption d man. The bloodredeaned
mankind from the power of Satan urto God.

The baptism in the Holy Spirit isthe sed of “the Kingdam of God,” which came dter Jesus
ascended to the Father. Those who are seded with the Holy Spirit are seded urtil the day of
redemption. In Ephesians 4:30, it says, “grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed
unto the day o redemption.”

Satan has blinded the minds of many Christians to the diff erence between “the sed of the
Bloodof Jesus’ and “the sed of the Holy Spirit.” Thereby, the mgjority of those who confessthey
are Christian do na have the sed of the Holy Spirit (the Baptism in the Holy Spirit).

When Jesus said in John 35, “Verily, verily, | say unto thee Except a man be born of
water and of the Spirit, he @annot enter into the kingdom of God,” He was talking abou
“entering into the Kingdam of God.” Therefore, Jesuswas e&king d the samething asthe Apostle
Paul wrote in Ephesians 1:13. Jesus said, aperson“must first be born again,” “before they can enter
into the Kingdam of God.” The Blood d Jesus made it possble for apersonto become born again.
The baptism of the Holy Spirit brings usinto “the reign d God-the Kingdam of God.” Jesus was
spe&king d two parts of the New Covenant, the new birth and the baptism in the Holy Spirit. Paul
isalso spe&ing d two parts of the New Covenant, the new birth and the baptism in the Holy Spirit.

In my life, the Holy Spirit did na start “teading me” until after | was baptized in the Holy
Spirit with the evidence of spe&ingin tongues. | was born again in June of 1979 and beptized in
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the Holy Spirit onMay 7, 1981 Between 1979and 1981l was excited in reading and studying the
Bible. | leaned alot from the Word.

Even before | was born again, the Holy Spirit would gve me words of knowledge, and words
of wisdom, | even spoke propheticdly, but so did thase who were before Jesus came in the flesh. The
Old Testament saints were used by God in words of wisdom, words of knowledge and prophegy.
That is different from being taught by the Holy Spirit. | do nd recdl of the Holy Spirit teading me
anything “from my spirit” until after | was baptized in the Holy Spirit (John 738,39).

| recaved hedingfor my own bodyfrom the LORD before | was baptized in the Holy Spirit,
but | never laid hands uponanyore to recave heding urtil after | was baptized in the Holy Spirit.
| never wrote any bools before | was baptized in the Holy Spirit, but after | was baptized in the Holy
Spirit | began to write books.

After | receved the baptism in the Holy Spirit, words would come from my spirit, such as
parts of Scripture verses or even complete Scriptures verses. When | would seach the Scriptures
concerningwhat came from my spirit, | would understand why they came to me. The Holy Spirit was
teading me, using the written Word o God to confirm what He wanted me to knaw. It isfrom my
spirit that the Holy Spirit teades me dl things. The Holy Spirit aways works from my spirit, not
from my mind.

Jesus said in John14:26, “ But the Comforter, which isthe Holy Ghost, whom the Father
will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring dl thingsto your remembrance,
whatsoever | have said unto you.” Jesus said to His disciples that the Holy Spirit was going to
tead Christiansin the New Covenant. The Holy Spirit would become our teader.

The Apastle Johnwrotein 1John 227, “ But the anointing which ye have receved of him
abideth in you, and ye neal not that any man teach you: but asthe same anointing teacheth
you of all things, and istruth, and isno lie, and even asit hath taught you, ye shall abidein
him.” We need the Holy Spirit as our teater. He will teat us the truth, and He will nat tead us
anything that is not Truth.

The devil isthe teater of lies. The Holy Spirit isthe Spirit of Truth and will only tead us
the truth. The Holy Spirit teades by the anointing which abides in thase who are baptized in the
Holy Spirit. The devil teates by thougtts and words of peoplethat he can get to speak for him. The
anainting of the Holy Spirit comes from your spirit. The thoughs from Satan come from your mind.

We must lean the diff erence between our mind and ou spirit. Our mindisin ou head. Our
spirit isin ou belly. What comes out of our mouth must come from one or the other. It either “comes
up’ from our spirit whichisin ou belly or “down from our mind’” which isin ou heal. Until we
lean to recognizethe diff erence between ou belly and ou head (our spirit and ou mind) we will
not know if it isthe Holy Spirit or the devil ?

How can a Spirit-fill ed Christian knav which is which? We must pay attention to what is
happening when we ae prayingin the spirit. The Apostle Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 14:14, “ For
if I pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my understanding isunfruitful.” When
we pray in the spirit, it comes from our spirit. Our mindis not involved in ou prayingin the spirit.
Therefore, we can use our mind for something else while we ae praying in the spirit. One goodthing
to use our mind for while praying in the spirit is to real the Scriptures. We can be reading the
Scriptures whil e praying in the spirit and reither one will i nterfere with ead ather. With our spirit
we communicae with God, with our mind we renew our mind onthe written Word of God.
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Whilereaingwith ou mind, and heaingthe prayer language mming ou of our mouth, you
can sense the sound d the praying in the spirit as it comes up from our belly, not down from your
head. The more you pray in the spirit the more you will get use to recognizing that prayingin the
spirit comes up from your belly.

Onceyoureagnzethis, youwill also at other times recognizethat when you conscience
alertsyou d things that you want to do, or intended to doin you mind, and you knaev better, you
get asick fedingin you belly. Your conscienceis apart of your spirit. God uses your conscience
to guide you, and help you keep from doing what the devil wants youto da The devil puts thoughs
in you mindthat you knav are not of God. When you mind thinks you shoud dowhat the devil
wantsyouto dg you get asick fedingin you belly. That’s God wsing you conscienceto help you

When youfind yousef saying things before you though abou what you said, youwill natice
it did na come from your head. At thetime your mind (in you heal) was on something else entirely.
What came out of your mouth had nahingto dowith what was on you mind. Your mind can only
do orethingat atime.

Ancther placewords could come from is from your spirit (if what comes out of your mouth
agrees with the written Word of God), it most likely was from your spirit. If it does not agreewith
the written Word of God (it could be animpulsivereadion wualy caused by Satan). In ather words,
if it wasaswea word, it didn't come from God, it was areadion from Satan working through you
mind and ratural being. It wasn’'t from God. God daesn’t use swea words. They are Satanic in
nature.

Christians must learn to reagnzethe diff erence between their mind and their spirit. Never
let the thoughts of your mind control what you da Always bring you thouglisinto subjedionto the
Word o God (2 Cor. 10:5).

In Galatians 5:14,15, it says,

For all thelaw isfulfilled in oneword, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as

thyself.

But if ye bite and devour one another, take heeal that ye be not consumed one of

another.

Any Christian who “bites and devours ancther,” is not being led by the Holy Spirit. That is an
operation of the natural mind. We need to knaw those things that are not of God. We dso need to
know all the thingsthat are of the flesh.

Then in Galatians 5:16,17, Paul wrote,

This | say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil thelust of the flesh.

For theflesh lusteth aganst the Spirit, and the Spirit aganst the flesh: and theseare

contrary the oneto the other: so that ye annot do the thingsthat ye would.

If youarewalking after the Holy Spirit, youwill nat fulfil the lust of the flesh. You canna do bdh
at the same time. Either you walk after the Spirit or youwalk after the flesh. The Holy Spirit wil |
never lead youto walk after the flesh. He will alwaysleal youto walk after the Spirit, acordingto
the written Word of God.

When youwant to walk after the flesh, and you yeld to the flesh the Holy Spirit may even
leare you dowhat youwant to da But, beware, you may lose your sensitivity to the leading d the
Holy Spirit if you continue to goin the other diredion. That iswhy it says, “these are contrary the
one to the other: so that ye annot do the things that ye would.” This doesn’t mean it is not
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possble, it means you canna be led by the Holy Spirit whil e walking after the flesh.

Youmust leanto listen to you spirit, and nd walk against the peacan you spirit. The Holy
Spirit is cdled the Spirit of Peace He gives you peacein you spirit when youare walkingin the
Spirit. If you do nd have peacen you spirit, then it’ stime to find ou why? Never go against what
youknow in you spirit. A sick fedingin you spirit isasignfrom the Holy Spirit, stop, and consider
your ways. Who's leading youin the wrong dredion?

When a personiswalking after the Spirit, they canna fulfill t he lusts of the flesh. The Holy
Spirit will always leal them away from the lusts of the flesh. The Holy Spirit will alwaysleal you
in the way of righteousness

The Holy Spirit will never forceyouto doanything. He will never push you Hewill only
lead you. He will guide you, but He will never forceyou. He will never stop you but He will warn
you if the devil triesto lead youaway from following after the Spirit.

The Holy Spirit knows the present, the past, and the future. Satan knows the past and the
present, but does nat know the future. Satan triesto get youto think that if you dowhat he wants you
to da youwill gain somethingin the future. Satan isaliar, and you reed to know his devices.

If you are aman and some woman comes aroundshowing df her breasts or her legs, you
ouglt to knaw it’ sthe devil. No ore shoud real to tell youthat. What'sredly bad, iswhen the wife
of a Pastor comes to church weaing a skirt that does nat cover her knees when sheis ganding up
Y ou know sheiswalking after the flesh and the devil i sin control of her thougtts. If you dort know
that you reed to get your mind renewed onthe Word of God, so youcan walk after the Spirit and
naot after the flesh.

What is sad today, is even the Pastors doni't say anythingto their wives abou such Satanic
operations in their minds. Our bodes are not made for show. They are only for usto livein while
here on eath. Satan uses our bodes to get Christians to seek the things of the flesh, and nd the
things of the Spirit. “Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil thelust of the flesh” (Gal. 5:16).

The Bible does not say you canna wea a swimming suit to goswimming in. But, when
Adam and Eve sinned, God Himself, made them coats of skins to cover their naked bodes (Gen.
3:21). If God dd this, it shoud be anindication that whatsoever God daes, we shoud do also (if it
agrees with the New Covenant. Not aways what God dd in the Old Covenant, isfor us today. For
in the Old Covenant they were not born again. God dd na dwell in them. They walked after the
flesh because the Holy Spirit was not yet given, being Jesus was not yet glorified (John 739)).

We must lean to dvide the Old Testament from the New Testament. Many things that were
doreinthe Old Testament are nat for ustoday, wholivein the New Covenant. In the New Covenant,
Goddoesnat tell Christiansto cdl fire down from hearen to destroy thase who donat receve Jesus.
When James and John come to Jesus, saying, “Lord, wilt thou that we command fire to come
down from heaven, and consume them, even asElias did?” (Luke 9:54) Jesus answered them,
saying, “Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of....For the Son of man is not come to
destroy men'slives, but to save them” (Luke 9:55,56).

Many things are diff erent in the New Covenant from what was in the Old Covenant. In the
Old Covenant they walked after the flesh. In the New Covenant we ae nat to walk after the flesh,
but after the Spirit. The Holy Spirit will not bea awitnesswith many things that were dore in the
Old Testament. He will only bea a witnesswith things pertaining to the New Covenant. It's the
same God. It’sthe same Holy Spirit. But, it’s nat the same Covenant.
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Let’slookat anather diff erence between the Old Covenant and the New Covenant. In the Old
Covenant the descendants of Abraham acarding to the promise (which was Isaag Jawb, andthe
children of Israd), were promised land (which wasthe land d Canaan (Gen. 15:18-21)). In the New
Covenant, Christians are not promised any land. But, we have “a better covenant, which was
established upon better promises.” Our promise, compared to the land which was promised to the
children of Israd ismentioned in Ephesians 1:3, which says, “ Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed uswith all spiritual blesangsin heavenly placesin
Christ.” Which ore would you pefer, the land d Israd or blessngs in heavenly places? You
choase, one or the other.

Anather blessngin the Old Covenant concerned riches and wedth. King Solomonwas given
riches and wedth greder than any ather before him or after him (2 Chron. 1:11,12). In the New
Covenant we ae not promised riches and wedth, we ae promised the blessng d the Holy Spirit
(Gal. 3:14).

In the Old Covenant, they walked after the flesh. In the New Covenant we aeto walk after
the Spirit. We have “a better covenant, which was established upon better promises.” Satanis
thegod d thisworld (2 Cor. 4:4). The worlds g/stem is controlled by money (which isbased upmn
gold and silver and predous gones). When the world needs ssmething, it is purchased and paid for
with money in ore form or ancther.

Satan, being “the god d thisworld,”controls most of what happensin thisworld. Y et, Satan
canna do anything uriessthe LORD permits him (Job 1& 2). Yet, he controls many gowernment
officials, lawyers, judges, law enforcement personnel, doctors, medicd people, drug users,
murderers, milit ant people, suicide bombers, religious people, etc. Satan even many Christians who
donat bring their thoughs into the obedienceof Christ (2 Cor. 10:5). The dowelist isonly asample
of all the diff erent occupations that Satan controls the minds of many people in these positions and
occupeations.

When we understand that “money isthe roat of all evil,” and Satan is also the sourceof all
evil, it iseaslly seen why thisworld is s wicked and corrupt. Christianswho are seekingmoney are
seeking the wrongsourcefor the wrong pupaose. We neal to understand the New Covenant that we
are under. In this New Covenant, the LORD is over al things. He is also over Satan. When we
submit ourselves totally and completely to the LORD, Heis God in ou lives, and Satan has no
authority or pasitionin ou lives. The only thing Satan can doin ou livesis that which we permit
him to do. The LORD does nat stop us from serving the devil . It’s our choicewho we want to serve,
the LORD or the devil ?

What most Christians do nd understand is that whenever the LORD cdls ssmeone to do
anything, the LORD does not ask them to doanything they are not ableto da The LORD does not
require anyore to do anything unessHe knows they have the aility and the meansto dowhat He
requires. If the LORD asks usto dosomething, and we do nd have the aility or the means at the
time He asks us, He gives us the ability (sometimes supernaturally) before we adually are required
by the LORD to doit.

| know of one Christian living today, who ony knew one language when the LORD cdled
her to trangdlate for another ministry. At the time she knew she was to translate from English to her
native languege, she auld nat speak English. When she took the microphorein her hand she started
speaking fluent English, and has been spe&ing in English ever since After that day, the LORD aso
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gave her the aility to spedk fluently in anumber of other languages. She was never taught any of
those languages. It always came supernaturally.

When Christians need something, it shoud come from God (not always by ou ability to
purchase it with money we had to ean by ou own ability). The LORD gives usthe aility to recave
the money before He requires usto dosomething it takes money to da

| recdl when aChristian brother wasin Bible Schod, and reeded money to pay hishill s. He
said that he and aher students went into prayer. He laid his Bible onthe sea of a dhair and kreded
on the floor, with his chest on the Bible. He prayed for some time, and when he and the other
students finished praying, he got up, picked up hs Bible, and onthe dhair, under his Bible, was the
money he had prayed for. How did it get there?He didn’'t move from laying hs chest on hisBible
al thetime he prayed. He asked the other students, did they do something, that the money gat onthe
chair under his Bible whil e he was praying? They all said, they didn't doanything, it had to be God
answering his prayer.

Jesus made anumber of statements concerning whatsoever we have neal o, such asin John
14:13 14,

Whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will 1 do, that the Father may be glorified in

the Son.

If ye shall ask any thingin my name, | will doit.

Jesus didn’'t say you hed to have money to get it. He said He will suppy it acoordingto His ability,
which is much greaer than what money can da

Jesus even cautioned us concerning money, when He said in Matthew 6:24, “No man can
servetwo masters: for either hewill hate the one, and lovethe other; or else hewill hold to the
one, and despise the other. Ye annot serve God and mammon (money, riches, wealth).”

Concerning the youngman who hed wedth that came to Jesusin Matthew 19:16-22, Jesus
said in Matthew 19:23,24,

Verily | say unto you, That arich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven.

And agan | say unto yau, It iseasier for a camel to gothrough the g/e of a nedlle, than

for arich man to enter into the kingdom of God.

In 1 Timothy 6:10it says, “For thelove of money isthe roat of all evil: which while some mveted
after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorr ows.”
There are somewho say, “1 don't love money...” But in the spirit, and many times in the natural, you
know they will take dl they can get, and sometimesthey dorit even care what they haveto doto get
it, they will doit. Thisisnot goodamong Christians today.

Many do nd understand that “ Satan blesses Christians” with money, when they want it.
Mark 4:19tdll s us that when Satan canna stop Christians any other way, he then getsthem with “the
cares of thisworld, and the decetfulnessof riches, and the lusts of other thingsenteringin...”
We ae caitioned against thisalso in 1John 215-17, where it says,

Love not theworld, neither thethingsthat are in theworld. If any man love theworld,

thelove of the Father isnot in him.

For all that isin theworld, thelust of theflesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride

of life, isnot of the Father, but is of the world.

And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God

abideth for ever.
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We neeal to be caeful when we hea of “worldly blessngs’ in the New Covenant. It coud be a airse
rather than ablessng. Proverbs 23.7 says, “ For ashethinketh in hisheart, soishe...” Jesus sid
in Matthew 12:34,35,

O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak goad things? for out of the

abundanceof the heart the mouth speaketh.

A goad man out of the goad treasure of the heart bringeth forth goad things: and an

evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things.

It is best for us to seek those things which are éowe instead. It tellsusin Colossans 3:1-3,

If yethen be risen with Christ, se&k those things which are above, where Christ sitteth

on the right hand of God.

Set your affedion on things above, not on things on the earth.

For yeare dead, and your lifeishid with Christ in God.

Christians who are dead to the things of the flesh and the things of thisworld have no reed to seek
wedth andriches. Christians already have dl spiritual blessngin heavenly places. What is greaer
than that?

If God cannat supfy all that we have need of, then we have aproblem (we do nd believe
that Godistruly WhoHe saysHeis). Therefore, it saysin Ephesians 1:3, “ Blessed be the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed uswith all spiritual blessngsin heavenly
placesin Christ.” Thereisno geder blessng than that which God hes already given usin Christ
Jesus.

When we leave thisworld, what will we have to present before the LORD? We caina take
the things of thisworld with usto heaven. They will not do uisany goodin hell. Where is our heat?
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